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if 'DE'DICJTION. 

to th^e generous Interefts, lUid wllo 
Has himfelt fo often displayed die fame ' 
noble pifpoiltion in die Face o( Deatb 
altld Danger. 

THE Title Your LoKlfliip fo wOfr 

thily wears, would be tKought, by 
many Perfons, a fuflEcient (rock of 
Honour for them to fubfift upon, 
without any ^rcfacr Purfuks. But ic 
is Your Lorddiip's trudft and noblieft 
Dif^ndion, that You haye received 
nbne fix>m Ybur Family, whidi Ybtt 
have not fhewn . Yourldf both able 
and willing to repay/ ^ And Your 
Priends with PleaTure behind You ex* 
crting the fame Publick Spirit, the (ame ' 
Ceneroftty, and Love of ^ibmy and 
Lestming, that have rend^f^ die )4ailli 
of MOLESWORTH fo ji^ 
•dear to Your Country. 

AFTER ConHderatiom of (b much 
Dignity and Iniporcance, it may feem 

too 
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too mean, if ^ iodeed impox^enc, 
CO juftify this A4dre^ by the nuuiy 
ObUgtfions I liei^i^rto VjOW L6id> 
(hips ot to found A Ctaim ior Xoat 
Patmnage of the ^owii^ Papers on. 
acoDunt of muny of .tjbcin havif^ been 
compoffd under Yow; own jfloKof, ^nd 
6A publiihed imdet the Proce^ioiiy 
and by the Comm^ of Your Kobk 
Either^ But, 41 it rWotdd be comiftal 
to fu|^re(s my grateful Senie of the 
fonners ib the lastfc is a Ciscumftaace 
ta^ £i^ouraible u^ fily owa W^riting!^ 
^ cne to.be able to conceal. . , 

IT would be a Puniflimenc to a 
Peribn whofe Conver^on has lainib 
mii^h in Cou^s, and in Camps, to be 
dettuned long with any thing that I ^aa 
be (iippos'd capable of ptfodudng. But 
pardon me, my Liord^ if ik>m a fire* 
<)tient Obfervation I have made ^ 
Yobc tf^y Condefcenikm to cbejWifiies 
bf Your Friendsy I dm loch fo take 

my 
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my 'lifetfe of Yc«; tod jToori./ Th^c 
hapfef Ate, by wtrfdi,' without irt the J 
Itaft' ^impftjring ^ Yibto ; own ' "Di^ty, ' 
You mike thdle Ayfeo fcave Afe Monout • 
of cttfiferfing WicH ^6ui: ' H^i^dflim, • 
tJiink jdfiore higMy -bfvthwnfelyfes for 
(>cihg<hi Your Comparty, is i'<jl«|rtttj 
whiA^tffte'n cxJ)pfcS''^Yoti' t6 «h^ like 
Pci«fei(4tklris. I' afti foiry, Phftvi? not 
a better Word tlferii Art j -to exj*efe 
thk ktniaWe QiiaBt")P: by, w1ik4^ fits 
upon -'^ou 'witii Jtoo' mueh n&tuitil 
Gr&t^folhefe, to ^h Meed a*^ thing 
clfe, than the pure^^Sflfe^ of -a gen6- 
rous and benevolent Heart upon the 
BchaviicAnrf -i i* ' ■ r- i 

• I T is, a Rerfia^k^no lefs trfie thaii 
it is common, th^t 'bhkve and^vddkttit 
Minds, tho' the -Aidft fufdcptibk of 
Injuries, are* y^" the fooriA to he 
pacified, and the 'mdft -cabbie - of ^mv 
giving them. It will therefore bebut 
aaing in Chafa^ej in'Your Lt^rdfliip) 

to 
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T)E1>ICATJ0N. vU 

to overlook the Boldnefs I have now 
been guilty of, and to pardon the Am- 
bition I have of letting the World 
know, with how much Zeal and De- 
votion I am, 



Tour Lordlb\p*s moftfaithfaly 

.■••?.i.'. .1 :.x A 1 

humble Servant, 
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Hibemicus\f Letters. 



N^ I. Saturday^ Afrili^ 172J. 



To the Author of the Dublin Journal. 

Hoc nempe ab homine exigitur^ ut profit 
hominibus^ fi fieri foteft^ multis ; ji mi^ 
nus, J^aucis ; Ji minus ^ proximis ; fi minus, 
fibi. Nam cum fi utilem ceteris efficit. 
commune agit negotium. Seneca. 

SIR. 

[HAVE been always of opinion^ 

* that a great Part of the Grievan- 

* ces we In this Kingdom com- 

* plain of, have been in a good 
mealSre owing to our felves. And tho I 
am very far from juftifying the real Hard- 
fliips we fiifier, or any Attempts to make 
them greater ; yet I muft ftill think our 
Vol. L B • Misfortunes 
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2 'HiBERNicuss Letters. 

* Misfortunes are rather owing to our own 
' ill Condud, than to any iU Difpofitioos 
' of others againfl: us. Among the many 
' Inftances that might be given of tbis^ I 
^ fhall only pitch upon one, wherein the 
' IntereQ of Learning in our Country \s fo 
^ nearly concerned^ that I perfuade my felf, 
' I Ihall at leaft be juftified in it by all thofe» 
' who either have, or fady they hare sot 
' more Knowledge than they have occanon 

* for themfelves, and fo think they are obli- 

* ged to make the Publick a Prefent of 

* their Superfluities. 

* W £ all complain, and I am afraid with 

* but too much Reafon, Of the great Scar^ 

* eity of Money ; and yet at the feme time, 

* we are not aiham'd to bcflow every Year 
« confiderable Sums in purchafing feveral 
^ Commodities from our Neighbours, which 

* we might be as well and cheaply furnifhed 
j^ with at home. There are few Corporati- 
' ons in this City, who do not fuftain great 

* Damages by this very Article. But having 
« no Inlirudions from any of them to ipeak 
' a Word in thefr favour, I ihall at prefent 

* confine my felf to the fmgle Inftance al- 

* ready hinted at, which is the great Fond- 

* nefs we exprefs at all times for the Wri- 
^ tinas of our Neighbours, while we decile 

* and decry every thing of that fort, that is 
' produced among ourlelves. 

• I 
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^ I OWN, good Writers are a pretty great 
' Rarity in this Couatry. But what is the 

* Reafon why it is fo ? No ocher^ in fliort, 
' than that wanting fuitable Encouragement 
' at home, Men of Genius and Education, 

* bom in this Kingdom, are forced out of ir 
' to a more kindly Soil, for making a For- 
' tune by their Abilities. Many an excellent 
' Piece has been conceived among our 

* Hibernian B&gs, which now pafles as the 

* genuine Prockuftion of Cam or Ifis. And 

* ^^^m^boafis among her iliuftrious Names, 

* that have excelled in Arts as well as Arms» 
^ Multitudes that had the Misfortune to be 

* bom in Ireland. We beftow the Oraa* 

* ments of our own Nation to our Neigh- 

* hours, and thai pay them a dear Rate for 
' the Uie of them at (econd hand* 

* B u T this is not all. If a good Piece 
^ happens at any time to be wrote among 

* our felves, there is Icarce one in ten wiU 
' vouch&fe it a readings uftlefs it be made 
' authentick by being printed at London. 

* Thus our Brains being flianufadured abroad, 

< become an Expenfe to the Nation; and 

* we are forced to make a Purchafe of Our 

* imm Wit and Learnings which hereby arc 

* made hurtful to their native Soil, where, 

* in Gratitude, they ought to fhed their firft 

< and kttideft Influence. 

'For this Reaibn, I cannot but be ex- 
^ tremely pleafed with the Refolution you 

* have taken of publifliing a Weekly Paper, 

B a * that 
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4 HiBERNiCUs's Letters. 

^ that may fapply this Country with a good 

* CoUedioQ of the Publick News, without 
^ that General Expenfe we are at in fetching 

* a whole Ttihc of Journals {torn London. 
' I wifh your Defign may meet with a fuita- 
' hie Succefs ; and for the Encouragement of 
' it, I can tell you, that feveral honcdt Gen* 

* tlemen have refolved to make ^our Paper 
^ a Canal, for conveying to the Pu|;)Iick fbme 

* little Eflays they have lying on their 

* Hands, that may either inftrud fbme of 

* your Readers, or be amufing to others, at 

* leaft in a Scarcity of News, which is no 

* great Rarity to usi, for about fix Months 

* in the Year. 

• I WOULD not however have you ex- 
^ pe<^, that you fhall be furni(h*d with much 

* of that ibrt of Dilcourfe, which is the uiuai 
^ Entertainment we receive from our fVeekfy 

* Writers ; I mean Politicks. It is very 
' true, that Religion and Government are 

< the nobleft and moft ufefol Subjeds that 

< can exercife the Thought and Reafon of 

< Mankind. But at the fame time I do not 
^ apprehend that the Ends of writing upon 

* them will be beft promoted, by making 
^ them the everlafting Theme oif our Publick 
^ Papers. When a Conftitution is; in vifible 
'Danger ; when a State is overrun with an 
^ univerfal Corruption ; or when Tyranny and 

* Superftition are breaking in upon a People ; 

* then indeed it is Time, and the indiipen* 
I fible Duty of every one that is able, to 

• roufc 
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toufe the latent Spirit of Liberty, and fee 
bis Fellow Citizens on their Gnard But 
as (God be praifed) none of thefe is our 
Cafe at prefent, I cannot fee any Neceflity, 
why we fliQuld be always talking in the 
l^iakB of Statefinen^ or examining the 
Principles of a Leviathan^ or an Oceana. 
Nor to. what Purpofe it can ferve to, fet a 
Cobler a mending the Con(litutio% or make 
a poor Taylor imagine himfelf capable to 
cut ^ out fFork for the great Cooncil of the 
Nation. 

^ To ferve thePublick to the utmoftof 
his Ability, is, no doubt, every Man^s 
Duty and his Honour. But then, to do 
this, is it ablblutely requifite, that every 
body ihiMild be made acquainted with the 
Foufidations-and Original of Government ; 
or taught to realbn. upon Tranladions of 
State, like the "Denuigogues among the Gre^ 
cian Commonwealths ? No ; the trae way 
to reform a State is to b^in^ at home, and 
reform ourfelves firft. (irruption in an 
Adminiftration has always its Rife from 
Corruption of Manners. Tyranny it felf 
is but the OfBpring of Fear begot upon 
Li)fl:. No Man ever made an ill Governori 
that was not an ill Man firft. Have not 
Luxury, Pride and Idlenels been always 
the Soprce of publick Calamity and Mifery } 
and the contrary Virtues the chief Thing 
that ever made any People or Nation great 
QX flouriihing? mme me the Conftitutipa 
B 3 * that 
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6 HiBER j?icus'5 Letters. 

* that was ever invaded by a Man of Virtue, 
' or the State that ever fell» while its Sub- 
^ jc£ts kept up a Cl^rader of Temperance, 

* Sobriety, and Indoftry. The Whole mnft 
^ always receive its Complexion from the 

* Colour of the Parts of which it is com* 
^ pofed ; and coniequently the Appearance 

* of a Country in its Oeconomy, Admtni- 

* firations. and Orders, will be ever in the 

* Tindure of thofe Qualities, whether vir- 
' tuous or vitious, which its Inhabitants 

* have imbibed. 

^ There is a very great RefemUance 

* betwixt publick and private Liberty. The 
^ former, I think, is generally taken to con- 

* fift in being governed by Laws of our own 
' making ; and the latter, which is Freedom 

* of the Mind, is no more than conducing 
^ our felves by thofe everlafting Rules of Rea- 

* fbn. to which we either Iwvc already al^. 
' fented, or mud give our AfTent to, upon 
« the finalleft Degree of Refledtion. To 

* bridle in our Paflions, to dire<S them to 

* their proper Objeds, and conquer the Pre- 
' judfces occafion'd by ill Cuftom and Ex- 

* ample,is the pureft and mod perfed Freedom 

* we can enjoy in our private Capacities. It 

* is this alone can mortify in us that Luft of 
^ Power, that makes Men iineafy to them- 

* felves, and pernicious to others. For there 

* is no Charm in Power it felf, any farthet 
^ than as it is the Infirument to gratify ibme 
^ other darling Inclination. He therefore 

! thai 
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HiBERNicus'5 Letters. 7 

diac reftrains bis evil Appetites, not only 
preierves the Freedom of his own Mind, 
but contribates in Ibme Degree to the 
Safety of the publick Liberty, in ledeoiog 
the Number of thoie, by one Man at leaft, 
that can have either Intereft or Pieafure in 
deftroytng it. 

^ The SB Confiderations (hou'd, I think, 
influence thofe Gentlemen that write for 
the Publick, to make the Duties of Men in 
conunon Life more frequently the SubjecS: 
of their Performances, than we find com- 
monly done. It is certainly much more 
laudable to infpire Men with noble and 
generous Sentiments, to reform a virions 
Tafte, and cure them of their FoHies and 
Prejudices 5 than it is to fill their Heads 
with a fet of Notions that are of little 
other Ufe, than to be evaporated in a 
' CofTee-houle* 

• I INTEND* therefore, Sir, in the Courfe 
' of my Correlpondence with you, to furnifti 
' you with nothing but what may fome way 
' or other be conducive to thofe Ends I 
^ have been mentioning. I fhall leave it to 
' my Brother Authors to make their Readers 

• as confummate in the Arts of Government 

• as they pleafe, and content my felf with 

• endeavouring to make mine look into what 

• paffes in their own Bofbms, and fupprefs 

• every thing there that may interrupt that 
' inward Peace and Satisfaction, which the 
^ Author of Nature has fo bountifully fup- 

B 4 ♦ plied 
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* plied us with the Means of obuiDii^. Bat 

* in the purfuic of this De(^ I ihall not 

* perhaps be at all tin^s in the fame grave 
/ Strain, but conform my felf a little to the 

* Humour of the Age we live in. I have 

* feen it fomewhere or other call'd a Laugh- 

* ing Age^ which tho I do not look upon to 
' be an extraordinary Compliment to it, in 

* regard, People that are always a laughing 

* feem but to live in jeft ; yet I think, there 
' is no harm in being now and then a little 

* merry, and giving Virtue the Drefs of good 
' Humour, which her flaunting Rival has fb 

* often, but aukwardly, ftratted in. And fo 
' without any farther Ceremony, either with 
' you, or the Jleader, I take my leave for 

* the prcfent, and am, 

Sir, 
Tour very humble Servant, 

HiBERNICUS. 



Saturday^ 
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N® z. Saturday^ Afril lo. 

To the Author of the "Dublin Journal. 

Omnino fortts animus^ ^ magnus^ duabus 
rebus maxime cemitur; quarum una in 
rerum externarum dejpicientia fonitur^ 
cum ferjuafum fit^ nihil hominem^ nifi 
quod honeftum decorumque fit^ aut admi^ 
rari, aut oftare^ aut exfetere ofortere ; 
nullique neque homint^ neque ferturba-^ 
tioni animi^ nee fort fin a /iiccumbere. 

Cicero. 

SIR. 

[MONG all the Queftions that 
have ever been handled in the 
Schools, or exercifed the Thoughts 

of carious and fpeculative Minds, 

there is none has railed more Duft, made 
greater Nolie, or been argued with {xxch Length 
and Solemnity of Difputation, as the Inquiry 
into the Origin of Evil. Much Time and La- 
bour have been Ipent in tracing the Caufe, 
that might have been far more ufefuUy em« 
ployed in attempting the Cure. For I be- 
lieve^ after all the Learning that has been 
waited, and the Volumes that have been 

writ 
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writ 00 this Subjed» it requires but a very 
{lender Acquaintance either with the World, 
or our own Hearts, to be convinced^ that 
mbft of the Evils we hear People every 
day complaining of, are either none at all, 
or are owing to a perverted Senfe of Life^ 
and its Enjoyments. We fettle our Affec- 
tions on Objeds, that have no relation to 
our Happinefs ; and neglediing the real 
Goods of Life, repine at Providence for not 
granting us what we will not receive : like 
»ckly People, who accufe their Nourifhment 
of a Fault, that only lies in their Appetite^ 
While the bountiful Hand of Heaven is daily 
reaching out to us Bleffings without Number, 
we languiih for Trifles, and fink to the 
Grave for things that have only an imagi- 
nary Exiftence. Nay, (6 far have we carried 
this unaccountable Humour, as (bmetimes 
to exprefe our Pity for thofe Indolent People, 
who nave not Ambition enough to be as un- 
happy as ourfelves. 

I DO not fpeak thus, as if I thought 
there were no tiich Thing as real Mifery in 
the World, or that feme Circumflances 
and Accidents of Life did not nece/Tarily 
create in us Pain and Uneafinels. This were 
a flat Contradidlion both to Nature and 
ReafoD. And to talk in fuch a manner to 
one in an Agony of bodily Pain, (Iruggling 
with Want and Adverfity, deprived of his 
Liberty, or mourning the Deatn of a faithful 
and aitcdtionate Friend ^ would be an Infult, 

iodead 
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ioftcad of afibrdiog Conlblarion Co the Suf- 
ferer. Humao Nature is not able to preferve 
it felf immoyeabie under Sliocks of this fort ; 
the Refledlion and good Senle may contri* 
butt moch to binder ic from finkine intirely 
under them. But if we look into the World 
with the fmalleft Degree of Attention, we 
ihall find, that mod of the Afflided and 
DiftrefTed we meet with in it, have none 
of theie Difficulties to combat with, bat 
owe their Grie6 to quite difierent Cades. 
It is a melancholy Reflediion, and not very 
honourable to Manktndt but yet it is a Truths 
That moft of the fprrowful Countenances 
we behold, owe their Difcompofurc to 
Cau/es infinitely Icfs important tnan thofe 
which the Dexterity of a Tooth^T)rawer or 
Corn-Cutter can remove* 

Thb Want of a due Balance to our 
Affedions, where the Obje^s are worthy 
our Love and R^ard, is what runs us into 
an Bxcefs in Enjoyment, and confequently 
iimft terminate in Violence of Sorrow, when- 
ever the Objeds are withdrawn. This is 
one great Source of Unhappinefe. But a 
faUe Eftin^M of the Worth of Things, and 
their Aptnefs to procure'us iblid Pleamre and 
lafting Siatisfai^ion^ is another and greater. 
When we overlook the Necef&ries, and eafy 
Accommodations of Life we are in poffefiion 
of, and fi]fi!er the Imagination to run in chafe 
of foreign Ob^eds^ it is fcarce poffible but 
W9 xsm iP^^t Wit( codleft Di&ppointments. 
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If our Defires exceed the Limits of Nature, 
how can we propofe to gratify them ? And 
are not all thofe Defires unnatural and ex- 
ce/Iive, whole Object are either fiditious, 
or at leait of liicb a Kind, that rational Joy 
and Delight may be obtainM without them ? 

Innumerable Infiances might be given 
of this falfe and vitiated Tafte in Mankind, 
at leaft in the preient Age. A Kennel of 
Dogs is the Sumrnum- Bonum of .many a 
Rural Squire ; and his Brother Animals en* 
joy. more of his Company , and leem, indeed, 
to be mucl) nearer related to him, than any 
of his Family. The Beau Monde are fet 
upon Drefs and Show, and have their Affec- 
tions as full of Embroidery, and Tinfel, as 
their Clothes. Among the Fair Sex^ a Tea 
Equipage is very frequently the higheft of 
their Wiflies ; and an involuntary Fradure 
comipitted there, more grievoufly relented, 
than a wilful and premeditated one upon 
their Honour. Tarrots znd Monkeys y Laf^ 
dogs and Squirrels^ have been notable In- 
(lances of our univerfal Benevolence ; and 
engroffed a great deal of that Care and Ten* 
demefs, which in the more early and un- 
polite Ages of the World, ufed to be appro- 
priate to Fathers, Husbands, and Children. 

But it is not the gay and unthinking Part 
of Mankind alone, that has got into this 
whimfical Tafte. The Glofets of great Men, 
and the Cabinets 6f the furious can furnifh 
us with wonderful Materials, for proving 

how 
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how wifely we condud ourfelyes in our 
Eledioos of Plcaforcs. We. have fccnMea 
carrying the Mien and Garb of Philofophers, 
run riot on the Rubbifh and Refufe of Natorei 
provided it only bore the Charader of fbme- 
thing (Irange and exotick. Ineftimabie Trea- 
fures have been fifhed out of the Guts of an 
Oyfter ; and a prodigious Luxury found, or 
imagined, in the Spous of a Broomftick^ late- 
ly returned from demoliihing a Cobweb. 

I T is evident at the firft view, that Pur« 
fuits of this fort, however (uccelsful, can 
never procure us true and durable Felicity, 
tho a Diiappointment in them be very capa- 
ble of giving us Grief and UneaiineJs. And 
for the fame Reafbn, the Purfuits of Avarice 
and Ambition, which are tljie governing Paffi* 
ons of the bufy World, are fubjcd: to the 
fame Inconveniences, becaufe they aim at 
fbmething more than Nature allows : Or if 
they do not, at leaft they defeat their own 
Ends, by engaging Mens Attention too 
much, and over-long to the Means. For all 
the Advantage that can be in Power, the 
Objed: of Ambition, if we examine Things 
dofely, will be foupd to be no more than 
the fecurii^ ourfelves, and thofe we love, 
from the Iniults of others : And all that there 
is in Wealth, befides the Name, is only the 
Means it affords us of fupplying the Neceffi- 
ties of Life, or of gratifying our innocent 
Inclinations to Pleafure. But none of thefc 
Ends feem to be at all in view among the 

great 
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great Contenders for Empire^ or Riches ; but, 
as far as Experience goes, rather the contrary* 
It fcems to be here as it \s in Hunting, the 
Pleaiiire of the Chafe is more valued than the 
Purchafe of the Prey, tho the latter is the 
only Reafbn that can juftify the Toil of the 
former. 

Thus by refleding more on what we 
want, than what we have, we facrifice our 
preient Peace to airy Expedation, and ex- 
change a real Good for one we can never 
obtain* To follow Nature is the true way 
both to Peace and Pleafure * and Nature has 
not been niggardly in furoiihing us with Ob- 
jeds cheap and eafy, fuitable to the DeHres 
ihe has implanted. But if we will grafp at 
fbmething more, it is no wonder we ihould 
meet with a Difapppintment ; and that the 
Paths of Life flioula be found fb full of Per* 

J)lexities and Sorrows, by People that are at 
b much pains to throw themfelves in the 
way of them. 

For my own part, I am (urpriz'd, that 
any Man who has Health and Liberty^ can 
repine at his Condition. Did we but confider 
wnat Advantages we enjoy beyond what we 
mils, we Ihould find more Reafon for Joy and 
Gratitude, than for Sorrow and Difcontenr. 
The Wants of Nature lie in a narrow Com* 
pais; and the more fublime Enjoyments of 
Reafbn and Benevolence are equalty free to 
the lower Rank of Mankind, as to the rich 
and the powerful 

A 
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A MODERATE Fortnne, it is true, will 
not allow us a {lately Hoafe, elegant Gar- 
dais» fine Equipage, and oumerous Atten- 
dants; but then, ic is free from that Multi- 
pliciry of Cares to which a greater Affluence 
is expofed : And the great Pleafures of Life 
continue much the fame in both States. The 
Window of a Cottage may afford as many 
beautiful Objeds, as the Gallery of a Prince. 
And why fiiould we languifh for the Copies, 
when we can enjoy the Originals, or at leaft 
Originals of the fame Kind« and equally 
lovdy, without employing the Hand of a 
Tit urn Of Caracch ? The meaneft Habitation 
may ftill be confidered as an Apartment of 
tbc great Univerfe ; and we neecf but go into 
the open Air, to fee how magnificently and 
commodioufly we are lodg'd. 

But narrow Circumflances will not per* 
mtt us to do all the Good we cou'd wifh ; 
aikd this to a generous Mind mvSk be trouble* 
ibiiie and uneafy. Humanity will joftify a 
borrow of this kind, but Reafon will very 
quickly alleviate it ; fince a virtuous Man, if 
truly mch, may rejoice in the Profbcrity of 
the Virtuous, as much as if himfeif nad con- 
tributed to it. And Things are not commonly 
fo ill diftributed in the World, but we have 
frequent Occafions of rejoicing on this fcore. 
At the worft, there is even a Pleafiire in 
wifhing well, when we can do no more. 
When we lie under Contempt^ and are 
^/tjuIUy made the Subje<% of Cenfure and Re- 
proach* 
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proach, it is our own fault if that can do us 
any great Hurt. . We have the Remedy in our 
own Breafts, and can fortify ourlelves in our 
Integrity. True Course never exerts it felf 
fo much, as when it is moft prefled ; and it 
is then we moft enjoy the Feaft of a good 
Confcience^ when we ftand in. the greatef^ 
need of its Support. 

In a word, when we meet with that^ 
which to an honeft Heart is one of the greateft 
of AffliiSipns, the Eftrangement of Friends^ 
and experience their Unkindneis and Falfhood^ 
we may relieve ourfelves not a little, by re- 
ceding on the continued Bounty and Favour 
of our Creator, the Friend and Father of 
Mankind, in whom there is no Variabknefs^ 
nor Shadow of Turning. 

By this Means, if we do not altc^etber 
cfcape the Storms and Injuries of Fortune, we 
may ip a great mealure elude and break the 
Force of them ; and preierve in ourfelves that 
calm andj^eaceable Difpofition of Soul, which 
is the firft Step to Happineis, and ab^luteljF 
necefTary to the Perfedion of it. 

/ am. Sir, 

Tour very humbk Servant. 

H1BERNICU& 
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N*' 3* Saturday^ April 17* 1725. 



To the A ax HO R of the T)ublin Journal. 

Pirtinet adfaciem rabidos compefcere mores : 

Candida fax homines^ trux decet iraferas. Ov. 

SIR. 

iO T H I N G that contributes either 
to the Plcafiire or the Adornment 
of Mankind, ought to be overlook- 

ed by any pne that is (blicitous for 

the Intereft of his Species, and employs any 
part of his Time in making Obfervations on ' 
what relates to them. For this Reafon* I 
have often wonder'd, that among Gentlemen 
of Letters, the Poets have been almoft the 
only Men that have explored the Territories 
of Beauty, or made the Fair Sex the Objed: 
of their Contemplation. Our Divines and 
Philofophers have generally th<|]ght it a little 
below them to engage on fb ufffeis a Theme ; 
and contented tbemfelves to deliver us a 
few dry Maxims concerning the Vanity and 
Perifliablcncfs of Beauty, and the Folly of 
valuing ourfclves upon a Quality fo very 
tranfitory, a Thing of no Merit, beCaufe nop 
VoL L C owing 
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owing to ourfeives. and withal fo inconducive 
to' the Happinefs of the Pcrfons poflcfiii^ it. 
But with all due deference to tbcfe grave 
Gentlemen, I am humbly of Opinion, that 
Beauty, and its Owners, particularly in that 
Sex where it is mod expeaed, and indeed al- 
w^s found in its greatefl: Perfedion* are of 
infinitely more Importance than is commonly 
apprehended. The Beauties of inanimate Na- 
ture in the fair and goodly Frame orthe Uni- 
verfc, have exercifed the Wit and Genius of 
mod of the great Men that have lived fince 
the Invention of Letters. And it is dill 
reckoned not only entertaining, but a very 
high Improvement of our rational Faculties, 
to employ them in the Difcovery of more 
and more of thefe Beauties, and raifc in our 
Minds the faireft and mofl: exalted Ideas we 
can of them. To profeis therefore a Con- 
tempt or an Averfion for that (brt of Beauty 
which difplays it felf in Objeds that are 
both living and fbcial, mud either argue a 
very draoge Corraption of Tadc^ or ftich an 
Infenfibility as feems utterly inconfident with 
Humanity. 

. It has been the Wifdom of all well-con- 
dituted Governments, to eiDjgage either by 
Praife or otlrrwife, the Podeuors not only 
of commen (fiblc Qualities, but even o{ ex- 
ternal Endowments, that might have any 
Influence either on the publick Good, Qt the 
Eafc and Satisfitdion of Men in private Life* 
With this view Greece indituted her Ifibmian 

and 
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tod Olymfif Games, char the Youth mtgbt 
be taoghc to glory in their Screogth, and 
dedicate to the Service of their Country that 
Vigor which was attended with publick ' 
Honours, and the Applades of a whole 
Common- wealth. To this Day we fee in 
ieveral Nations Rewards affixed to the Fleet* 
ods of a Horfa . Gentlemen of Df(lin<ftion 
and Fornine have been puffed up with the 
Praiies acquired by their Cattle ; and with 
great Modefiy raifed themfelves a Name and 
a Reputation on the Merits of a ^uadrufede. 
Pride in any inftance is a Thing that 
^ body will pretend to juftify ; and in thole 
given. I am uire, it is both ridiculous and 
contemptible. Yet that does not hinder but 
that cbe Strength oi a Man, and the Swift- 
nefe of a Hor^ may be uieful to the World ; 
and confequentlyy that they ought to be con- 
itdered by us as Things of Value and Moment 
in their proper Place. How much more then 
fltou'd a Quality, iiich as Beauty, which has 
fi> great and powerfiii an Influence on the 
Hearts of the oeft and wifeft of Men, chal- 
lenge a Place in our Cfteem, and be thought 
worthy oi our ierious Regard ? If we con- 
iider Things in a political View, we mufl: 
JkK>k on the Fair Sex as one half of the King- 
dom, and by that meainre the Importance of 
a Qualification for which they are fo pecn« 
liarly eminent. Shou'd all the Fair-ones in 
thefe Hlaods, in any critical Jonifture, elpouie 
the lotereft of any one of che contending 

C 2 f r Parties, 
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Parties, ic is impodible in the Nature of 
Tbings, but that all others mull refign their 
PretenfiODS, and fall iu with the meafures of 
the other Side. We reckon it, as truly it 
is, a very great Truft which we repole in our 
Reprefentatives in Parliament, becaufe it may 
give them the Power to difpofe of the Lives 
and Fortunes of their Fellow Citizens in the 
pronouncing of a Monofyllable : But fure we 
muft own that Power to be ftill more tran- 
fcendent, which can kill with a Look, and 
enflave in the twinkling of an Eye. 

For thefe Reafons, I cannot but think 
it of the higheft Concernment to the Publick, 
that the State of Beauty Ihould be as care* 
fully look'd into as that of our Coin ; and 
that none be permitted to carry on a Com^ 
merce on the Credit of it, where there is not 
a real Fund to fupport it. For this, like 
every other amiable Quality, has had its 
Counterfeits. And among the great Numbers 
of fine Ladies, whom we hear every Day 
called handfbme, there are not a few who 
have no manner of Pretence to Beauty, in 
its true and genuine Signification. 

The external Qualities that Men are mod 
apt to value themlelves upon, or that pre- 
pofTcfs us in favour of others, are Strength, 
Beauty, and Eloquence. Whoever poffeffes 
any one of .thefe in an eminent degree, can* 
not but be confcious of it, and confider it in 
himfelf as a Pcrfcdion ; becaule he finds it 
creates an Eftecm, when he meets it in ano- 
4 • ther 
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ther Pcrlbn. But if wc obfcrve Things more 
attentively, we Ihall find, that thefe Quaii- 
ties are not efleemed by us fb much on the 
account of their own Worth, as becaufe they 
are Prognoflicks and Characters of certain in- 
ternal Dilpofitions, that contribute to the 
Benefit or Plcafure of Society. Thus Strength 
is the Sign of Valour ; Beauty of Goodnefs j 
and Eloquence of Wifdom. When we trace 
in a Man's Perfon, his Countenance^ or his 
Behaviour, the Lineaments of an heroick^ 
undaunted Soul, of a kind and generous Tern* 
per, or of ftrong Senfe and Refledion, wq 
cannot forbear a very fudden Approbation 
and Efteem. Men have frequently become 
Friends, , as well as Lovers, at firft Sight ; 
and where the inward Difpofition has oceq 
found anfwerable to the outward Appearance, 
it has very feldom failed to produce the 
purefl and mod uninterrupted Affediion. 

Bur as all fallc Pretences, when they are 
(difcovered, expofe the Perfon that makes 
them to the Scorn and Averfibn of thole 
they have deceived ; fo in this Cafe it is of 
the utmoft Confequence, that no falfe Sig- 
nals have been hung out upon us, but that 
the Body has given us a fair and honeft. Re« 
prefentation of the Temper and Inclinations 
of its Inhabitant. For, otherwile, the promi- 
fing Peribn will fink in our Opinion much 
fauer than he role, and convert our fiiddeh 
Liking into lading Diiguft. And for this 
WC can|iot have a plainer Proof, than the 

C 3 ftrong 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Tt HiBERNictJs's Letters* 

ftrong Abhorrence and Contempt every one 
feels within himfeif towards an able-bodyM 
Cowjird, a peevifh Beauty, or an ignoraot 
Oraton 

On the other hand, when Nature hi* 
been deficient in the external Part, and with* 
held her (tlent Recommendations to Favour 
and Good-will^ if the Perfon fo unhappily 
born has fupplied thofe Defcds by inward 
Greatnefs, and Beauty oi Manners, and has 
exceeded what the World had expcded from 
him ; we not only overlook his Blemiihes, 
but reckon them up to his Credit in the Efti^ 
mate of his Wortn. And thus the Dwarf* 
ifliocls of Tydeus is never mentioned but to 
exalt our idea of his Course. The Goodnefs 
of Socrates appears to us the more wonderfbl, 
that it could reconcile Men to (b forbiddkig 
a Face, as he is commoly (aid to have worn. 
And the Wifdom of Cato has loft none of 
its Praife, for not being accompanied with 
all thofe Graces of Elocution, Adion, and 
Voice, that met in the divine Eloquence 
of Cicero. 

THE Inference from all this is very cafy 
and natural ; That the Poflcflbrs of any love* 
ly or admired outward Quality fhould en- 
deavour by all means to purfue the Intention 
of Nature in beftowing it upon them^ The 
ftrong and Vigorous fliould lay themlelvet 
out to be the Protedors of Innocence, and 
the Defenders of Liberty, when Occafion rev 
quires. The Care of the Fair Sex fliould be 

tp 
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to iiukt their graceful Anions a Comment 
on their beantitol Looks. And thofe that 
are bleft with an harmonious Voice, and 
flowing Expreflion, onght to (lock their 
Minds with a Treafure of Knowledge and 
Wifdom, that may be worth the communis 
eating. Rational Creatures hare nothing to 
value tbemfelres iipon in the pofleillon of 
Qualifications which other Creatures may 
have in common with them, unlefs they add 
to them thofe (upetior Excellencies, that may 
aflert the Dignity of the Human Species, and 
preferve thofe DiftinCtions among the Ranks 
of Beings, which the Author of Nature has 
eftabliihed. For without this, a Pulley may 
become as beneficial as a (hong Arm ; a Piece 
of coloured Canvas rival the moft celebrated 
Beauty ; and a Fiddle-ftring be as ufcfully em* 
ployed as the fincft Voice, and fhienteft 
Tongue in the Hodfe of Commons. 

Bur to bring thefe general Refle^ons 
home to the prefcnt SubjcA. My Lord 
Bscan has oblerved all Beauty to coniift 
in thefe three Particulars, Colour* Favour, 
and Morton ; or in other words, a fine Com* 
olexion. Regularity of Features, and that 
je ne /fay quoiy which we commonly ex- 
prefs by the Phrafe of a «>od Air. Of thefe, 
that great Man orefers Motion, as the mofl 
eflcntial Part of Beautv, becaufe more imme* 
diately the Effeft of agreeable Operarions 
and Dilpofitions in the Mind. So .that ac- 
cording to him, no Woman can be truly 

C 4 caUed 
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called beautiful, cb^t is not at the fame tim^ 
good-nacuPd, becaufe fhe wants that Motiop 
of Mind which is neceffary to communicate 
agreeable Motion to the Face, and fpread it 
felf in thofe thoufand namelefs Graces and 
amiable Dimples, that ftrikp the Beholder 
with Joy and Delight. The Eyes ^nd Mouth 
are thole P^rts of the Human Face where 
Beauty is mod remarkably (eated, and mofl: 
frequently in motion. There arc few People 
who have that Command of their Alpe(S, to 
hinder whatever Thoughts they hiavc in their 
Hearts from rulhing to the Eye, or quivering 
on the Lips. The Ladies therefore, if they 
would prefer ve their Charms, muft, at leaft. 
take as much care to adjuft their Minds a$ 
fbcir Drefs. and look into their Boibms as of- 
.ten as their Glals, that they may fiippreis 
in the Birth every Emotion there, that can 
make its way, and have an unconiely £f- 
^St on the Face. 

Many a noble Syftem of Features havp 
I feen diftorted^ and Ipoiled by Pride, Anger, 
Difdain or Jealoufy ; and a Face which Pro- 
vidence had intended to create Love and 
Delightj render it felf offenfive and hatefUl 
to thole who cpq'd not deny the Livelineis 
of its Colours, the Symmetry of its Parrs, 
and their juft Arrangement and Proportion to 
the Whole. And on the contrary, there is 
nothing inore ufiial, than for a homely rugged 
Countenance to make it felf very agreeable, 
when ft is foi^d to be ^equently enlivened 

witj 
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with good Humoor, and fweetcied in that 
manner, that beQ)eaks a Heart at eafe with 
it iclf, and difpofed to promote, and ihare in 
the PJeaiiire and Happine(s of others. For 
this Reafon the Converfation of old People^ 
who are chearful» and can indulge the little 
Follies, and Miftakes of their Inferiors in 
Years and Experience, is oftentinie;S coveted 
beyond all others; and the wrinkled Skin 
and channelled Brow prefent nothing to the 
Imagination that appears either deformed or 
jdiftaftcful. 

Instead therefore of the numerous Lo- 
tions, Walhes, and Cofmeticks, that are every 
Pay reconmiended, in our publick Papers, 
to the Nobility and Gentry, I think it might 
not be amifs to prefcribe the conftant Practice 
of thefe Arts I nave been fpeaking of, as T6e 
only true royal beautifying Fluid for the Face^ 
This Hin; might furnifli Materials for a very 
amnfing Advertifement. It might be told, 
that this Medicine was intirely free Nfrom 
any Mixture of Mercury ; that the Virtue 
of it would not l^ in, the leaft impaired by 
long keeping; and that it was found to be 
the only fpvereign Specific againft the Va- 
pours; whereas all the other Things prefcribed 
were mod commonly found to bring thipm 
pp. I dare fay, the graveft Perfon alive 
cou'd find no fault with this Method for 
the Improvement of Beauty, For there is 
nothing blameable in the Defire to appear 
jamiable.to others, uolcfs wh^n a wrong 

(ppurle 
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Conrle is cakea in doing ie, which may 
either defett its own End, or weaken the 
Supports of Innocence and Virtue. Ver- 
milion has been wailed op a Conpiexion, 
chat would have received a much finer and 
more durable Tindure firom Modefty. The 
Pencil has in vain laboured to give thofe 
Graces to the Eye*brows, whidi a kind Look 
would have imparted with infinitely- leis 
Pains. And many a Bolbm has been tac^ht 
'to heave artificially, that would have appear^ 
ed much more lovely, had it fwell'd with 
Pity and Tendemefs, inftead of Levity and 
Onentation^ 

A VIRTUOUS. Mind can ieldom, if ever, 
iail of making its Tenement agreeable to tho^ 
with whom it converfes. Pity, Benevolence 
and Oenerofity, are the moft charming and 
endearing Qu^ities of the Huinan Mind. 
And wherever the(e are, they will break 
out, and render themfelves conipicuous. The 
fair Sex are by their Conftitution more ftk"- 
ceptible of tfaele loft and delicate Pailious, 
than any other part of the Creation. And 
therefore, they need only follow Nature to 
make themlefves as beautifiil as they can 
defire ; fincc the ZWe6ts of that fwecc and 
tender Difpofition (at leaft according to 
Milton) were what principally charm'd the 
firft Lover in the Univerfe. 
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To the AaxitoA of ^'DuhUn JcurUMk 

Aerias ttnf^^e domou MmofUi ratundo 
"Percurrip fokm. Hoiu 

SIR, 

H£R£ is a ceruio employment 

of rhe Mind, which every Man» 

npon yery little KecoUedion, wiU 

find he has ireqaently been oeca. 

pied ifit which I do not lemembet 

to have teen any where fo fully treated on, as, 

t think, the Snbiea deferves. It is one of 

, > , thofe 
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thofc Solitary Exercifcs, the Plcafiire whereof 
cannot be commanicated ; and therefore every 
one is aihamed to own what carries ib un/b^ 
ciable an Appearance. And it is the fame 
Modefly, pernaps, that has hindred Authors 
from writing upon it; in regard to do fb 
would betray too great an Experience of a 
Weaknets they endeavour to condemn. Mr. 
Locke therefore in Jiis excellent Treatife of 
the ConduSf of the UnderJIanding, and the 
Authors oi L'jirtde Tenfer^ have contented 
themfelves with a few ihort Hints about it, 
as the £fie(2 of an Irregular Imagination^ 
iamd an Impediment to us in our way to 
Truth and Happine(s: And the ingenious 
Author of the Speiiator declines his own 
Charader, and alTumes the Perfon of a Cor- 
refpondent, in the fmgle Piece ^f Raillery he 
is pleafed to beflow on thofe Gentlemen^ who 
indulge themfelves in this Intellectual Re* 
creation to an Excefs. 

The Exercife I am fpeaking of will be 
Beft defcribed and known by the vulgar Phrafc 
of Building Caftles in the Air ; a Bufinefs 
that, I am confident, has produced more 
great Men than are to be met with in Hiftory, 
and wherein a Man that has been unfortunate 
in all others, is fure to fucceed. upoq the eafy 
Condition of applying hlmfelf to it in eatnefr. 
It muft be owned indeed, that the Pleafures 
it affords are intirely imaginary, and confe- 
quently of a very Ihort and precarious Du- 
ration. Bat then as the Materials for this 

kind 
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kind of Architedure are never to feck, and 
the Application to it neither expcnfive nor 
laborious, the frequent Repetition of the 
Enjoyment -makes amends for the Fleeting- 
nefsofits Exigence. And fmce Reafbn it 
felf is only the Inftrument of Happinefs, 
it will juftify the moft fanciful Entertain* 
ments, provided they are innocent, when 
they relieve from a Senfe of Pain, or fufpend 
the Sorrows of an afHided Heart, as thd^ 
are frequently known to do. 

Among the Stoicks it was reckoned 

the trueft, the eflcntial Chara(3:er of their 

fFi/e, their Terfedi Man, that he drew all 

his Enjoyments from himfelf, and did not 

depend on Foreign Objeds for his Happinefs. 

Every thing that was not in his own power^ 

that had. not its Source within himfelf, or 

that was capable of being ravifhed from him, 

either by the Malice of others, or the 

Iniquity of Fortune, was, according to them, 

a Matter of abfolute Indinerence, and neither 

to be courted, nor avoided. Upon this Hy* 

pothefis a Caftle-Builder will oe found to 

ad moft philofophically. For the Edifices 

he raifes, and the Riches he grafps at, are in 

the flridefl: propriety his own ; fb much his 

own^ that no body elfe can covet, his Pof^ 

feffions, much lefs invade them. And tho 

he may be fenfible, that other People are 

carrying on their Works as well as himlelf, 

yec he has HtU room enough to build on, 

and need never be afraid of their encroaching 

pa 
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00 his Territorks. *Nor is it a huii A4' 
ditioo to bis SftCis^iop, (hot be can KdtA 
on the jaftnefs of bis Title, and dream in 
his etbcrtal Apf^rtments with « <ftfc Coofci' 
epcc, fince they are his own, both as to the 
Muter and Form i a Circumdaoce, which 
«QCording to Grotius and Tufniikrf, con- 
ftitates the fiilleft and moft perfefi Right, 
But n> beferioos % tho People may, and 
oftentimes do, carry thde Spores of the Ima* 
ginacion to an Extra?agance. and raife tbenh 
lelves into Vifions that may have an ill In- 
fluence on the Condwft of their Lives ; yet 
ftill this Anticipation of Feliaty in oar {tfe* 
lent Stat^ \& not. only natoral bat unavoid- 
able. In all bomao Affairs the EndK'i ever 
prior in oor Intention to the Metns \ and 
we draw the Model of a Building, and con* 
temphite its Beautv, before a ftn^e Stone be 
laid in the Foundation. To do any other- 
wife would be to a^ without Realbo and 
Deiign, and make the Life of a Man as 
comfordels and indecent as that of a Bmte. 
^ that we are all of us Csftle'BMilders io 
(bme degree or tmotber ; and the only diffe- 
rence between a rational and a whimiical 
Otftle-BuiUer lies in this one Point, that 
the former is better fiimUhed with Martsr 
than the other, and by that means makes 
much more (iibftantial and durable Work, 
tho net fct m^^nificene and beantifiil as his 
Competitor. KvA in ibme Cales the whim- 
fical CeoUcman ieems to aift the more rea- 
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(boably of cbc two. Fdr he makes a ihift 
to enjoy^ in ibme (brt, tb« ^^^ of his La* 
boars every Hour of the Day, while the 
other perhaps cooiumes a whole Life in 
ploddii^ for the Means, and drags on a 
weariibme Beine without coming to any End 
at all : A Cafe but too frequent among the 
great Adventurers for Power, Riches and 
Glory, who make the PuHuits of Avarice 
and Ambition the Ible BuCmcfs of Life. How 
happy had it been for the World, and them- 
felves too, had jiiexander^ Csfar^ and Liwis 
XIV* fiit down and peaceably dreamt them- 
felves in pofleffion of all that Empire and 
Renown, to which they not only lacrificed 
their own Repofe, but the Peace and Welfare 
of Mankind f 

I WOULD be very £ir from infinuating, 
that we ought to give a loofe to Fancy in 
its wild Rambles i^er chimerical Pleafiire, 
or employ any of our Time, that might be 
ipent to better purpole, in luch a fantaflick 
Amu(enient. I am lenfible, that giving into 
Delufions of this fort will not only obftruft 
thePrc^refs of the Mind in the fearch afler 
abftr^ and general Truths, Imt may greatly 
pqrplex us in the Management of the com- 
mon Afiairs of Life, and divert us from pur« 
(iii^ them with due Intention and Appli* 
cation, by filling the Head with romantick 
Notions^ and ei^^ng us in Projedff beyond 
our Abilities, wd produdive of nothing but 
Difappointmenc and Repentance. Yet fhlf^ 

this 
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this Power of imagining fitaitious Enjoy-* 
meats, and the natural Inclination we have 
to exerciic it, like every thing elfe in the 
human Mind, has its Ufe. Providence has 
implanted nothing in us^ that may not be 
lubfervient to noble and excellent Purpofes. 
A\iL oxxt Tafflons znd Faculties are calcula- 
ted not only to promote the Happinefs of 
the Individual, but the univerfal Good of 
the whole IntelleSiual Syftem. The Bufinefe 
therefore of a wife Man is to govern his 
Padions, and dired them to their proper Ob- 
jeHs^ not to extinguifii, or fupptefs them. 
And where the over^frcquent Ufe of any 
Faculty may, or has been attended with In- 
conveniences, it is enough to guard againft 
that frequent Ufe, without endeavouring to 
run down the Faculty it felf, under the 
Notion of a Weaknefs and Imperfedion in 
our Nature. 

Let us fee then how far the Pradlice 
of Cajlle- Building may be ufcfol ; and con- 
fining it to that, prevent its growing into 
an Error, and a mifapplicatioa of thinking. 
Hiftory is generally efteemed to be one of 
the befl: and moft profitable Studies a Gentle- 
man can purine; becaufe it brings to our 
view a great Variety of Characters, and Ex- 
amples, the moft powerful fort of Inftruc- 
tion, that are of great ufe to a Man of Senfe 
and RefleiSion, either io the Management 
of his own Affairs, or his Condud with 
regard to the Publick* But what is Hiftory, 

a any 
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any farther than it relates to our own Age 
and CoQotry ? Truly ootbibg qUc but a kind 
of Caftk'Building backwards^ wherein we 
amufe our ielves with the Fortunes and Ad- 
ventures of other Perfons, in the fiune man* 
ner we do with bur own, wheti we arc 
drawing up the Ideal Memoirs of our fii- 
ture Adions and Succefs. Nay, I believe, 
the generality of Readers of Hifiory go 
(bmething beyond this, and a<^ally embark 
tbemfelves in the A&irs they tead of, if 
not identify themfelves with fome Favourite 
Perfbn in the Story, and participate in all 
the Events of his Lile, whether profperous 
or unhappy. Now if a fruitful Imagination 
can aflemble together a great Number of 
Incidents, relatii^ either to its Owner, 07 
any other Perfon, and diipoie them in the 
iaine Regularity as in a well-writ Hiftory, 
I cannot fee any Reafbn why we ihould not 
give it now and then its Play, that will not 
equally weigh againft reading the Traniadi* 
#ns of former Times, which have no relation 
to, or influence on our own. ' 

I T is ^eed on, by nwft Writers of Mo-^ 
rabty, that in order to have a juft Notion 
of the Rights of other Men, and of the 
Duties and Obligatioas we are under to our 
Fellow-Creatures, we ihouid fuppolc our 
felves in their place, and gather what we 
owe to them, from what our felves would 
expe<3: upon chat Suppofition. This feems 

Vol.1. D •to 
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to be a neceflafy Condition to our rightly 
comprehending the Reafon of chat fifft and 
everlafting Rmc of Equity, To do to others 
as we would have them do to us. Hence 
we may fee the WifiJom of our Creator in 
giving us this imagining Facuky, and filch 
a Facility of placing our fclves in Circum- 
ftances difTereot from thofe we are really in, 
to enforce our Duty upon us, not only by 
Reafon, but by Pamon and powerful Incli- 
nation. For in Caftle- Building we are apt 
as often to lay Difficulties and Diftrefles in 
our way to Happinefe, as they are really to 
be met with in Life ; becaufe doing fo ail- 
ments the Plealure of the Fancy in after- 
wards bringing us out of them: And this 
mnfl naturally fbften the Mind, and make 
it fufceptible of the moft delicate Sentiments 
of Pity, and Generoiity. An illuftrious 
Proof hereof we have in young People, 
who are always the greatell and moft inde- 
fatigable Cajik' Builders^ at the fame time 
that, they are warmed with the pur eft Af^ 
fe<5Hons, and have their Hearts glowing with 
the tendereft and moft difinterefted Friend* 
ihips. 

In Cajile-Building "wt may alfo difcovef 
the Dignity and native Excellence of the hu* 
man Mind, and the Emptinefs of all Plealure^ 
that is not founded in Reafon and Virtue : 
For I defy the moft felfilh Perfbn in the 
World to draw any Schemes of this fort, 
that^all not take in theHappinefs of others 
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as well as his own ; and make the Exercife 
of Benevolence, and the doing of good 
Offices the chiefeft and moft delicious part 
of the Entertainment. All the Charms of 
Pomp and Power^ of Riches and Glory, 
will immediately wither in the Imagination, 
unleis they are fqppofed to be acquired by 
juft and honourable Methods, and employed 
in the performing of worthy and generous 
AiSions. A Man that has given a ML range 
to Fancy in this kind of Excurfions, will at 
laft contrad: as hearty a Contempt andDil^ 
gull of the World, as any that ever got a 
real Surfeit of it ; and fo be obliged to fix 
on tbc Pleaiiires of a virtuous and inofienflvc 
Life as the only true andfolid Felicity. And 
tho Revenge be to fbme Men a fweet bit» 
yet if it be really what Mr. Hobbes lays it 
is, only a T^efire of making another repent 
of Jome Injury he has done us^ the moft 
malicious Perfbn might be a generous Cajile- 
Builder \ fince, I fanfy, he would always . 
choole to picture the Repentance of his Ad- 
verlary as nncere and voluntary, rather than 
fqueezed out of him by Compulfion and 
Torture. A plain Evidence of the Strength 
of Benevolence in our Minds, before they 
become Qorrupted by Intereft and ill Exam- 
ple, when it will be dill burfting out upon 
us amidft our clofeft and intenieft Applica- 
tions to Self Enjoyment. 

D 2 These 
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These are the Uies that may be made 
of Caftk'Building, which fhould at leaft 
hinder as, where it does not take up 
too much time, and divert as from the Da- 
ties of our Station, from callinz it a Blind- 
fide, and an Infirmity in our Nature ; fince 
as there have been probably few sreat Men 
without a good deal of it, (b, I doubt nor, 
but many good ones hare inq>roved and 
animated their Goodnefs by the Pleafnres 
which the ims^iary as well as the real Exer* 
dfe of it has s^rded them. 

I am. Sir, 

Tour very bumble Servant, 

HiBERNicns. 
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N^ 5. Saturday^ May i, 1725. 

' ■ ■ ■ ^ 

To the Author of the Thdflm Jdumak 

Curicjum nobis Natura ingenium dedit : Et 
artis fibt ac fukhritudinis Ju£ con/cia^ 
JpeSiatores nos tMtis rerum JpeSiaculis 
genutt. Seneca, 

SIR, 

|HO Happineis, and tbe Search 
after it be the Bafloefs and Study 
of all Mankind, and nothing is 
of greater Iniportance to us in 
I^ife, than to be rightly inforniM 
wherein it confifts ; yet fuch is the Weaknefs 
of the human Undentanding, that tho there 
can be but one Way to be haf^^ there are 
as many difierent ones puriu'd, as there are 
unfettled Notions in the World about Matters 
of mere Speculation, that do not concern us 
at alL And becaufe mod of thefe, however 
fair and beautiful in the Entrance, and fb laid 
out as to prefent abundance of gay Pro(pe(^s 
to the Imagination at firft, are yet full of 
Perplexities and Dangers, there is f he greatefl 
neccflity foj onr careliilly exploring thS Paths 
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of Life, that we may not be difappointed of 
the Ends of our Journey. Every Man is for 
regulating bis own March, and flatters him- 
fejff that he ads according to Reajon, and 
the Nature of Things, when perhaps he is 
only indulging a particular whimiical Humour^ 
gratifying tome inordinate TaJ/Ion, or meanly 
imitating the Cujioms of the unthinking Vul- 
gar^ whether great or Jmall, that have In- 
fluence enough to make their Way of Life 
fajhionable, I hope tliereforc to be exdifed 
for endeavouring to treat this Subjed: more 
diftindly, and at greater Length than the 
Bounds of a fingle Paper will allow ; fince 
there is not any one Inquiry in the World, 
wherein Miflakes are either more dangerous 
or more frequent. 

The frji Motives to Adion in all Men 
are their Appetites^ of what kind fbever 
they be. I lay, the firfi Motives^ becaufc 
tho upon Forefight of ibme Inconvenience in 
the gratifying ^ciBf or a Senfe offomething 
unlovely in tne Ad that does fo, there may 
arife a Struggle in the Mind powerful enougn 
to alter our firft Refolution, yet ftill it is the 
Appetite that gives rife to the Struggle ; and 
the Change of the Relblution fubicquent to 
it, is owing to nothing elfe but the Birth of 
fome new and ftronger Inclination, or Ap- 
petite of a different Kind. Hence in vul- 
gar Speech the mod ufual Definition of Hap^ 
pinefs is, to enjoy our Wifh, or in other 
words, to gratify our Appetites and Incli- 
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oatioDS. Nor is the Definition very much 
amifs, if we confider it ^bfirai^ly. For no- 
thing can be a Happnefs to us, which wc 
do not think fb, that is> which we do not 
greatly defire in Abfence, and ardently careis 
in Fruition. But in regard we are fliort*fight- 
ed Creatures, and cannot without Thought 
and Study diftover all the natural or probable 
Coolequences of our Actions, the trueNa^ 
ture of the Pa/IIons, which of them ^re beft 
calciilated to procure us a fblid and lading 
Satisfadion, and what ObJeBs in Nature are 
the Mediums proper to convey that Satil^ 
fa<^ion to us : On thefe accounts, I fay, it 
is a dangerous Maxim, that Hafpnefs con- 
(lils at all times in the gratification of Ap 
fetite. Tho we can have no Happinefs 
without Apfetite^ yet the Wearinels and 
Satiety produced in gratifying many of our 
Apfetites; all they?^y2rtf/onesin particular, 
is a Proof, that our Hafpnefs does not lie 
there, but muft have ibme higher and nobler 
Prindple for its Origin. To difcover and 
puriiie this is the true life and End of Rea* 
Ion ; and the only Method of doing fb, is 
careful RecoUedion and Obfervation on what 
pafles in our own Breafls : My Readers there- 
fore mull accompany me in this Inquiry, 
ThePa0ions are the fame in all Mankind; 
and to judge of the Truth of what any one 
advances on Subjeds relating to them, there 
is an abfolute neceffity (and nothing elfe is 
lequifite, if matters ^re honpftly ^nd clearlv: 
' D* 4 delivcr'dj^ 
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delivered) of comparing it witli what ercry 
Man finds in himfelf ; this kind of Know- 
ledge being capable of no other manner of 
Demonftration. 

Ih order to have a juft Notion of Happu 
nefs^ confidered as a State of the Mind, wq 
mA refleA on thofe Senfations we are af^ 
feded with whenever we tmj^ine oorfelves 
happy/ and recoiled: what are the ObjeUt 
that mod naturally and conftantly excite 
them. The Senfatms then of HafPinefs, 
as I take it, may be ranged under thde three 
general Heads, Tleajure, Joy, and Tran^ 
quillity ; the two former flowing from ex* 
ternal Enjoyments, and the latter from the 
Refledion of the Mind on itfelf. For all our 
rational Entertainmems are derived either 
from the Contemplation of Beauty^ the 
Endearments of Society^ or Self-Approba-^ 
tien. *And tho Tleajkre and Jp^ in the 
common Ufe of the Words, may feem to be 
much the fame thing, yet, I apprehend, there 
is a very great Difierence betwixt them, 
both in the Senfation^ and the Caufes that 
produce it. For however Beauty be the O^- 
je£i both of ^ lea fur e and Joy^ fhU the Beau^ 
j^ is of a different kind, the one being that 
of material and inanimate Things, and the 
other of Un)ing and ficial Beings. And 
where the Caufes are fo widely difierent, the 
Effedis cannot but be fb too. 

It is foreign to the prefent Defign, to in- 
quire wherein Beauty properly confift& It 

is 
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is enough for us to know, that there are cer« 
tain Combinations of Matter and Motion^ 
that flrike the Fancy agreeably, draw graoe« 
fill Shapes, and ihed beanifol Colours on the 
Imagination* How we are aileded by &ch 
Things, may be mnch eafier fek than defcri^ 
bed. To conceive rightly of it, we need 
only refled on what we feel, when we ad- 
mire the awful Arch of Heaven, either ilhi** 
minated with one mighty Ball of Fire, or 
(bw'd over with innumerable Stars; when 
we rejoice in the lovely Appearance of the 
Morning; when we furvey the wonderful 
Face of the great Ocean ; or when we gaz« 
on the milder Charms of a rural Landskip^ 
blooming Fields, folitary Shades, and ftiil 
Waters. All Men that have not debauched 
their Tafte, either by giving a Looie to the 
groffer Tleajures of Senfe, or amufingthem* 
felves with the Vifions of Ambition and A«» 
varice, have a natural Relifh for this kind of 
Enjoyment. This is plain from what we 
may obferve in Children, in whom the firft 
S^ns they give us of their being affeded with 
any confiderd>le degree of Pleafure, are their 
Fondnels for the Light, an eager Perufal of 
every thing they fee, and an amiable Simper- 
ing at the variety of pretty things they difto^ 
ver. Hence that Impatience of Confine- 
ment lb remarkable in all young ones, and 
that they prefer rambling abroad, even by 
themfelves, and in dirty Weather, to (laying 
in a fipovenient pleaiant Chamber, with aO 

their 
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their Play*fellows aboat them. AUwbicb^ 
as it is a Proof chac we are all fufceptiblc of 
cbe Charms of Nature^ fo is it no weak Ar- 
gomenc that there muft be fome Standard of 
Beauty in Nature^ fomethiog certain and fix- 
ed, that conftantly will produce Delight in 
OS, whenever attended to. 

I KNow^ it will ht objeded from the 
variety of Taftes among Mankind, that there 
can be no fiich thing as native Beauty^ other* 
wife all Men would equally perceive it, and 
be enchanted with it. The Voluptuous pre* 
fer Chamffering and Wantonnefs to the fined 
Landsidp in Nature. There are whole Nells 
of Rakes to be met with, in all Comers of 
the Town, that fcarce ever fee the Sun, and 
think no Profped: fb delightful as that of a 
midnight Debauch. The Mifer and the 
Ambitious are taken up with Purfiiits of a 
different kind, and blind to the Charms of 
every thii^ but Wealth or Greatneis. Nay, 
there are to be found Men of good Senfe and 
Education, who have. been converfant in the 
folite Arts, and have even got a Tafte of 
Tainting, who yet, if we may judge of 
Mens Inclinations by their Adiions, fcem 
not to have the leaft Idea of any Haffinejs 
in Contemplation ; and therefore, what we 
call Beauty is a mere arbitrary thing, and 
the Tleafures it affords ^€iy fi&itious and 
imaginary. 

This is very poor Reafbning; to deny 
a Tleafure tstiy. body has fome time cur 

othc^ 
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oth^r been fenfible of, becaufe there are thole 
in the World who by Application and In- 
dulby have worn out the Impreffions of it, 
3at it is dill a greater Abfurdity to contend, 
that there is no real Beautj in H^virc^ be- 
caufe fbme Men do not, or will pot fee it. 
At this rate we might deny the very Exif' 
fence oi Truth itfelf, in regard fome Men ci* 
ther thro' Prejudice, or weaknefs of Under- 
(landing, embrace Principles that are demon- 
ilrably falfe. And becaufe there are dull hea- 
vy Rogues to be met with, that prefer a Bal- 
lad to the Iliady and take greater delight in 
I'eading fbme empty modern Performances, 
than Tula's Offices ; therefore Propriety of 
Writing, Elegance of Compofition, and Jnft« 
nefs of Thought are all a Jeft, and fo many 
Words without Meaning. 

But if (he Contemplation of Natural 
Beauty be not a Part, a great Part of our 
Hapfinefs^ P^'^y* Whence comes it that we 
reckon it fb great an ^nhaffinefs to be ren- 
dered incapable of it ? Every thing which it 
is a Mifery to be deprived of, it mufl be a 
Hafpnefs to enjoy. And the Worth of any 
Enjoyment \% t^efl to be eflimated^ according 
to the Sorrow the Lofs of it produces. Now 
who is there fb voluptuous, who fo ambi- 
tious or covetous, as not, upon cool thoughts, 
to account it a greater Misfortune to be afflic- 
ted with Blindnefsy tho at the fame time de- 
barrM none of the other Tlea/ures oSSen/e^ 
than to be divorced from bis Luxury, or cut 
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off from the Profped of Riches and Gran* 
deur ? Or where ihall we find a Man that 
does not prefer the Condition of a laborious 
Pealant wno has his Eye(ight, tho hefweats 
all Day for no more than a bare Safienance, 
and flakes his Third with no better Liquor 
than the pure Element^ to that of a Man^ 
who, amidft all the Affluence of an opulent 
Fortune, is yet cut off from the cheariul 
Face of Nature^ and Ihut out of the greateft 
Part of the Converfation of Mankind r And 
if this be fo^ can we judge any thing elfe, 
bot that thefe Tlea/ures are not only Natu^ 
ral to all Mankindt but the greatefl: we can 
teceive by the Intervention of our Senfes^ 
iince the Lofe of them is by common Con- 
&S[iotitht greatejl Vnhapfinefs of that kind 
chat can befal us ? 

It is true. tKere are Comforts of Life abfo- 
lutely neceflary to our Continuance in it, the 
Lofs of which may on that account be reck« 
oned our greateft ^nhapfinefsy as depriving 
us of all other Enjoyments. But then, as 
thefe are not jB/i^^^j" on their own account, 
fb the want of them, being only a Secondary 
Misfortune, has nprhing to do with our At* 
gument. 

Thus then we fee it is of the greateft Im- 
portance to our HapJ^inefs^ to bave a true 
Tafte of the Beauties of Nature. Some 
Tafte this way we all have ; and the Reafon 
it is not greater, is either our want of Confide- 
ration, or giving way to Aj^f elites pf a groflet 
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kind. Tbde beii^ prodadive of none but 
quick and ihort Sen/at ions j are incapable of 
procuriog us a (olid and lafting Enjoyment. 
The Violence of the Tleajkremcys upon ioi 
corre^ndent Faculty^ and nils the Mind 
with perpetual Uneafme(s and Anxiety. la 
fpite of our felves, we carry about with us a 
remembrance of thofe calm uninterruptedDe* 
lights which in our early Years, before fordid 
Intereftj or extravagant Dejires had taken 
hold on us, we enjoyed in gazing on that 
beautiful Tidiure the great Author of Nature 
has every where hung before us. And it is 
this, in a great meafiire, that in the Intervals 
of violent Tlea/ures creates in us Wearinefs 
and Di^uft, and makes us look back upon 
them with Shame and Repentance. Where* 
as^ were our natural Paflions lefs refined^ and 
our FdcuUies of a coarfer CompofitioUt that 
is, had we a Competence of Brutality^ theft 
fame violent Tleafures would be a full and 
adequate Happinefs to us, as they are now 
nothing eUc out Vanity and Vexation of 
Sprit. 

If we feek therefore for a peaceable and 
cafy Satis&dlion, free from the Turbulence of 
impetuous Paflion, and unattended with Cha^ 
grin and Satiety, let us give attention to the 
Voice of Nature ; and fmce the fVorld lies 
before us, make our fclves more Majiers of 
it, than they who have made their impudent 
Boaft oi fubduing it. ToJJeJfion is but an 
empty Name, and 'tis then only we enjoy the 

World, 
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Worlds when we ftirvey the Wonders of it, 
and content oor felves with what Nature af- 
fords us. For fince there is no other Enjoy^ 
ment of beautiful Objeds, but what arifes 
from beholding them ; in feeking for more, 
we (acrifice a real Good to one that exifls not 
any where but in Fancy. The great Works 
of Nature are incapable of being apfropria- 
ted or monopolized: So that a wife Man in 
his Meannefs has this Part of Felicity as 
much in his Reach as the ^r^^^ and iht pow- 
erful. And as the Vniverfi is an inexhau- 
(tiUe Storehoufe of Knowledge^ which no 
finite Mind is capacious enough to contain ; 
and as true Knowledge is nothing elie but an 
Enlargement of our View, the Search after 
it mifi: neceflarilv be one of the fureft Me- 
thods to make human Life run down clear 
^d gentle ; not only in regard the Tleafures 
it produces are of a calm and delicate kind, 
but becaufe there is here an Infinity of Ob- 
jects to gratify unbounded Defiret and render 
Enjoyment perpetual, 

I am^ Sir^ 

Tour very humble Servant^ 



HiBERNICUS. 
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N*^ d. Saturd^, MaySf 1725. 

To the Author of the Dublin Jtmrnal. 




' ■ ~' — 7 atria ^ carifque fropinquis 

f Quantum elargiri deceat^ quern te \Deus effe 
ujpt^ ^ humana qua farte locatus es in re^ 
T>ifce. Per SI us. 



jAVING in my laft Letecr con- 
(ider'd fo much of our Ha^inefi 
as ariies from the Contemplation 
of Beauty in ft ill Life^ the next 
thing in the Courfe of this Eflay 
is to ihet» how we are affeded by that which 
we call moral Beauty^ which clifplays itielf 
in the ji£tions of Mankind, and the Figure 
they relpedively make in the Syftem of in* 
relle^uai Beings; wherein the Enjoyment 
does not confift in the mere Speculation of 
external ObJeBs, but in the adtual Imitation 
of whatever we apprehend lovely or beauti^ 
ful in them. 

As we are Creatures thatibnd in perpe- 
tual need of Help and Afliftance, the Author 
of Nature has in great Wifdom and Goodnels 

given 
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given us Aflbciates of our own Species^ to 
draw with us in the Yoke of Life, and re* 
lieve us from innumerable Inconveniences^ 
which in a State of Solitude would be infe- 
parable from it. Had we no Companions holt 
the Brute Part of the Creation^ I faniy, none 
will difpute the Mifery of ftich a Condition* 
even tho they could be brought to underftand 
our Wants, and were tame enough to fubmic 
to all the Drudgery we fhould think fit to im- 
pofe on them. For that cannot be called 
Society y where there is not a Participation 
of rational delight ^ and an Interchange of 
Sentiments an[d Paflions ; and without JW/- 
ety no Being can be haPpy^ that is feniible 
of either Wants or Defeds. Beings of dif^ 
ferent or oppojite Natures one to the other» 
are no more capable of holding Society to« 
getber, than a Train of Difcords in Mufick 
is of producing that wonderful Combination 
of Sounds, which we call by the Name ot 
Harmony. And for this Reaibn iljiisnecef^ 
£tfy to our Happinefs. that we fhould have 
Communication with our Equals, who be* 
ingafll^ed in the fame manner we are, and 
moved by the fame Springs, may augment 
our. Tleajiire. by mingling theirs with it t 
by which means, as the Joy of every Indi- 
vidual may be difluled thro^ the Whole^ fii 
whatever Good happens to the Whole^ may 
Jbe imparted to every Individual ; in the fame 
manner as when a Man (ings in Con forty the' 
various Modulations are fo incorporated to- 

gethcr. 
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gether, that the Melody, of the fFhole fecms 
to his Ear, as if it were all the EfFed of his 
own Voice. 

I F we regard only the Out fide of Mankind ; 
his erc<2 Pofttire, the Symmetry and Propor- 
tion of his Limbs, his majeftick Looks, and 
the cxpreflive Dilpofition of his Features to 
diiplay a great Soul, or a bHevoknt Heart ; 
we fee a great deal to excite our Love and 
Admiration. Mr: HobbeSy tho not over- fond 
of complimenting his Species with too much 
naffue Excellence, yet is forced to fix on 
this as one of the Terfe6iions on which our 
Right of Dominion over the inferior Ani- 
mals is founded. And if fo, it ihould cer- 
tainly entitle, us to a natural Efteem and Re- 
iped: from one another, udlefs we contend 
ror a greater Degree of Infenfibility than 
Brutes. One of the greateft Mafiers o£ Na- 
ture that ever wrote, the immortal Shake- 
j^wr, has defcribed very finely the EfJeds 
of this external Appearance of Mankind on 
the Mind, in the Perfon of a young Lady, 
who having never feen but one or twt> Per- 
ibns before^ cries out, upon the Sight of a 
large Company, 

O JVonder / 
Hdw many goodly Creatures are there here ? 
How beauteous Mankind is ! O brave new 
That has fuch "People in it ! (JVorld^ 

Atid I believe.it will be pretty difficult to find 
Vol L E a 
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Man that can behold a numerous AfTembly of 
People with Indifference, or forbear giving 
way to a.feaet inexpreffible P/ea/urCy when 
be fees fuch a 4$*^r/^^/eventho he had no 
former Acquaintance with any in it, either in 
a Party of Mirth and good Hutmur^ or 
chearfully purfuing any of the honefi and 
laudahk Employments of Life. 

I F the exterior Show of Mankind appears 
thus beautiful to us, how much more muft 
we be charmed with thole inward Graces^ 
which the Mind, under a due Regulation, is 
capable of difcovering? As the Beauty of 
the material World is owing to the Motion 
as well as the Arrangement of its fe?eral 
Parts ; fo the Beauty of human Life confifts 
in the Actions of thole that a<ft their Pare 
in it, and the Tendency of them to promote 
the Order and decency of the Whole. When 
we perule the Linewnents of a fair and vir« 
tuous ChsraBer^ and trace in a Man*s ABtons^ 
native Honejiy^ and over-flowing Good-will^ 
we cannot forbear approving fo bright an 
Image oi Terfeiiion^ and entertaining a high 
Degree of L/yve to the amiable Perion that 
bears it. And this will happen to PerfooS 
that do not always pradile themlelves the 
Virtues they admire in others ; a plain Proof, 
that there is a n^urml Comeline/s in them, 
the ImpreJ/lons of which it is not in the pow- 
er of debauchery ttfelf to obliterate. 

Social AffeBion is natural to all Men. And 
tho Ibnie have ft«k«n it off to a great degree^ 

or 
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or at Icaft confined the Exerci/e of it in very 
fiarro\¥ Limits^ yet it if a Trincifle can ne* 
vcr be totally eradicated : Nor coofequently 
is it podible for as'to fupprefs oor Approba^ 
tion of thofe Actions that flow from it, and 
our "Delight in the Terfons that difcover the 
largdl Share of it. Men abandoned to the 
greatefl Wickednefs feek after it^ or fome- 
chiog that refembles it, in thofe with whoni 
they converft. The moft profligate Villains 
in the World, that feem to have joined ia 
Leagae againfl all Virtue and Go^dne/s^ yec 
ftaod much upon Points of Honotir and 
Friendjhip among their Confederates^ and 
not only put on great A^pear^ances of Fide-^ 
lity to them^ but very frequently have 
Courage enough to die in confirmati- 
*OD of it. So that it ihould feem to be 
rather want ^i Confidence in the reft of Man- 
kind, than any fixed Principle oi Malice^ or 
total Extinction of Afe^ion, that makes 
Men either difl?oneft or ungenerous ; for if 
every Man believ'd his Neighbours kind and 
fine ere y none could have any real Inter eft in 
being a Villain or Hypocrite. But whether 
this be ib or 00, here is a plain Acknow- 
ledgment of the Neceflity of ibme Society^ 
aodfbme Degree oi fic'tal Afifedtion^ to make 
Life ^bapfy. And certain it is, that there 
caoaot be ioi^^M a more miferable Being 
than one that mcrald live In endlefs T>iftrujt^ 
SnJ^iciOH^ and Jealoujy of all others ; which 
wo^ uadoabt^dly be the caie of a Beings that 

E 2 was 
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was utterly diveftcd of foclal AffeEiion^ arid 
is adually more or lels fo of all thofc in 
whom the felfijh Principle has taked fiich 
deep Root\ as to deprive the others of any 
part of their Nourifioment. 

It is granted by all, that for Men to join 
in Society^ to enter into Centrals t6 abftain 
from Afis of Violence and Injufticei and 
live together as if they really did ejieem and 
love one another, is abfolutely rieccflary to 
make Life eajy and comfortablek Wicked 
Men are hereby kept under, and retrained 
itom breaking loofe on their harmlefs and 
peaceable Neighbours. People enjoy the 
Fruit of their Labours without Difturbance : 
They carry on their Affairs with Calmnefs 
and Sobriety^ and purfiie their T)iverJions^ 
with Innocence and Freedom ; and every, 
thing wears a Face of l^ecency, good Order ^ 
and Elegance. Thefe are the EfTcdts of 
Laws and Conftitutions. Now if Actions 
done from Political Confiderations arc ft) 
beneficial, how much more Tleafure muft 
they afford, when they fpring from pure 
Good-will^ and Sincerity of AffeBion i If 
Obedience to a Scheme of Life impofed on 
us under ^Penalties be capable of making us 
thus happy ^ furely when we fell in with it out 
of Choice and Inclination^ our Hapfinefs 
muft be far greater. Is it good that we ihould 
be compelled v^ confiilt the publick Welfare^ 
and the Safety of our Neighbours^ and would 
it not be ketter^ that wc were drawn to dp 

fo 
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(6 by a Law of Kindnefs ? In fhort, fince 
tht outward Aiis of Goodnefs tend fo much 
to oar Comfort aad Satisfa£fion^ it is evi- 
dent, they will carry it to a much greater 
Hemht, when accompany'd with the inward 
^ijpojition. 

I M I G HT here appeal to every Man's owa 
Experience^ whether our higheft Notions of 
Tleafure^ when rightly examined, do not at 
laft terminate in rational Love^ and Jocial 
Joy. Let us (iippole ourfelves placed in thofe 
Circumftances wherein the unthinking Pare 
of Mankind imagine Happinefs confifts. Let 
us mould up all the pleajtng Images that Ka^ 
ture^ affifted by Art, can afford ; tranfport 
om{t\vts to every Scene of Life that is gay 
and glittering ; call forth all our Ideas of 
Grandeur and Magnificence ; and put our- 
felves in pofleflion of whatever Luxury^ ^- 
varice and Ambition can defire. I have al- 
ready taken notice in a former Paper how 
apt we all are to amuie ourfelves in this man* 
ner ; and a Man of a warm Imagination may 
for a while die away iniht^ijionary Tara^ 
dije. But who is there would be content 
with all this, if none clfc were to be Sharers 
with him, or could tafte of his Happinefs 
but himfelf ? What Tkafure is JVealth ca- 
pable of beftowing, unlcft it be communica^ 
tedl And what is there defirable in Tower ^ 
but the Exercife of it in Acts of Goodnefs ? 
Who is there favage enough to choofe a /&- 
litary Felicity ? And is not Solitude itfelf 
E 3 preferable 
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preferable to a Society where there ihoold be 
no Benevelence^ no ^ntm of AffeBion^ nor 
Intercourfe of Ktndnefs ? In a word^ fince 
without Society^ what we call the Goods of 
Z//^ would be of no manner of Signifi- 
cance to us, does it not appear, that the 
Rcaibn why we coxxn Society^ is not to fc- 
cure ourfelves in the Poffeffion of them, as 
fbme People have very weakly imaginedy but 
that we (eek after them only as th)f Means of 
facial Tleajkre, and ufeful Infiruments for 
making the Avenues to it more Jmooth^ re- 
gular^ and agreeable ? 

SIR, 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

/ HiBERNICUS. 



«0^^IOi 



NO 
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N*^ 7. Saturday, May 15, 1725. 

: , — i , — 

Nee Ji quid olim lujit Anacreon 
"Delevit JB,tas. Hor. 

To HiBERNICUS. 

SIR, 

\ATINy ipcakiog of the nine Ly- 
rick Poets mentioned by Tetro- 
niusj of whofe vaft Labours ib lit- 
tle has defcended to us, (ays, the 
Fragments of Anacreon alone 
are capable of giving him Comfort for the 
Lofs of all the reft. On me, I mud confefi, 
the Fragments of Anacreon have a different 
Efled ; not that their Beauties give me Xt^k 
Pleafiire, but more Pain, when by the De- 
light I, take in thofe that we have iav'd, I 
meafure the Delight I fhould have taken in 
thofe that we have loft ; efpecially, when I 
confider my felf as robb'd of this Delight, 
not (b much thro' the Violence of Inndcl- 
Barbarians, as thro* the Zeal of over-ptous 
Chriftians. For John de Medicis, afterwards 
Pope Leo the Tenth, informs us, when yet 

E 4 ^a 
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a Boy, he ufed to hear T)emetrius Cbalcondyla 
(ay, the Greek Fathers formerly were held in 
fuch high Eftirpation by the By/s:,afttine E'qa- 
perors, that purely upon their account were 
committed to the Flames many of the old 
Greek Poets, particularly thole in whofc 
Compofures were found the little Levities of 
Love^; that tbusithe Comedies of Menander^ 
^Diph'tlus^ Apollodorus, Philemon and Alexis ^ 
with the Verles of Safpbo^ Eriftna^ Ana- 
€reon^ Mimnermus, Blon^ Alcman, and Al- 
caus were made away, and (among many 
others) the Popms of Gregory Nazianzen 
were fubftituted in their (lead; which, as the 
Pope goes on, however incitive of a warmer 
Spirit of Devotion, were yet inferior to the. 
others, in true Propriety of the Attick ©/• 
alexin and flowing Elegance of the Greek 
Tongue. Efut bendes the Wprks of Gregory 
pf Nazianzunij thpfe of the elder Apolli^ 
narU^ who had reduced the Old Teftament 
into a perfpd Syjiem of Toetry, wpre to 
fupply the Antients : his Accpunt of thp Jew^ 
ijb Affairs from Adam down to Saul, which 
he divided into four and tyvepty Books, each 
in its Turn uflicr*d in with a Letter of the 
Greek Alphabet^ in Eplck Toetry was to (land 
for Homer ; and his other Pieces comprehenr 
ding the reft of the |acrcd Story, if in the 
Comtek w^y, for Menander \ if in Tragick. 
for Sophocles, pr Euripides ; and jf in the 
Lyriek, foxTindar: while in Profe Writing, 
the Arguments of Bajil were to (crvc for 

thofc 
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thofe of ^emofthenes ; aod the Dialogues of 
jlpolllnaris the younger, which he compofed 
out of the Epiftles and Gofbels, for thofe of 
Tlato. Purfuant to this Scneme, they held 
it in their Schools as finflil for Chriftians to 
read fuch Books as every where were filled 
with the Names of Tagan Idols j and by a 
Canon in the Council of Carthage ejcprefly 
condemn'd the reading of them. But the 
laft Coujf de Grace w^s givep to Learning by 
Gregory the Great ^ who ordpr'd the Talatine 
Library at Rome to be burnt ; that Library ^ 
upon whole Walls the few of the Antients 
that had efcaped the Shipwreck of the Times, 
had hung up as it were their votive Tablets. 
By this we fee, how Virtue may have its Ex- 
cefs, a$ well as Vict, and equally requires 
Moderation ; fince tljefc very Fathers, who 
were remarkable for their Averfion to the 
AntientSt were, as Pope Leo tells us, no lefs 
remarkable for their Virtue, Integrity and 
Religion. But here l^t qs dtgrefs a little to 
applaud the Moderation pf ^ohn of Conftan- 
ttnople^ fecond to none of all the Fathers in 
Piety and Learning, (he that for his Angular 
Eloquence obtaind the Sirname of Chry^ 
/djiom) to whole proper Care and Authority 
w? owe it, that the whol^ Works of Artfto^ 
fk^nes were npt de(|:roy*d, as ypu may fee in 
Fabricius^ at the fame Jun(9xire. Montaigne^ 
a Man of critical Obfervation, remarks upon 
this Qccafion, that when firft our. Religion 
|)egan to g^in i^mhority with t|i^ Laws; its 
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Zeal armed many againft all forts of Tagan 
Authors, whofe Lois is ever to be deplored by 
the Lovers of the Belles-Lettres ; a Zeal, 
fays he, that if I am right, has done more 
hurt to Learning, than all the Fury of the 
Vandals. Of which Cornelius Tacitus is a 
(uflBcient Tcftimony : for tho the Emperor 
Tacitus J his Relation, had taken care to fill 
all Libraries of the World with his Writings; 
cot lb much as one intire Copy of them could 
efcape the curious Search of thole that fought 
to abolifh them, for a few idle Claufes they 
contained contrary to our Belief. 

B u T of all the Sufferers of Antiquity, I 
am touched with Grief for none more lenfibly, 
than for Anacreon\ whole various and de- 
lightful Verfes, I might lay wife (ftnce So- 
crates is not a^iam'd to give him that Title, 
no more than Athenaus that of Chafie and 
Sober") were committed to the Flames, not 
for a few idle Claules contrary to our Belief, 
but, as we have feen above, for a few lit- 
tle Levities of Love. I cannot forbear ap- 
plying to this Subjed two Lines of a memo- 
rable French Tradlator, not a little to the 
Purpofe. 

Ceux qui far trepfuyant Venus efiriventy 
Faillent autant que ceux qui trof lafurvent. 

They that are too fevere^ as faulty prove. 
As they that too obfequious are to Love* 

For 
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For who could be fo cniclasto fet the Mufes 
ac odds with VenuSy fince (iire no Deities tate 
better together, or owe more to one another ? 
W'hoe?er ihall rob the Mujes of the Cbmpa* 
ny of Leve^ will rob them of their beft En- 
tertainment ; as he that (hall debar Cufid of 
the Ornaments of the Mufes ^ will debar him 
of his beft Weapons, /inacreouy in his alle- 
gorical way, feems to infinuate this Pofition» 
where he tells us, that ** L9V€ once ftray- 
<< ing fi'om his Mother, was taken Captive 
<< by the Mnfis^ who binding him in Cnains 
^ of Flowers^ gave him up to theCuftody of 
<< BeMtty^ their Attendant : Venus m kdixch 
^ of ho: little Son, ofiers to ranfbm him from 
<^ his Slavery, while he, tho freed from iiis 
^ Chains, and fet at Liberty, choofes of his 
^^ own accord to ferve them frill, preferring to 
^ Liberty itfelf, the Slavery of the Mufes^^ 
But as to the Works of AuMrem^ Sui- 
das^ befides his Odes^ mentions fix or (even 
other Species of his Poeory, among which 
wae Elegies^ Hymns^ and lambicks^ all lofr, 
' except a few Fragments of them [^eferyM in 
the Quotations of feme antiedt Authors. And 
Bdmes fyom this Paflage in Horace^ 

• Et Fide Teia 

fDices labor antes in una 
^enelopen^ vitreamque Circen ;. 

fiippofes him*to have written a Poem upon . 
the amorous Strife of TeneloPe and Circe, in 

fevpw of Viyjgres, 
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But to film up all, Strai^o tells us that the 
Verfes of jinacreon were full of the Name of 
' ^ofycrates his great Benefactor : Now in all 
the ]^maiQS of Anacreon there is not fb 
much as aoy mention made of the Name of 
^olycrates. And Lucum, talking of the 
Murder of Tolycrates by Ortetes^ and his 
Daughter's Application to Darius for Re- 
venge, concludes, that he had drawn the 
Particulars of that Account from the Verfes 
of Anacreon. By which we may guefs, how 
little his Odes (the only intire Pieces we have 
left) are in comparifbn to his other Works. 
However, little as they are, they do not mifs 
of giving us great Delight, when we confidcr 
their Beauties and Graces ever-fmiling, atten- 
ded with an Air fb delicate and eafy, that in 
the Juc^cnt of Rapin^ there is nothing in 
Antiquity comparable to them. And truly, 
if Poetry, as the Criticks define it, be but a 
Copy of Nature, appearing flill more beauti- 
ful, the more it refembles its Original, no 
Poetry can vie for Beauty with that of A- 
nacreon^ fince none can boafl a nearer Refem- 
blance of Nature. Where can we find a 
Style morefoft and tender, or a Fancy more 
free and fprightly, yet void of thofe little 
Witticifms of Turns and Toints^ fo meanly 
eftcem'd by the Antients, tho fo highly by 
the Moderns ? Madam T>acier^ jn the Preface 
to her Anacreon, addreffing herfelf to thofe 
who neither underflanding Greek nor Latin^ 
might poflibly complain, that the Oies of 

Anacretm 
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jfnacreon ended in a manner they call cold^ 
that is to fay, without a Toint^ informs thero, 
that this was the ordinary Style of the found- 
eft Antiquity. Open a Homers and you wili 
find gocnd Senfc thro^out, in every Page, in 
every Line : but then you will not find one 
fingle Toint ; he imitates Aature in all, he ^ 
follows Reafon, and never prefents to the ' 
Imagination, an Image that is not lively and 
noble. This is the Beauty of Anacreon. 
The Latins alfo were a long time before 
they knew the Toint ; and if they Ibme* 
times made ufe of it, 'twas dill with fuch 
referve, that we mull rather admire theur 
Judgment in ufing it fo fparingly, than their 
Default in ufing it at all. But yet 'tis certain, 
that livhen it was moft in vogue among them, 
'twas at the time when they had moft dege* 
Derated in their Ai^ions from the Virtue^ and 
in their Writings from the Purity of their 
Anceftors. Whoever would draw a Parallel of 
thofe Authors, by whom the Toint was moft 
or leaft afiec^ed, will be furnifli'd with nota« 
ble Examples out of the Epgrams of Mar- 
tial and Catullus ; thofe of the firft ever 
ending in the Toint ^ thofe of the latter in 
the Anacreontique ; that is to fay, in a Word 
that carries fbme furprizing Sting in it, or in 
the SimpUcity of fbme delicate Expreflion. 
And how far the latter way of writing was 
preferable to the former, in the Opinion of 
Andreas Naugerius^ an excellent Judge of 
Poetry, we may gather from the year^^ Sa- 
crifice 
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crifice he ufed to make of a Volume of 
Martiars Epigrams to the Manes of Catu/* 
lus. For a farther Charader of the Delica- 
cies of Anucreon^ I fliall refer you to the 
Account Cupid gives of them,' as Mr. Cow^ 
ley makes him aiddrels the Poet iu his own 
LtDgqage. • 

Ml thy Verfe is fifterfar. 
Than the downy Feathers are 
Of my JVings^ or of my Arrow Sy 
Of my Mother^s Doves and Sparrows. 
Sweet as Lovers frejheji Kiffes, 
Or their riper following Blijfes \ 
Graceful^ cleanly y finoothy and rounds 
All^mith Veaus* Girdle bound. 





N^8- 
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N^ 8. Saturday, May 22, 1725. 




The Contioaatioii of our former. 

Anacreonta Teium, 
^i Per/kpe cava tefludine Jlevit 4morem^ 
Km eiabwratum ad^dem. H or. 

To HlBERNICUS. 

SIR, 

|FTER having faid {6 much in 
the commendation of Anacreon, 
I thought it; not improper to fend 

you a Tranflation of one of his 

mod beautiful Odes^ in which akme (I (peak 
as to the Original) are all the Elegancies I 
have defcrib'd ; but chiefly I lend it to yott 
for the Benefit of your Femaie Readers, who, 
better by Example than Precept, will kara 
to put a jufter Value upon the wretchedly 
witty and romantick Style wkh which they 
arc daily perfecuted in their Love-Verfis^ 
But firft I muft obferve, that in this Ode 
I do not fhidy to give you the very Words 
he ipoke, fb much as his manner of ipeak- 

ing; 
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ing ; and therefore Ihall not take offence at 
fuch as wilKnot allow it to be a Tranflation 
of Anacreon^ if they will only allow ic 
to be an Anacreontique. And for this liber- 
ty of Tranflating I ihall plead the Autho- 
rity of Lord Rojcommon^ in whofc Judg- 
ment, all Lovers of the Mufes mult implicitly 
ac4uielce. 

Words in one Language elegantly tis^d^ 
Will hardly in another be excused t 
Andfome that Rome admired in CaefarV Time^ 
May neither fuit our Genius nor our Clime. 
The Genuine Senfe intelligibly told. 
Shews a Tranjlator^ both difcrect and bold. 

Anacreontique. 

AS it haffen'don a Nighty 
Full of Rain and void of Light, 
^ijmal Night, when not a Star 
Shone in all the Hemiffhere ; 
And on Earth byjleef o£frefs% 
Ev^ry Soul was gone to reft ; 
Love, unknown to me before^ 
Jjovt flood knocking at my T^oor. 
Whence^ and who^ fo late at Night, 
{Said /, waking in a fright) 
7)are Jo rude a knockmg keep. 
To diflurb my downy Jteef^ 
Sleep from ev'ry Sorrow free. 
Sleep fo rare a Guefl to me? 

Uftk 
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Little caufe have you to fear, 

fVbence we come, of- who we are 

Love, the fubtle Rogup, re f lies] 

Centk Stranger, pr<^ thee, rife ; 

And fome tender Care imfloy 

On a little harmlefs Boy, 

Who long wandring up and down, 

Vnacquainted with the Town, 

Trembling, cold, and tvet all o'er. 

Here have lit upon a'\boor. 

Mo^d at what the Urchin faid^ 

Simple Fool, I rofe from Bed, * 

Struck a light, and of d the T>oor^ 

Where a little Boy I fpfd. 

Wings that on his Shoulders wore^ 

Bow and Arrows by his fide. 

Entring, I his Name inquire \ 

Lead me, Mafter, to the fire ; , 

For my Name, he made reply, 

Tou fhall know it hy and by, 

I led him to\ all feeming mild. 

And as he faid, a harmlefs Child, 

Hts little Hands fo chill with cold. 

In mine to warm, I fondly hold ; 

His little Locks, fo wet with Rain, 

I gently wring and dry again. 

When ft rait reviving by my care. 

When warm'd his Hands, and drfd his Hair,. 

Landlord ! faid he, I fain wo/d know. 

How fares my 'Dart, how fares my Bow ? 

If proof againft the Wet or no. 

Landlord r How fares my 'Dart and Bow ? 

Vol.1. F He 
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He bent bis Bow^ he fixt his T>art^ 
And Jhot me full into the Heart. 
Stung with unjiifferahle Tain^ 
I drew the ^art with might and main ; 
With might, and main I Orew the "Dart^ 
But left th* imprejfion on my Hearty 
Of her whofe Image it did bear^ 
Cloe, the Gods peculiar Care. 
All this he faw^ and feeing finiVd^ 
1^0 more a little harmlefs Child^ 
But little Imfj devoid ofjhame ; 
Then J faidhe^ would you know my Name ? 
Capid Pm calPd by Gods above ^ 
By Men below^ the Pow'r of Love ; 
The TPow^r in Men and Gods injpires. 
All tender Thoughts^ and amorous Fires. 
Above when minded to be greats 
In Venus' Court I keep my State^ 
Venus, myxMother^ Queen of Love, 
Whom yet I no more fear than Jove ; 
Jove often turn'd^ to Jhew my TowW. 
To Bull or Swan, to Flame or Shower. 
Below ^ when weary of the Skies ^ 
I keejp incog, in CloeV Eyes^ 
Whence all my private pranks I play ^ 
And wound a thoufand aearts a T>ay : 
A thoufand^'^^ ay ! as many Hearts^ 
As fl^e has Looks ^ or I have Tiarts. 
But fare you welly for now I knowy 
Safe is my T^art^ fafe is my Bow ; 
Happy for you, could you but fay. 
Tour Heart were half as fafe as they. 



If 
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If Faile, as is laid, be fb eflential to Poe- 
tiy, that there can be no Poetry without it, 
rable^ as a French Critick' ohihryes, being 
to Poetry what the Figure is to the marble 
Statue, no Poet fure was ever ib happy as 
jinacreon ; ever wrapt up in an Allegory fo 

f>lain and eafy, as ihews its meaning, in its 
eeming Unwillingnels to Ihew it. Like the 

■ Latentls proditor intimo 
Gratus TuelU rifus ah angulo^ 

Or the 

digitus directum lacertis 
Ant digito male fertinaci ; 

Which Horace^ in my Lord Foffington*i 
words, touches to liich a Nicety. The La- 
dies will bed conceive what I mean by this 
feeming Unwillingnels, when I compare it to 
the Net^work^ they often cover their Bolbms 
With, which thra* a thoo&nd little Teef -holes 
difiavers thofe Beauties it feems put on to 
hide ; or to the Language of their Eyes^ 
which never more clearly reveal their Taffion^ 
than when they moft endeavour to conceal it* 
It is the Behaviour of VirgiPs Galatea^ and 
Gallus's Tuella. 

Malo me Galatea fetit lafiiva ^uella^ 
Et fugit ad falices^ at fe cupt ante videri* 

• Virg. 

Erubuit Vultus ipfa Tuella meos^ 
Et nuncjubridens latebras fugitiva fetebat ; 
Non tamen effugiens^ tot a later f voUnsi 
F 2 Sed 
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Sed tnagis ex aliqua cupebat parte viderii 
Latior hoc multa, quod male te6fa foret. 

Whom Mr. Tope has fo well copied in the 
^elia and Silvia of his Tajioral calPd the 
Spring J 

strephon/ 

Me gentle Delia beckons ffom the Tlain^ 
Then hid in Shades ^ eludes her eager Swain ; 
But feigns a Laugh to fee me fear ch around^ 
And by that Laugh the willing Fair is found. 

D A P H N I S. 

The f^rightly Silvia tript along the Green^ 
She runs, but hopes Jhe does not run unfeen ; 
While a kind Glance at her Turfuer flies^ 
How much at variance are her Feet and Eyes ? 

Such willing Nymphs are the Fables of 
Anacreon^ of which I have the rather taken 
notice, becauie I do not remember they 
have been obfervM in that Light by any of 
the Critic ks. 



N^5?. 
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N^ p. Saturday^ May 29, 1725. 




■ ^icquid Chart is amlcttur ineftis. 

HOR. 

To HiBERNlCUS. 

SIR. 

[S I was always exceedingly fond 
of your Defign, I cannot but be 
equally forry, that I ihould have 
any occadon to be difTatisfied with 
your manner of esllecuting it. Tho 
this be but a fcurvy Compliment to an Au- 
thor, yet if you have all tnat Thilofophy in 
your Temper which you have made a Show 
of in yoqr Writings, you will not be affront- 
ed at it ; efpecially when you confider my 
Reafons for complaining of you. What I 
chiefly find fault with is, That in a Paper 
intended for the Ufe of the Publick, you 
write too much to a particular Tafte. Your 
Refledlions are too general, and too fpecu- 
lativc, to be either of great Ufe or Enter- 
tainment to the Bulk of your Readers. I 
could therefore wifli, that inftead of your 
abdraft Reafonings and Obfervations on ge- 

JF 3 ncral 
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neral Life, you would apply yourfclf to cor- 
redt tbofe many Diforders aud Abfurdities 
chat the prefent Age is io very fruitful in, to 
weed out which is the proper Bufinefs of fiich 
a Paper as yours ; fince they commonly lie too 
low to be levcird at either by the Tenuities of 
the Laws J or the facred Satir of the Tulpit. 

There is an Evil of this kind which I 
have often wifliM you would take under your 
Confideration : 1 mean the bad Tafte of Wri- 
ting that has of late Years fb prevailed among 
the Inhabitants of thefe IflandS) and the vile 
choice of Subjeds that has been made by 
many of our Writers. Wit and Learning 
ihould never be employed but in fuch a man- 
ner, as to be made iiibferyient to Virtue and 
good Manners. Yet how little has there ap- 
pear'd of late among us conducive to thoie 
excellent Purpofes ; I mean from thofe Gen- 
tlemen that write to the polite and gay part 
of Mankind ? This is the more fiirorizing, 
when we have fb many admirable Authors 
ftill living, that are grown grey in the Service 
of Virtue, and have acquired a Tlcputation, 
which affords the grcateft Encouragement to 
others to lay out their Wit and Learning ip 
the fame manner. 

From the lying by of theft great Men, the 
Szgtsoi Grubjlreec have taken the advantage 
of uttering vaft Quantities of their Merchant 
dizethto^ the Nation, to the infinite Detri- 
ment of the Fair-Trader J and great DiP 
couragemcnt of the Stable Manufa6iures^ 

The 
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The Englijb Reader has been much impofed 
ujpoQ by XraDflacions from the Latin and 
French^ by People who underftand neither 
the Language from whence^ nor that into 
which they made the Verfion. Every one 
will readily recoiled: Inftances enough of this, 
to fave me the labour of mentioning them. 
And which is ftill more intolerable, the Au« 
thors we are in this manner fupplied witb» 
arc very frequently a Scandal to their own 
Tongue, before they come over to do y^* 
nance in ours. 

This every one will own to be a very 
great Grievance ; but there is dill another, 
which, tho not {o often taken notice of, has 
an equal tendency to * corrupt the Tafte of 
the more young and unwary lort of Readers. 
Such are the fabulous Adventures and Me- 
moirs of T ir at es^ Whores y and TickPockets^ 
wherewith for fome time pad the Pre(s has (b 
prodigioufly fwarmed. Your Robinfon Cru- 
foe\ MollFlandersX Sally Salisbury^ ind 
"^ohn Sh€phard% have afforded notable In- 
ftances how eafy it is to gratify our Curio- 
fity, and how indulgent we are to the Bio- 
*graphers of Newgate ^ who have been as 
greedily read by People x)f the better fort, as 
the Compilers of Lajl Speeches and ^ying 
Words by the Rabble. It were well how- 
ever, if the Diforder ftopt here. It may, 
for ot^ht I know, be of fbme ufe to know 
the Artifices of Sharpers, and the Manners 
and Cuftoms of Newgate. It may perhaps 

f /^ prefeive 
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preferve a Country Booby, at (bme time or 
other, from being made a Property on his 
coming to Town, or, it may be, eoroll'd as 
a Member of that hopeful Community. But 
fo luxuriant is our Invention, that it has fur- 
nifhedus Performances, which it would be the 
higheft Effort of Wit to find out any Uic 
for at all, unlefs in their Dedrudion. 

A NEW Vein of Wit has been lately dif- 
covered, and a Method of Writing, which 
may be properly enough diftinguifhed by the 
Name of the Onfavoury ; a kind of Back- 
ward Perfedbion in Drollery. The Wonder^ 
ful Wonder of Wonders^ is, if 1 miflake not, 
intended as a Satir on the human ^ofteriors. 
I am utterly at a lofs to know what Offence 
this Part of our Body has given this witty 
Author, to deierve fuch unmerciful Treat- 
ment, or by what Authority it comes under 
the Injpeftion of any one, after it has gone 
thro' its legal Courfe of Tiifcipline in the 
Grammar School^ and received its Manumi/^ 
Jion in due form. I have read a Syftem or 
two of Anatomy^ that I might fee in what 
particular Mufile, Vein^ or Artery belong- 
ing to this Region^ the Ridicule could lie ; 
but upon the moft accurate Obfervation could* 
find no Fund of Mirth there, unlefs it were 
to a Surgeon. For which reafbn, bcfides that 
it betrays great want of Courage to attack us 
thus in the Rear^ I would humbly propofe it 
to the Wifdom of the Nation, that all the 
Copies of this Wonderful "Piece be fccured 

ia 
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in a proper Tlace, and applied to the Vfe of 
the Party offended. 

. The Art ofF ing in two Tarts com- 
plete^ S?r. is another witty Treatife of the 
fame Nature, and writ with equal Spirit 
and Fancy, and in a Language that bears a 
very natural Similitude with tne Art it endea- 
vours to teach. I cannot but think it for the 
Intercft of the Publick, that the Natives of 
tbefe Kingdoms ihould be infpired with a bet- 
ter Ambition, than to excel in fuch an unman- 
nerly Qualification. For I doubt not but (c- 
ver^l ingenious Trtze^'nakers have already 
taken the hint to raifc Inteftine Commotions 
among the Country People on this account, 
and make young Fellows ias emulous of a ftrong 
explojfive Faculty^ as they formerly ufed to 
be of their Dexterity, in handling the Quarter- 
llaff^and Cudgel. And by this means, it may 
come to be as creditable^ in a fhort time, to 
ftink an Antagonift out of the Field, as to 
fend him away with a broken Head ; and a 
Fellow that has not the Art of making Fair 
Speeches^ need not defpair of winning his 
Sweet-heart, provided he can but falute her 
with zfoul Smell. 

B UT the Author of Some few feriot^^nd 
cleanly Meditations on a Bog-houje, fcems to 
have reached a Strain beyond any of his 
Competitors^ in this way of Writing, and it 
is to be hojed has gone very deep into his 
Subjed, b«bre he ventured to publifli his 
Thoughts to the World upop it. As he is 

perhaps 
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perhaps the firft Rhetorician that cvct jpsint- 
ed the Beauties of the ^unghil^ fo I (hould be 
extremely glad he were encouraged with a 
Monopoly of the Bufinefs^ and a Privilege 
to hinder all Interlopers from haying the ledl 
Finger in it. 

1 CAN hardly imagine what has put our 
modern Wits upon this new Scent of Ridi- 
cule. True Humour, I amfure, there is none 
in it : For nothing in Nature is ridiculous, 
but as it is either mifapplied where it is, or 
affeded where it is not ; in both which Cafes 
the Laugh rifes from Men, and not from 
Things. But perhaps the Pefign of thefe 
Authors, in writing their T>irty Eflays, was 
to gratify the Itch of Scribbling^ without 
running the Risk of being mauled oy the Cri- 
ticks. If they had only this in view, it muft 
be owned, that the Method they have taken 
has been admirably well calculated for fuch an 
End. For they are hereby indeed enabled, 
like the Stink-fot-flingers of Antiquity, to 
Keep their Enemies at a due Diftance. Were 
it not for that, the Artillery might with a 
great deal of Eafe be turned on themfelves. 

P^ nothing is more ufual than to purdie a 
Hint of this kind, that has been once (lart* 
cd, I expect, there will be a great Number of 
more elegant Pieces fhortly jpubliihed upon 
the Model of thefe worthy Originals ; and 
that there ihall not be a Place oiJUlafiinefs in 
Great Britain^ or Ireland^ but what (hall 
.contribute to the Wit and Mirth of his Ma- 

jcfty's 
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jcfty's Liege Teople^ nor ao Author among 
us take aDofc olThyJkk, but with a View 
to the AdvancemcDt of Learning, and refi^ 
ning our Tafte. And as no body knows how 
far Men will go, when they are once got in« 
to the Road of Diicoveries, I doubt not, but 
in fbme convenient time, our Tifs^Tots may 
furniih Materials for fine Writing, and many 
fublime Meditations be /quirted out of a 
GliJier-TiPe. And (bould there ever happen 
to be a Club of this exquifite Rtlijh ereded, 
I (uppoie, it will be one of their fundamm^ 
tal Conftitutions to work out all their Com-^ 
fojitions fitting upon a Stools and take their 
Denomination, like the Terifateticks^ and 
fome other Seds of the antient Philolbphers, 
fi-om the Tofiure in which they perform their 
Exercifes. 

I A M lorry, 1 ihould be obliged to dwell 
fo long upon fo indecent a SuDJedl, which 
prefents no Idea to the Imagination that does 
not tend either to affront, or pollute it. But 
the Evil feems to be fo growing among us, that 
there was a Neceflity of turning it into Ridi- 
cde, in the Style proper to it ; fince to have 
argued ferioufly againfl it, would be little 
lels impertinent^ than it is to he guilty of it. 
How defpicable mud they appear in the 
Eyes of Men of Senfe, who can thus fit 
down, and in cool Blood compofe Strings 
of ambiguous Phraies, to ferve as Vehicles 
for their immodefl: and beaflly Images? A 
Mgn of common Civility would bluih to 
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vent liich Difcourfe in welKbred Company ; 
and yet thefe numftrous Writers are not ama- 
Died to let the World know that their vile 
Thoughts accompany them to their Ckfets^ 
and are the Baunefs of their Retirements. 
There is no harm in Mirth, provided it be 
managed fo as not to be (hocking to Decen- 
cy and good Manners ; which whenever we 
tranlgrefs, we grow Merrier than fViJhr^ and 
inftead of acquiring the Charader of Agree* 
able^ bring upon our felves the juft Contempt 
due to Buffoonery. 

I am^ Sir, 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

Perdomisos. 



^W^ 



N* 



lo. 
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LAaite'^^! 



>ri':^:-'^^^'-^-^^ 




N^ 10. Saturday, June 5, 1725. 
^.^^^Ri^ias in jus malts r idem em alienis. 

HOR. 
Tb HiBERNICUS. 

|HERE is fcarcc any thing that 
concerns human Nature, which 
does not deierve to be inquired 
into : 1 fend you fbme Thoughts 
upon a very common Subjed, 
Laughter; which you may publifh, if you 
think they can be of any ufe, to help us to 
underftand what fb often happens in our own 
Minds^ and to know the Ufe for which it is 
dcfign'd in the Conftitujtion of our Nature. 

ARISTOTLE, in his ^r/ of Toetry^ 
has very juftly explained the Nature of one 
Species of Laughter^ viz. the Ridiculing of 
^Perfonsy the Occafion or Obje<9t of which 

heteUs us, is *ApffTiffut n ^ ai^; ifi^m i^ oJ 

f^«fT/jeoV ; Some Miftake^ or fome Turj^itudcy 
without grievous ¥ain, and not very per* 
nicious or dejiruBive. But this he never in- 
tended as a general Account of all forts of 
Laughten 

Bur 
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But Mx.Hobbes, who very much owes 
his Charadcr of a Wilofapber to his aflb- 
mingpoficive foJenm Airs, which he ufes moft 
when he is going to affert fome palpable Ab- 
lurdity, or fome ill-natur'd Nonienfe, alTures 
us, that * Laughter is nothing elfe hvxjudden 

• Glory J arifing from fome Hidden Concept 
' tion of fome Eminency in our ielves^ by 

• comparifon with the Infirmity of others, 

• or with our own formerly ; For Men laugh 

• at the Follies of themfelves paft, when they 

• come fuddenly to remembrance, except 
' they bring with them any prefent Diiho- 

• nour.' 

This Notion the Authors of thcSPeffators 
N^47, have adopted from Mr. //i^w^j. That 
bold Author having carry'd on his Inquiries, in 
a fingular manner, without r^ard to Autho* 
xities ; and having fallen into a way of fpeak- 
ing> which was much more intelligible than 
that of the Schoolmen^ foon became agreeable 
to many free Wits of his Age* His grand 
View was to deduce all human Adions from 
Self-Love : by fome bad Fortune he has 
over-looked every thing which is generous or 
kind in Mankind ; and reprefents Men io that 
Light in which a thorow Knave or Coward be^ 
holds them^ fufpeding all Friendfhip, Love, or 
focial Affe^ion, of Hypocrify, or fclfifli 
Defign or Fear. 

The learned World has often been told 
that Tufendorf had ftrongly imbib'd Hobbes'% 
firft Principles, altho he draws much better 

Confc- 
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Coofequences from them ; aad this lad Au- 
thor, as he is certainly much preferable to 
the generality of the School^men^ in diftin^ 
intelligible Reafoning, has been made the 
grand In{trad;or in Morals to all who have of 
late given themfelves to that Study c Hence 
it is that the old Notions of natural Affe£it- 
msy and kind Infiindis^ the Senjus communis^ 
the T>ecorum^ and Honefium^ are almoft ba- 
niih'd out of our Books of Morals; we muft 
never hear of them in any of our Lecftures 
for fear of innate Ideas : All muft be IntereJI^ 
and fome feUiih View ; Laughter it felf muft 
be a Joy from the lame Spring. 

I F Mr. Hobbes's Notion be juft, then firft. 
There can be no Laughter on any Occafion 
where we make no Cmparifon of our felves 
to others, or of our prefent State to a worfe 
State, or where we do not obferve Ibme iSW* 
fertor'tty of our felves above Ibme other 
Thing ; Aqd again, it muft follow, that every 
fudden Appearance of Suj^erhrity over ano- 
ther, muft excite Laughter^ when wc attend 
to it. If both thefe Concltifions be falie, the 
Notion from whence they arc drawn muft be 
(b too. 

17?. Th]SN, that Laughter ^ often arifes 
without any imagined Superiority of our- 
felves, may appear from one great Fund of 
Plealantry, tne Tarodyy and Burlefque AU 
lufion ; which move Laughter in thofe who 
may have the higheft Veneration for the Wri- 
ting alluded to, and alio admire the Wit of 

2 the 
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th^ Pcrfon who makes the AUufion. Thus 
many a profound Admirer of the Machinery 
in Homer and Virgily has laughM heartily at 
the Interpofition of Tallas in Hudtbras, to 
feve the bold Talgol from the Knight's Piftol, 
prefcnted to the Outfide of his Skull : 

But Pallas came in Shape ofRuJi, 
And 'twixt the Spring and Hammer thrufi 
Her Gorgon Shidd.which made the Cock 
Standjltff*, as 'twere transformed to Stock. 

And few who read this, imagine themfelves fii- 
perior either to Homer or Sutler ; we indeed 
generally imagine ourfelves fuperior in Senfe 
to the valorous Knight, but not in this Point, 
of firing rufty PiftoTs. And pray. Would any 
Mortal have laughed, had the Poet told, in 
a fimple unadorned manner, that his Knight 
attempted to fixoot Talgol, but his Piftol was 
fo ruuy that it would not give fire ? and yet 
this would have given us the fame ground of 
Hidden Glory firom our Superiority over the 
doi^hty Knight. 

Again, to what do we compare our 
felves, or imagine our(eives fuperior, when 
we laugh at this faiitaftical Imitation of the 
poetical Imagery, and Similitudes of the 
Morning ? 

The Sunj longjince, had in the Lap 
OfThtAs taken out his Nap ; 
Jlnd^ like a Lobfter hoiVd^ the Morn^ 
From black to redbegan to turn. 

Many 
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Many an Orthodox Scotch Tresbyterian 
(which Sed few accufe of difregard for the 
holy Scripcares) has been put to it to 
preferve his Gravity, upon hearing the Ap* 
pHcation of Scripture made by his Country- 
man Dr. Titcaim, as he obfervM a Crowd in 
the Streets about a Mafbn, who had fallen a« 
long with his Scaflbld^ and was over- whelmed 
with the Ruins of the Chimney which he 
had been building, and which fell immediate- 
ly after the Fall of the poor Mafbn ; Bleffed 
are the l^ead which die tn the Lord, for they 
reft from their Labours^ and their JVorks 
foiled them. And yet few imagine thjcmfelves 
foperior either to the Apoftle or the Doctor. 
Their Superiority to the poorMafon,rmfure, 
could never have raifed fuch Laughter, for 
this occur*d to them before the Doctor's Con- 
iblation ; in this Cafe no Opinion of Superi- 
ority could have occafioned the Laughter^ 
nnlels we fay, that People imagined them- 
fclves fuperior to the Dodor in Religion : but 
an imagined Superiority to a T>o£ior in Re^ 
ligion^ is not a matter fb rare as to r^xkfud-' 
den Joy ; and, with People who value Reli- 
gion, the Impiety of another is no matter of 
Laughter4 

It isfaid, '^ ^ That when Men of Wit 
'' make us laugh, it is by reprefenting fbme 
'* Oddnefs or Infirmity in themfelves, or o« 
" thers.** Thus Allufions made on trifling Oc- 
cafions, to the moft folemn figured Speeches 

^ S9$thi SfeStat0r, 
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of great Writers, contain fuch an obvious Im- 

Eropriety, that we imagine ourfelves iocapa- 
le of fuch Miftakes as the Alluder iteming** 
ly falls into ; fo that in this Cafe too^ thejre 
is an imaginM Superiority. But in anl'wcr to 
this, we may oblerve, that we often laugh at 
iiich AUufions, when we are confcious that 
the Perfbn who raiies the Laughs knows a- 
bundantly the jufteft Propriety of (peaking, 
and knows, at-prefent» the Qddnefs and In^ 
frapriety of his own Allufion as well as any 
in Company ; nay, iai^hs at it himlclf : We 
often admire his Wit in iiich AUufions, and 
Ifaidy to imitate him in it, as far as we can/ 
Now, what fiidden Senlc of Gloiy, or Joy in 
our Superiority, can arife from obierving a 
Quality in another, which we ftudy to imi- 
tate, I cannot imagine. I doubt, if Men 
compared themfelves with the Alluder, whom 
they ftudy to imitate, they would rather of* 
ten grow grave or forrowftil. 

Nav, farther, this is fo for from Truth, 
that imagined Superiority moves our Lutugkh 
tevy that one would imagine from fome In** 
ftances the very contrary : For if Laughter 
arofe from our imagined Superiority^ theiu 
the more that any ObjeA appearM inferior to 
nSt the greater would betbe Jeft; and the 
nearer any one came to an Equality with us, 
or Refemblance of our A<9ionSf the lefs we 
fhould be moved with Laughter, fiut we 
fee, on the contrary, that fooie Ii^eciiity ia 
^ogs and Monkeys^ which comes near to 

fonoe 
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llbmc of our own Arts, very often makes us - 
merry ; whereas their duller Adions^ in which 
they are much below us, are no matter of 
Jeft at all. Whence the Author in the S/ec* 
fater drew bis Obfcrvation, Tbaf the ASlians 
ofBeafis which move our Laughter ^ bear n 
Refemblance to a human Blunder^ I confcfs I 
caiinat gu^ ; I fcir the very contrary is true, 
that their imitation of our grave wiie A<^ons 
would be fittefl to raife Mirth in the Obferven 
The fecond Part of the Argument, that 
Opinion of Superiority fuddenly incited in us 
does not move Laughter, Teems the moil ob- 
vious thing imaginable : If we obferve an Ob- 
je<a in pain while we are at eafe^ we are in 
greater danger of Weeping than Laughing : 
And yet here is occzdon fot Hobbes^s fudden 
Joy. It muft be a very merry State in which 
a fine Gentleman is, when well drefTed, in 
his Coach, he pafTes our Streets, where he 
will fee to many ta^cd Beggars, and Porters 
and Chairmen fweating at their Labour, on 
every fide of hiiti. It is a great pity that wc 
had not an Infirmary or Lazar-houfe to retire 
to in cloudy Weather, to get an Afternoon 
of Laughter zx theft inferior Objed:s: Strange, 
that none of our Hobbijts baniih all Canary 
Birds and Squirrels^ and Lap-T>ogs^ and 
TuggSy and Cats out of their Houtes, and 
iiibftitutc in- their Places AfTes, and Owls, 
and Snails, and Oyfters to be merry upon, 
trom thefe they might have higher Joys of 
Superiority, than from thofc with whom 

G 2 we 
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we now plcafe ourfclvcs. Tride, or an high 
X)pinion of ourfclvcs, muft be entirely incon* 
fiftenc with Gravity ; Emptincfe muft always 
make Men folcmn in their Behaviour-, and 
confcious Virtue and great Abilities muft al- 
ways be upon the Sneer. An Orthodox Be- 
liever who is very fure that he is in the trae 
way to Salvation, muft always be merry upon 
Hereticks, to whom he is fo much fuperior 
in his own Opinion ; and nO other Pafllon 
but Mirth fliould arife upon hearing of their 
Heterodoxy. In general, all Men of trae 
Senfe, and Refledion, and Integrity, of great 
Capacity for' Bufmeis, and Penetration into 
the Tempers and Interefts of Men, muft be 
the merrieft little Grigs imaginable ; ^emo^ 
critus muft be the fble Leader of all the Phi- 
loibphcrs ; and perpetual Laughter muft fuc- 
ceecl into the Place of the Long Beard^ 

To be the Grace 

Both of our IVifdom a^id our Face. 

Ix is pretty ftrange, that the Authors whom 
we mentioned above, have never diftingoifh'd 
between the words Laughter and Ridicule : 
this laft is but one particular Species of the 
former, when we are laughing at the Follies 
of others ; and in this Species there may be 
ibme pretence to alledge that fome imagined 
Superiority may occadon it ; but then there 
are innumerable Inftancesof Laughter^ where 
no Perfon is ridiculed ; nor does he who 
laughs compare himfclfto any thing what- 

foever. 
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. foevcr. Thus how often do we laugb at fomc 
out-of-the-way Defcription of natural Ob- 
jcfts, to which we never compare our State 
at aU. I fanfy few have ever read the Cify 
Slower mthout^ ftrongDifpofition to Lau^A- 
ter ; and inftead of imagining any Superiority, 
arc very fenfible of a Turn of Wit in the Au- 
thor which they defpair of imitating : Thus 
what relation to our Affairs has that Simile in 
Hudibras^ 

Inftead of Trumpet and of T>rMm, 
fVhich makes the IV arr tour's Stomach come^ 
And whets Mens Valour Jharf, like Beer 
By Thunder turned to Vinegar^ 

The Laughter is not here raifcd againft either 
Valour or martial Mufick, but merely by the 
wild refemblance of a mean Event. 

And then farther, even in Ridicule itfelf 
there muft be fomething elfc than bare Opini- 
on to raife it, as may appear from this, that if 
any one would relate in the fimpleft manner 
thefe very Weakneflcs of others, their extra- 
vagant Paflions, their abfurd Opinions, upon 
which the Man of Wit would rally, ftiould 
we hear the bed Vouchers of all the Fads ai* 
ledged, we ihall not be difpofed to Laughter 
by bare Narrc^tion ; or fhould one do a real 
important Injury to another, by taking ad- 
vantage of his Weaknefe, or by fomc perni* 
cious Fraud let us feeanother^s Simplicity, this 
is no matter of Laughter : and yet thefe im- 
portant Cheats do r^ly dilcover our Sufer'u 

G I ority 
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ority over the Perfon cheated, more than the 
trifling Impollures of oar Hutmmrifts. The 
Opinion of our Superiority may raife a fedate 
Joy in our Minds, very different from Laugh--^ 
ter ; but iuch a Thoi^ht feldomfarifes in out 
Minds in the hurry of a chearfulConverfation 
among Friends, where there is often an hi^ 
mutual Efteeni. But we go to our Clofec9 
often to ^in out fome fine Conjedures about 
the Principles of our Actions, which no Morta| 
is coniciou$ of in himfelf during the Aiflion ; 
thus the fame Authors above-mentioned tell 
us, that the Delire which we have to lee tra- 

fical Reprefcntations is, becaufe of the fecret 
leafare we find in thinking ourfelves iecure 
from fuch Evils ; we know from what Se<^ 
this Notion was derived. 

^ihus iffe malts liber es^ quia cernerefuave. liucr. 

This Plealiire muft indeed be a fecret one, 
fo very fecret, that many a kind companionate 
Heart was never confcious of it, but felt itfelf 
in a continual flate of Horror and Sorrow ; 
our dedring fuch Sights flows from a kind In- 
fiin6i of Nature, a fecret Bond between us 
and our Fellow-Creatures, 

yhturds imferto gemimui cumfnnus adults 
Virginis occurrit^ veL terra clauditur Itffdns^ 

^ is enim honus *- 

UUa aliena fihi credat maia. Juvcn. 

N^ii. 
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N<> II. Saturday, June iij i-jx'i. 

■ I I ■ III ■ II I III 

To the Author of i\it T>ublin Journal. 

Humano caPiti cervicem, pit or equinam 
Jungere JivelH^ ® varias inducere plumas 
IJnaique coUatis membris^ ut turjpiter atrum 
T^efinat inpifiem mullerformofajuperne^ 
Sj^eSlatum admiffi^ Rijum teneatis amici ? 

HoR, 
SIR, 

JN my former Letter, I attempted 
to mew that Mt.Hobbes^s Account 
of Laughter was not juft. I Ihall 
now endeavour to diicover (bine 
other Ground of that Senfation^ 
ABlon^ TaJ/lon^ or Affediion, I know not 
which of them a Philosopher would ca]l it. 

The ingenious Mr. Addi/bn, in his Trea- 
tife of The Tleajures of the Imagination, has 
juftly obferv'd many (iiblimer Senfations than 
thole commonly mentionM among Philofb- 
phers : He obfervcs particularly, that we re- 
ceive Senfations of Plcafure from thofe Objeds 
which axe great, new, or beautiful i and on 
(he contrary, that Obje<^s which are morq 
narrow zxA confined, or deformed, and irre^ 
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gular, give us di/agreeable Ideas. It is unquef* 
tionable, that we have a great number of 
"Perceptions^ which one can fcarcely reduce 
to any of the five Senfes, as they are com- 
monly explained ; fiich as either the Ideas of 
Grandeur^ T>tgnity^ decency ^ Beauty ^ Har^ 
mony ; or on the other hand, of Meannefs^ 
Bi^enefsy Indecency^ deformity \ and that 
we apply the(e Ideas not only to material Ob- 
jcds, but to CharaBerSy Abilities, Anions. 

I T may be farther obferved, that by fome 
flrange jiffoclations of Ideas made in our In- 
fancy, we have frequently fome of thefe /- 
deas r(fcurring along with a great many Ob- 
jeAs, with which they hs^ve no other Con- 
jpedJon than what Cuftom and Education, or 
frequent Allufions give them, or at mod, fome 
very diftant Referablance. The very Affec- 
tions of our Minds are afcribed to inanimate 
Objeds ; and fome Animals, perfe<^ enough 
in their own kind, are made conflant Emblems 
of fome Vices or Meannefs ; whereas other 
Kinds are made Emblems of the contrary 
Qualities. For Inftances of thefe Ajjbciations^ 
partly from Nature, partly from Cuftom, we 
may take the following ones ; Sanifity in our 
Churches^ Magnificence in publicik Buildings, 
jiffeSiion between the Oak and Ivy, the Elm 
and Vine ; Ho/pitality in a Shade, a pleafant 
Senfation of Grandeur in the Sky, the Sea, 
and Mountains, diftind from a bare Appre- 
henfion or Image of their Extenfion ; Solem- 
nity and Horror in Ihady Woods. An Afs is 

the 
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the common Emblem of Stupidity and Sloths 
a Swine of Jelfifl? Luxury*^ an Eagle of a 
great Genius ; a Lion of Intrepidity ; au 
Ant or Bee of low Indufiry^ zn^ prudent Oe-t 
conomy. Some inanimate Obje^s have in 
like manner ibme acceffary Ideas of Mean^ 
nefs^ either for fome natural Reafbn^ or oftnet 
by mere Chance and Cuftom. 

Now, the fame ingenious Author obferves^ 
in the Spectator Vol. I. N^ 6^. that what w^ ' 
call a great Genius^ fuch as becomes a he* 
roick Poet, gives us Plealure by filling the 
Mind with great Conceptions ; and therefore 
they bring mod of their Similitudes and Me* 
taphors from Objeds of Dignity and Gran« 
deur, where the Refemblance is generally 
very obvious. This is not uliially called 
JVit^ but fbmething nobler. What we call 
givitfTity confiftsin bringing liich refembling 
Ideas together, as one could fcarce have 
imagined had (b exa<^ a Relation to each 07 
ther ; or when the Refemblance is carry 'd on 
thro* many more Particulars than we could 
have at firft expeded: And this therefore 
gives the Pleafure of Surprize. In thxsje- 
rious fVity tho we are not folicitous about 
the Grandeur of the Images, we muft dill 
beware of bringing in Ideas of Bafenefs or 
Ueformity, unlefs we are ftudying to repre- 
fcnt an Objeca as bafe and deformed. Now 
this fort of fVit is feldom apt to move Laugh- 
ter^ more than heroick Poetry. 

That 
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That then which (ccms generally the 
Caufb of Laughter y is * The bringing toge- 

* ther of Images which have contrary addi* 

* tional Ideas, as well 9s fome Refemblancc 

* in the principal Idea : This Contraji be^ 

* tween Ideas of Grandeur ^ ^^g^^ty^ Sane- 

* tity, Terfeiiion^ and Ideas of Meannejs^ 

* Bajfenefs, Trofanity^ feems to be>f he very 
• • Spirit of Burlefque ; and the greateft Pare 

* of our Raillery and Jeft are founded upoa 

* it/ 

We alfo find ourfclves moved to Laughter 
by an overftrainmg of fVit, by bringing Re- 
femblances from Subje(5ts of a quite di&rent 
kind from the Subje<a to which they are com- 
pared. * When we fee, inftead of the Eafinefs, 

* and natural Refemblance which conftitutes 

* true PTity a forced firaining of a Likenefi, 
« our Laughter is apt to arife ; as alfo, when 

* the only Refemblance is not in the Idea, 

* but in the Sound of the Words/ And this 
is the Matter of Laughter in the Tun. 

Let us fee if this Thought may not be 
confirmed in many Inftances. If any Writing 
has obtained an high Charadler for Grandeur^ 
SanifityJn^iration.or/u^Iifnity of Thoughts^ 
and botdnefs of Images ; the Application of 
any known Sentence of fuch Writings to 
low, vulgar, or bafe Subjeds, never fails to 
divert the Audience, and iet them a laugh- 
ing. This Fund of Laughter the Antients 
^lad by AUufions to Homer : Of this the 
Lives of fome of the Philojfbphers in ^io^ 

^enes 
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gettes Laertisis fupply abuikUoce of lofbn- 
ce& Our late Burlefque Writers derive ^ 
great part of thpir PJea(antry from their in- 
trodocing, on the mod tdfltog OccaHooiSt 
Ailufions to (bme of the bold Schemes, or 
Figures, orSeoteticesof the gr£at Poets, 1^* 
on the mod foleqm Sd)jed& Hudibras and 
^Lhn Quixote will fuppiy one with Inftaoce^ 
of this in almoft every Page. It were to be 
wiflied that the Boldnefs oi onr Age had ne* 
ver carryM their ludicrous Alhifions to yet 
piore venerable Writings. We know that 
Aiki(ions to the Phraies of bo^ fVrit have 
obtained to fome Gentlemen a Qiarader of 
fVit^ and often fiimiih'd Laughter to their 
Hearers, when their Imaginations have been 
too barren to give any other Entertainment. 
But I am>eal to the Religtoos themfelves, if 
theie AUufionsare not apt to move Lmtghter^ 
onlefs a more ftrong PkSkBtxoxx of the Min4 
a religious Horror at the Profanity of foch 
Ailufions, prevents their allowing themielves 
the Liberty of laughing at them. Now in 
this A^ir I fanfy any one will acknowledge 
that an Opinion of Superiority is not at all 
the Occafion of the Laughter. 

Again, any little Accident to which we 
have joined the Idea of Meannefs^ befallii^ 
a Perfbn of great Gravity, Abilky, Dignity, 
is a matter of Laughter^ for the very fame 
reafon ; thus the (fraoge Contortions of the 
Body in a Fall, the dirtying of a decent Drefs, 
the natural Fundio(»s which y^c ftudy to con- 
ceal 
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cealfromfighr^ arc matter of Laughter^ when . 
they occur to ObiervatioD in Perfons of whom 
we have high Ideas : nay, the very liuman 
Form has the Ideas of dignity fo generally 
joined with it, that even in ordinary Perfons 
(uch mean Accidents are matter of Jeft ; but 
ftill the Jeft is increafed by the "Dignity^ Gra^ 
vity^ or AJodejiy of the Perfon ; which fhews 
that it is this Contraji, or Oppofition of Ideas 
of dignity and Meannefs^ which is the Oc- 
caiion of Laughter. 

We generally imagine in Mankind (bme 
^tgr tt oifVifdom ^oyt other Animals, and 
have high Ideas of them on this account. If 
then along with our Notion oilVifdom in our 
Fellows, there occurs any Inftance oi grofs 
Inadvertence^ or great Miftake\ this is a 
great caufc of Laughter. Our Countrymen 
arc very fubjedt to little Trips of this kind, 
and furaiih often . fbme Diverfion to their 
Neighbours, not only by Miftakes in their 
Speech, but in A(^ions. Yet even this kind 
of Laughter cannot well be faid to ariie from 
our Senlc of Superiority. This alone may 
give a fedate Joy, but not be a matter of 
Laughter ; fmce we ifaall find the fame kind 
of Laughter arifmg in us, where this Opinion 
oi Superiority does not attend it : For if the 
mofl ingenious Perfon in the World, whom 
the whole Company efteems, fhould thro* in- 
advertent hearing, or any other miftake, an- 
fwcr quite from the Purpofe, the whole Au- 
dience may laugh heartily^ without the leafl 

abate- 
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abatemcQt of their good Opinion. Thus wc 
know Ibme very ingepious Men have not ia 
the lead fiifier'd in their Charaders by an ex- 
temporary P»», which raifes the Laugh very 
readily ; whereas a premeditated Tun^ which 
diminiflies oar Opinion of a Writer^ will {tV 
dom raife zny Laughter. 

Again, the more violent Paflions, as 
Fear^ Anger ^ Sorrow^ CompaJJlon^ are ge- 
nerally look'd upon as fbmething great and 
(blemn ; the beholding of thefe Paflions in a- 
nother, ftrikes a Man with Gravity : Now if 
thefe Paffions arc artfully, or accidentally 
xaiied upon a finall, or a fiditious Occafion, 
they move the Laughter of thofe who ima- 
gine the Occafions to be fmall and contemp* 
tible, or who are confcious of the Fraud : 
this is the occasion of the Laugh in Biting^ 
as they call (iich Deceptions. 

According to this Scheme, there mud 
neceKTarily arife a great Diverfity in Mens 
Sentiments of the Ridiculous in A(3:ions or 
Characters, according as their Ideas of tD/V.- 
nity and fVifdam are various. A truly wuc 
Man who places the Dignity of human Na- 
ture in good Afledtions and fuitable Ai^ions^ 
may be apt to laugh at thofe who employ 
their mod folemn and ftrong Afledions about 
what, to the wife Man, appears perhaps very 
ufelefs or mean. The fame Solemnity of Be- 
haviour and Keennefs of Paffion, about a 
Place or Ceremony, which ordinary People 
only employ about the abfblute NeceHaries 

of 
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of Life« may make them Uugh at thetr Bet* 
cer& Wheo a Gentleman of Pleaiiue, who 
thinks that good Fellowihip and GaUaotry 
are the only valuable Enjoyments of LifQ 
obiefves Men with great SokmnUy and Ear^ 
neftnefiy heaping up Money, without ufmg 
it, or incumbering tbemfeives with Purchafes 
and Mortgages, which the gay Gentleman 
with his paternal Revenues, thinks very filly 
A&irs, he may make himfelf very mer- 
ry upon them : And the frugal Man, in his 
turn, makes the fame Jeft of the Man of 
Pleafure. The fucceisful Gameder, whom 
no Dilafter forces to lay afide the trifling Ideas 
of an Amufement in his Play, may laugh td 
(eethe ferious Looks and Paflions of the gra- 
ved Bufinefs, arifing in the Lofir^ amidft the 
Ideas of a Recreatioiu There is indeed in 
thefe laft Cafes an Opinion of Suferiority in 
the Laughter \ but tnis is not the proper oc- 
cafion of his Laughter ; otherwife I fee not 
how we fhould ever meet with a compofed 
Countenance any where: Men have their 
different Relifhes of Life, ihofl People prefer 
their own Tafte to that of others ; but this 
moves no Laughter, unlefs in reprefenting the 
Purfuits of others, they do join together fbme 
whimfical Image oioppofite Ideas. 

' I N the more polite Nations there are cer- 
tain Modes of Drefs, Behaviour, Ceremony^ 
generally received by all the better fbrr, as 
they are conunonly called : To thefe Modes, 
Ideas of T^ecency^ Grandeur^ and dignity 

are 
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are generally joined ; hence Men are fond of 
imitating the Mode : And if any polite AC- 
fembly , a contrary Dreis, Behaviour, or Ce- 
remony appear, to which we have joined in 
our Country the contrary Ideas 6{ Meannefs,^ 
Rujiicity. SuUennefs^ a Laugh does ordi- 
narily arife, or a difpofition to it, in thole 
who have not the thorow good Breeding, or 
Refledion, to rcftrain themfelves, or break 
thro' thefe cuftomary Aflbciations. 

And hence we may fee, that what is cpun^ 
ted ridiculous in one Age or Nation, may not 
be lb in another. We are apt to laugh at 
Horner^ when he compares Ajax unwiUingly 
retreating, to an Afs driven out of a Com^ 
field '9 or when he compares him to a Boar : 
Or Vlyjffes toffing all Night without Sleep 
thro* Anxiety, to a Tudmng frying on the 
Coals. Thofe three Similies, have got low 
mean Ideas joined to them with us, which it 
is very probable they had not in Greece 
in Hamer^s days; nay, as to one of 
them, the Boar, it is well known, that in 
fome Countries of Eurofe, where they have 
wild Boars for Hunting, even in our Times, 
they have not thefe low fordid Ideas joined 
to that Animal, which we have in thefe King- 
doms, who never lee them but in their dirty 
Scies, or on Dunghills. This may teach us 
how impertinent a great many Jeds are,which 
are made upon the Style of fome other antieot 
Writings, in Ages when Manners were very 
different from ours, tho perhaps fully as ra- 
tional, and every way as human and ji^. 

N^ 12. 
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N^ 12. Saturday^ J^^^ ipy 1725. 



To the Author of the T)ublin Journal. 



R'tdiculum acri 



Fortius & melius magnas fkrumque fecat res. 

SIR. 

\ O treat this Subjed of Laughter 
gravely, may fubjed: the Author 
to a Ceoiure, like to that which 
Longinus makes upon a prior 
Treatifc of the Sublime, becade 
wrote in a manner very unfiiitable to the 
Subjed. But yet it may be worth bur pains 
to confider the Efleds of Laughter, and the 
Ends for which it was implanted in our Na- 
ture, that thence we may know the proper 
Ufe of it : which may be done in the follow- 
ing Obfervations* 

Firft. Wb may obferve, that Laughter. 
like many other Difpofitions of our Mind, 
is necefTarily pleafant to us, when it begins 
in the natural manner, from (bme Perception 
in the Mind of (bmething ludicrous, and does 
not take its rife unnaturally from external 
Motions in the Body. Every one is confci- 

ous 
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oos that a State of Laughter is an eafy and 
^eeable State, that the Recurring or Sug^ 
^kliod of hidicrous Images tends to diipel 
Fretfulnefi, Anxiety^ or Sorrow ^ and to re- 
duce the Mind to an eajy^ hapfy State ; as 
on the other hand, an eafy and happy State 
is that in which we are moO: lively and acute 
in perceiving the Ludicrous in Objecfls : Any 
thing that gives us Pleafure, puts us alfo in 
a fitneis for Laughter^ when fomething ridi- 
colons occurs ; and ridiculous Objeds occur* 
ring to a fotirM Temper, will tje apt to re- 
cover it to Ea(befs. The implanting then a 
Senfe of the Ridiculous, in our Nature, was 
giving us an Avenue to Pleafure, and an eafy 
Remedy for Difcontent and Sorrow. 

Again, Laughter, Jike other Affcftions^ 
is very contagious; our whole Frame is fo 
fbciable, that one merry Countenance may 
difiufe Cbearffalnefs to many ; nor are they 
all Fools who are apt to laugh before they 
know the Jefl, however curiofity in wife 
Men may redrain it, that their Attention 
may be kept awake. 

W E are difpofed by Laughter to a good 
Opinion of the Perfbn who raifes it, if nei- 
ther our felves nor our Friends are made the 
Butt. Laughter is none of the finalleft 
Bonds of common Friendihips, tho it be of 
lefs confequence in great Heroick Friendfhips. 
. If an Objed, Adion or Event be truly 
great in every refpedt, it will have no natu- 
ral Relation or Refemblance to any thing 
Vol. I. H mean 
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mean or bafe\ and confequen^ly, no inean 
Idea can be joined ro it with any natural 
Rcfemblancc. If we make (bme forced re* 
mote Jefls upon fach Subje<^s, they can 
never be pleafmg to a Man of Sente and 
Refledion, but raile Contempt of the Ridi* 
culer^ as void of juft Senie of thofe .things 
which are truly great. As to any great and 
truly fublime Sentiments, we may perhaps 
find that, by a playing upon Words, they 
may be applied to a trifling or mean KOtion^ 
or Oh)c& ; but this Application will not di- 
minifli our high Idea of the great Sentiment. 
He muft be of a poor trifling Temper who 
would loie his relifti of the Grandeur and 
Beauty of that noble Sentence of Holy Writ. 
mentioned in a former Paper, from the T>oc^ 
/^r's Application of it. yirgilTravefty may 
often come into an ingenious Man's Head, 
when he reads the Original, and make him 
uneafy with impertinent Interruptions; but 
will never diminifh his Admiration of Vir^ 
gil. Who diflikes that Line in Horner^ by 
which Diogenes the Cynick anfwered a Neigh* 
hour at an Execution, who was inquiring into 
the Caule of the Criminars Condemnation ? 
(which had been the Counterfeiting of the 
antient Purple) 

Let any of our Wits try their Mettle in ridi- 
culing the Opinion of a good and wife Mind 
governing the whole Univerfe $ let them tty 

to 
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to ridicale Integri^ and Honefty^ Gratitude^ 
Generofity, or the Love of one's^ Country^ 
accompanied with JVifdom. All their Art 
will never diminiib the Admiration which we 
muft have for fuch Difpofuions, wherever 
we obierve them pure and unmixed with any 
low views, or any Folly in the Exercife of 
them. 

When in any ObjeA there is a Mixture 
of what is truly great along with (bmcthing 
weak or mean. Ridicule may, with a weak 
Mind which cannot feparate the great from 
the mean, brine the whole into Diiefteem, or 
make the whole appear weak or contempti^ 
ble : But with a Perfon of juft Difcernment and 
Refledion it will have no other EflFed, but to 
feparate what is great from what is not io. 

When any Objed either good or evil is 
aggravated and increaied by the Violence of 
our Paflions, or an Enthufiaftick Admiration^ 
or Fear, the Application of Ridicule is the 
readied way to bring down our high Imagi* 
nations to a Conformity to the real Moment 
or Importance of the Aflain Ridicule gives 
our Minds as it were a bend to the contrary 
fide ; fo that upon Refledion they may be 
more capable of fetcling in a juft Conformity 
to Nature. 

L AV G HTE R is received in a different 
manner by the Verfon ridiculed, according 
as he who ufes the Ridicule evidences good 
Nature, Friend(hip» and Efteem of the Per<^ 
Jbn whom he lai4hs at ; ox the contrary. 

H 2 The 
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Thb caormous Crime ot gxicwous Cala- 
mity of another, is not of it felf a Subj€<^ 
which can be naturally turned into Ridicule : 
Tlie former raifes Horror in us, and Hatred ; 
and the latter Pity. When Laughter arifcs 
on iuch occafions, it is not excited by the 
Guilt or the Mi/ery. To obferve the Con- 
torfions of the Human Body in the Air, upon 
the blowing up of aq Enemy^s Ship, may 
raife Laughter in thofe who do not reflet 
on the y^gony and ^ifirefs of the SuEferers ; 
but the refleding on this Diftrefs could never 
move Laughter of it felf. So fbme lantaftick 
Circumilances accompanying a Crime may 
raife Laughter ; but a piece of cruel Barba- 
rity^ or treacherous Villany. of it felf muft 
raife very contrary Paffions. A Jeft is not 
ordinary in an ImfeachmeHt of a Criminal, 
or an Invedive Oration : It rather diminiflies 
than inaeafes the Abhorrence in the Audi* 
•ence, and may juftly raife Contempt of the 
Orator for an unnatural A^i^tion of Wit. 
Jelling is flill more unnatural in Difeourfes 
defign'd to move ^Comfajfion toward the 
diftreffed. A forced unnatural Ridicule on 
cither of thefe occafions, muft be apt to 
iraife in the guiltv or the miferable Hatred a- 
gainft the Laughter ; fince it muft be fuppo- 
led to flow from Hatred in him toward the 
Obje<A] of his Ridiosle, or from want of all 
Compaflion. * The guilty will take Laughter 
to be a Triumph over him as contemptible ; 
the ffitfeiable will interpret it as hardtiefs of 

Heart, 
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Hearty and Infeofibility of the Calamities of 
another. This is the natural EWcdt of join- 
ing to either of thefc Objeds» mean ludicrous 
Ideas. 

If finaller Faults^ fiich as are not incon* 
fiftent with a Charader in the main amiable, 
be fet in a ridiculous Light, the guilty are 
apt to be made fenfible of their Folly, more 
than by a bare grave Admonitfon. In many 
of our faults, occafion'd by too great Vio- 
lence of fome Paffion, we get fuch Enthuji- 
afiick Apprehenfions of fon>e Objeds, as lead 
us to juftify our Condud : The joining of 
oppofite Ideas or Images^ allays this Enthu^ 
Jtafin ; and, if this be done with good Nature, 
it may be the lead of!enfive, and mod effec^ 
tual Reproof 

Ridicule upon the fmalleft faults, when 
it does not appear to flow from kindnefs, is 
apt to be* extremely provoking; fince ih« 
applying of mean Ideas to our Condud, diP 
covers Ljontempt of us in the Ridiculer, and 
that he dedgns to make us contemptible to 
others* 

Ridicule applied to thole Qualities or 
Circumftances in one of our Companions, 
which neither he nor theRidiculer thinks ^//^ 
honourable^ is ^reeable to every one ; the 
Butt himfelf is as well pteas'd as any in Com* 
pany/ 

Ridicule upon any fmall Misfortune 

or Injury, which we have received with for- 

row or keen^ refentmei^^ when it is applied 

by a third Pcrfbn, with appearance of good 

H 3 Nature, 
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Nature, is exceeding ufeful to abate our Con^ 
cern or Refentment^ and to reconcile us to 
the Perfbn who injured us, if he does not 
pcrfift in his Injury. 

From this Confideration of the Effects 

. of haughter, it may be eafy to fee for what 

Caufe^ or End^ a Senfe of the ridiculous was 

implanted in Human Nature, and how it 

ought to be managed. 

It is plainly of confiderablc Moment in 
Human Society. It is often a great occa- 
lion of Tleajure^ and enlivens our Conver- 
iation exceedingly, when it is conducted by 
good Nature. It Ipreads a pleafantry of Tem* 
per over Multitudes at once ; and one merry 
eaiy Mind may by this means diffufe a like 
Difpofition over all who are in Company. 
There is nothing of which we are more com- 
municative than of a good Jeji : And many 
9 Man who is incapable of obliging us other* 
wile, can oblige us by his Mirth, and really 
infinuate himlelf into our kind Affedions, 
and goodWifiies. 

But this is not all the Ule of Laughter. 
It is well known, that our Paflions of every 
Icind lead us into wild Enthujiafiick Aj^fre^ 
henjions of their ieveral Objects. When any 
Objeifl feems great in comparifbn of our 
felves, our Minds are apt to run into a per- 
fed Veneration : When an Obje<9: appears 
formidable^ a weak Mind will run into a 
Tanick^ an unreafbnable, impotent Horror. 
Now in both thefe Cafes, by our Senfe of 

the 
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the ridiculous, wc arc made capable of Re- 
lief from any pleafaDt, ingenious Well-wifhcr^ 
by more efledual Means, than the mod fo* 
lemn, fedate reafbning. Nothing is fb proper- 
ly applied to the falfe Grandeur,^ cither of 
Good or Evil, as Ridicule : Nothing will 
fooner prevent our exccflive Admiration of 
mix^dCjrandeur^ or hinder our being led by 
that, which is^ perhaps, really great in fuch 
an Objed, to imitate alfb and approve what 
is really mean. 

I QUESTION not but the Jcfl: of Elijah 
upon the falfe Deity, whom his Countrymen 
had fet up, has been very effedual to redlify 
their Notions of the Divine Nature ; as we 
find that like Jefts have been very feafonable 
in other Nations. Baal^ no doubt, had been 
reprefented as a great Perlbnage of uncon- 
querable Power: But how ridiculous does 
the Image appear, when the Trophet fets be- 
fore them, at once, the poor Ideas which 
muft arife from fuch a limitation of Nature 
as could be reprefented by their Statues^ and 
the high Ideas of Omnifcience, and Omnipo^ 
fence y with which th#People declared them- 
fclves poflefled by their Invocation. Cry 
aloud^ either he is talking, or furfuing^ or 
he is on a Journey, or he is afleep. 

This Engine of Ridicule, no doubt, may 
be abufed, and have a bad Effed: upon a 
weak Mind ; but with Men of any Reflec- 
tion, there is little fear that it will ever be 
very pernieious. An Attempt of Ridicule 

H 4 before 
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before fiich Men, upon a Subjccft every way 
great, is lure to retorn upon the Author of 
it. One might dare the boldefl Wit in Com- 
pany with Men of Senfe, to make a Jefl ap« 
on a compleatly great ABion^ or Charafter. 
Let him try the Story of Scipio and his Fair 
Captive^ upon the taking of Cartagena \ or 
the old Story of Tylades and Oreftes ; I 
fanfy he would (boner appear in a FooPs Coat 
himlelf, than he could put either of tbefe 
Charaders in fuch a Drefs. The only danger 
is in Objetas of a mixed Nature before Peo- 
ple of little Judgment, who by Jefts upon 
the weak fide, are fometimes led into N^- 
led}, or Contempt, of that which is trufy 
valuable in any Character, Inftitution, or 
Office, • And this may (hew us the Imper- 
tinence, and pernicious Tendency of g^i^ral 
undidinguilhed Jells upon any Character ^ or 
Office^ which has been too much over*rated. 
But, that Ridicule may be abufed^ does vAi 
prove it ufeleis^ or unneceiTary, more than 
a like poffibiUty of Abufe wcmld prove all 
our Senfes, and PaflionSj impertinent, or 
hurtful. Ridicule, like ither^^^^7'^^', may 
do good in a wife Man's hands, tho Fools 
may cut their Fingers with it, or be injurious 
to an unwary By-ftander. 

The Rules to avoid Abule of this kind 
of Ridicule, are, Firft, Either never t$ at* 
tempt Ridicule upon what is every way gre^^ 
whether it be any great Beings CbaraSier^ 
pr Sentiments : Or, if our Wit mnft fomc* 

times 
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times run ioto AUu(ionS| on low occafions, 
to the ExpreflioQS of great Sentiments, Let 
if not he in weak Cemfany^ who have not a 
juft difiernment of true Grandeur. And, 
Secondly^ Concerning Objeds of a mixed 
Nature^ partly great, and partly mean, Let 
us never turn the meannefs into Ridicule^ 
without acknowledging what is truly greats 
and piling a jufi Veneration to it. In this 
fort of jefting we oc^ht to be cantious of our 
Company. 

Difcit enim chius^ ffteminit^ue Uienfius illud^ 
^uod quis deridet^ quam qwafrohat £? veneratur. 

Hor. 

Another valuable Purpofe of Ridicule, 
is with relation to fmaller Vices^ which are 
often more tfkOtxx^Xy correded by Ridicule^ 
than by grave Admonition. Men have been 
laughed ont of Faults which a Sermon could 
not reform ; nayi there are many little Inde^ 
cencies which are improper to be mentioned 
in fuch folemn Difcourles. Now Ridicule 
with Contempt or I lUNature, is indeed always 
irritatii]^ and ofienfive ; but we may, by 
tefttfying a juft Efieem for the goad ^alities 
of the Perfon ridiculed, and our Concern for 
bis Interefts, let him fee that our Ridicule of 
bis Weaknefs flows from Love to him, and 
then we may hope for a good Efie<%. This 
then is another neceflary Rule, That along 
with our ridicule of Jmaller faults wejhould 
always join Evidences of good Nature and 
Efteem. As 
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As to Jefts upon Imperfections^ which 
one cannot amcno, I cannot fee of what ufe 
they can be : Men of Senfe cannot reltfh fach 
Jefts ; fooliih trifling Minds may by them 
be led to dcfpife the trued Merits which is 
not exempted from the cafiial Misifortunes of 
our Mortal State* If thefe Imperfections oc- 
cur along with a vitious Charader, againft 
which People ihould be alarmed and cauti- 
oned, it is below a wife Man to raife Aver^ 
fions to bad Men from their necefTary Infir- 
mities, when they have a jufter handle from 
their vicious iDifpofitions. 

I SHALL conclude this EfTay with the 
words of Father Malebranche^ upon the laft 
S\A>jt€toi Laughter, the Jmaller Misfortunes 
of others. That Author amidft all his Vijihns 
^ews fbmetimes as fine Senfe as any of his 
Neighbours. Book IV. Ch. XIII. 

* There is nothing more admirably 

• contrived than thofc natural Correfponden- 

• ces obfervable between the Inclinations of 

• Mens Minds and the Motions of their Bo* 

• dies. All this fecret Chain- fVork is a 

• Miracle, which can never iufficicntly be 
' admired or underftood. Upon Senfe of 

• fbme furprizing Evil, which appears too 

• flrong for one to overcome with bis own 

• ftrength, he raifcs, fuppofe, a loud Cry: This 

• Cry forced out by the Difpofirion of our 

• Machine^ pierces the Ears of thofc who are 
' near, and makes them underftand it, lee 

• them be of what Nation or Quality foever : 

' Fof 
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For it is the Cry of all Nations^ and all 
Conditions, as indeed it ought to be. It 
raiies a Commotion in their Brain,-^ and 
makes them run to give Succour without 
fo much as knowing it. It loon obliges 
their fTiU to dejire^ and their Vnderftand^ 
ing to contrive^ provided that it was juft 
and according to the Rules of Society. For 
an indifcreet Outcry made upon no occa* 
fion, or out of an idle Fear, produces, in 
the Afliftants, Indignation or Laughter 

inftead of Tity. That indifcreet Cry 

naturally produces Averjton^ and defire of 
revenging the Afiront offered to Nature^ 
if he that made it without caufe, did it wiU 
AiUy : But it oi^ht only to produce the 
Pamon of Derifion, mingled with fbme 
Companion, without Avernon or defire of 
Revenge, if it were a Fright^ that is a 
falje Appearance of a premn^ Exigency^ 
which caufed the Clamour. For Scoff or 
^ Ridicule is neceffa^ to re-aflure and cor- " 
' re<ll the Man as fearful ; and ComfaJJion 

* to fuccour him as weak. 'Tis impoffible 

* to conceive any thing better ordered/ 

/ amy Sir 9 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

PHILOMBIDE& 
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N** 13. Sainrday,. June 26, 1725. 

• ■ r I I I ■■ I II I I ■ ' " I 

To the Author of the Dublin Journal. 



^Hoceft 



Vivere bis. — Martial* 

SIR, 

l|Y Readers will remember, that 

I in a former Paper, I endeavoured 
to fliew, that Nature having im- 
^ planted in us a Principle of Bene- 
volence, the Turfuits of it muft 
neccflarily be attended with great and real 
T'leajitre. For oMt Creator, who has made 
nothing in vain, has given us no Dejires 
without making ample Trovifion for the 
Gratification of them. I now proceed to 
illuftrate fartherthis Subjcd, by giving Inftan- 
ces of fome of thofe Joyful Effeas, which 
Benevolence has upon thofe generous Minds 
that arc animated by it. 

But before I go any farther, it may not 
be unneceflary to obviate an Objedion, which 
fome Gentlemen have drawn from the Love 
ofTraife, fo natural to all Mankind, againft 
the Sincerity of our Benevolence^ and con- 

fcquently 
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fequoitly the reality of any Hafftnefs de* 
rived thro' that Chatmel. Noble and virtmut 
ASiions, fay they, beget the Efteem and Af^ 
flofi/e^ not only of fiich as immediately reap 
the Benefit of them, but even of the uncon* 
cerned and dijiant Sfeiiators. This creates 
great Triumph of Hearty and makes the Mind 
enamoured of its own Terfe£iions and Supe^ 
ridrity. So that in our beft ABions^ inftead 
of b^neftly haen^g the good of others^ or 
taking any re^l Tleajkre in it, we only are 
iacrificing to Seif-L$ve^ and fi:Mter our Fa- 
vQurs with a mine literal Hoftdy becaule we 
are furc of % plentiful Harve ft of Refutation 
in return. This would be all true, if the 
firft Motive to the doing of good were the 
Traije that accompanies it ; bat when we do 
good to a Man, becaufe we love bis Terft>n^ I 
believe no one will affirm, that we have any 
iiich expectation in reverfion, however plea- 
fing it may prove to us afterwards, to receive 
decent Exprtffions of Gratitude. Befides, 
fince to place our Efteem on a worthy ObjeEi 
is equally //?4/2ri!rf as to be our felves in the 
Efteem of others^ the Love of fuch Efteem^ 
inftead of arguing our Affections to be alto* 
gether of the felfifl) kind* feems no con- 
temptible Proof of the contrary ; in r^ard, 
even the Picture of our own Minds never 
yields us fuch full lyeUght^ as when we find, 
or imagine, it promotes the Pleafure of the 
Work) about us. 

But 
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But whether Benevolence be only an Ef^ 
fed of Self Levey or a diftind "Principle 
from ir, it is certain, that the conftant Exer-^ 
cife of it is a Source of continual and unfpeak- 
able "joy \ and that wherever the Vigor of 
it has been impaired thro^ the Violence oi con- 
trary TaJJions, a Man has but a very uneafy 
and melancholy time of it. We find no Plea- 
fure in a Tlace^ whenever we begin to dil^ 
relifh the Company in it ; (b that L^e muft be 
z Bttrden to him that loves not Society. 
And we know very well, that what endears 
any Tlace to us, rach as that of our Births 
Education^ or lon^ Refidence^ is not (b much 
the Memory of the Tlace it felf, as thole 
Ideas oi focialTleafure that crowd in along 
with it, and at laft become infeparable from 
it. Thus the Inanimate Beauties of Nature 
receive additional Charms from the good Jf 
feSfions of thole who behold them ; and our 
Enjoyment of them is heightened by our be- 
ing Jocial as well as curious Beings. 

Where is there any other Enjoyment 
in Life, that has not its feafaning from the 
fame Trinciple^ and does not lofe its moft 
delicious reliih, whenever it is made a Mono-^ 
poly ? What is it draws Men into Luxury and 
Higihlivin^^ but only to enjoy the Company 
of their Frtends^ agreeable to the old homely 
Englijh Phrafe, which calls that fort of Life 
Good-fellowjhip ? The lame hiight alfo be 
ihewn of all the other Entertainments of 
Sen/e^ and much more in thofe that gratify 

our 
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our intertMl and fuferior Faculties. Wc do 
bat deceive our felves, when we imagine that 
10 our Parluits after Tleajure we are driving 
on a Game exclufive of the reft of Mankind) 
and that our higheft T>eligkt confifts in op- 
fropriating the Trey. The Tleafures of ' 
Friendjhif are at the bottom of far the great- 
er part of 'Our Defigns, and often influence 
us in a manner unperceived by our lelves. 
For in them it is, that we find the trueft and 
moft fubftantiai Felicity^ where the Inter- 
courfe of Kindnefiy and Tarttcipation of 
Sentiments give a perpetual increaje and ad- 
dition of Tleajure. Minds thus united arc 
like obverted Mirrors^ endlefly reflediing^ 
and refle£fed in each other i and by that means 
renew the Images of their common Joys fb ofr, 
that they become infinite ^ and multiply their 
pleafing Forms the more, as we contemplate 
them tne longer ; contrary to the Nature of 
^ fenfualTkafures^ which give but zfingle 
Tranfporty and immediately vanijh. Thus 
the ^Fleajkre of loving any one amiable Qua- 
lity in another, is of longer continuance than 
all the Gratifications of Senfi put together. 
Thefe are Bubbles that break as foon as they 
are formed^ and owe all their Beauty to bor- 
rowed Colours ; the other is durable as the 
l^iamondy and appears beft, when viewed by 
its own native Light. 

T o this we may add, that as the lureft 
Method to diftinguiih real from imaginary 
Goods ^ is to try whether they produce the 

fame 
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fame delight m Fruition^ which they prcr* 
mis'd in Expectation } (b in this^ rdped the 
Tleafures of Society have the Advantage of 
all others. For whereas other Tleajkres are 
ftrong ia the Imagination^ and /i'^^/? Id the 
Senfii thefe, on the contrary, where they 
take their rife from an honeft and (incere 
AffeEiioHy have a Degree of Strength and 
Livelinefs in the Senje^ which the Imagi^ 
nation is utterly incapable of reaching. This 
is evident in Toetryy where we meet frequeot- 
ly with very exadandiiirprizingDefcriptioos 
of things which ftrike the external Sen/es^ 
while it is the mod difficult thing in the Art, 
and what very few have fucceeded in, to 
paint the charming Emotions of Love and 
Friend/hip right 2 The Reafbn for which can 
be no otner than this, that in the former 
Cafe we are able to Arr^ fairer than the Life^ 
but in the latter, always come ihort of it. 
The Strokes are indeed too fine and delicate 
to be exprefs'd any otherwife than by the 
Hand of Nature her felf, on the living Tablet 
of the Heart. 

N o w if common Friendjhip^ which is only 
partial Benevolence^ be capable of producing 
ib much Tleajitre and ^ many amiable £f* 
feds, how much larger a Field of Joy muft 
they have, whoie jQeHims take in a greater 
Compafs, and are compreheniive of Multi- 
tudes ? If loving only one, or a few Friends ^ 
yields (uch a refined and eafy l^light^ what 
an inexhauftible Fund of Satisfmion moft 

they 
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tbey have, that are carried away with the 
Love of their Qountry^ or a generous Concern 
for the Welfare of Mankipd; who are Ibarcra 
in all that belongs to the whole human Race^ 
and extend their Prolpe^s thro^ the Womb of 
Futurity to Generations unborn ? A Djfpo- 
fition to Qoodnefi, even when confined with* 
in a very narrow Circle, is attended with the 
fofteft and mod charming Senfations that can 
poffibly enter into the Heart of Man. And 
forely the more exteniive that Principle is 
in a$» we mud receive the more of thole a« 
greeable Senfations. To be thus difpoied is 
to rcfemble the great and bountiful Author of 
N^ure^ and to partake of that Hafpinefs 
which is Infinite and T^ivine. The confine* 
ment of J^e6iion is certainly a l>fe£t^ and 
of ccurie can be attended with no Joys but 
whac are little and confined^ in comparifbn of 
thoie felt by great and generous Souls ; (iich 
as have either laved a finking State from Ty^ 
ranny and T>eJiru6lion ; brought a vitious and 
barbarous People nnder the redraint oi good 
Laisi:s^ and a regular Government ; reformed 
a blind and fuferflitious Age^ and recovered 
Men from a Spirit of Mamefs^ Cruelty y aod 
Bigotry \ or who have benefited Mankind^ 
and made Life more eaiV and comfortable, 
by the Invention of noble and ufeful Arts. 
Soqis of this make, as they fliew the highed 
Perfediion of human Virtue^ fo they cannot 
but enjoy a proportionable Degree of Hap^ 
fineji in the exercife of it, and anticipate in 
Vol. I. I this 
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this Life the Joys of a^iother^ not fubjoft tor 
thoie ViciHicikies and Difappointmcnts which 
are to be met with below* 

Hic Manus^ ob fatriam pugnando vultiera paffi^ 
^ique Sacer dotes cafti^ dum vita manebat : 
^ique fii Vates^ nut ^h«bo digna locutii 
' Inventas aut qui vitam excoluere fer artes: 
^ique fui memares alios fecere tnerendo i 
Omnibus bis nivea citiguntur Temfora Vitia. Vir* 

*Tis true, no Man eVef was, or tvlU be 
able to exert his Good-will to that degree, 
that the whole Dniverfe ihall feel the imme- 
diate Effeds Of it ; ind but very few have it 
in their power to promote the Intereft either 
of a large Society^ or of ady confiderablc 
number of their Fellow-creatures, in fo ex- 
tenfive a manner as a generous Mind would 
defire. Yet dill there is none among us bdc 
what is capable of having a remote Influence 
on the univerfalGood. Every one has a cer- 
tain circle of Acquaintance, which, without 
a Pun, rtiay be called the Sphere of his ABi- 
'vity ; tv herein he has room to employ all his 
focial AffeBioHy and by putting one finall 
part id Motion^ propagate in (bme mealiira 
the happy Impulfe thro' the whole Syftem. 
Philofophers tell us, that the Icaft Degree of 
Motion in the material IVorld communicates 
it felf far and wide thro* the Dominions of 
Nature ; and certainly the moral World is 
not lefs folceptible oiA£iion than the natural. 
When we can do no more, the Example of an 
inoffenfive Life is an A(ft of Benevolence to 

Mankind^ 
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Mankind^ as it may iofluence others, of 
greater Jbilities^ to iubdae their filfijh Af^ 
fetites^ the natural Coniequence of which 
will be letting them on Turjuits of a more 
generous kind ; fincc it is only excejjive In^ 
dulgence of the former, that hinders Mens re-^ 
goiarly and chiefly applying themfelves to the 
latter.' Bat tho this were not fb, the Tlea^ 
Jures of Benevolence would neverthelefe fhli 
remain in Vigor. For it is of the Eflence of 
that godlike "Principle to rejoice in the H^^ 
fmeji of others, not as the Effedl of our own 
Tower ^ that being the Language of Tride 
and Self-Inter efi^ but as a thing intrinfically 
good^ let whoever be the Caufes or /»• 
jiruments of it. And a virtuous Mind cad 
never want Occafions of thus rejoicings while 
we have a merciful Creator over us, who is 
daily conveying his Favours^ and ihowering 
down Blejfings on all the Children of Men. 

Thus is focial Virtue not only the Cauft 
oi future Advantages and Tleajures, but in 
the very Exercife of it a Spring of prefent 
Teacci Joy and Satis faSiion^ 

I am^ Sir^ 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

HlBBRNICUS. 

I % N^ 14- 
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N<> 14. Saturday^ July 3, 1745. 

*■■ I I II ^mmmmmm ■ ,. 

To chc Author of the 7)u6lin Journal. 

^/e res in fe neque conJiUum neque modum 
tiabet idlufHy egm cBnJilig regere nonfotes. 

Ter. 

SI R. 

[HERE are a great many Thiogs 
in Human Nature, and which we 
meet with innumerable Inftances 
of in the ordinary Occurrences 
of Life, which it is ahnofl: impof- 
fible to reduce to aSyftem, or account for by 
thofe Principles^ which either oittht, or dually 
do govern Mankind in their Pudiiits. Wc 
all know, or at leafl: 'tis only want of si little 
Refledlion that hinders us from doing fo» what 
are the trueft Advantages of Life, and the real 
Bleflings it affords. We are alfo well enough 
acquainted with our own Hearts, to know 
what Objeds plcaie us moft ; or^ which is 
the fame thing in other words, wherein we 
place our greateft Happinefs. Nor are Men 
commonly fb wanting in Sagacity, as not to 
be able to difcern, unldls in fome nice and 

per- 
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perdexed Cafes, the likelieft and mod proba- 
ble Means of compafliDg the Ends they pro- 
pofe. Yet, notwichftanding all this, tnort 
are frequent Appearances in our Condud:^ that 
cootradid, not only ail cool Notions of Rea» 
Ion and Intereft, but even the knoMm Difpo^ 
fitioD, and governing Inclinations of the Per- 
ions in whom they break out. 

How oft have we fcen Men of C]^^ent 
Senfc and Refledtion, and of great B^t^nity 
of Mind, and Noblenefs of Temper, atibme 
times turn intolerably pecvilh, and give a 
loofe to very indecent and unreajfonable Pat 
fions ? Perlons very hl^eral and generous, 
have tmon fbme Occafions (hewn tnemfelves 
exoeeajngly narrow and dofe-fifted ; as, ott 
the other hand, feme, whofe known Cha- 
tzSttt was Avarice, have been found to iquan- 
der away in an Indant, what they had ftarved 
themfelves for whole Years to amafs. Many 
noble ^irits, who have had a juft Contempt 
of the World, and dear Views of the Vauicv 
of thofe things the bulk of Mankind fet theft 
Hearts npon, have yet frequently dwindled 
from their Character, and appeared as whim- 
ileal in fome Inftances, as the unthinking 
Crowd, that place then: whole Haopinefi in 
the Goods of Fortune, and the imaginary 
Enjoyment of foperfhiotis PoflefCons, or the 
yet more atry SatisfaAions of Pomp and 
Pageantry. 

The Roman Story has given us a remark- 
able Inftance of what I am now faying, in 

I 3 the 
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the Pcrfon of Valerius Taplicola. That 
great Mao, who was chofea Confiii qaickly 
fifter the Expulfion of Tarquin^ and the DifTo- 
lotion of the Monarchy, had built himieif 
a (lately Hou(e on an Eminence, very cojilpi- 
cuous, becaufe hanging over the mou publick 
Place in the City, the Seat of their Court$ pf 
Juilice, and ufual relbrt of the Common* 
wealth. The Magnificence of the Fabrick, 
gnd the Grandeur of the Situation gave a 
Jealoufy to a haughty People, who {o lately 
had recovered their Liberty, that a private 
Citizen could have no other ufe for fucb an 
. Habitation, than to be the Seat of a future 
Tyranny. Valerius was no fooner acquainted 
With this Murmur running amon^ the People, 
than he called an A^embly» aflured them of 
his Zeal for the publick Liberty, and promifed 
them, that (he Houfe h^ had built, ihould 
be no Obftacle to their eafy and fecure En-» 
joyment of that Freedom they had fb gloriouf^ 
is purchafed. The next Morning prefented 
them the Effeds of their Confiil^s Promiie, 
The Houfe was found demoliih'd, and th^ 
very Hill, upon which it flood, levelled, by 
his Order, The People were filled at oocc 
with Adn\iration and Regret ; and no Praifes 
were thought fiifficient for a Man who had 
ihewn, by fb generous a Sacrifice, how much 
he preferred the Tranquillity of his Country 
to his own Satisfai^on, or the Splendor of 
bis Family* 

One 
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One would be very apt to believe, that 
a Soul of this brave and happy Temper, that 
had fhewn fo much Maftery over it felf^ fliould 
have been Proof in every other Inftance to 
the Charms of empty Shew, and vain Often- 
tation. Yet how little of this appears in the 
fame Man's Condud on another Occafion ? 
The Captal, lately finiflied, is to be dedi- . 
cated. The Performance of this great Solem* 
nity is to be by one of the Conliils. Horatiusy 
who IS Valeriu/s CoUegue^in that Office, e- 
qaally ambitious as himfelf of the Honour, 
refers it to the Lot, which of them fliall ob- 
tain it. The Gods declare againft Valerius. 
He is obliged to take the Conimand of the 
Army upon him, and march out againft the 
Enemies of his Country. The Honour of an 
Employment, which a wi/e and good Man 
would in his cool thoughts preter to any 
other in the World, is no Relief from the 
Vexation he feels at the gaudy Appearance of 
bis Rival on a Holiday. While Glory, Vic- 
tory, and the Safety of the Commonwealth 
depend on his Motions, he is only taken up 
with contriving Methods of difappointing his 
Competitor's imaginary Felicity. To do this, 
he dilpatches a MefTenger, on the Day of the 
Dedication of the Capitol, to carry Horatius 
the falie News of his Son being dead in the 
Camp. The fatal MefTage is delivered, juft 
as Horatius is b^inning the Ceremony. 
His Courage* however, will not fuffer him 
to defift from performing the Solemnities; 

I 4 and 
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dnd the MciTeoger is coolly diimifled with a 
Charge^ that (be lieceafed ft)mid be hnorn^ 
abiy buried. Thus two great Moi inako 
chefnieiyes memoruble Exan^ies of the Foro6 
which Humour and Caprice may have upon 
the Human Mind. For lee us fuppofe To^^^ 
tola aded either by Reafon, intereft, or Am* 
birioii, it was certainly inconfiftent with any 
of them, to prefer a Fool's Bauble to a Sta* 
tion which put him at the Head of his Coun*^ 
try, both in re^aft of Vt^a and Dignity; 
and afforded him the Means of doing great 
Good, and confequencly of procuring iub«^ 
ftantial Honour. And on the other hand^ 
what a Deiufion draft it have been that codd 
make fiich a Man as Hifh>ry reprefeots Hotm^ 
tius to us, become fo enchant^ with aFarce^ 
as to fupprefs the Motions of Humanity^ when 
himfelf had loft a Son, and bis Country a 
Patriot ? 

Equally difficult to be Accounted Ibr 
are a great many Occurrences we every day 
behold in common Life. There is a Freakiih«> 
nefs which makes Men very often fUl into 
Extravagancies they deteft, in the fame in- 
ftant they commit them. W« fee fbmetimes 
th^t what we are going to do is a weak and 
fooJUh thing, and yet we peffift in a Relb- 
lutvon we are fure will be attended with Pain 
and Repentance- Lovers are never more apt 
to fquabble with one another than in the 
mod violent Tranfports of Afledion ; and 
maoy a tender Friendlhip has been diflbived 

with 
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with die miraal R<igrec of both Patties, who 
deliberately witfaiiood their owo Ha^tiie& 
I believe, more than one half of the Qaarrek 
and Diforders wbidi haye happehed among 
Mankind, hare been owing to Canies very 
foreign, either to the InteMQ; or Inclinations 
of the Parties enrolled with each other^ 
and have proceeded firom Motives nndifcerned 
by the Peribns tfaemielTes ; the main Springs 
of oor Adlions bemg very fi^uently, like 
tfaoie of a Machine, hard to be difcovered, 
bccaofe hid far within the Work* 

Sometimes it is Pride and Obftinacy 

which makes as thus inconiiftent with Rea* 

ion and X>arfeives. We have taken up a 

Relblation raihiy, and then think it below us 

to retiad: it. At other times we enttttain 

groondlefi Su^icions of our Friends, and 

chofe we oouverfe with, and by that means 

are led into a thonfand Mifintcrpretations of 

all their Words and Adions ; and ibmetimes 

are ib wonderfully quick of Appreheniion, 

as to draw Milchief from their very Looks^ 

Durii^ the cocmuance of foch Impreffions, 

it is hardly poffiUe tmt our Condud mull: be 

very irregular and iinileady. Ill Company 

and Exan^e is aoodier Source both of whim* 

ftcal Behaviour, and vitious or fooltfli Elecr 

tions. Our virmous Afiedidns themfelves, 

when not brousbt under a due Regulation imd 

Balance, may b^ray us into A&ions the moft 

contradiiftory to Virtue and good Senfe. 

Miftak^n l^ocfo^s pf tt|e World wf4 be apt 
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to lead us ioto anreafbnable Expedadons } 
and the coniequeDt Dilaf^intmeot four our 
Temper, and alter the whole Frame of our 
Miods. And to compleat our Misfortuae, 
Bigotry and Superftitioo, a rainy Day, or an 
EaHcrly Wind, have ibmetimes Influence e* 
nough upon us to thwart our mofl: rational 
and t>e(l*concerted Defigns, and make us deny 
cor felyes ourde^rcft and noblefl Enjoyments. 
Men fubjed to theie Infirmities, as we 
^ are in fome degree or other, ought to be 
very mild, and make great allowances for 
the failings of their Neighbours ; and not 
form their Notions of a Man's whole Cha- 
raider from fome little Slips in his Behaviour. 
A Man's being now and then peevifh, is no 
juft Reafon for branding him with Ill-nature^ 
Job was a Miracle of Patience, at the fame 
time that the Severity of his Afflidion pro- 
Toked him to cur(e the Day of his Birth. 
And the Inftance I have given of Toplicola^ 
is no Proof of his being a Man eafily puffed 
Up with Vain^glory and faUe Grandeur, who, 
in the whole Courfe of his Life, had eviden- 
ced fb much trae Greatnefs and Moderation 
of Mind. We do not reckon Men valiant, 
who are inflamed with Brandy, or elevated 
with the Sound of a Trumpet .; nor call that 
Generofity, which is the £f?ed of fome fud- 
den ImpuUe of Vanity. And for the fame 
Reafon, we ought not to put an ill Contrac- 
tion upon thole Efcapes in Behaviour and 
Manpers which are the Zfk&s of external 
i Caufes, 
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Canfes, and do not flow from Principle, and 
a fettled Waywardncfs of Dilpofition. 

Next to downright quarrelling with Men 
on the fcore of fuch little Humours and Blind- 
fideSy the fooliflieft thing in the World is to 
endeavour to ai^e them out of them. We 
may as well attempt to flop the Current of 
a River, as charm a Man out of a freakifh or 
a fiiUen Fit. The Difeafe lies in the Imagi- 
nation ; fb that we apply in the wrong 
place, when we tamper with a Man's Reafbn 
for the Cure. We muft give the Humour 
Jeave to fubfide of it (elf, before w^ feek out 
for a Remedv ; and then, the bed I know 
is the Ridicule» under the juft and necefTary 
Reffaridion laid down by my Friend Thilo^' 
meides^ That along with our Ridicule of 
fmaller Faults^ wejhould always join Evi^ 
dences of Good-nature andEfteem. 

I am^ Sir, 

Tour very humble Servant, 

^ HiBERNICUS. 
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N^ ly. Saturday, July lo, 1725. 



To the Author of t\\t^Dublin Joumak 

Tenet in finabilemultoi 

ScriSendi cacoetbesj ft? ^egro in cwde fenefiit : 
Sedvatem egregtum^ cut nonjit fublica vena, 
^i nihil exfpjitum foleat deducere, nee qui 
Vommuniferiat carmen triviale mtmeta j 
Hunc, qualem neque monjirare^ & Jentia 
tantum. J a v. 

SIR, 

!M ON G the many Abufcs we daily 
meet with in the Streets of this, 
« and every other great City, there 
j is none that cries more loudly for 
a Reformation than the known 
Pradice of fioging Ballads, at lead in the 
manner wherein it is now regulated by the 
Managers of this Part of our publick Diver- 
fions. 

I D o not hereby (b moch refled on the 
ragged Appearance, the fufpicious Looks, 
and the miferable Voices of our circumfora* 
Dcous Muficians, however wretched a Con- 
currence of Circumftances we find even in 

that 
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that View, a$ on the Sabjed-matter of thole 
Poetical Admonitioos» which are by this 
means conveyed to the Ears of his Majelly's 
Liege Subjeos, the Mob. Haying a very 
great regard for that numerous and venerable 
Dody, apeciallv that Part of it whofe Mis- 
fortunes compel them to go hare-headed, and 
walk afoot, I could wi(h it lay in my power 
to redrefs a Grievance which biears fo hard on 
their Intereft. For befides the grofs Injury 
done them by inveigling the folitary Farthings 
out of their Pockets in this manner, it is bitt 
too evident that the Garrets of Great Bri^ 
tain and Ireland zst at prefent inhabited by a 
Set of People who have not the Good of the 
Rabble fincerely at heart, nor uke any kind 
of pains to make their trivial Performances 
of uie to thofe for whom they are intended. 
Bur to be (erious, however ridiculous it 
mav appear to be lb upon a Subje^ fo leem- 
ingpy little and infignificaiM:, 1 am truly of 
opinion, that a great part of the Debaucheiy 
which has of late years delcended from the 
polite Rakes of the Town to the lower Rank 
of People, is not only owin2 to the Imitation 
of the £i(hionable Vices of tneir Betters, but 
to the Care taken by our Grukftreet Verfi- 
ficators to humour them in it, and harden 
them in their Contempt of Innocence and 
Simplicity. There have been great Com- 
plaints made, and very julUy too, of the 
nrilchievous Conlequences produced by the 
LocTenefi of many of thole Compoluions 

which 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



it6 H I fe'E R K I c U s J Letters. 

which bate been written by Authors of good 
Note, and for the Entertainment of the fa- 
ihiouable World. But few have taken notice, 
how much the fame Spirit has prevailed among 
the Generation of Scribblers, who can pre- 
tend to no higher Capacity than that of ma- 
king a Brace of Syllables jingle ; who, as 
they write to a Body of People both more nu- 
merous, and lefs able to refill the Impreflions 
endeavoured to be put upon them, have, by 
that means, done equal mifchief with thote 
of a fuperior Rank, and greater Abilities. 

1 N tne early and uncorrupted Ages of the 
World, Poetry was a facred Thing, y^r- 
nafus was all holy Ground. The Mules were 
devoted to the Service of the Divinity. The 
Creation of the World, the Glory of the firft 
Being, the Bounty of Providence, and the 
Beauty of Nature, were the firft Subje<As that 
brought Speech into Tune and Meafure, The 
mofl part of antient Prophecies, whether 
Jewijh or Heathen^ were dilated in the fame 
Language. And one of the moft rational 
Pieces of Homage Man can pay his Creator, 
was reckoned by thofe happy and innocent 
Mortals among their higheft and mofl delight- 
ful Enjoyments. 

In After-times, when Men, puff'dupwitfa 
Power and Pride, began to lord it over their 
Fellow-creatures, and were feized with the 
Frenzy of thinking they were fomething more 
than Human, many of them thought fit to 
arrogate to tlxemfelves thofe Honows which 

had 
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bad been formen^y appropriated to the Divi- 
nity. Among thefe it is no wonder, that 
Poetry, which has always had fiich an uni- 
verfal Inflaence on Mankind, fhould be one 
of the firft. So, from henceforward, the 
AAions of their Heroes, either in Love or 
War, were made the chief Subjeds of their 
Poetical Compofitions. 

Whatever ill Effeds this might for 
ibme time be attended with, in making Ty- 
rants and Parricides the Admiration of thofe 
they had enflaved, it is certain, it had at kft 
fomegood Confequences with refped to Mens 
Manners and Paflions. The Recital of great 
Adions, efpecially when fet out with the Or- 
naments of Verle, naturally raifes noble 
Thoughts, and generous Refolutions, And 
nothing contributes more to the fubduing a 
fierce and untra<Aable Difbofition, than to fee 
the Paffion of Love defcribed ;hro* all its ten- 
der Movements, and amiable DiftrefTes. Be- 
nevolence, and Fortitude, are the two great 
Powers of human Virtue ; the one being as 
neceflary for Ballaft to it, as the other is for 
Sail. So that nothing could be better de» 
iigned for the benefit of Mankind, than to 
turn the Stream of Poetry into a Channel, 
where it might fo eafily let the Springs of vir- 
tuous Adion a going. For tho Campaign 
Courage be but a fmall part of Fortitude, 
and the Paflion of Love a very diftind thing 
from Benevolence, yet I think it mufl be 
granted^ there is (uch a Connexion between 

them, 
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tbem, chat opening the Soui to any one of 
them is a fair Step towards introducing the 
other. 

Among the Greeks and Romans,^ this 
was certainly the chief Ufe their Poetry was 
apply'd to for many Ages. The rude Poetry 
of our Anceftors was alio of the fame kind. 
Every great A<Aion was celebrated in Verfe ; 
and there are yet extant large Chronicles in 
Metre, comprehending the Hiftory of many 
Ages. The Rhymes, and Language, are in- 
deed very barbarous ; yet there often-times 
ihines thro' that Barbarity, a great Nobleneis 
of Thought, joined with Sentiments very 
pure and virtuous* Their lefTer Pieces too, 
luch as are our Ballads, retained the fame 
Simplicity, andr^ard to Decency and good 
Manners. The Hero was always roufed up 
to A^ion by the Love of his Country ; and 
the Lover dilcovers nothing unbecoming an 
honed and generous Paflion. The Monks 
were the firfl: Corrupters both of Tafte and 
Manners. Their Champions are all Furiofos, 
obliged, by the Rules of their Knighthood, 
not to wait for Adventures, but feek for 
them ; which cannot be (b properly faid,to fall 
in Love, as to leap into it : Saintly Murder- 
ers ! who were fwora to propagate Superfti- 
tion, and Craelty thro^ the WorUl, and knock 
down every Miicreant Tainim, that ihould 
difpute an Article of their Creed, or a Feature 
of their Miftrefs's Beauty. Nor has their Love 
any thing of that Pauioni iavc the Name* 

For 
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For it is all either fenfclefs Rant, and Hyper- 
bole ; or clfe^ when the Hero was on a mer- 
ry Pin, fomething very, fhocklng and brutal. 

The Revival of Letters, as it put an end 
to the whole Scheme of Monkilh Chivalry, 
fb it introduced a more natural and fober way 
of writing among Authors of all forts. And 
one great Part of the Entertainment of the 
common People in all Ages, being Songs and 
Ballads, feveral Authors at that time feem to 
have made it their Bufmefs to improve this 
prevailing Inclination to the Service ofVir* 
tue, and good Senfe. Who the Men were» 
thcmfelves have not thought fit to let Pofte- 
rity know ; but that they have been Men of 
Worth and Genius too, is evident from very 
many of thofe Half-iheet Performances, which 
iervc for Furniture to the Walls of Country 
Ale-houfes, and fuch like Places, Thefe are 
for the moft part little Heroick Poems, cele- 
brating fome worthy Adion performed ei- 
ther in the cauie of the Publick, or the de- 
fence of diftrefe'd Virtue. Several of them 
have gained the Admiration of the firft Wri- 
ters in our Language. And one of them has 
been thought worthy to be commented upon 
by one of the fined Geniuses this or any other 
Age has produced. I fuppofe my Readers do 
jQOt want to be informed, that I mean, the 
eld Song of Chevy-Chafe. I have alfo feen 
large Fragments of a Ballad called Hardiknute^ 
wherein there is a Life, and a Nobleneis both 
of DefigQ and Expreflion^ that might have 
Vol L K become 
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become the Auguftan Age. It is (aid to have 
been recovered a few Years fince from the 
Moatb of an old Woman in Scotland. And 
it is highly probable, a great many other va- 
loable Pieces of the fame kind might have 
been tranfmitted down to ns» had it not been 
for an unaccountable Humour which prevailed 
in that Nation about twenty, or thirty Years 
ago, of extirpating their old Women, and 
burning them for Witches. 

But if we look into the Love-Songs of 
that Time, we (hall ftill be made more fenfi- 
ble of the Purity of their Tafte, in compa- 
rifbn of ours. There we find that Paffion 
reprefented With all the Softncfs and Delicacy 
wherewith it operates in thofe virtuous Mind^ 
which find Love itfelf to be the higheft En* 
joyment in Love. Inftead of forced Turns 
of Wit, and laboured AUufions, we are enter- 
tained with the Language of undiiguiied Na* 
cure, and trae ,Af7e<ftion. I have ieen a no* 
ble Inftance of this in an old Song, called 
Phyllis and Amyntas. I do not know but 
it may have (iifier'd much from the lend Cor* 
f edions of unskilful Hands ; but the four or 
five concluding Stanza^s feem to have efcaped 
that Misfortune, and have fbmething in them 
fb juft and tender, that I perfuade my fcl^ 
my Readers will not be dtfpleaied with a 
fight of them* 

How oft didji thou declare to tne^ 
The Heavens Jhould turn to nought ^ 

The 
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The Sun Jhouldfirjl obfcured be^ 
En- thou JhdUldJi change thy Thought ? 

TV Heavens^ dijfolve without "Delay ; 

Sun^ Jhow thy Face no more ! 
Amyntas' Love is loft for Ay \ 

And woe is me therefore ! 

God knows ^ it would not grieve me much ^ 

For to be fain for thee ; 
But oh ! too near it doth me touchy 

That thoujhouldft murder me, 

With that her Hand^ cold^ wan and ^ale^ 

^pon her Breaftjhe lays ; 
Ana feeing that her Breath did fail^ 

Shejighs^ and then jhe fays-^--^ 

Amyntas ---'^ And with that^ poor Maid, 

Shejigh'd again fo fore^ 
That afier that^ Jhe never faid^ 

Nor fgh'dj nor faidnomore. 

Thus were the common People of thefc 
lilands entertained about a hundred, or a 
hundred and fifty years ago ; which fliould 
make us blufh, when we compare it with 
what pailes thro* their Hands now-a-days. 
But to do this muft be the Bufinefs of fbme 
fucceeding Paper. 

I am^ Sir^ 

Tour very humble Servant:^ 

HiBERNICUS. 
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N*^ 1 5. Saturday, July 17, 1725. 



To the Author of the Dublin Journal. 




.— — Non tu in triviis^ indoSie Jblebas 

Strident i miferum Jiij^uld dijperdere carmen. 

ViRG. 

SIR, 

^EW People arc more aofwerable 
for their Writings, than thofe who 
have made fuccefsfiil Court to the 
Mufes; and no Set of Authors 
ought to be more careful to puige their Works 
from every thing indecent or ottenfivc to Vir- 
tue and good Manners. Their Labours are 
the ufual Amufements of the Great and the 
Fair, the Young and the Gay ; and confe- 
quently their Influence is very extenfive, as 
they have a great Hand in forming the Tafte 
and Manners of thofe who are either the Ett« 
vy or Admiration of the reft of Mankind. 
Their Notions fteal eafily into the Minds of 
then: Readers, who, tranfported with the 
pleaiing Enthufiafm, have no leifiire to exa* 
mine into the Juftnefs and Reafonableneis of 

them. 
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them. And as the meaner fort of People are 
ever imitating the Manners and Cuftoms of 
their Betters^ we need not be much at a lofs 
for the Reafon of what I oblerv'd in my laft 
Letter, our common People being of iatc 
years fo ill ufed in the Entertainments their 
Scribes prepare for them. For all Dregs 
muft participate of the Liquor from whence 
they have fettled ; and fo Doggrel, which is 
but the Lees of Poetry, as that becomes cor- 
rupted, will of courfe increafe both iln Bulk 
and Filth. It is not therefore to be wondered 
at, that when immodeft Images and indecent 
Expreffions are adopted by Writers of Genius 
and Learning, the Performances of the Rab^* 
bie fhould fmk into downright Ribaldry and 
Bawdry ; and that as far as that kind of Wit 
goes, the Learned of Grubjireet are now a- 
h\t to Tit, Box^ and Gallery it with Mr. 
Bayes himfelf. 

My Correipondcnt Terdomtfos thought it 
his duty to animadvert on a Species of Wri- 
ting in Profe, of too ihort a continuance to . 
delerve being taken notice ofl There was no 
danger that the Authors he cenfures (hould 
have any body to imitate or fucceed them. 
Had he been pleafed to infped the Poetical 
Precinds of Grubjireet, .as carefully as he 
ftems to have don? the Profaic, he would 
have found our modern Ballads much more 
worthy the Pains of chaftifing. * For tho the 
Individuals are poor perifhable things, that 
are born and ^\^ in a Day, yet the Kinds are 

K3 ftill 
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flill propagating, and afford the common Peo- 
ple new Incentives to the Practice of every 
Vice their Station of Life renders them capa- 
ble of. 

I T would be endlefs, as well as idle and ri- 
diculous, to recount the feveral Species of 
Impertinence which may be met with in 
turning over but a few of our late Englijh 
]3allads. There is one feems almoft peculiar 
to the People of thefe^Nations ; that is, the 
unaccountable Liberty taken by many of our 
Doggrelifts of rhyming feditioufly, and ftt* 
ting the Affairs of the Nation to 9 Tune. 
This has a natural Tendency to fet th? Po- 
pulace a madding, and propagate Lyes and 
ienfelels Animofities among them. We have 
feen this carry*d to a Height of Infolence in 
our own Age, which, in concurrence with 
fome other Circumftances, had very near in- 
volved us in Blood and Confufion. An im- 
portant Debate in Parliament, or at the Coun- 
cil*Board, cannot be heard of, but immedi- 
ately the Arguments /rt? ^nd con muft be laid 
out in proper Stanza's ; and a falling Mini- 
fler makes nis Exit in a Ballad, as naturally as 
if there were a (landing Law for that purpoie. 

This however is an Abufe of vulgar Me- 
tre, which feems to be pretty much laid afide 
?t prefent, and indeed never was fo univerfal 
as your Half-fheet Hiftories of conftant Lo* 
vers and cruel Parents. As Love is the con- 
ftant Attendant of Youth, as well among the 
ip?ap and laborious, as thp rich and the idle, 

the 
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the ill Coofequeaces of cultivatiDg miftaken 
Notions about it, cannot but be very great. . 
A wretched Jingler has it by this means in 
his power to debauch all the Apprentices and 
young Serving-Maids within the Diftrid: of 
the Printing- houfe he works for. ' The pious * 
Defign of a Pariih in ereding and endowing 
a Charity-School, may be defeated by a grace- 
leis Rogue that can hardly read ; and a Far* 
thing Candle burnt out in the compofing of a 
Half*penny Hiftory, become an Inftrument 
of more real Mifchief to a Nation, than a 
whole Train of Artillery loaded with all the 
Thunder of an Epic Poem* Nor will this 
appear fo very paradoxical, to any one who 
duly confiders of what Importance it is to a 
State to train up the Youth in Induftry and 
Virtue, and knows how much the Balk of the 
People are ufually wrought upon by this ibrt 
of Entertainment. 

T H o I think it much below the D^nity 
of the Pulpit to take fuch a mean Subjed into 
cc^nizance, yet I apprehend, that in Coun« 
try Congregations it would be fiiU as ufefiil 
as to confute Hobbes^ and other bold Au- 
thors, who have more ^openly attacked Reli- 
gion and Virtue. There is many a Country 
Booby that would not be ihaken out of his 
Piety or Honefty by all that Mr. Hobbes has 
written, who by reading fomc pretty new 
Garland might very eafily be put in mind to 
give a Green Gown to the firft ruddy Lafs that 
C^me in his way. And I dare fay, the young 
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Squire who fell in love with beautiful Nancy^ 
and preferred her to a rich Heirels his Parents 
had provided for him, has coft more Maiden- 
heads among Chambermaids and Farmers 
Daughters, than could be gained by the raoft 
elaborate Defence of Whoring, any licentious 
Wit of the Age is capable of producing. Men 
are much more apt to be wrought upon by 
Example than Inftrudion ; and this holds 
equally in inculcating the Principles of Vice, 
as in propagating the Maxims of Reafon and 
Virtue. 

How often have Footmen, and other 
mean People, been fpirited up to make their 
Addre/Tes to young Ladies of Fortpne and 
Di(lin(3:ion, by the Inftances they have read 
of in Ballads of luch unequal Alliances? Ma* 
ny a virtuous and honourable Family is, I 
doubt not, at this very inftant mourning the 
Ruin of a darling Child, reduc'd to Shame 
and Poverty by a fancy Fellow, whofe Aflu- 
rance wouI4 probably never have carryM 
him to fuch an Attempt, had it not been 
ftrengrhen'd by the perulal of many fuccefs- 
ful Adventures of the iame kind be happened 
to meet with in the courfe of his reading. 
If you catch a Gentleman's Servant, or a 
Tradefman's Apprentice, with a printed Pa* 
er in his hand, 'tis great odds but you will 
nd it to contain a Hiftory of fome young 
Lady, who fell in love with one of their 
Station ; and defpairing of her Friends con- 
fent to make it a Marriage, makes off with 

her 
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htx Lover in a difgmlcd Habit, lifts herlelf 
for a Soldier, or perhaps goes aboard a Maa 
of War in quality of a Cabin^Boy*. There, 
to be fare, after a great Variety of extraor* 
dioary Adventures, ihe raifes herfelf to fbme 
coniiderable Command ; and upon her Return 
home, and difcovering herfelf to her Parents, 
is received \vith fuch Traniborts of Joy, that 
they immediately forgive ner all her Extra* 
vagances, and reward the Rogue that be« 
tray'd her, with making him their Son-in- 
law. In the time of the late War I have met, 
I believe, with upwards of a hundred Ballads 
all raifcd upon tnis Plan, and remember to 
have feen feveral young Girls mightily pleafed 
to find their Sex had done fb many notable 
Services againft the common Enemy, not 
without fbme diftant Thoughts of repeating 
fo pretty an Experiment themfelves. 

I LEAVE it to my Readers to gather what 
may be the EfTeds of infpiring tne conunon 
People with luch unreafonaSle Ambitions. 
But there; is ftiU fomething worfe than all this 
in many of our Ballads. Intrigues and Cuc^ 
koldoms are become very faihionable Subjeds 
of the Grubftreet Produdions. Our Ancei^ 
tors knew little or nothing of this ; and (uch 
things were never mentioned but with Re- 

E roach and Abhorrence. For tho Chaucer 
as (bme Tales that are licentious enough, 
yet they are all of the Satiric kind, and feem 
to be principally levelled at the loofe and dis- 
orderly Lives of the then Clergy, that the 

Eyes 
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Eyes of the Nation might be opened, tnd 
People prepared to fliake off a Bondage on- 
der which they had io long groaned ; to the 
doing whereof^ it has been the Opinioii of 
ieverai judicious Authors, his Writings did 
not a little cbntribute. The old Ballad of 
Queen Eleanor and Earl Marjhal, is a mofl: 
moving and pathetick Defcription of the fa- 
tal Confequences attending the Breach of the 
Marriage- Vow. I have feen a whole Fire- 
fide burft into Tears at the Recital of it, tho 
labouring under all the Difadvantages of mean 
Expreflions kt to mod wretched Muiick. The 
prdent Generation of Songfters make an 
ASzxx of this fort matter of Triumph and 
Merriment. A rich Merchant gone up the 
Straights^ and having his Place iupply'd by 
Billy the Apprentice, is a {landing Jeft ; and 
nothing can be more edifying, than to obferve 
how the Mob chuckle, and hug themfelves, 
upon hearing Trtllo and his virtuous Con- 
iort, melodioufly diftributing among them 
the various Tricks of fbme cunning well- 
tutored Good-wife, to accomplifli her De- 
iigns, and impofe upon an eafy and good* 
naturM Husband. 

There are but two ways I can think of 
for remedying thefe Abufes. The one is, 
that Authors who are favoured by the Mufes, 
and bkft with a fuperior Genius, fhould 
give no ill Example to the Croud of Scriblers 
below them, who ever were, and ever will 
be imitating their Manner, and treading in 

their 
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their Footfleps. If the noble Rage of Poe- 
try exerts itlelf in virtuous and manly Per- 
formances, fiich as may inlpire great and ge- 
nerous Sentiments, fortify the Mind in con- 
icious Honefty and Integrity, and call up the 
dear aad f bar(i)iog Ideas of Innocence, Love^ 
Friendftiip, Liberty and a Country, it is next 
to an ImpoiTibility but fomeching of that Spi* 
rit o^uft follow, ^nd propagate it (elf thro' a 
whole People. But when Wit and Learning 
are mi^mployed iu the Prpdu<^on of Hans 
CarvefX Taufo Turgaffti%md fuch like Pie- 
ces, we can expe(^ nothing elle, but that the 
fame Taint Ib^l fpread thro' the Compoiitions 
of the Vulgar, apd with a much greater de- 
gree of Impurity and Corruption. I iubmit 
it to thele ingenious Gentlemen ^hemfelves, 
whether in their cool Thoughts, they would 
think it more eligible to enjoy theReputation, 
as Sir fFilliam Temple Ibmewhere expreffcs it, 
of making a Company laughs or a whole 
Kingdom rejoice. 

The other Remedy I woiild offer is only 
an Expedient, till a more perfect: Reformation 
can be obtained ; That eyery one, as far as 
their Influence extends, fhould either divert 
thoie under it from reading Ballads altogether, 
or elfe be at the pains to Took out for fiich as 
may afford them Amufement, without vitiating 
their Underflanding, or endgngerieg their Ia- 
poc^Bce. 

I am^ Sir^ 

four v(ry humble Servant^ 
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N® 17. Saturday t July 24, 1725. 

To the Author of the- T)ubUn Journal. 

Vt enhn fidioreSy ^ ii, qui Jlgna fabri- 
coHtuTy ® vero etiam ^oeta^ jfuum quif- 
que opus a vulgo confiderari vult ; ut fi 
quid refrehenfum fit a fluribus, id corri^ 
^atur ;, hique ^ fecum^ ® cum aliisy quid 
in eo feccatum fit^ exquirunt : Sic alion4m 
judicto fermuUa nobis ^ facienda^ S? non 
faciendaj ^ mutanda^ t$ corrigenda Junt . 

Cic. 

S 1 Ry 

jN the whole Compals of Speech, 
I don't remember a Phrafe more 
frequently in every body's mouth, 
or that has run thro' a greater 
Variety of different Significations, 
than the Contempt of the World. The ori- 
ginal Meaning of it, I take to have been, 
that juft Difdain, which a wife and good Man 
ought to have of the external Advantages of 
Life and Fortune, when brought into com- 
petition with the Enjoyments arifmg from the 
Purfuits of Reafon and Virtue. And in re- 
gard 
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gard luch a Priocipie feems entirely oppofice 
to the Maxims, or at leaft to the Pradices of 
the Bulk of Mankind^ this Phrafe was after- 
wards brought to fignify that geoerous Difte- 
gard and Unconcern at the Cenfives of others 
upon our Ad:ions, which arifes in us when* 
ever we find them agreeable to Honefty and 
Virtue, and are convinced of our own In* 
tegrity in the Motives from whence they 
proceeded. 

T o decile or contemn the World then in 
this Senie, is a Thing founded on right Rea* 
ion, and the Efied of a truly noble and 
magnanimous Temper. But there are People 
in the World equally Proof againft the Cen- 
fiires of it, whole Condudl none will prefiime 
to juftify, and whofe whole Lives are one 
continued Contradidion to every Thing 
manly or rational. Thefe fcorn the World 
as much as the wifeft and bed Man in it, 
and are as carelefs what others think of their 
Condud, as if it were entirely blameleis and 
unexceptionable. 

It is natural, even for the mod degenerate 
Species of Mankind, to love the Appearance 
of any Virtue, however averfe they may be 
to the Pradice of it. Hypocrify is but the 
Counterfeit of Devotion ; Frugality is a Cover 
for Avarice ; and the pretended Refemblance 
it bears to Liberality and Beneficence, is very 
often improved into an Argument for Profii- 
iion. A fcrapulous Exa(9:nefs in the Payment 
of Debts contracted by Gaming, has been 

frequently 
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frequently the Occafioti that many an honeft 
'tradefman has ftarved in a Goal for fopply- 
ing the Neceflities of the vefy Perfon that 
wa$ thos ptlnddal ta the Engagements of 
Riot and Ptodigality. And I have known a 
FellbW Villain enoi%h to flab a Man in the 
dark, who Wotdd not have etldiirfed the kift 
fbnl Play at a Cock-fight, and Wotild have 
exprcflfcd the hlghclt degree of Indignation 
and Reientment, had a Mafliffmet with any 
tingehtleman-like Treatment in the Bear- 
,garden. 

To this univerlal Aflfedation df every 
Thing great or landabfe, it i^, that we may 
dcribe, in a great mealbre, the Elafmefs which 
wealk Of vitious Men Appear to be utider, 
with rdpe<a to the Opinion and Efteem of 
the World about them. It is reafonable, nay 
more, it is generous, in fontre Cafes, to ilOt 
in contradidJion ttf a prevailing Notion, and 
to facrifice the Applaufes of an injudicious 
Multitude to the lilent Pleafiires of Self ap- 
probation and confcious Innocence. In inch 
Cafes, to ad any dthei'wifc, tvouM be doing 
Violence to Human Nature, and be attended 
with fiich inward Pain atid Ketudance, as all 
the external Advantages of Fortune and Re- 
futation would never be able to counter- 
balance. Every body therefore is fond of 
appearing animated by fo very jnft and manly 
a PriAcipie ; by which means, what fhomd 
only be the Shield of Virtue and Good-ftnfe^ 
is frequently made a Stalking-horfe to Vice 

and 
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and IndifcretioD. Hence we fee there is no 
where to be found a Race of more invete- 
rate and obftinate ^ej^ifers of the tVorld^ 
than your People of broken Reputations and 
irr^Iar Condud. Ail the Misfortunes and 
Dtldleem their Vices or Follies have brought 
upon them, are only the Frowns of an envU 
ous and malicious iVorld\ and therefore can: 
claim nothing but Difregard from People of 
Inch a fuperior Genius, and exalted reach of 
Underftanding. 

A FELLOW of this impudent Make, who 
has loft his Nofe in the purfuit of ungovern- 
able Luft, fliali immediately fnuff at the 
Worlds with as haughty an Ait, as a Philo- 
ibpher, who had only the misfortune to be 
born without one. Another Who has mined 
bis Eftate, either thro' luphie Negligefice and 
Mifinanagement, or an expenfiVe and riotous 
Gourfe of Life, will triumph over his thriving 
and induftrious Neighbours, laugh at, what 
he calls, their mean and pitiful Ways, and 
receive moft prodigious Coufolation in think- 
ing how unequally the World is dilpensU 
Nor is it very unulual to find People, whom 
it i% grown* fcandalous to appear in company 
with, exprefs the faigheft Contempt of others, 
and in great Gallantry of Widcedneis perfijft 
in making tfaemfelves more and more odiOuS 
to them ; as if they delighted in Mifery out 
of pure Spite, and to put an Affront upon 
Mankind. 

Una* 
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Unavoidable Misfortuoes are by oo 
means a proper Subjed of Ridicule; and 
therefore no Man has any jufl; caufe to be 
afhamed, or cad down on the fcore of them. 
But when they are the Efiedis of a criminal 
or highly imprudent Condud, to put on an 
Air of Negled and Unconcern about the 
Judgment of Mankind upon us, to carry a 
(cornful Behaviour, and bravery of. Counte- 
nance under them, (eems to be a plain re- 
nouncing both of Reafbn and Humanity. 
The gteateft Happinels of rational Beings ariles 
from the Exercile and Enjoyment of fbcial 
Love : So that whofoever has arrived to that 
degree of Infenfibility, as habitually to pre- 
fer the Gratification of fordid and unruly 
Appetites to the Elleem and Good- will of 
his Fellow*CreatureS| has evidently fallen 
from Human Nature, by making an Ele(9:ioa 
of Plealures inconfiftent with it, and exttn- 
guilhing the firfl; and mod rational Principle 
of kOxon. And in this Cafe, there can be 
no Hopes of Amendment, or that the Mind 
can ever recover its original Virtue ; becaufe 
liaring loft the Senfe of its trued and greatcd 
Intereft, there are no proper Motives left to 
influence its Adions, and bring them to 
a juft and regular Diredion. Nothing lefs 
than a Miracle is capable to redore a Soul 
thus depraved and abandoned. Whereas fo 
Ions as Men retain a Reverence for Mankind, 
and are defirous of keeping up a fair Cha- 
tzSttt in the Eyes of the Worl4 there dill 

remains 
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remains a handle whereby to turn them ofT 
from any little Extravagances they may be 
betrayed into, either by the Violence of 
ftidden Paffion, or too keen a Senlation of 
Pleafure. 

Besides this Contempt of the Worlds 
with regard to its Cediire on Actions really 
vitioos and wicked, there is another criminal 
kind of it, tho not equally fo, which ibme- 
times breaks out in the Conduct of Men, 
who are otherwife People of Senfe and Vir* 
tue ; and leads them into Errors, which fre- 
quently expoie them to a great many Incon^ 
veniences in the Commerce of Life, and the 
Enjoyment of Society. 

There are few of my Readers, I believe, 
but what could produce innumerable Indan* 
CCS of People of this Character, who by an 
inviolable Attachment to fbme favourite 
Whim, perhaps not unreaibnable in it felf, 
have drawn upon themfelves the Ridicule of 
all their Acquaintance ; againfl: which they 
have had no other Refuge, than to exclaim 
agaii^ the whole World, as a Pack of un- 
thinking Mortals, who have no manner of 
true Tauc or Difcernment, and are governed 
by Prejudices and popular Opinions, which 
have no Foundation in Nature or Reafbn. 

The Affectation of Sin^larity, and every 
kind of Pedantry, are Diieales of this fort ; 
in which, tho the ObjccSls of our Humours 
be of an indifferent nature, yet fince the 
Judgmient of Mankind is againft them, we 

Vol. L L ought 
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ought not, for a Trifle, to render oorielves 
ablurd and difagreeable to thofe, whole Eafe 
and Satisfadiion it is a great part of our bofi- 
neft in this World to promote. The bare 
Lawfulnefe of a thing is not fiiflicient to ju(h- 
fy the Ufe of it at ail times, and in all pla- 
ces ; becaufe at that rate, we fhould be per- 
petually ruDning ourfelves into Difficulties 
and Trouble, without ferving any other End 
than pleafing an idle and olnlinate Humour. 
There would be nothing unlawful, for in- 
flance, in turning the Back-part of our Coats 
foremoft, wearing the wrong Side of our 
Stockings out, clapping half a dozen Knots 
to a Wig, or appearing very peculiar in any 
other part of Drefs or Equipage ; yet, I fan- 
fy, every body would reckon him a very 
indifcreet Man, who fhou'd for the fake of 
fiich unaccountable Diftin(^ions expofe him* 
felf to the Laughter of his Neighbours, and 
to be pointed at as he pafsM along the Streets. 
NO THING can be great, fays Longi- 
nus, which it is Greatnefs to contemn. For 
the fame reafbn, our Contempt of any Thing 
can never be an Argument of a great Mind, 
when it rifes from a Matter of Indifference, 
and which has no regard to the Condud of' 
Life, or the Interefl of Mankind In this 
cafe we difcover the littlenefs of our Minds, 
in r^ard we could not juftify to ourfelves our 
running counter to the World, without being 
much employed in thinking on the Points in 
difference between us and it. Now there is 

not 
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taot any thing more cootempible than to em* 
ploy our Thoughts on little -and infignificanc 
Subjeds^ luch as all thofe are from whence 
Society can receive neither Good nor Hurt. 
So that in efiFec^, a tenacious Adherence to our 
Humour, in contradi^ion to the prevailing 
Cuftoms of the Age or Country we live in, 
betrays much the fame Spirit with thofe who 
fpendf their Lives in the Contemplation of 
Butterflies^ or the empty Subtleties of the 
School-Metaphyficks ; with this difference, 
that it requires a gi'earer degree of Pride and 
Ill-nature to be a queer Fellow^ in an active, 
than in a (ludious and fpeculative Life. 

We ought therefore to be very cautious 
how we give ourfelves the high Airs of con- 
temning the World ; and fhould be very fiire 
both of our own Superiority, and the hurtful 
Tendency of any general Cuftom, before wc 
prefume to treat it in a fiipercilious and fcorn- 
ful manner. In doubtful matters it is cer- 
tainly our Wifdom not to contend with the 
Majority ; and Wifdom and Goodnefs both 
forbid us to diilurb the Peace of Mankind, 
which Difputes of all kinds in fome meafure 
do, for things we own ourfelves to be indif^ 
ferent ; efbeciaily fince there is a much great- 
er Probability of any (ingle Perfon^s being ia 
the wrong, than the Bulk of Mankind. 

I am^ Sir^ 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

HiBERNICUS. 

L i N^ 18. 
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N^ 18. Saturday, July ^\y 1725. 

To HiBERN icus. 

^id frius dicam folitis parentis 
Laudibus ? ^i res homtnum ac deorum^ 
§^i mare & terras^ variifque mundum 

Temferat horis? 
^nde. nil majus getter atur if Jo j 
Nee viget quidquam Jimile, aut fecunduvu 

HOR, 

St R, 

N one of your late Papers, you 
I have obferved very juftly, that 
j Poetry in the early Ages of the 
\ World was confecrated to the Ser- 
vice of the Divinity. Let me 
add, tlvat the Redbo for its being fo, con* 
tinues as (Irong now as ever ; and that no 
other Subjed: atfbrds a true Poet fuch a noble 
Field for diiplaymg the Greatnefs and Beauty 
of his Genius, as this does. Infinite Power^ 
joined with infinite Goodnefs, is a Theme 
can never be exhaufted. And as the Know- 
ledge of Nature is the greateft Source of In- 
vention, the Praifes of its Author muft of 
3 conle« 
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coufeqneoce be the bed and nobleft way of 
employ iDg that Faculty. 

Our Poets, in cxcufc for their not culti- 
vating this kind of Poetry, may alledge the 
bad Tafte of the Age as long as they pleafc ; 
but it is evident, there has not been given 
that occafion for the Complaint which they 
pretend. For tho in a licentious Reign, and 
at a time when the Man and his Principles 
were become obnoxious to . the greater Part 
of the Nation, Milton's Divine Work, the 
Taradi/e Loft, was overlooked for many 
Years ; yet we have feen it, even in this 
Wicked Age^ take a Run beyond any thing 
in Verfe that ever was publimed in our Lan- 
guage, and grow the Delight and Entertain- 
ment of all Sorts of People among us, that 
had the leaft Genius or Inclination for Letters. 
So that it is not fo much Compliance with 
the Humour of the Age, that has hinder'd 
our Authors from ftriking into that Path, as 
its being dilagreeable to thcjr own. 

In confidence that the general Tafte is 
not fo corrupted as thefe Gentlemen loudly 
affirm, I fend you the following Poem ; the 
Author of which can claim no other Praifc^ 
than that of turning common Speech into 
Blank Verle ; the Thoughts, and almoft the 
Expreflions, being little more than copied 
firomone of our facred Writers, as they lie 
in a Profe Tranflation. You are therefore to 
regard them only as an Attempt to fliew how 
proper for Verfc Divine Subjei^s are, and how 

L 3 capable 
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capable of fupporting the Spirit of Poetry, 
by the great Images and noble Defcriptions 
they fo naturally famifli, even when other 
Advantages are wanting, as they are vifibly 
fo in what is now fubmitted to you by, 

SIR, 

Tour very humble Servant, 

MUSOPHII^OS, 



B 



Psalm CIV. ParapKrafcd. 

IN 

Imitation of MILTON'^ Style. 

LESS God, my Soul! exceeding great and gh- 
jL^ rious ^ 

Thoufitt% Lord, entbron'don fieavens high Arch ^ 
Thy Palace, cloth' d with Majefty and Honour. 
Compafs'd about with everlafting Litht, 
"fhy Realms thou cover ft with th' effulgem Mantle, 
IVhofe ample Skirts diffufing orient Gleams, 
lllumwe all the blue tranflucid J^ther, 
By thee fir etch' d out i a fair and vafi Pavilion ! 
Where mighty Floods with Din and Hoar impetuous 
T<)fs high the angry Wave, thine Hand has laid 
T^he Rafiers that fufiain thy Jbining Chambers ; 
A wondrous Fabrick ! Clouds thou mak'ft thy Chariots^ 
Which carried on the Wings of driving Storms, 
Proclaim the awful Prefence of th" Almighty. 
Him Winds obey ,• and airy Meteors fialb 
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His MeffagiSy to the Divine Command 
Obfequious* Earth be on her Centre fix* d 
Immoveables and poised in yielding Air. 
Her Fuce with Waters thju didft overfpread; 
ColleSled flood the vafl circumfluous Heapy 
'the lofty Mountains in its IVomb involving ; 
Abyfs profound ! Again at thy Rebuke 
T%ey fled; and at the Thunder of thy Voice ^ 
Precipitant roWd down into the Deepy 
7%eir oozy Bed ; IVave tumbling after Wave. 
Thence thro* the Rocks by feeret DnEis they rife. 
And gujhing thro* the Jhaggy Mountains fides, 
Irriguous travel o*er a thoufand Lands, 
Till in the Deep^s capacious Lap received. 
Here he hath circumfcriyd thefwelling Ocean^ 
Andfiy?d its Bounds, that it may whelm no mere 
The fpacious Earth, He fends the limpid Springs^ 
That down the Hillocks with melodious Lapfe 
Dcfcending, wander thro* the verdant Lawns, 
Where H^rbs, and Flourets grow of various Hue. 
There Beafts that rove in Forefl or in Field, 
Drink unreflraind ; and void of Fear, wild AJfes 
Their Thirfl allay ; while on the graffy Bank 
Tall Trees their Branches fpread abroad profufe ; 
Fit Habitation for the tuneful Birds, 
Whofe liquid Notes with gentle Impulfe tremble 
Along the Silver Surface of the Brooke 

FROM his high Chambers in the failing Clouds 
Hefendeth foftning Rain ; Moifture prolific ! 
That gently water eth thirfty Hill and Dale, ' 
Till Earth, with Plenty crown d of golden Fruits, 
Smiles amiable* Tender Blades of Grafs 
He caufethfpring, that Cattle there may browfe 
Luxurious : Nor fw Maris Relief are wanting 
Herbs, Part expiring aromatick Fumes 
Of healing Virtue ; Part with Jt^ce delicious 
Inviting poeet Repafi ; with Wine to chear 
The heavy Heart, and gloomy Cares difpel ; 

L 4 Oily 
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Oil, to anoint and brighten up the Face i 
AniCofnj the Food and Strength of Human Kind. 

T'HE 'trees of God are flourijhing and fair; 
Without the Art of Man the Mountain Cedar 
Is nouriJh*dj and on Lebanon exalts 
Its comely Height ^ affording ample Shelter 
To airy Wanderers ^ the featbe/d Brood, 
the lofty Fir the Stork her Dwelling choofes ; 
Wild Goats the Summit of the craggy Rocky 
Within whofe ho Bow Caverns feebler Creatures 
Retiringy fcape the Rage ofclofe Purfuers, 

A TGo£s Command the Moon^ her Silver Horns 
Imblaz^ing in the Suns refplendem Orb^ 
Renews her Face, and points the changif^ Seafons. 
His Dmy too the glorious Lamp of Day 
Is taught y and knows his fixed Hours to rife, 
Andflujb with rofy Charms the Face of Morn, . . 
Or fet in Wefiern Waves, then gloomy Darknefs 
{Her Sable Stole oer Heaven^ s high Convex fpread) 
Permits the For eft Beaft to range abroad; 
When, f allying from their rueful Dens ^ young Lions 
Roar thro* the filent Wildernefs for Prey, 
And^ feek their Meat from Godj whofe lib\al Hand 
the Univerp fufiains : All Night they prowk 
Secure and undifluri'dy till Morris Approach 
Back to their Haunts the Ravagers commands ; 
While Man, commencing with the Sun his toil, 
till Even-tide the fruitful Glebe manures. 

HOW wanifoldj Lordj are thy Works, that bear 
Such bright Difcoveries of Almighty Skill ! 
7he fpacious Ea^th, replenijh^d with thy Riches^ 
Proclaims the Bounty of her great Creator^ 
Nor filent is the mighty Deepy whofe Bofom 
Swarms numberlefs with Ftjh of every kind, 
PaVt huge of Bulk, and Part a reptile Spawn, 
there royal Navies cut their ftately Way, 
And plow with bended Keel the foaming Surge, 
there too, the great Leviathan upheaves 

His 
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liis cumbrous MaiU ^^d in pernicious Frolick^ 
Lq/hes with dreadful Fins the fiirims BiBows. 
AH thefe for Suftenance on T%ee ^tend, 
Andfeek their daily Alms from T%ee; indulgent 
^hou fieely giv*flj and they with Joy receive : 
T'hou ofji thy Hand^ and they are filVd with Good ; 
Thou hid* ft thy FacCy and firait again they mourn ; 
T%eir Breath thou taVft \ they die, and at thy IVord^ 
Thy fowrful Word ! Death and Corruption fee. 
Again thou fend* ft thy Spirit forth, enlivening 
fPtth vital Warmth the dead unaEiive Heap ; 
And Earthy renewed as in her youthful Prime^ 
Smiles chearful on her new- created Offsprings 

TH us thro^ fuccejjive Ages is proclaim d 
Thy Glory : andyftablift)*d by thy Providence ^ 
The World a ftanding Monument of Praifi 
Remains ; for pleased with what thine Hand has made^ 
Thou doft the Waftes of mouldering Time repair. 
Jftbou in Wrath but loolift upon the Earthy 
It tremblethftraiti and rent withftrong Convulfions 
Shrinks at the Prefence of an angry God I 
And lofty Mountains at thy Touch are made 
To fmoak^ and veil their Heads in Clouds ofDarknefs. 

IN Hymns to God, from whom I have my Beings , 
/ will that Life he has beftow'd employ ; 
Sweet Exercife ! that to my Soul will yield 
Soft Peace J and Streams of Joy y and heavnly Solace^ 
Let impious Men by impious Deeds draw down 
Almighty Vengeance on their guilty Heads y 
And dire Deftru£lion feize the ftnful Crew* 
BlefsthoUy my Souly the Lord thy God ; and join 
Jn Conforty all ye lift'ning Worlds around. 



N^ IP- 
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ti^ 19. Saturday^ Augufi 7, 1725. 

To the Author of the 'Dublin Journal. 
Sit mihi fas audita loqui. V i r g. 

SIR, 

|T would be unjoft, as well as un> 
s kind, iDtirely to overlook the Let- 
ters of my Correfbondents. Such 
of them as would admit of being 
publifli'd by themfelves, and as in* 
tire Pieces, I have already communicated to 
my Readers ; and it gives me abundance of 
Pleafure to reflea:, that I have had thereby 
an Opportunity of making the Publick a- 
mends for my own Faults and Deficiencies. 
But befides thofe, I have other Letters, which 
cou^d not fo conveniently be publiihed in 
that manner. I have therefore fet apart this 
Day's Paper to make my Acknowledgments 
on this Head, and account for my Condu(% 
to the Gentlemen concerned. 

The firft is from one T. B. who calls 

himfelf a Country Curate, and 6nds great 

fault with me for a preceding Paper upon 

Cajile-building, which it fccms had fuch In- 

« flucncc 
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flaCDC^ over him, as to engage him very 
deeply in that whimfical Exercife. Now it 
happens, that this Letter is not for my felf 
peither, but I am only to be the Canal for 
conveying it to his Miftrefs, to whom he 
jmaKes great Complaints of my having fee 
him fb hard at work. I muft own, I. think 
it a little unreafonable in him, to defire I 
fliould make my felf the Tool of his Refent* 
ment, and incur the Difpleafure of a Lady, 
whom, I can ferioufly protefl, I never had 
the leafl Intention to offend, not knowing 
whether there be any fuch Pcrfon living. 
Then to fay, that I out him on CdJile-buUd^ 
ing ! is a moft unjuu and eroundlefs Afper- 
fion For my whole Deiign in that Paper 
was only to advifc fuch as were Cajtle^ 
builders already, to fettle their Foundations 
on a furer Bottom than is ufually done by 
our invifible Architeds ; and to fetch their 
Schemes from real and not imaginary Circum- 
(lances of Life. So that had be taken me 
right, he would have employed bis Talents 
in Mafonry to the Edification of Churches^ 
rather than to the Building of Caftles. 

I HAVE alfb a Copy of Verfes from a 
Gentleman, who fiibfcribes himfelf Sylvius^ 
upon a fine Mdy, who had her Face very 
much disfigured with the Small-pox ; wherein 
there are a ereat many things worthy a place 
among Performances, which may hope for a 
longer Exiftence thap any thing of mine can 
prctsad %o^ 9t|t gt ^h? f^oje ;imc my Corre- 

fpo»dCB{ 
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Ipondent muft give me the liberty of thinks 
log, that fome things might very conveDient*^ 
ly have beeo (pared, and that Wit may be 
fometimes too luxarious, and carried into an 
unbecoming Extravagance. Upon confulting 
my Friend Terdomtfos in this Caft, it was 
found requifite to detire the Gentleman would 
take a review of his Performance, and prune 
it of fome little Excrefcencies, which, with 
very fliort recolledion, himfelf will eafily 
difcover, 

THILO'Hibernicus^ who fends me a 
Defcription of a certain profound Mathema- 
tician he happened to pick up in EJfex 
Street^ is deftred to fend me the Name, and 
place of Abode of the Perfon he chara(3:e- 
rizes. For upon laying all Circumftances to- 
gether, my Mind mifgives me very much, 
niat ihe Perfon there reprefented is not to be 
found on this fide the Clouds. And I am 
fully perfiiaded, the Surface of our Earth is 
fruitful enough in abfurd and ridiculous Cha- 
racters, to prevent our going in fearch of 
thenti to the higher Regions of the Atmo- 
fphere. 

A CERTAIN School-mafler refufing to give 
his Scholars Play on the firfl of the lafl 
Month, being the Anniverfary of the memora- 
ble Battle oiiht Boyne^ has occafioned a very 
farcaflical Epigram from one of the young 
Gentlemen aggrieved, who is exceeding 
earneft with me that I ihould publifh his 
Verfes, after having taken care to have them 

properly 
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properly pointed. - As I think Youth ought 
to be encoar^ed as much as poflible in every 
thing towardly and ingenious^ I ihould be 
extremely fond to comply with his Requcft, 
Were I not apprehenfive there may be fome 
danger to my young Correfpondent himfelf 
in interpofmg in an Affair of this nature. I 
mud therefore beg to be excufed till the firft 
of July next enliiing ; by which time, if 
he be a good Boy, and minds his Book, he 
may ponibly be more out of the Terror of 
Birch, and confequently in a better Capa- 
city for aipiring to the Honour of the Bays. 
* Therb remains only one other Obliga* 
tion, which I muft confcls, I have beeg over 
long in acquitting. It is a Copy of Veries oc* 
cafioned by the before- mentioned Paper on 
Caftle-builaing, Some Friends to whom I 
have ihewn them, are of opinion, they are 
rather intended as a piece of Raillery upon 
me, than a Compliment. 6f that the Au« 
thor himfelf is the beft Judge- For me, I 
am perfectly indifferent in which of the two 
Lights they are taken. 1 give them to my 
Readers only, becaufe I think them good 
Verfes; and they are welcome to under- 
Hand them as they pleafe, provided the 
Perufal of them contributes to their Enter- 
tainment, 



To 
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To HiBERNICUS. 

Br your dedal and indulgent Scheme 
We\e all permitted^ when awake ^ to dream ^ 
To raife our Th>ughts above our own Degree, 
And lull our Cares with feigned Felicity. 
Great are the Joys in tbofe exalted Scenes p 

Where Pow'r andPleafure wait, and Fancy reigns; ^ 
For there no Difappointmem intervenes. ' j 

Ihofe Raptures too are innocently yyrought ; 
Our only Crime* s extravagance of Thought ; 
But that, to what is great and good inclind. 
Atones for aUExceJfes of the K^ind. 

The plodding duB material Mortar-Man 
Spends half his Life adjufting of his Plan ; 
The other half he is perplexed to find 
Matter andStuation to his Mnd; 
TVhiljl we at once ere£t, and fill a Throne, 
The Crown f the Sceptre, and the Right our own; 
Our Thoughts our SubjeSts^ and our Realms the Air, 
Our Palace an encbamed Cafile there^ 
Where no Pretender with a foreign Aid 
Can be admitted, or our Court betrayed. 
So when we would enjoy Pow\, Wealth and Fame, 
Were foon pojfefs^d of all our Wifhes claim* 

WHA TE VE R wild Chimera of the Brain 
Lifts our Conceits above the Senfe of Pain, 
Sufpends our Cares, our Hearts with Gladnefs fills. 
And gives us Pow*r to dream away our His ; 
Whateer you call that fort of Refverie, 
^Tis your left Wifdom and Philofophy. 

Having thus accounted fot the Favours 
of my CorrdTpondents, I miift make it my 
Reqaeft to fiich of them as intend^to continue 
honouring me with their Correipondence* to 

endeavour 
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endeavour lb to contrive it for the future, 
that I may not be frequently obliged either 
to incur their Difpleauire, or make op my 
Papers of broken and independent Pieces. 
For however taking that way might have 
been in fbme former Papers, which it would 
be a piece of iniiiflerable Vanity in me to 
mention, while I am talking of my own, 
it is evidently inconfiftent with the Nature 
and Defign of this, which, without lofing 
its good Grace, requires to be confined to 
fbme one particular Subject. This, however, 
ihall not hinder me from giving my Readers, 
at fbme convenient Intervals, a miurellaneous 
Paper, made up of fuch little loofe Pieces as 
may hereafter oe fent me, and fhaU appear 
deferving to be communicated to the Pub- 
lick ; there being nothing I fhould be more 
ambitious of, than to be the Means of bring- 
ing into Light the hidden Worth and Genius 
of my Countrymen, as much as it is now 
the Fafhion to undervalue and negled it^ 
where it is truly eminent. 

/ am^ Sir, 

Tour very humble Servant, 

HiBERNICUS. 



N9 20* 
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N** 20. Saturday t Auguji 14, 1725. 

To the Author of the T^uhltn 'Journal. 



-Non eft. 



^od vos credit is ejfe^ vita non eft, 

Pentad'h frae* 
SIR, T 

L the open Attacks which have 
>eeil made upon Religion and Vir* 
ue by their declared EDemies* 
lave not been capable to do near 
the Harm which has been done 
either thro' the indifcreet and intemperate 
Zeal, or the wrong and miftaken Notions, of 
fbme Men, not only pretending, but really 
podefling an honed Intention for the fetvice 
of both. By the former means Men, other-' 
wile of a noble Temper and kind Dilpofition, 
have fuffer'd themfelves to be drawn^ in to 
hate, vilify,and perfecute their unhappy Neigh- 
bours, only for thinking in . a different man^ 
iler ; and thereby have given the Enemies of 
Religion a Handle to charge it with a Fault, 
only imputable to the Weaknefs or Wicked- 
ne(s of its Profedbrs. In the fame manner, 
when Religion has been inculcated by Men 

of 
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of a fatnrnine and iilelanchoiy Humour, it 
has been let in io dark and comfortlefs a View, 
that People of a more lively and chearfiiL 
Turn have been frightned with the Pidure, 
and fled from it as a dangerous Shore, the 
falling in with which muU at once da(h to 

f)ieces all the Enjoyments and innocent Plea- 
bresofLife. 

How often has Virtue too been repre- 
iented in the £tme unamiable and forbidding 
Form, by fome of her over-zealous and inju- 
dicious Votaries ? How often have we been 
told, that the wife, the good Man muf^make 
faimfelf independent on every thing external f 
muft renounce Pleafure, extinguilb his Dcfires ; 
and in a word, ceafe to be a Man, by afpiring 
to become a God ? Virtue with them is all 
Self-denial; and we muft do violence to Nature 
and Inclination, before we can be enrolled a- 
mong her Followers. And thus have they 
donfe with Mens Minds, as fome Phyficians 
do with their Bodies, kept them under the 
perpetual Dileale of taking Phyfick, in order to 
preierve their Health. It is to be hoped how- 
ever, they have imitated the Prudence of the 
Faculty in another yery material Point, and 
been very Iparing themfelves in the ufe of 
thole Medicines they prefcribe to others. 

I N order to make this Syftem go down the 
better, they have endeavour'd to give us a 
little and contemptible Notion of human Life, 
and all the Enjoyments it affords, as things 
of no Confequence, and unworthy the Pur- 

VoLL M fuit 
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(bit of a noble and rational Mind. If we \yill 
believe them, this World is but a Wildernefs, 
and all our Life but one continued Dream, 
and that too, filled up either with nothing 
elk but Images of Horror and Mifery, or 
airy Vifionsi of empty and delufive Happinefs. 
Intomuch that if we be Men of Senfe and 
Philofophy, the moft natural thing we could 
do were to reiblve in the Negative that Diffi- 
culty Shakejfear makes his Hamlet to labour 
under; 

To Be^ or not to Be^ that is the ^ueftian. 

For indeed if Life be what thefe Gentlemen 
paint it, it is at leaft a Poffeflion we have no 
great reafbn to wi(h the Continuance o£ 

Some Chriftian as well as Heathen An- 
thors have fallen into the fame Road of think- 
ing ; and to enhance the Joys and Felicity of 
a Life hereafter, have thought fit to give us 
the lowed and meaneft Idea poHible of the 
Comforts to be met with, and the Employ- 
ments to be purfiiedin our prelent State of 
Exiftence. We have a remarkable Inftancc 
of this in one of the greateft Writers t)f our 
Age, the admirable Author of the Theory of 
the Earth % who, after having in a Blaze of 
divine Eloquence, fuitable to the Grandeur of 
the Subjed, defcribed the Ruin of this Earth 
in the Conflagration, upon a Review of the 
ieveral Revolutions it had undergone, and 
particularly this lafl: great and amazing one, 
among a great nrany Excelleneies» m& the 

fol- 
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following Rcile<3;ioD, which, if taken in its 
full Extent, is, in my humble Opinion, very 
exceptionable. That I may not milreprefent 
a Man of (b much Worth and Goodnefs, I 
ihall give it to my Readers in his own words. 

For what is this Life but a Circulation of 
little mean ASfionsl We lie down^ and rife 
again ^ drefs andundrefs^ feed and wax hun* 
gry^werkor flay^ and are weary \ and then 
we lie down again^ and the Circle returns. 
fVe Jpend the ^ay in Trifles j and when the 
Night comes ^ we throw our felves into the 
Bed of Folly ^ amongft ^Dreams ^ and broken 
Thoughts, and wild Imaginations. Our Rea* 
fon lies afleef by us, and we are for the time 
as arrant Brutes as thofe that fleep in the 
Stalls^ or in the Field. Are not the Capa^ 
cities of Men higher than thefe ? And ought 
not his Ambition and Execrations to be 
greater ? Let us be Adventurers for ano- 
ther World: '^ts at leaft a fair and noble 
Chance ; and there is nothing in this worth 
our Thoughts or our Paffions. Ifwejhould 
be difappointed^ we are ft ill no worfe than 
the reft of our Fellow- Mortals ; and if we 
Jucceed in our Expectations ^we are eternally 
happy. 

Is this a true defcription of human Life^ 
under a juft and proper Regulation ? Surely 
no. For tho it mufl; be owned^ that a great 
part of Mankind do indeed pals their Lives 
in the Manner here reprefented, enjoy no 
vM 2 more 
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more than a kind of Animal Exiftence, and 
dream away whole Years without any higher 
Occupation than Eating, Drinking, and Sleep- 
iog, fo that to them Life becomes a Trifle and 
a Burden ; yet that does not arile fron^ the 
Nature of things, but from our own Mifappli- 
cation of ttiem, and an over Indulgence of the 
fenfual Appetites. This World is not the Seat 
of Folly and Mifery, becaufe there is nothing 
elfe to be found in it, but becaufe we our 
felves do not tread the Paths of Wifdom and 
Happinefs. Providence has been fo bounti- 
ful to us, that even in this Life there is am- 
ple Provifion made for our Enjoyment of ra- 
tional and fubflantial Pleafures, tho fubjed to 
a great many Viciflitudes, and frequently 
mingled with much Affliction and Sorrow. 
The Inquiry after Truth ; the Contemplation 
of God and Nature; ajuftly acquired Repu- 
tation among Mankind ; rational and enter- 
taining Convcrlation with our Friends ; do- 
ing them all the good Offices that lie in our 
power ; promoting the Interefl of our dear 
Country ; or generous Endeavours for the 
univerfal Good ; are all of them produdlive 
of Pieafure in this Life, and Purluits of (iich 
a kind, as I dare venture to affirm, the excel- 
lent Author, upon whofe Words I have been 
animadverting, never imagined to be unwor^ 
thy of his Thoughts or his Taffions^ but much 
the contrary. 

This Contempt of Life, and ail its Enjoy- 
mcnts in grofs, will lead us to the Contempt 

of 
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of Being in general. For tbo both Reafon . 
and Revelation afliire us of a future State 
vaftly preferable to this ; yet 'tis certain that 
our (everal Employments in that State, and 
the confequent Pleafures arifing from them, 
will only differ in degree, and not in kind, 
from thofe of a good and virtuous Man here 
below. So that we mud always take thefe 
general Exclamations of the Vanity of the 
World, and the Emptinefs of all the Goods 
it affords, with fome grains of allowance, o- 
therwife we ftiall damp our moft reafonable 
Ambition, and ficken with our Expedations 
of an hereafter; it being impoflible wefhould 
deiire to continue eternally in a Courfe of 
Adion, which yielded us no manner of De- 
light or Satisfadion at prefent. 

I s it becaufe this Life is.ihort, and its Plea- 
fures tranfitory and fugitive, that we mud en* 
terrain a Dilguft of it r Or becauie many of 
the Objects of our good Affedtions ' are pe- 
rilhable, and capable of being raviih'd from us, 
or we divorced from them, muft we there- 
fore grow uneafy with our Being, or betake 
ourlelves to a dry joylefs Speculation of e- 
very thing about us ? This were a very weak 
Coadud. He muft be an odd kind of Man, 
who could not relifh an Entertainment, be- 
caufe he knew it was to have an end ; and if 
he gave his Hoft thanks at all, they muft at 
leaft come from him with but an Hi grace. 

Supposing we had neither Hopes nor 
, Promifes of any future Happincfs in rever* 

M 3 fiou. 
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fioD, but were immediately after tfaeDiflb- 
lation of our Bodies to drop into a State of 
Non^exifteoce, I appreheod it would be the 
Opinion of all reaJotuAley I am fore of ali 
generous Creatores, that they ought to ex- 
prefs their higheft Gratitude to their kind and 
indulgent Creator, in whom they live^ mave^ 
sndhave their Being. But if we have con* 
ceived little and low thoughts of that Sta* 
tion in which he has placed us, how is it pofli- 
ble we fhould ever be grateftil to him, for what 
we are taught to efteem either as no Bleffing 
at ally or at lead one we ihould be very wil- 
ling to be rid of? 

There is an infeparabk Connexion be- 
twixt our Duty and our Happinefs in all Ca- * 
its. For tho fometimes it may become a Du* 
ty to facrifice a prefent Intereft or Enjoyment 
for the fake of doing a good, a generous^ a 
beautiful Adion ; yet it is ftill to be fup« 
poled, that there is a greater Happinefs to 
the Mind in making fuch a Sa€rince, than 
there would be in ading any otherwife : and 
this arifes from the ftrong Indinds we have 
to Adions of that fort ; to ad againft which 
Inftinds would be doing greater Violence to 
Nature, than it were to forgo any little pre* 
fcnt Intercft. Whoever therefore argues a* 

§ainft this Life as a low undefirable State of 
eing, takes out of it all Senfe of Duty and 
Obligation, whole firft and trueft Original is 
that great, that divine Pleafure we take in 
doing tholb things which go imder that Name. 
I AU 
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All the other Enjoyments of Life arc either 
only fecondary^ or fiSi'ttious. Of the for* 
mer iort are Eatings T>rinking^ and other 
animal Gratifications \ and of the latter 
Fame^ Wealthy and Tower^ the Pofleflion 
of which is no part of real Happinefs. So 
chat to fingle out thele parts of human Life, 
and then declaim againfl the Whole of it, is 
not a juft nor philolbphical way of Realbn- 
tng. Tis juft as if we ihould difpute the 
Beauty of a Pi(9xire, by only regarding the 
Shades of it, which, taken oy themfelves, 
have neither Beauty of Colour, nor Propor- 
tion. 

The Contempt of the World, when tru- 
ly explained, is no doubt a thing very right 
and laudable ; and to fortify Men in it, the 
Pro(pe<fl of a hajK>y Immortality the nobleft 
and mod powerful Motive that can be. But 
while we are contending for a virtuous and 
manly Principle, let us not, by a looie or 
vague way of (peaking, in^relsMen with No- 
tions which have a natural tendency to de* 
feat the End we propofe, by filling their 
Minds with dark and gloomy Apprehenfions 
of things, and giving them a Diftafte of Life, 
and confequently a diflionourable and vitious 
Negligence about the Concerns of it. 

Whene VE R we ccafe to a(fl, we ceafe to 
live, at lead to live as becomes intelligent 
and (bcial Beings. But what is there Siall 
move us to ad, when we imagine there is 
nothing in Life worthy our Cafe ? We muft 

M 4 \r\ 
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in that cafe become poor lumpifb, melancholy 
Creatures, incapable of performing our Duty 
with that chearful and willing Mind which is 
abfolutely neccflary to render it acceptable to 
the Author of all Goodnefs, and the Fountain 
of all Joy. Let Virtue creep into her Cell, 
or retire to the Defart ; let every boned 
Heart wear a ibrrowful Countenance, and 
the Afped of the Wife and Good become a 
perpetual Map of Mortification : What would 
be the EfTeca of fo blefTed a Change ? Would 
this recommend Virtue to Mankind? Or 
would it be an efledual Method to allure them 
from the pleafing Snares of Vice and Folly ? 
Sure far otherwife. And yet this, and this 
alone can, confiflently with their Principles, 
be the method with thofe who are pofleded 
with an Opinion of there beins nothing in 
this World lovely or defirabie. Where- 
as, on the contrary, wife Men have in all 
Ages made it the peculiar Excellency of 
Virtue to promote our Welfare and Happi* 
nefs here, and improved it as none of the 
leaft Motives for Men to follow Wifdom, 
that even in this prefent Life, Her Ways are 
Ways of ^kafantnefsy and all her Taths 
are Teacc^ 

I am^ Sir, 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

HiBBRNICUS/ 
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N^ 21. Saturday, AuguJI ti^ 1725. 



To HiBERNICaS. 

Conventus trahit in medios, turbamque fo^ 
nantem. ViR* 



HAVE been often very much 
furprized) that in the Courfe of 
your weekly Conefbondence with 
the Publick, you have taken fb 
httle notice of the Occurrences 
of the Town, which afford abundance 
more Matter for ufefui Speculation, than 
many of thofe dry Difcourfes you have with- 
in thefe five Months pad tranfmitted to your 
courteous Readers. I hope, you and they 
continue ftili in good Terms ; Imce they muft 
be an ill-naturM fort of People indeed, who 
can be angry with a Man for putting them to 
pep. 

Wbre a Man of my Temper fettled in 
the Province you have undertaken, the ma- 
nagement of it would be very different from 
w&it yoyr's i?. You piuft know, Sir, that I 

am 
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am a pailionace Admirer of a Croud, and am 
never to eafy, as when I am fqueezing thro' a 
great concoorie of People. I haunc all Pla- 
ces of publick Refbrt, from Lucas's Coffee- 
houfe to the Fijh-Market ; and breathe the 
Air, or hearken to the Eloquence of either 
Place with equal Satisfadion. My Face is 
as well known upon Change, as any Mer- 
chant's in Town, tho the chief thing I am 
remarkable for, \s my having no manner of 
Bufinefs there. If a Fellow be going to be 
hangM, Tm fure to be in the number of his 
Attendants, and think my felf obliged to be 

{ireient at his Execution, as well as his Trial, 
n fhort, I make one upon all publick Occa- 
fions, and am by that means tbrniih'd with 
fuch a number of Obfervations upon all Con- 
ditions and Degrees of Life, as, 1 am confi- 
dent, would fupply your Papers with a great 
Variety of the moft ufeful and entertaining 
Materials. And if you incourage my Cor- 
relbondence, I fliall from time to time col^ 
led my Adventures, and by your means com- 
municate to the World the Progrcfs I make in 
the Terlpatetick Philofophy . 

If the Publick ihall receive benefit from 
my Labours of this fort, they will owe me 
more than ordinary Thanks^ For I can afliire 
you, not a few are the Inconveniences I un- 
dergo, by reafon of this ftme ambulatory 
Humour of mine. Many a broken. Head 
have I got for Quarrels I had no manner of 
hand in. I have loft more Handkerchiefs 

than 
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Chan would ierve to fee up a Milliner. And 
no longer ago tban Tfaurlday, the twelfth of 
this inftant, I had very near been over-let by 
a Journeyman TayUr a riAng the Franchifes 
of this City, who from an over-great Con- 
cern to prefcrve the Pofture of his Employ- 
inent» gave his Horfe a good deal more Ipot 
than the poor Creature found he had occanon 
for, and thereby iet him full drive againft me» 
to the no fmali detriment both of my Peribn 
and Apparel. 

Not deterr'd however by this unfortunate 
Accident, I continued a very eager and dill- 
gent Spedator of this Triennial Proceilion of 
our Worfiiipful Corporations, till the fame 
was brougnt to a Conclufion. And 1 am 
humbly of opinion, that an Appearance of 
this fort has ibmething in it highly worthy 
of the publick regard, and that the Memory 
oi it ought not to periih in the compais of a 
Week or a Fortnight. I therefore prefiime on 
your good Nature, to make your Paper for 
one Day a Repofitory for the Remarks I have 
made on this Occafion. 

I Shall not accompany the Right Ho- 
nourable our Lord Mayor thro* the feveral 
Liberties of the City, nor take any notice of 
the important Solemnity of flinging the T^art ; 
both oecaufe of their being fo univerfally 
known to all the Inhabitants of the City, and 
that Sir James Ware^ in bis Annals rf Ire- 
land^ has, in fome meafure, communicated the 
iame to the whole Nation* having very judi- 

ciou|Iy 
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cioufly defaibed that Ceremooy, and with 
much Care and Erudition marked out all the 
Places where our Magiftracy is entitled either 
to hold Courts^ or eat Cujiard. Nor is it 
my intention to tire your Patience, with an 
Account of any thing ufual and cuftomary on 
iiich Occafions, but only to hint at fome 
new and (ingular Phaenomena which appeared 
upon this. 

You know,Sir» that time out of mind Vul^ 
can has been received as the true and undoubt- 
ed Patron of the Worihipful Corporation of 
Blackjmiths, and as fuch upon all publick 
Ceremonies has conftantly appeared at their 
Head^equipt with a complete Suit of Armour^ 
andamafly Basket-hiked Sword, terrible to 
behold! Now this Figure has been fp very 
tempting to their Fellow-Citizens, that Icve- 
ral other Corporations, who Teem to have no 
manner of Intereft in, or Relation to him, 
have takeo a Fancy to have a Vufcan at their 
Head likewife. • The Bookfellers^ who, one ^ 
would think, were none of the mod martially 
inclined People, had not only their Vulcan^ 
but three or four armed Highlanders attend- 
ing him, as if they intenaed to propagate 
Learning by the Sword, and pufli Men into 
the Depths of Science, as People drive Nails, 
by knocking them on the Head 

The Hojiers too have fallen into the«fame 
Impropriety. What Vulcan has to do with 
Weaving of any fort, I muft confels, I am 
utterly at a lofs to difcover, as well as what 

. there 
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there can be in a Suit of Armour any ways 
typical of a pair of Stockings. The only 
piaufible ReatonI have hitherto heard uigM to 
juftify fo incongruous a Spei^acle, is, that 
their Vulcan perhaps might be intended for 
an Alexander the Great ^ and ferve to put us 
in mind, that a Loonhjiocking, like the Gov- 
dtan Knoty is to be unravelled no otherwife 
than by cutting. But whatever there may be 
in that, it muft be allowed, that the Reve- 
rend 5i^^/, and the Oat/^t^/ Scholar, who 
bore a Part in this Cavalcade, fignified fome** 
thing very extraordinary and important, tho 
perhaps too myfterious to be communicated 
to the profiine Vulgaf ; and therefore I will 
not prelume to give my Conjeifturcs m>on jt, 
unlefs I had the Confent of the Majter and 
Wardens of the Corporation foJ: fo doing. 

I D o not rememocr, that ever Venus 
made her Appearance on any former Occa- - 
(ions of this kind ; fo that her doing it now 
will help to account for this great Superfeta- 
tion of Vulcanr, efpecially if we confider, 
thw Mars is entitled to wear the fame Habit, 
and has been always known for a conftant 
Attendant and Retainer to her Ladyfliip. 

Were I as big with Tully and Seneca as 
you pretend to be, I imagine I could iqueeze 
very fine Morals from fo copious a Subjed:. 
To inftance in only one Particular, the Show 
of the Coachmakers would afford a fair Hint 
of the Vanity of Greatnefs ; iince by placing 
their Kettle-drums in a Machine drawn by 

fix 
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fix Horfes, they broadly infiouatea Coach and 
fix to be a juft aod proper Einblem of Noife 
and Emptinefs. 

But there yet arifes a more general, as 
well as a more afeiiii Reflexion from a Sight 
of this nature. A Croud of People inno- 
cently gay and cbearfol^ is to a Man who 
loves his Fellow-Creatures, a very agreeable 
Entertainment, however ludicrous either the 
OccafionSy or feme Circumftances of their ai- 
iembling may be, when examined 1^ the 
ftrid and rigid Rules of Reafbn. Joy and 
Chearfulnefs have a natural diflfufive E:Sed ; 
and tho it is indeed an Infirnuty in human 
Nature, that fine Clothes and Equipage fhould 
excite a Picture and Triumph of Heart, yet 
it would be dill more unnatural for Men to 
be to morofe as to deipile or ridicule the Sa« 
tisfadiion an honed well-meaning Man may 
(bmetimes find in a Trifle. Our Anceftors, 
and moil other free Nations, thought it Wif> 
dom to raile the Spirits of the People with 
frequent publick Shows and Procefiions. 
They reckoned it infpir*d them with a Notion 
of Freedom, publick Spiritt and Contempt 
of Danger, to give them now and then an 
Opportunity of putting on their beft Looks, 
ind making a handfbm Appearance among 
their Friends and Neighbours. And if I am 
not mifinform'd, ieveral of oiur greateft Au- 
thors have been of opinion, that nothing can 
contribute more to thePrefervation of Liberty 
in a fi:ee State, than training up the People to 

the 
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the Exercife of Arms, and appointiog dated 
days of Mufter for all the Men between fix- 
tten and (ixty» within fuCh and inch Diftrids ; 
^eeable to the antient Pradice of theie Na- 
tions, of which we may dill obferve ibme 
faint Traces in our Coart-Leets» and other 
Aflemblies of that kind. 

The Sound of a Trumpet, and the Beat of 
a Drum, have a wonderful and inexpreflible 
Effc6t on Ibme Men^s Minds ; and when ac- 
companied with the other Circumdances of 
mihtary Pomp, frequently raife a Gallantry 
of Spirit in the mod languid and flegmatick 
Difpodtions. I cannot therefore help think^ 
ing, that giving the indudrtous and laborious 
Part of our People one gaudy Day in three 
Years, is very far from being either unreafb- 
nable or ridiculous. A little Diverfion and 
Relaxation from Bufinefs and the Cares of 
Life, is necefTary to all Men ; and fure none 
have a juder Claim to it, than thofe who have 
both the greated need of it, and are at the 
fame time among the mod valuable and uleful 
Members of the Society , which, without dif^ 
Dute, the Manufadurers are in all trading 
Nations. 

Instead therefore of running down this 
Cudom of my Fellow-Citizens, I could wifh 
it were more frequent, not only for the 
Realbns already given, but becaufe the comi* 
cal Accidents and merry Appearances which 
do, and unavoidably mud happen at fuch 
times, afibrd a Fund of Difcourie, and inno-^ 

cent 
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cent Raillery to the common People for a good 
while after ; not to mention, that the previ- 
ous Managements and little Emulations among 
the feveral incorporated Bodies* which of 
them fhall dUlinguiih themfelves in the bed 
manner; leave very honed Impreffions on 
their Minds, and raife a commendable Zeal 
for the Intereft of their refpedive Communi- 
ties. The Love of our Country, tho one of 
our worthicft as well as moft ad:ive Paffions, 
very often owes its Original, or at leaft is con- 
fiderably ftrengthen'd by Incidents and Cir- 
cumftances, feemingly as little and inconfe- 
quential as thefe. On all thefe accounts, I 
am hopeful neither you, nor your Readers 
will take it amifs, that I have interrupted the 
Courfeof your Reflexions for one Day, by 
handling a Subjed: that will not recur till three 
Years hence. 

lafn^ StTy 

Xour very humble Servant^ 

Dbmophilus. 
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N* 22. Saturday, Auguft 28, 1725. 

• ' • ■ ■ ' _ 

i 

To HiBERNICUS. 

^cr there juffit Amor. 6 v i m 



I N C E it would be i Wrong to 
youi: godd Nature, and thfe 
Zeal you have fhqwn for the 
publick Good, to think that anV 
thing which offered at its Ad- 
vancement, were a troubre to you, I fliall 
make no Apology for this Attempt, the De- 
ftgh of it Dting to put you upon i^eforming 
dn Abufe, which perhaps v\rill be found the 
Source of riiany of thofc Vices, which out 
Age fo juftly complains of, and yet is ib fat 
from being thoiignt a Vice, that //// errori 
virtus nomen fofutffet honejium \ I meah 
the many and needlefs Delays and Ceremo- 
nies which Cuftom has impofed upbn us in 
Love-Affairs. 

Love, Sir, you know has been callM the 

Source and Perfcdion of worldly Happincfs ; 

ind I think the Paffion which we exprefs byi 

that Name, and which has Beauty for iri 

Vol.1. N Objed, 
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Objed, bas a good right to this Encomiani, 
whether we confider it in itlelf, or in its Ef« 
fc£ts ; as it is the mod ^recable of all our 
Pa/Iions ; as it is the Spring whence flow the 
mofl tender Relations and Friendihips of the 
World, and the Link of Society itielf : whence 
it is plain how careful we ihould be to cheriih 
(6 ufeful a Plant ; and as it has been the 
Care of every Age, to pluck up the obfcene 
Weeds which fpring with it and obftrucS: its 
Growth, (b methinks we (hould endeavour to 
manure the Soil, left it fall among Stones and 
perifti. 

How much Love bas been^ is, and ever 
will be the Bufmcfs of Youth, every body 
knows ; but alas, how diflerent in the Succeis 
and Effefts? 

In the firft Ages of the World, and in 
that Part of it which yet retains the primitive 
Simplicity, Love was as little concealed as 
Truth ; it was honcft, nor feared the Light ; 
the happy Pair no Iboner conceiv'd a mutual 
Flame, but they confeffed it, and join'd in 
the common Bufmefs of Life, begetting Chil- 
dren, who excited and aflifted their Induflry, 
and were to their Country a prefent Pledge of 
their Parents Loyalty, and a future Defenfe 
and Ornament. But how much is the Cafe 
altered with us ! Our Youth are forced to fpend 
the beft part of their Lives in fruitlefs Court- 
fhips, to leave the Acquifition of Arts, Im- 

})rovement of their Manners,, and every rea- 
bnable Imployment ; to run into all manner 

of 



Digitized by VjOOQI'^ 



Hi BERN I cu Si LeHefi. i^p 

of Vanity and Extravagaoce, and make ibcm.- 
felres dd|)icable, to be approved by the Fair<^ 
By tiris means our Pottooes ai e impaired, oor 
Taints uncultivated, of entirely immerged 
in a Deluge oi Vice, Folly, aod Inapeitinence } 
and we are often forced to fly fipom the 
Cmelty of the inJkUmg Atfget, to die per« 
nicious Foodnefs of the fawning ^Devii: fo 
that if we at lad fucceed in our Ai&oar, we 
only join a rotten to a withered Carcafi^ and 
the Bofinefsof om Lives is to jar aboncthole 
ill Habits we have both acquired, and breed 
Children (if we have any) foil of hereditarr 
infirmities^ to grow up to the &me Coor/e 
of Folly and Mifery. 

This, tho a general and mighty Evily is 
fubttitted to as pad: Reckefs ; ^cis (fay we) 
the Efta: of a Pride natural to the Fair Sex, 
and natural Dtfe^^ feldom admit a Cure* 
But 1 believe we do in this, as in many other 
things, lay a Fault upon Nature, which \A 
none of hers. 

For iftheir Vanity ofbdngadottred be £> 
prevalent, that it makes them forego every 
Pleafnre, tho ever U> ^ear, that may lefleo 
«ur Devotion to them ; methinks this very 
Vanity ihould make them dread the Cuirie of 
approaching Wrinkles, aod fly for ihelter to 
the Arms of Matrimony. But alas ! Sir^ 
they have another Refoge, and 'tis from this 
I would rout them ; but. Hie Labor : for 
tho every Man of Seniemuft defpife a Crea- 
ture that has tyfannically wafted thoie 

N 2 Charms 
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Charms which might have made herfeif and 
Mankind happy, to be under the wretched 
Neceffity of lupplying the Decays of Nature 
by Art ; tho no Man would figh for a Pi<aure, 
who could enjoy the Original, yet there arc 
a Sort of Creatures cailM BEAUX, who 
value Beauty as they do themfelves, and every 
thing elfe, for no earthly Thing but to look 
at. Thefe indeed are their Admirers ; for who 
f hat could not finell, but would pref|?r an arti« 
iicial to a natural Roie ? and it is with their 
Admiration that the Ladies are pleaied« And 
if Paint, Wafhes and Jewels, can gain them 
their Approbation, they are fatisfyU This 
is the trae Reafon whv Merit and Love are 
fo little regarded, and ill requited by the Fair 
Sex. And 'tis this vain Hope of being al- 
ways young, always admired, that makes fo 
many of the mod tender and compaflionate 
Sex, the greatcft Tyrants : to redify which 
Miftake, and prevent the ill EfTeds of it, it 
may be worth your Care, to put this deceit- 
fol Beauty in its proper Light ; to which pur- 
pofe I fend you the following Lines, which 
oeing written upon a particular Occafion, and 
not for this Purpofe, I can only hope they 
may roufe fbme proper Genius to fo ufefiil a 
Work, as ridiculing an Impoiition which has 
fo bad Confequences. 

Tour "very humble Servant^ 

T.B. 
A U R £• 
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A U R E L I A. 

WHILE winking Taprs fire^n the 
Cheat, 
And T)arknefs favours the Deceit, 
Aurelia in a borrowed Trime, 
Conceals the fad EffeSfs of Time. 

STIFF in Brocade with Brilliants 
bound. 
Secure Jhe takes her nightly Round \^ 
At Cajile, Drawing-Room^ and T lay. 
Each Jighing Coxcomb owns her Sway : 
Andjipe alas as vainly proud. 
The iVift} and Wonder of the Croud, 
Looks from her Height with froud Difdain, 
Vjf^on the Slaves that drag her Chain. 

BVT ah fadChange! behold at Morn 
Aurelia to her Cell return ! 

THEN fee her fenjhe, fad, alone ! 
Behold her weef, and hear her moan ! 
•* Alas ! nor artful white and red, 
^* Rich T^refs, nor Brilliants, nor Brocade^ 
•* Can from a watchful Lover^s Eyes 
«• The Signs of withering Age difguife. 

AT Night a CupidV Torch Jhe bums^ 
A dying Snuff when ^ay returns. 

SO when the Moon with borrowed Lights 
Affumes the Empire of the Night, 
Thro* the pale Gloom in fokmn Show 
S^e glides^ and gilds the World below ; 

I4 J Her 
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Her filver Orb and fiarry Train 
Tip' admiring Gazers Eye detain ; 
But Jickning at th' Approach of ^ay^ 
The gilded (Fonder dies away^ 



N^ 23. Saturday^ September ^^ 1725. 

To the Author of the T^uhliu Journal. 

Tax ferbientibus gravi^r efiy quam (iberis 
Beilftm, Tac. 

SIR, 

HE melancholy Accounts wc 
have lately had from France, of 
the Mi&ry €0 which the Inhabi- 
tants of feveral Provinces in that 
rich and powerful Kingdom hav^ 
been reduced, by the Want of Bread, at the 
fame time th^t they juftly call for our Pity 
and Commiferation of the Calamities of our 
Neighbours and Fellow-Mortals, may afibrd 
feveral very ufeful RefIe<3ions to all who 
have the Happinefs to live in a Land of 
Liberty, and very proper to ini^ire the Hearts 
of the Free-born with the h^heft Senfe of 
Joy and Gratitude. 

I If 
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I P Wc confidet the Kingdom of France 
with regard to its nataral Advantages^ we 
mud own it the nobkft, the finefl:* the moft 
floarifliing Country in Europe^ if not in th6 
whole World. Its Dominions are great and 
entire, comprehending three hundred thou- 
land fqiiate Milts of rich and fruitful Soil, 
iituated in a moft kindly and temperate Cli- 
mate. Wine and Oil^ Corn and Fruits of all 
kinds, are here to be met with in the greateft 
i^lenty and Perfedioo. Two fides of this 
lovely Track of Ground are walhed by ouf 
Vcean^ and the Mediterranean, which, by 
means of feveral large and noble Rivers^ di- 
(penfe the Benefits of Navigation and Conv 
merce to the mod inland Provinces of the 
Kingdom. And to make this Bounty of Na- 
ture (till more coni]3icuous^ and more efFcc^al 
coo, the Inhabitants want neither Vigor nor 
Ingenuity for improving whatever Advan*. 
tages they enloy, fo as to make Life eafy 
and comfortable. 

Bt this Account, one would expedl the 
French Nation fhould be the happieft and 
richeft People in the Univerle. But In hOt it 
is far otherwife. For without inquiring mi- 
nutely into the State of the Burghers and 
Peafantry in the feveral Towns and Provin- 
ces, we have this plain Evidence of the 
Hard/hips the Commonalty there lie under, 
that within thcfe laft thirty Years they 
have been reduced three or four times to 
the lowed degree of Want and Mifery by 
N 4 Famine; 
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Famine ; while (bene of their Neighbours, a 
great deal lefe iadulg'd by Nature^ ha,v« 
^joyed Fuloeis of Bread ip mach Peace ao4 
Security. 

The only Reafbn which c^n be afligneij 
for this great Difference, arifes firon^ the Fram? 
?»nd Conftitution of their Government. Wher? 
People have not Liberty, they have no H^arc 
to provide for Futurity, and lay up Store for 
Days of Joy and Pkaftre to come. Well 
jkno wing their Property to be precarious, and 
that the Fruits of their Induftry may be 
tavifhed from them the next Moment, they 
rake no care for any thing but the prefen^ 
Exigence, and manure no more Ground thaq 
what they apprehend fufficiept to fupply that. 
So that one unfavourable Season infallibly 
brings Penury and Want on all the (niddji^ 
(ort of People in France^ whof? whole Swp^ 
confifts in what they h^ve fowM for that 
Year, which, to be fure, is no more thaa 
what will lerye to make them drag oo 
Life till the next. The Poet's Advice i% the 
Kule of their Condud: ; . they live to-day^ 
not fo much becaufe there is a probability, 
tbto' the comix\on Accidents whicfi ^11 Things 
5ire lubje<9: to, of to^morrBw b^iqg crofe a^d 
unfriendly to them, as that ther^ is a certaiA* 
ty that their Labour will be ia vain, when- 
ever it produces more than they can immer 
diately coniiime themfelves. The making a 
comfortable Provifion for Pofterity is the 
great Spur ta human laduftty : b^^ (hat ca^ 
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b4?e no place under a Qoyernment, where 
rhe Breath of a Tyrant difpofes both of 
Mens Lives and their Properties, and no 
Man can call any thing his own anj longer 
than it is the Will of the Prince to permit it. 
They who have trav^U'd into Itafyi 
gnxd given qs Accounts of that Country, fur* 
niih us with abundant Proofs of the Truth 
of what I am averting. The rtcheft and 
mod fertile Parts of that Region have fallen 
to the Share of arbitrary Princes ; and in 
the midfl: of all the Advantages of Nature^ 
give an Idea of nothing but Horror and 
Defolation, thro' the Difcouragements and 
Oppreffion the poor People labour under* 
Here ai^d there indeed the Palace of a Prince^ 
or rich Cardinal, makes a noble Appearance} 
and the beautiful and luxurious Gardens he* 
longing to them* fliew to what a Height 
thofe Territories might be improved* were 
Induftry duly fupported, and iecured in the 
pofleflTion of its Gaiqs. But look on the 
Country in general^ and it wears no other Face 
but of Poverty and Mifery. On the other 
band, the barren Mountains of Switzerland^ 
which feem only a Load and an Encumbrance 
to the Earth, which are covered with per- 
petual Snows, and fubjec^ to the moft (ud- 
den Viciflltudes of violent Heats and Cold^ 
are yet crouded with Inhabitants^ who by 
the mere Force of Care and Art have made 
the rugged Rocks not only fafe but com- 
ipodious P w?lling5 ; vjicjc P?a.ce 9nd Plenty 

fmile 
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fintle amidft the mffbapeti Fr^dtircs of fh^ 
tore, and the hideoas Preci{>ice blooms With 
the Efie<9s of an honcft Induftry, and the 
Trophies of a glorious and happy Liberty^ 
. I ieN0W» the Patrons and Advocates of 
arbitrary Power, to foften fomething of the 
^hAil Afpe^l it carries to a tnady and 
gcoerons Difpofition, will tell ns that Things 
toe not to bad under abiblute Governments 
as has 4>eeti here repreimted c That tho it^ 
deed the Will of the Prince is the ible Lavr 
of the Society, yet that is never exerci(ed m 
fiich a txaxxner as to render the Property of 
the Sobjed entirely precarious : That no 
Man has his PoiTeflions taken from him, but 
in coniequence of his having violated fome 
precedent Law, iufficiently publifhed to him, 
«nd the Penalty whereof be might there- 
fore have timely avoided : And that for 
the reft, the Judges of the Land being 
fwom to adminifter impartial Juflice betwixt 
Man and Man, the People have all the Seen* 
rity for their Properties and Eftates that they 
poflibly can have under a free and limited 
Government ; feeing in all Societies the 
Power of the Legiflature is the fame, to wit, 
ii^reme and uncontroulable. 

This however is all a Flourifli, to fay 
no worfe of it. For it is the fame thing 
whether a Prince has the Power of refoming^ 
and transferring the Eftates of his People at 
Pleafiire, or of laying them under fuch hea- 
vy Burdens and Taxes as will make them 

entirely 
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eottrdy unproficable, if hoc tuidous to tlieir 
Owners. And cfaac this is the Cafe in moft 
of the abibluce Governments ^hich have 
tva been in the World, he mud be a great 
Straogcf to the Aflairs of Mankind who 
can make any manner of queflioo. In De* 
bates of diis kind there is no argaing againft 
Matter of Fad. In ibme.of oor neighbour* 
jog Nacioas» there are Multitudes who would 
reckon it a lingular Mercy to have their 
fiftaces taken ott their hands at two Years 
Pttfchaiet as in fome others it has been 
known where People have exprefled their 
jkty at beins eafed of their Podeffions, with- 
out any other Confideration than the Free- 
dom they thereby enjoyed from the immo- 
derate Eaudions, and many aking Hearts 
tbey endured by keeping of them. For the 
Truth of which, I might appeal to a late 
m^fe Atnlwr * of our own Nation, whofe 
Memory will be ever dear to ail who love^ 
Liberty, their Ckrantry^ or Mankind. And 
I think I may vectfare to affirm, that even 
at jprefenty in a Time of profound Peace 
and Tranquillity over all Europe^ many of 
our Neighbours pay greater Sums to liipport 
their own Slavery andMiiery, than ever the 
Brttijh Nations have done in the Pefenle of 
their Liberty and Property, during the long 
and expenfive Wars they have maintain'd 
fincc the late HATTT REVOLVTION. 

* S$$ the Account i/ Denmark, written by Robert Lord 
Vlfcettm MolefwQrth. 

' Con- 
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Considerations of this fort ihould 
ferve to keep awake and adive in us the 
true Principles and Love of Liberty ; a 
Blefling which, like thofc of Air and Water^ 
thro^ its Commonnefs, becomes frequently 
negleded and unattended to, tho one Day's 
Lofs or Privation of it would quickly make 
us fenfible of its. Value and Impprtance. 
Cod be praifed, the Calamities of our 
Neighbours are the only Means we have 
at prefent of coming to a r%ht knowle<%e 
of what we muft undergo the Day we fui^ 
fer this ineftim^le Jewel to be torn from 
us ; and that is the Ufe which oujzht to be 
made of them. For ruined Conftitutions» 
like dead Bodies, may not only be ufeful to 
ihew the Caufes of their own Decay, but 
to prevent the like Disorders in the Sui^ 
vivors ; and for that Realbn it is the Intereft 
and Duty of every Free* man now and then 
to rip up the Carcafe of abfolute Govern^ 
ment, let it fmell as ftrong as it will. To 
make frequent Comparifons betwixt our 
Own Happinefe and others Mifery, is the 
only way to make us tenacious of ouf 
juil Rights and Privil^es. This is neceiTary 
at all times, efpeciaUy among a People, 
where there yet remain fome (very few I 
hope) fo unhappily deluded as to look back 
upon Bondage with an Eye of Pleaiure, ot 
at leaft Indifference ; and to wifii one fon 
tb^ir Gpvernor, who claims tq be their 

Tyraqft 
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Tyrant by a divine indefeaAble Right, and 
wnofe Pretences arc founded on Principles 
deftrodive of the Freedom and Happinels of 
all Society whatever. 

It is a great Misfortune to a People, to 
become cold and dead to the Advantages 
of Freedom. The next Step will very pro- 
bably be the patient Refignation of it, and 
the Happinefe of their Pofterity too, into 
the firft bold or artful Hand which fhall be 
ftretch'd out for that purpofe. We know 
Nations in the World who fcem to have 
loft the very Idea of Liberty, and hug 
their Chains with as great eagerneis as others 
would ftruggle to get out of them. The 
Glory of the Monarchy ^ the Grandeur of the 
Trince^ and two or three other vile infig* 
nificant Words,' fupply them with fo many 
Charms, to lull them into a perpetual In- 
dolence and Stupidity. Nor are thcfc Di- 
ftempers peculiar to the ignorant Vulgar, 
and the poor unthinking Populace. Evea 
the fine and free Spirit of Mr. Bayle^ tho 
aflifted with as great a Variety of Learning 
as perhaps ever was crouded into one Head, 
could not firee itfelf from the Prejudices of 
a confined and fervile Education, nor hin- 
der him from calling a learned f Civilian, an 
ignorant Lawyer, and a bad Frenchman^ 
for his Impudence in proving to a Demod-^ 
ftration that his Country and all Europe 

t Hottonian^ Author of the f rancogallia. 

were 
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were ooce in pofleiiion of a free and Icsaf 
Confticution- All which, I hope, will be 
a fufficient Apology for my employiag one 
Paper in reminding my Fellow-Subje^s of 
their own Felicity ; fince whert the Spirit 
of Liberty yet lives, it is very cafy to be 
fet in motion, but can never be levived, 
where it has been once (uppreiTed, without 
a Miracle. 

But befides the DiftreiTes of our Neigh* 
bours» it will be of ule to us to refled; on 
the Diificqlties and Dangers our Anceflors 
have overcome, in tranfinitting to us the 
excellent Conftitution we now enjoy. Many 
have been the Attempts made upon it, which 
our Enemies have not a more efie<^al way 
of renewing, than by poflefling weak and 
unwary People with a Notion, that the ill 
Defigns our Anceftors oppofed were falie 
and imaginary. Great Endeavours have been 
ufed to palliate the arbitrary Proceedings of 
former Times, and ridicule the necejfary 
Means of our Deliverance from them. But 
it is to be hoped, no Artifices of that fort 
will ever have an Influence hereafter upon 
People of common Senfe and Reflediion, 
efpecially after having had fb full a View 
both of our Danger and of our Efcape, as is 
(et before us in a late incomparable Hiftory, 
\pbich for its noble Impartiality and Since* 
rity never was equalled but by y^/yA«stf, 
and Thilip de Comines. A Hiftory, which 

has 
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has received the .bcft Teftimony of its 
Worth from the Mouth of its Enemies^ 
by giviog eaual Oftnfe to the Bigottcd 
and Interefteo of all Parties^ Se<Ss, aod 
DefiomioatioDS a«oiigft as : A HtAoiy » 
jvhich does Honoiir to the Lai^age it is 
^fit in, and will for ever make the Name 
of Burnet facred and venerable to all 
who prefer an Empiie of Realbn and Laws, 
to that of blind Paflion and nnbridled H^ill 
and Tkdfure. 

Tour very humik Servant ^ 

HiBERNicas. 





No 
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N^ 24. Saturday^ SefPemher n, 172 5* 



To HiBERNICUS. 



Non omnes arbujia juvant^ humilefque 
myrka. Vir. 

SIR, 

jHO the BarlefqUiDg Humour, 
which has fo much prevailed 
among us, were eaough to de- 
ter any Man from communicating 
his Labours to the Publick ; there 
is another as prevalent, and fo much more 
dangerous to a tolerable Writer, as the Le- 
vity or Indifcretion of its Abettors, is more 
hurtful to a good Caufe, than the Strength oi 
Policy of its Adverfaries ; I mean the Imita- 
ting. 

How vexatious thofe Imitators (who by 
their bad Draughts render the bed Originals 
ridiculous, and like the Devil labour to de* 
ftroy what they love) have always been to 
good Writers, I need not tell you, who, I 
oelieve, are no (Iranger to theit miftaketl 
Kindnefs. 
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But above all others, the Writers of Pa- 
ftoral Poetry ieem mod obnoxious to this 
Fate; the feemiug Eafinefe of the Subjed, 
and the Agreeabfenefs of its Images to the 
Condition of Love, have rendered it the 
Theme of every Scribler : infbmuch, that 
^atnon never ffghs or weeps, but the Ze- 
phyrs and Fountains fympathize in his Sor* 
row ; and no fooner is he to be blcfs'd with 
the Pofleffion of his Fair-one, but (bme Iha* 
dy Grove is made the Scene of his leud Ima« 
gination ; in vain fhouid T>iana drive to pro* 
ted her Virgin Attendants, and chade Re* 
treats, from the Pollution of his vigorous 
Fancy. 

In oppofition to this Folly , a Friend of 
mine writ the following Poem, (fince t;he 
Perufal of which^ I have as indudrioufly a- 
voided Groves, Meadows, and Fountains, as 
if our Hibernian Retreats were full of Snakes 
and Adders) and which, in hopes it may have 
the fame Efied upon my fimilizing Brethren^ 
I fend yoUj^ to be, by your Favour, publiih'd 
in the Journal. 

I am^ 4$Vr, 

Tour very humble Servant. 



Vol. I. p *Damft, 
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* 

T>amoHy a City Eclogue ; written to a Gen- 
tleman in the Country. 

WHEN now the Stars began to hide their Heads ^ 
And leud Debauchees fought polluted Beds ; 
When nodding fVatchmen left their tirefome Pcfl^ 
And mijy Pomp in peaceful Sleep was lofi ; 
Dampn, a haplefs Tourh whom Beauty f/d^ 
And facred Friend/hip^ s brighter Flame infpird^ 

' In mournful Lays bewaiVd his abfem Fair^ 
And for his Friend confefs^d an equal Care ; 
While from the neighbouring Street ^ in Jhriller Cries ^ 
To his fad Svng a Chimney-fweep replies^ 
T'he Cbim^ey-fxieep in fable Pgtpp arrayed, 
As if like himy he mourn d the abfent Maid, 
IVhfle thus the Toutb —— Noy) $qI rffiores the Hay, 
And gilded Signs refleEi the Orient Siay ; 
But ah ! to me the rifing Sun fupplies 

. No Lighty in abfence of my Cxlifi^s Eyes : 
7%ofe fparkling Eyes that did outfhine by far : 
7he radiant Diamonds pendant- in her Ear, 
Spend all their Fire unfeen and unadmird^ 
/(2 Country IVaftes and lonely Vales retired y 
While all defpai/inp comfortlefs I lie^ 
Can tafle no Pleafurej and can find no jfoy. 

NO more J returning from the gaudy Court, 
Blefs'd with her Sight ^ the Tavern 1 refort ; 
'7o meditate the Lightning of her Eye^ 
Or quench the Flcuue in generous Burgundy. 
For ftnce Jhe*s fledy alas! what Toafi can join 
Life, Warmth, and Luflre^ to the flatten d Wine i 

NO fafhionable S>fefs can cbaryt my Sight, 
Nor Muficky evn DubourgV, niy Ear invite \ 
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mourn Dubourg ! no tm>re tie crouded Houfe 

Shall fill thyPurfe^ and all thy Mufick roufe: 

She's gone ^ Jbe whom alone we flock* d to fee, 

Intent on Love^ and deaf to Harmony : 

She^s gone'^ and now coquetting Phyllis Jhtnes, 

Lihe Phabe when the golden Sun declines. 

het Cynthia now a thoujandCaftives bring. 

And Chloe boaji her Con^uefls at the Ring; 

Since (he, who from contending Beauties won 

Each iMvers Heart, is now for ever gone, 

^esgone^-^-^oh dreadful Sound ! oh Tale full fore ! 

Rather were Cities, Courts, and Plays no mote ! 

Rather the Green, the Parky the Strand were fled. 

And courtly Vifits evermore unpaid. 

For what are Courts or Plays when fbis net there ? ^ 

7%e Green, the Parky the Strand^ increafe our Care, C 

The fad Remembrance of zvhat once they were. S 

O Cxliz, cruel Caelia, thus to leave 
A thoufand ffriqjbtly Beaux to fegh and grieve 5 
To fly from wretched Damon, mofi unkind! 
Nor leave oneflender Proof of Love behind ! 

B UT ah unhappy Damon ! witlefs Swain I 
In vain you kve, unpity'dyou complain : 
Some happier Touth, fome Beau of matchlefs Sitje, 
With aBive Gamhol charmed her wondring Eyes ; 
Withfmart KzmiVtizrWig her Heart he gain d. 
And vaVrous Tales of fancy Porters cnrtdn - 
To him her parting Kiffes did beloj^. 
To him the fofteft Accents of her Torque j , 
To him the ntcely-farling Fan Jbe gave, 
Andhe^ perhaps, (oh happy Fp) has Leave;^ 
In witlefs Lines (Juch Lines become a Beau) 
To write wha^rwhat, and teU her who loves who* 

CU RS^D be his Charms ! and cirfd the fatal Plains 
l^atfrom my longing Eyes my Love detains^ 

pa fiursti 
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Cursed be the Fields^'^—'t Utah where eW fie goes^ 

Let Pomfs arifey and croud the Scene with Beaux ! 

May evry Cart a gilded Chariot feem I 

And Playsy and Balls^ in her pleased Fancy fwim : 

From Cans uncouth letfiapely Tea-Pots rifcy 

Andevry Hound he changd to * ThavyV Six£. 

But ah! return J return^ relenting Fair^ 

Be touched with Pity^ hear a Lover s Prafr ! 

ThenfiaB proud Chloe quit her high DifdaiUy 

And Phyllis ogle from the Box in vain. 

For thee thefigbing Swains fiall Altars raife. 

For thee malicious Poets learn to praife; 

A thoufand pleafing Secrets fi alt thou hear, 

A thoufand IVhifpers croud into thy Ear. 

O hadfi thou known what honid things are f aid 

Of Chloris, and what naughty Tricks were phxfd \ 

Toudfurely come« ■ tut if in vain we fuCy 

If we no more thofe heavenly Charms (haB vieWf j 

Damon mufl bid the empty JVorld adieu. 

7%usfung the Swain.^^-^To Friend/hip next he turned 

His tuneful Voice^ and abfent Thy rfis mourned. 

B UT* now the bufy 'Town from Slumber rofe^ 
And various 'Tasks a various Noifecompofe ; 
Exclaiming Duns attend the great Marts Door^ 
And watchful Bailiffs terrify the Poor : 
Here lab\ing Hachues trudge for doubtful Pay., 
While roaring Bullies fwear their Bread away ; 
Unheeded BeUs in empty Churches rungy •- 

If^ile gaping Multitudes attentive hut^ j 

Upon the BoBad^fingers tuneful Tongue* - 

T^he growing Murmur drown d the Shepherd^ s Song i 
Elfe might his Numbers be as much too lot^^ 
Too tedious J and too troublefome to thee. 
As my dear Thy rfis* Abfence is to m C ' ■ ■ 



The Lady's LapDog. 



N» if. 
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N^ 25. Saturday, Sepember 18, 1725. 

To the A u T H o R of the Tfublin Journal. 

^lus fcire velle quam fit fatis^ intemferan^ 
tta genus eft. ^id, quod ifta liber alium 
artium confedatio, moleftos, verbofi>Sy in^ 
temfefiivosy fibi placentes facity SJ ideo 
non dift:entes neceffaria^ quia ftifervacua 
didicerunt. Sen* 

SIR, 

[U R I O S I T Y being a Principle fo 
clofely interwoven into the Frame 
of human Nature, and fo very ne- 
ceflary to make us fit for the per- 
formance of focial Duties, as well as for 
our own private Entertainment and Diverfion, 
it is no wonder, that this, like all other Paf^ 
iions, is fometimes over eagerly purfaed ; and 
by running out in chafe of, too many Ob- 
jects, defeats the main End for which it was 
implanted. Our bed Affedions need the Re- 
ftraint and Diredlion of Reafon ; and we are 
never more apt to make falfe Steps in Life, 
than when we are a(3:ed by very commenda-^ 
ble Motives, but which are at the iame time 

O 3 fo 
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fo flrong as to hinder as from refleding whi- 
ther we are goiog* and which is the proper 
Point whrrr we ought to termtaate our Views. 
If this were not fo^ there would be no necel^ 
{ity for the Faculty of Reafoning at all; (ince 
if Qood-will, Pity, Humanity, Geoeroiity, 
or any other honelt and virtuous Principk, 
did, or could conftantly and regularly aim at 
one certain Mark, and produce all thofe cx« 
cellent Effc&s, which under the government 
and by the afTiftance of Reafon they do, it 
were fofficient to leave us to their Impulfes 
^lone, without adding to them another Force* 
direding us in what Circumftances, and un- 
der what Limitations we ought to obey 
them. 

The Neceffity of this governing Principle 
appears no wher^ more evident, than in the 
Cafeljuft now mentioned of Curiofity, or the 
Defire of Knowledge, This is a Pa/lion na- 
tural to all Men, tho to fome in an infinitely 
greater degree. And the Reafon for its being 
2o is very obvious, in regard the knowledge 
of Things is abfolutely neceflary for fupply- 
!pg us with the proper Means both of private 
and publick Happinefs ; befides, that it opens 
to the Mind a very large Scene of prefent 
Pleafure, and renders a Man an ea^ and a- 
greeable Companion to himfelf in the inter- 
vals from Bulineis and Converfation. Con« 
fldcr'd therefore in this Light, a reafbnable . 
Creature cannot but look on the Search after 
Knowledge as a very proper and becoming 

Employ* 
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Employmeoc of its Faculties. Yet ftill. as 
all Mens A(3ioD$ ought to terminate in fbme 
honefl and good End ; and as the honefteft 
and beft End we can propofe, is the univerfal 
Welfare of Mankind; 16 in our Search after 
Knowledge, we ougfic to condud ourlelves 
in fiich a oianDer, as that our Labour may not 
be 10 vain, and our Inquiries degenerate into 
mere Self amufements, and an idle Luxury of 
Speculation^ inflead of producing (bmetbing 
of general \3k and Advantage. 

T H E Offenders againft this Rule may be 
properly ranged into two Clafles. The^Fr/? 
confide of thofe who employ themfelves in 
noble and ufeful Inquiries, but at the fame 
time are fb wrapt up in them, that they never 
think of any thing elfe. They are fb devoted 
to therr Studies, that they quite forget the 
End and Defign of them, and let Life, which 
ought chiefly to be run out in Action, evapo- 
rate away in Contemplation, It is their bufi* 
nefe to ftore their Minds with the befl and 
trueft Maxims, without ever pradifing one of 
them ; and like Mifers, to lay in great Riches, 
which they have not heart enough to expend. 
With fuch People, Learning is no more than 
a beautiful Pidlure ; it ferves them for Pleafurc 
and Ornament, but is, to all other Intehts 
and Purpoies, a Piece of uielefs Furniture, 
aiKl which only hinders the Canvafs it is drawn 
on from becoming a much more neceiTary 
Member of HoufholdftufE 
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The ficondy and indeed mod pernicious 
Clafs of learned Criminals, are thofe very 
curious Perfons, who rhink tbey never can 
have enough of Knowlec^e, and fb are for 
making every thing in Nacm-e an Objed; of it^ 
however ufelefsf or infignificanc to any Por* 
pole in Life. Their Concern is only to know 
how, and what Things are, and not know 
how, or what they are good for. And hence, 
jnftead of ftudying how they may beft pro- 
mote their, own, or the publick Happinefs, 
they fpend their whole Lives in the Chale of 
ibme childifh Trifles, or in diicufling certain 
knotty and whimfical Difficulties which arife in 
the more abdrad Parts of Learning ; an eager 
Fondnefs for which, has in all Ages, not on- 
ly had an ill Influence on Mens Tempers and 
Manners, but frequently produced very ter- 
rible Coniequences in Affairs of the greateft 
Importance to Mankind 

1 T is obvious, that the Difference betwixt 
thefe two forts of Perfbns lies in this, that 
the former employ their time to no purpofe, 
the latter to an ill one. In the one Cafe, the 
Error may arife from an.Excefs of a very com- 
mendable Quality, there being a very great 
Charm in Contemplation to People of an ealy 
and peaceable Difpofition ; the other feems 
to be the EfTecfl of a ^querulous and refUefs 
Temper of Mind, which, if not diverted by 
fiich intelle<fhial Amufements, would break 
put in fomerhing elfe more immediately mif^ 
pbievous ip Spciety, The ope f optcnt then^- 
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(elves with being ioofienfive, while they 
might become uleful ; and the other make 
themfelves ufelefs by the Pleaiiire they take . 
in being ofTenfive. In ihort, the one will be 
at no pains to do the Good they know ; and 
the others are indefatigable to render them* 
felves incapable of doing any at all. 

That the latter Part of this Contrail 
truly belongs to fome Members of the Com- 
monwealth of Letters, whoever has but a to- 
lerable acquaintance with what we hear very 
frequently called folid and deep Learning, 
will, *I believe, readily own. We are not la- 
tisfied with knowing the Meafures of our Du- 
ty, the Boundaries of Right and Wrong, the 
Nature and Hiftory of Mankind, and a gene- 
ral Sketch of the great Works of God in the 
Univerfe ; jtho thefe, perhaps, are the only 
things which fall within the Compafs of the 
human Underftanding ; but we muft perplex 
ourfelves, and the World about us, with 
Queltions about certain Beings and their Qua- 
lities, which either never had any Exiftence 
at all, or only in our Ideas, and ibme meta- 
phorical Forms of fpeakii^, which, for wane 
of Ideas, we are fometimes obliged to make 
ulc ofc Under the pretence of clearing the 
way to Truth, and talking more exadly and 
diftindly about it, we have only made it 
more puzzling and intricate than ever. And 
to make this itill the greater Farce, in fome of 
pur Inquiries, the only point pretended to be 
^!Swp, |S, tha; we are not capably of arriving 
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at a clear and cfiftind knowledge of Matters 
lb very fublime and tranfcendent. Thus wc 
are to ftudy, only in order to prove ourfelves 
ignorant. For that, I think, has been the 
fole I0ae of all thqfe numerous Controverfies 
about Freedom and Neceflity, Space and Du- 
ration, and fuch like Subjedls, which of late, 
as well as in former Ages, have been argued 
with fiich fervor of Difpute, and fblemnity 
of Gibberifh. 

I T were well however, if after all this La- 
bour to diJcovcr our oWn Ignorance, it pfodu^ 
ced a f uitable ESc6t^ in making us more modeft, 
and fefs dogmatical. But alas! the Cafe is 
much otherwife ; and we have the Impudence 
to argue to the Death any favourite No- 
tion, at the fame time that we contend for 
Freedom of Thought, and cry out againft o- 
thers for being too pofitive and obftinafe in 
maintenance of their Opinions. 

This is, and muft alwajs be the Cafe, 
when Men do not ftudy in order to make 
themfelves fcrviceable to the World, but 
merely from a Luft of knowing a great deal. 
The Nicenefs and Difficulty of a Subjedt. not 
the Ufefulnels of it, is their only Motive to 
become acauainted with it. And hence, in^ 
(lead of purfuing manly and worthy Inquiries, 
they lofc themfelves in a Maze of empty 
Notions and idle Speculations. Soinetbing 
of this we may fee in all the Parts of Learn- 
ing* How has the Reafon of Mankind bien 
played with,, and impofed upon with the 

Sophi- 
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Sophiftrics of Logici, and the Subtilties of 
the Metaj^byjkks % and hunun Nature affion* 
ted with a Jargon of oncouth Terms, and 
unintelligible Diliindions? And what is more 
ufual than to hear an impertinent Sciolift tri* 
umph over an honefl Man of plain good Senfe^ 
for not defining his Terms according to Art ; 
tho at the fame time he reafons as juflly and 
truly upon them as the Witling himfelf, or the 
Pedant who trained him up in the Science of 
lU^breeding and Wrangling ? 

I N Natural Thilofophy^ and the Mathe^ 
maticks^ we fee the lame Humour of trifling 
carried on to a mod prodigious and unaccoun* 
table Extravagance. We mud fee Nature for- 
footh to its inmoft RecefTes, and reduce e* 
very thing to its firft Elements. We had ra* 
ther fee the uneven Surfiice and coarfe Grain 
of fome fmall ufeleis Particle of Matter thro' 
a Microfcope, than with the Eyes which God 
has given us furvey the Grandure and beautt^ 
fill Arrangement of the ieveral Parts of that 
magnificent Theatre on which he has placed 
us ; tho this latter Profpec^ is both much more 
pleafmg to the Imagination, and affords the 
Underlianding a val^ larger Field for reflect:- 
ing on the Power, Wifclom, and Goodnefs of 
the Almighty Archited. Many a poor coo* 
cempcible Infed perceives Objeds very M- 
tindly, which the famous Leuwenhoek was 
never able to difcover with all his GlafTes. 
The poor Infed is robb'd of its little Life, 
whenever cither our Cwiofity or Wanton* 

nets 

■ • . ,' • Digitized by VjOQ^IC 



204 HIBERNICUS5 Letters. 

ncfe requires ; and the wondrous "Dutchman 
is celebrated as a mighty Pillar of the Com-- 
monwealth of Learning. It is .almoft a pity, 
that Souls of that Make were not lodged in 
the Reptil Forms they are fb converfant with, 
that they might behold the Arcana Ratura 
with greater Exa(fhiefs, and perhaps in due 
time be regiftered by lome future All-in in the 
lading Records of a Coppcr-platp, with their 
Effigies curioufly engraven and blazoned, not 
omitting the precious Bramble they delighted 
to crawl on, together with a learned and phi- 
lofophical Account of the feveral Transfor- 
mations they have undergone, from their firfl 
animating the unfightly Figure of a Maggoty 
till their Acceflion to the Rank and Dignity 
of a Butterfly. 

How our Mathematicians employ their 
Time, themielves know befl. The ufeful 
Difcoveries they have thought fit to coomiu- 
nicate to the World of late Years, have been 
but few. And if feveral of them may be be- 
lieved, their Studies are grown too fine and 
fubtle, to carry with them all that Evidence 
and Certainty they once fo much boafted. 
It is indeed to be feared, that they make no 
great Progrefs at prefent in valuable Know- 
ledge, fmce tho Books on that Science were 
never more numerous than now, yet we fee 
fb very little done by them any way benefi- 
cial to the Publick. And I think, it cannot 
be denied, that feveral of their Labours, which 
|iave made no fhiall Noife among the Virtuoft, 

have 
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have been very mean and indgnificant. Fa* 
thcr Malebranch^ cho none of the mod jocu- 
lar Writers, has given us a very merry In- 
llance of this in an eminent Englijh Author, 
who thought fit to write a profound elaborate 
Treatife on a Subjed any Boy of eight Years 
old, of moderate Parts» might be made Maf^ 
ter of in an Afternoon or two ; arid I fanfy, 
it would be no hard matter for a Perfon of 
any reading in that kind of Books, to furnifti 
out a good many more. 

I A M lorry to obferve it, but yet it is a 
Trath, that this Curiofity both of Thought 
and Expreflion has crep.t too much even into 
our Writings on Morality^ where every thing 
ought to be as plain, and as little perplexed 
as poflible. The Caufes hereof are the fame 
as in the other Parts of Learning, an immo- 
derate Afied:ation of knowing much, and an 
Ambition of diftinguilhihg ourfelves as Men 
of clofe Thinking, and great Penetration. 
With this View we have brought in a great 
many technical Forms of (peaking about the 
commoneft and mod obvious Duties in Life ; 
and put a great number of dilBcult Cafes, 
which never did, and probably never will 
happen, the Solution of which can be of no 
Importance, while they are diflant, but would 
be very eafy to an honed well-difoofed Mind, 
whenever it fliould find itfelf in (uch Circum-. 
(lances. For the generous and kind InftincSs 
which Nature has planted in us, are a much 
furer and better Guide to us than long and 

fine- 
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fioe^fpun Dcdodioos from the Nature and Re^ 
JatioDS of Thii^ ; and with this Advantage 
too, that they lend os their Aid and Dxt^x> 
tkm in the moft critical and onforcfeen Con- 
jundares, wheodelibaate Reafoaaod Couo- 
fel have not time enoi^h to repair to oar A& 
fiftance. 

T o what has been urged^ I know it wiJl 
be objcded, that it is impo^Hbie to come at 
the right knowledge of our Duty, without 
a' very ftridl and nice Examinatioo both into 
the Nature of things in general, and of Man* 
kind in particular ; and that we fee much 
more of the Beauty and Harmony of the 
Univerfe by making a very careful and narrow 
Search into all the Objeds of Knowledge. 
This is in part only true. For certain it is^ 
that the great and Fundamental I^aws of 
Nature are obvious to all Men who have 
theleaft degree of Refledion ; and if it were 
not fb, they would not be equally binding in 
all Times and Places. And for the Beauty 
and Harmony "of the Univerfe, I am conf>» 
dent, we fee more of it when we look on it 
in the general Landskip, than when we take 
the nice and diftindfurtcy of its Pares, which 
we have not length of days enough to go en* 
tifely thro' with. It is with our Underftand* 
ings, as in Opcicks ; very clear and i^as£k 
Views of fmgle Objeas deprive us m the 
Pleafore of contemplating the Whole, and the 
beautiftil Propertioa and Difpoftioii of its 
(everal Parts* A clofe Judgment, like pir« 

blind 
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blind Eyes, gives its Owner great Iniight in^ 
to niioote Things, but will only ierve to coja- 
£3und bim, wben he comes into a wide 
Field of Adion, which requires lame and 
comprehrnfive Views. And a Pbiloiopher, 
who considers the World in too near a Ligbr^ 
lares Wkt a Lover who fhould look at his 
Miftrefs*s Skin thro^ a Microicope ; be loles 
all tboie Charms which prefent tbemfelves to 
his naked Eye, and inUead of them fees of 
whar grofs Materials and Filaments it is com* 
pofed, the fi^ht of which can create nothing 
bot Satiety and Diigufl:. 

SENECA, m the Motto of my Paper, 
tells us, that this Greedinefs of curious and 
Fain Learning tnakes Men troublefome, noijy^ 
impertinent andfetfijh. And I bilievc, there 
are few Men in the Wotld who have not had 
frequent Occafions of making the fanse Ob- 
fervation. To what are moft of the Difputes 
which have happenM in the World qw^ 
ing, but that People are fond of appearing to 
know more than they really do, which they 
would not be if they were not firft defirouscif 
knowing more than they need? Fornonewoukf 
be proud of difplayingluper^uous KAOwkdge» 
unlels they confider'd it as a thing worthy the 
acquiring* And what are the fatal Confe- 
quenops of fiich a Temper, the whole Hifto* 
ry pf Mankind abijnd^otly Ib^ws. To this 
Source have been owing ail the Brawls of Phi* 
bibphers, which have kindled (b much Ill- 
will and Contention among Mankind. It is 

this 
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this which has corrupted both our Reh'gion 
and Morals. Infpired with (his bleflcd Dif^ 
pofitioD^ we have feen grave Synods and 
Councils meet together, for no other end than 
to curie one another to the Pit of Heil, for 
not underftanding certain hard Words^ and 
unmeaning Propofitions, which both Sides 
have owned to be utterly inexplicable. It is 
this, in a word, which makes Men Bigots and 
Enthudafts, and lays a Foundation for Perfe* 
cutions and Wars on the account of Religion, 
which are always carried on with a greater 
degree of Havock, Rage and Barbarity, than 
any other Differences among Mortals. 

All thefe bad Eficds will be prevented, 
if Men make the Good of Mankind the end of 
their Studies. The more they know, the 
more they will be convinced that the Virtues 
of the Heart arc preferable to thole of the 
Head ; and confequently, indead of dream- 
ing away their Lives in the acquifition of un* 
uecefTary Accompliih^ents, they will endea- 
vour to employ them in that virtuous and 
honeft Courfe of Adion, to aflift us in the 
performance of wbich is all that makes any 
kind of Knowie^e excellent or valuable. 

I am^ Sir^ 

Tour very hmnble Servant^ 

HiBERNICUS. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



M I B E R N 1 c u s 5 Letters. 2op 




N^ 16. Saturday^ September 25, 1725. 

To HlBERNICUS. 

liihil Tedium, .niji quod ipforum moribus 
conveniat, futabunU Corn* Nepo^. 

SIR, 

JAM a Scholar, th6l/ayitj that 
Jhould not fay .it : I am tlie Per* 
Ton who draw up all the Periti* 
ons X)n our fide of the Town ; 
and whenever any Sailor's Wife 
gets a Letter from her Husband abroad,v ihe 
applies to me for to get jt read. 

Now, you know Sir^ that all of us that 
have Learning, are curious of reading one 
another's Works ; and accordingly, whenever 
my daily Bufmefs is over, the firft . thii^ I 
do, after pulling off my Apron, and wafliing 
my Hands and Face, is to go to a Book* 
feller's ne^r me, who I believe is a very ho- 
ned Fellow ; for he deals chiefly in good in- 
telligible Englifh Books, and troubles himfelf 
with very few of thofe puzzling Greek and 
Latin Things^ which fome conceited Folks 
pretend to be fb fond of, 
Vol.1. P Last 
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Last night, particularly, the firft Book I 
happened to caft my Eyes on, was one callM 

^itttarch's Lives; By the by, whoever 

writes that Account of ^Plutarch's Lives^ I 
believe, is an huge Lyar ; for I never heard 
of any thing having more Lives than one, 
except a Cat. But no matter for that ; it is 
in print, and there are a great many good 
Stories enough in it. 

Not one of them tho, I can tell you, 

§leas'd me fo well, as an Account of the 
>ick play'd upon a queer Gentleman^ cali'd 
jiriftiaes^ who forfooth would fain have run 
away with almoft all the Honefty in the 
Country ; and (b, for a while, firoplc People 
ftird him Ariftides the Jujt. But I thank 
you, this did not laft long ; his Countrymen 
were as fond as we are of Liberty and 
^Property J and did not like thofe that were 
for engrofllpg, ortnonopolixing, as we Scho- 
lars call it : And it came, at lad, to a fort of 
Polling, whether this feme Mr. Arijlides 
fiiouid be, as one may {zy^ drummed out of 
the Country^ or m^ for taking fo much upon 
him. 

But while this Polling was going on« 

tip comes me a good jolly Lad Faith, 

4$*/^, I fanfy he was very like me, only bt 

cou'd not write, and naeeting with Squh^ 

Ariftsdes, whom he did not know by Sifihc, 
defired him to put down upon his Oyfter- 
flieli, or Scollop-ftell, I fwear I can't tell 

Which, .ARISTI'DES GVILTT. 

\ — *! ^hy 
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, •• Wl^y ft>. fvA Jr^fiides^'' (who all the 

while was fretting like gumiped Taffeta^ 
•* what has Arifitdes done to yqu? : . . :^ 
?* Ppoe ! iajd tl|e other ; ^hy, he fpts up 
•• for being \>ti\^i ^nd rnqre Virtuous tl^aq 
*• pthcr Fol^Sj ^pd icf me tpll yoii, that'? 
•* high Treaioi^ aQ)f>^g ? free People. 

My poor Gentleman was uill plaguy 
fpnd of his Hoqefty, and fo >yrpte Jiis qwn 
Mittimus, as I he^f them call \x at my Neigh* 
t)Qur the Juftice's Qifice : And, to niakc vorf 
StPry &Qr|:, be w?ts fent ofj^ Bag and 3agga^d 

Npw, <y/r, I HP (botier read this,, puf: it 



pnt ipe it) ii^ipfl of a certain Perlon, lately 

icqt jimpiJg us 1 c^n't care to name 

Names, tilll think it fafe; but I believe yqfi 



will ^uf^i$ at himi by the firft and tl)e fix 
|a(l LptterS.; tlje foft i? a big C,^n4 the ft^ 
laft are, a little r, a little t^ a little ^, anothcf: 
Jittie r, another Ifttle e^ gnd another little ^; 
i^ii4 that's the way you know, mofl: of the 
ipgepious Authors of Satires and Lampoons 
let Folks know who they mean. A Word 
Xo the Wife ; I dare fay you fmoke me al- 
ready. 

I s AY then this C-^rteret is a ftrange (brt 
of a Man, I t|iijik a thouland times worle 
*han Ariftides biipfclf : for he has not only 
' (to the prejudice of other his Majefty'? good 
Snbjeds of Irekmd) got the Appellation of 
Carteret the handfome, C—r^^r^? the polite, 
C — rteret the aflTable, Carteret the hncere, 
C'—rteret the learned, Carteret the wife, 

P a C^rtereA 
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C—rteret the juft, but (what is mod abfurd 
in Men of his Falhioti) C—rteret the reli- 
gious and exemplary 

I COULD iay many and many more fad 
things of him ; but for fear of tiring you 
tvith tbo long a Letter at our firft Cbrre- 
Ipondence, I will mention but one more, 
which frets my very Gizzard. 

You muft know, I am v6ry fond of 
Plays, and am look'd upon as fo good a 
Judge, in the Twelve-penny Gallery, that I 
am always allowed the Privil^e of dapping 
firft at a wa^ilh Jeft ; and my Brethren of 
the HIGHER RANK watch me-with 
great Deference and Attention to receive the 
Word of Command. 

But, fince C—rteret is here, thofe Icrvile 
Rogues the Adors have laid afide all that 
We call the merry Plays, or at beft, have 
taken 6iit whatever they think may offend 
his Gravity forfboth, and that of another 
Perfbn, juft of his own Kidney, who fits by 
him ; fo that we have now little more than 
dry moral Lefibns, inftead of our good old 
Jokes ; and I have no longer an Opportunity 
of Ihewing my Quicknefe of Apprchenfion 
among the Fraternity of the worfted Lace. 

All thefe things confidered, if thofe old 
wife People thought their Ariftides deferv'd 
Baniihment, only for getting to himfelf the 
Sirname of the JVST^ I leave you to guefe 
what ought to be done to gurs* 
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I BEG you will confiiic all your learned 
Acquaintances on this Affair ; and if yo^ 
and they think we may obtain Redrels from 
theft Grievances by way of Pctitioa to his 
Mycfty, you may readily employ my Head 
ana Pen, which, as I told you, are well us'd 
to fuch Performances* 

1 am^ Sir, yqurs, &c. 

N.N. 



<:y.m^. 



N^ 27f Saturday, OBober 2, 1725. 

To the Author of the Tiublin Journal. 
Hoc regnum Jibi qui/que dat. Sen. Trag. 

SIR, 

IN feveraj former Papers I have 
at fome length confidered the Na* 
ture of human Happinefs, and 
traced two great Branches of it, 
to wit, Tleajfiire and Joy^ to their 
Sources* The lad Branch I mentioned, which 
was Tranquillity, yet remains to be difcours'd 
on ; and this I intend to make the SubjeiS; 
^i the prefent Paper. 

? I The 
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THfe anticnt Phi^i6fcyt)hers were Tb miich 
'Avidcd in their Notions cotDC?rnmg*tIife SUm* 
mUfhBoitum, br foVereigJn tjocjd, (A^^&r if I 
rfghriy ttiHenibcr, I'cckonmg tjp no fefe than 
tvro hiindrcd and eighty eight *differart Opi- 
nions Aout it) tbit 'at laft the Stpicks^ to 
cut^lhort a Controverfy whicli had ipun bttl 
into io great a Length, and conflfted for the 
moft part in the Artifice of Words, Parted 
^ new Thought, and would needs have our 
Jtiappinels to arife wholly from our lelve% 
and to confift in the Refle<llion of ow o wn 
Integrity, without the lead dq>iitrd^ncfe '^ 
external Objc(3:s at all. And in profecutioq 
of this Point they trave fatd a great -many 
lofty things about the DignFty of our Na- 
*ture, and the Tnfufficlency of W 'oi ld ly Eujov- 
tnents to render us truly happy^ whicov 
taken by thcmf elves, are really excellent, and 
xrari never enoiigh be admir'd, but artf in 
the highefl degree inconclufive and abfiird in 
rcrpe<a of what they are made ofe oi to 
j)rove. Tbe Matter was pufhed a great deal 
too far. The Wiffloin of the \^\k, Stid the 
Virtue of the yirtuous, were made the only 
thing neceflary to procure theha ah tmdi- 
{furbed Tranquillity; and that wis all any 
Man could reafonably dcfire. To be happy 
was only to be perfedly inattentive to all 
thills without ; and then neithet Plcafiire 
nor Pain qould have any effed on Minds fo 
fortified and entrenched within themietves. 

WHAt 
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What I have (aid io my former Papen 
on this Subjed:, is ia dired cood:adi(3;ioa to 
this whole Scheme. Therein I haye eodet^ 
vour'd to fliew, that oar Happioefi ptmd^ 
pally coDiifts in the contemplation of NaOh 
ral^Beacity, and the exerctfe of Social Aficc^ 
tJoo ; both which ibppofe the neceOity of 
external Objeds. And indeed without framing 
or imagining another Syftem of Things than 
the great Author of Namre has thought fit 
to eitaiblifli, I could not avoid thinking ani 
fpeaking as I have done ; fince otberwife I 
mufl: have ipoke a Lan^age not inceUigihlc 
tn the (Jniverfe, as at punefent modelled. 

T o talk of the Independence of the Mind 
on Things without, and drawing our Felicity 
merely from our felves, fepns to me not only 
the emA of great JPvefumption, but to argue 
an inexcufable Ignorance both of Naouce in 
general, and of Mankind in particular. There 
neither is, nor can be any ielfdufficieotfifiiiig 
in the Univerfe, but Him who is pofiTcilcd of 
all Perfedions. And fince independenoe on 
Things external for our Mappinefs is but aoo* 
ther word for Self-fuffidency, to alcnbe it 
to the human Mind, is to fet Man on a 
level, with his Creator, and give that .Piatfe 
to vain Phildfophyi which is only due to 
Omnipotence. 

Tfi I s is fo obvious a Coofequence of chat 
DoArine, that to ihun the Abfurdtty of it. 
ibme of the Aflertors of that Philofbphy 
have been oblig'd to explain themfehes by 

P 4 'a 
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a certain Apathy ,or Infcnfibility both of Plea-* 
fore and Pain, Which even in its prefent imper- 
fe<a (late, (ay they, the Mind is capable of 
acquiring, and wherein, according to them, 
the whole Notion of Happinefs confifts. But 
this is very far from helping to mend the 
matter. The Infirmities of Flefh and Blood 
will be always too ftrong for the (Ironged 
Arguments ^ainfl: Pain. And tho the whole 
World fhould agree to pronounce Pain no 
Evil, yet whoever feels it cannot help wiflir 
ing he were free from it ; and in doing fb, 
as cfTedhially declares it to be one, as by the 
moft exphcit Rerradation of his Principles* 
Befides, what will all the Happinefs of this 
Apathy amounj to ? The belt we can make 
of it is a mere negative Quality, the Mor 
ment of which, if we had it, w.ouM be but 
equal to that of AnnihilatiQn, or the entire 
abllrac^ion of Life and Senfe. For fince Life 
is but perpetual Motion, and that the Refiift 
of continual Defire ; a lafling Tranquillity, 
without any intervention of outward Ob-r 
)tQis^ feems likelieft to be found in the ex- 
tiniflion of all Defire, and the confequent 
cefTatioQ of all Motion. A Tranquillity 
which Stocks and Stones enjoy in th^ utmofl 
Perfcdion! 

But however abfurd it maybe to makp 
this the fble Foundation of human Happinefs, 
exdufive of all external Enjoyments, and to 
fettle Things on fb loofe and unfd)flantial a 
Bottom ; yet are we by i^o m^aos to reject 
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the Refledioo of a yirmous Mind on its own 
^<%ions from being one gre^t Spring of true 
and lading ,Satisfadion. The fanie Reafon 
which makes moral Beauty lovely and defira- 
blc, when we either confider it as an intel* 
le(^al Form arifing from the harmonious 
Strud:ure of the Rational Univerfe, or per* 
ceive it copied out in the Adions and Beha- 
viour of our Fellow-Creatures, muft create 
in us a proportionable degree of Delight, to 
behold in our own Bofbms the Reiemblance 
of the fair Original. A defire of being hke 
what wq love, is ipfeparable from that delicate 
Pailion ; and the confcioufneis that we are 
fo, is one of the greateft Pleafures it aflfords. 
Every body endeavours to im^f ate that part 
of his Friend's CharacSter which appears moft 
amiable to him, as being the beft Proof of 
a true Union of Affeiftions, and the fureft 
Pledge of its continuance. And tho it is 
very true, that the pleafure of this Reflecftion 
is nothiqg fb intenfe as the direct A&, of 
Loving ; yet fin^e every one that loves any 
agreeable Quality in his Neighbour, is con-p 
fcious of a Happineis in doing fo, the greater 
his Senie of that Happinefs is, the greater 
mud be his Pleafure in conHdering himfelf 
capable of communicating the fame, or equal 
IHappinefs to others, by in/piring them with 
the fame Paflion. 

Nor are we to reckon the Pleafure arifing 
from this Refledion in a ftricSl ienle unfocial, 
9r mtcr^fted, bec^ufe a kind of Self enjoy. 

ment, 
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mtnt. Uoibciat it is nct» in regard that 
withofiR Benevolence there coold be no Inch 
thing; and interefted we cannot call it^ 
fincc it owes its Original to a ftrong Defirc 
of pieafing others ; the gratifying whereof^ 
which is always an Enjoyment, ot^ht not, 
in ftriA propriety, to be termed telfifli or 
interefted, any more than the Defire itfcHI 
When a Man invites his Friends to a Feaft, 
floes it lefTen the merit of his Hoipitaliry, 
or make the Welcome the lefe hearty, that 
be regales htmfelf as well as them ? On the 
contrary, Ihonld we not reckon him a very 
ftrai^e Entertainer, who fliould preis his 
Friends to make good Chear, and yet abftain 
from it himfelf ? And wodd not his Goefts 
be ready to cry ont in the nfoal Phrale, t^ 
jhew them a good Example ? So when a 
Man is doing his Friend, his Country, or 
Mankind all the good Offices that lie in his 
power, when he is laying out htmfelf and 
all his Faculties in Ads of Generofity, Bene- 
ficence and Charity, it is not only reafbnable 
that he ihould receive Pleafure from refled- 
rag on it, but impofiible it fliould happen 
otherwife, without diminifliing the Virtue or 
Botinty of fuch good Adions. For if the 
good Affedions themfelves be virtuous and 
difintercfted, all the Pleafure refulting from 
them, of which this is none of the leaft, 
muft be fo too. If our Love of Piety, Juftice 
and Temperance be fincere, we need not be 
apprehcnfive, that indulging ourfehrcs in the 

Fe(^fi 
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f^eafi of a good ConfiiMct, whidi ttie E!x6t^ 
cffe 6f them atfbrds us, flowis ftom iai Dit 
potitton felffii), niean and contr acft^. 

TH»is wt fee, that the Satisfeiaibii arifing 
Frdm intvird Worth, and Self-Approbirtitrti, 
is cldely <:6ntaeifted with fecial Lovfe, afn-d 
will be greater t)r \^s^ as \ve tt(0T6 or left ad 
vtpbu that Prifacipfe. ft miay Wiercfbfre fee 
inquired, how a Man in Solitude, or in loch 
low Circumftanccs of Life ias rendct hirb itt* 
tiapable of dxttting his Virtue, can ftpport 
feimfclf on the foiellt^fletaioil'ofati Integrity 
tinfeeh, ami uoacaivc. To this & Ihort An- 
fWer ivin be abundantly fufficiWit : A wift 
and ^ood Man can never be in abfoldte So- 
litude. ?6r none of that Charadcr iS With- 
out the conftant Imprcffions of a flipeiriot, 
tho invifiblfe Power, who (as and dtoftrves 
the Adiohs of all hfe Creirures, and even 
then* inofl: fecret Thocghts ; and beingjnfi- 
nitely good, cannot but receive great Hiea- 
ftire from beholding any of his Creatures ei- 
ther acfting or thinking according to the 
Dilates of dterhal Wildom. This is tho 
Comfort of the Virtuous in thfe moft folitdry 
and difajdrous Condition of Life, atid abfb- 
lutcly necefTary towards coimpfeiting dnettap- 
pine& of it in any given Cirarmftances. Ex- 
ternal Ptofperity will yield very little relief 
^o a Heart torn and ^\&td with a Senfe of 
its bWn Corruption and Wickcdnefs : where- 
as Adverfity, and even Pain it ftlf, may be 
ipugh alleviated, wh?0 Confcicpw prefents 

to 
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to the Miod its own Pidure pure and un^ 
fi)otted. A wicked Man reduced to Hard- 
mips and Misfortunes is truly in a miferabl^ 
Cafe: He has lofl: all the Enjoyments his 
Heart was formerly fet upon ; and having 
no reliih for thofe of another Kiod, is left 
altogether dead to any Senfe of Pleafiire, and 
muu of courfe languilh and (ink under the 
Weight of a joylefs and wearifbm Being. 
Apd on the contrary, a good Man, without 
depriving him of his Being, or expofipg him 
to the moft extreme D^ree of Pain and 
Torture« can never be placed in a Situation of 
Life that will npt af!brd him Pleafures of the 
fame kind with thole he has been always 
in purfiiit of. When we can go no ferther^ 
it is a comfortable cheering Reflection, that 
we have lived an honefl and inoffenfive Life, 
that we have fighed in fecrct for the Miferies 
of Mankind, and if it were ppffible for us 
to put an End to them, would fteely have 
contributed all our P^ius and Induury for 
that purpofe. And how greatly this mull: 
tend to dill our Cares, and compole any un* 
eafy Thoughts which may arife in us on ac* 
count of private Lofles and Difappointments, 
efpecially when we confider, that the inward 
Difpofition to Goodnels, under an Incapacity 
of performing what it ieeks, is equally known 
and acceptable to God, as the moft open 
Ads of it can be, I think I need not gq 
fiboi^t to prove. 
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From all chat has been faid^ we may 
cbierve, that the Happinefs of the Mind 
does, even in this Life, depend principally 
on oar making wife and proper Eledions of 
Pleaibre, and difcovering where true and 
real Pleaiures ate to be found, or in other 
words, fuch Pleafures as are freeft from all 
Interruptions and Defeds. Now I think it 
is evident, that wh^t we cofbmonly call the 
Goods of Life, which fome Men hunt after 
with fo much Care and Solicitude, are not 
capable of procuring us true Pleafur^, but 
are only of fecondary Conflderation, and to 
be rated in proportion "as they are fubfervient 
to fome other End ; and confequently have 
no intrinfick Worth in them to engrols our 
Affedions, and purchafe the whole Labour 
of our Lives. Gratifying the fenfiial Appe^ 
tites is produdive of none but Ihort and un- 
ruly Gufts of Pleafure, which therefore cannot 
be true, efpeciaily fmce they are always, and 
in an inftant, terminated in Satiety and Dif' 
•guft. And fiirely, an unibciable and malicious 
Difpodtion feems {6 far from being capable of 
true Pleafure, that it is fcarce conceivable 
how it can receive any at all, confidering 
how vehemently it mud be heated and agi- 
tated in the Defire of its Objcd:, and how 
iliddenly be (eized With Horror and Shivering 
after Enjoyment. So that, however the 
common Courfe of human Affairs, and atten- 
tion to the Hurry and Bufinefs of Life, may 
for a time divert and fufpcnd the inward An- 

guifh 
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guiflj of the wicked and p^rverfe, yet in 
fffe^ Vice 9nd Folly are hut ^pnyertible 
Terms with Evil sui4 Mifery. And as Con- 
%xmcs heft illyftrate each other, by the fame 
way of Re^foqing, Wii(|om an^Virtqe prov? 
theinielTes to be oyr chi^feft Good and Hap- 
piuels. For fince the love of Knowledge arid 
Beaqty, BeQevoIence to Maqkiqd, and thf 
Kefleaion of the Mind on its own Innpc^pce 
and Int^rity, are wh^t afibrd qs the c^lmdi 
Delight, and an fimploynieht we caq never 
grow weary of; the conftjint E^fcrcife of them 
mud be the iQoft natural A<^iOQ of the SquU 
and of cQofequence themoft natural and foreft 
Way to be happy. 

/ 4a, Sir, yours, (&c. 



i'-^.y 



N** a8. Saturday, OEiober 9, 1725. 

F i ll I I ^^^^— , ■ ■ 

To the Author of ^t 'Dublin Journal, 
Nulli contigit immune nafi'u $ B n. 

SIR, 

jFTER all that has been faid in 
my laft, and feveral precedii^ 
Papers on the Subjed of Happi- 
neu, I woa'd not be imderflnod 
by any of my Readers as if I 
tmagined a perfeA State of Felicity wete to 
2 be 
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be met with in this Worlds or that coDfbmc 
Plcaibre, ever-fpringing Joy, or unincermpt- 
ed Traoquiliity comd be the Produdl of fo 
various and changeable a Climate. There is 
a wide difierence betwixt a Thing, or ao 
Ai^on, being the moft natural and efledual 
Method to make as happy, and its having 
an a<^al Power of (o doing. The former I 
have ihewn to be certainly true of (bme 
Things and Adfons ; the latter depends upon 
the Will of Heaven, and admits of no othec 
kind of proof than what arifes from FacS:, 
which, in the prelent difpofition of Things, 
lies wholly againft the Cafe now in queftion. 
Whoever confiders his own Infirmities, 
the Vices and Folly of far the greater part 
of Mankind, the maoy aois Accidents wnich 
may, and every day do happen in all human 
Aii^irs, and the great number of Abufes m 
the World, which, by being long eftablilbed 
as Ct^oms, claim a Ibrt of Preteriptioa ^r 
their continuance, will ibon be con7inced» 
that the moft coofiimmate Virtue and Pro* 
dence are not (iifficient to procure us peipe- 
tual Happinefs. All our rational Enjoyments 
are iubje<^ to frequent Interruptions ; and 
whatever meets with an interruption in the 
Enjoyment of it, muft be attended with (bme 
degree of Uneafinefs. The Cares of Life, 
and the NecefTity moft Men are under of 
devoting a great part of their Time to the 
poHuit of the fecondary Bleffings of it, rob 
m <tf onch of thut Plealiice which tfifes from 

the 
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the contemplation of Nature, and the dlf^ 
covery of Truth, No finall part of our 
Time is taken up in mere animal Occupa- 
tions, and obeying the Calls of Nature for re- 
pairing the VJ^cSy and relieving the Fatigues 
our frail Bodies are daily fuf!ering. And tho 
indeed Nature has wilely annexed certain 
Pleafores to our Enjoyments of this kind, 
yet in the main they are an obClrudion to 
the Satisfadion of the Mind. For. fuch as 
have no great rcHfh for Luxury, cannot but 
be fenfible how much they are hereby hindred 
from that which is more properly their Bufi- 
nefs : And they who have a very quick fen-^ 
fation of thofe DelightS| give the Animal the 
upper-hand of the Man ; and either way 
rational Enjoyment is interrupted, or lefTea- 
cd. To which if we add how much Satiety, 
Pain and Sicknefe, which we all of us are 
fubjedl to, and moft of us frequently feel, 
indiipoie us for intelledual Plealure, we muft 
own, that this part of our Happinefs is very 
far from being either unmixt or unbroken. 

Benevolence too is not without its 
Pains and Anxieties. Where that Affedlioa 
is partial only, the Difappointments and Sor- 
rows attending it are innumerable. The dif^ 
ferent Inclinations, Circumftances and Em- 
ployments of Men, very often feparate the 
deareft Friends, 9nd throw them at a great 
diftance from each other, at a time perfa^s 
when their Commerce had grown into the 
neareft and moft perfedl Union, and their 
3 Hearts 
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Hearts were mutually glowing with the 
higheft tranlports of Affcdion. If we hap* 
pen to live but a few Years beyond Manhood* 
Death fweeps away, one after another, our 
near Relations, and the ^reeable Companions 
of our Youth ; and leaves us in the decay of 
Nature, amidil a new Circle of Acquaintance, 
who for the moft part deipife the Slownefe 
and Inadivity of Old-Age, and ihun the 
Company of thofe who are arrived to it, 
as Perfons of too froward and morofe a Dif> 
pofition for the Converfation of the young 
and chearful. And this cannot but be a very 
uncomfortable (late, both as it deprives us of 
the Pleafure of Society, and wrefts from us 
all Opportunities of being ferviceable to it* 
But above all, the Eftrangement of incon* 
(lant, and the Ingratitude of faUe Friends, (b 
frequently to be met with in the Commerce 
of Life, render the Joys of Friendihip very 
fleeting and precarious. 

Nor are thofe exalted and generous Spi* 
rits, who burn with the Love of Mankind, 
and extend their Aflec^ion to the whole ra- 
tional Syflem, exempted from a thoufand 
Afflidions and Inquietudes arifing from that 
very Virtue, which naturally fhould produce 
quite different Ef{e<lis.. For not to mention 
how it muft wound the Heart of a good- 
natur'd Man who loves his Species, to behold 
far the greater Part of it either plung'd in 
Luxury and Senfiialitv, or hurried away in the 
low purfiiits of fordid Int^ieft, without the 
^ VoLL Q. Icaft 
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lead regard to tke general Good; is there « 
view we can take of humao Life, uqckf k$ 
prefeuc Cocidicioa, where we do aot meet 
with the molt: o^eofiFe Spedacks of Ha^ 
BiiaQity ; if to relieve the diftrefs'd, and di^ 
i^erfe the Sorrow$ of our FeUow*<::r«ature$ 
be, as it truly is, the moil chdsjamg m4 
exquifite Delight of the Swl^ muft aoc th^ 
Wretchedoei^ attended with a Seote of ioih 
bilicy to remedy it, afle<3: it with aa eqoal 
degree of Pain aod Aogiiifli ? Aed wlra i$ 
there capable of coBtriboting more than hl« 
bare good Wilhes towards cixing mo& of the 
Evils he fees Maokioid every day groaoiag 
uader ? We cafiqot (lir abroad, without beii^ 
iwrounded with the Ruins of particular Pcf^ 
ibas and Families reduced to the lowed pitd^ 
of Mii^y and CQQKeiBipt, either ihro' their 
own iU Httsbaadry, the wicked Ah$ of 
cu9Biag and franduknt Meti) who havQ qt« 
terly extioguiihed every ihiog kind aad ceo- 
der iu their fiofoms^ ma har<^d thetofdves 
^infi the Imj^Ues of Pity and CooopJUIioo ; 
on tbot c9mmo% Imqeacy of Fortupe^ which 
is mofl: emphatically exprefeM by the Vii^ 
Pb^aie of being frowned nfon by the Wi^'H. 
Pitiable Qbje^ of this ioK ave fet muverocis, 
that Bothiog Qod«r Frovideace is x\<kk eooqgili 
to iiipply all thek- Wa&ti^ and relieve aU ctwir 
Diftrelfes. Yet all this is little io cootpwir 
ion of thole general Calaaiities which v» 
every now and then be&U«^ whole SocietkB 
and Natioss. The Seeds of SedltiOAS m4 
I qvil 
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chrii Wars are cooftantly icattering in ail 
States, and ill Humours fermeoting, which 
are lure one rime or other to break out with 
iuch yiolence as mud create innumerable Mif^ 
chiefs let Matters end as they will And 
how few are there in any Age who have 
reached the ufual Period of Life, without be« 
holding either their own, or (bme neighbour* 
log Country the Seat of Confufion anoMifery 
from Caufes of this fort ? Has not Religion 
itielf, tho calculated for the beft and nobleft 
Purpofes, and with a particular view to make 
Humanity more lovely and attradive; has 
it not, I fay, in the Hands of Tyranny and 
Bigotry, been made an Inftrument of , the 
mod impious and favage Barbarities the 
World ever beheld ? How then can a Lover 
of Mankind ever hope to live at eafe, which 
be can only do by feeing Juftice, Mercy, and 
Troth prevail among the Species, while the 
nfelefs and unintelligible Jargon of vain Bab* 
biers can be made ufe of to tet whole Nations 
by the ears; while Men can be blown up 
to (uch a degree of Fury, as to ruin, tor- 
ment, and extirpate one another in the main- 
tenance of cant Words, and fenfeleis Notions, 
the Cobwebs of Speech, and the Scum of 
faoman Realbn ? There are few Sed:s of 
Religion more diftinguifliable from each other 
by their favourite Tenets, than remarkable 
for their unanimous Adherence to the Princi- 
ple of oppreffing thofe whoprefume to diflcr 
from them. Aod tho all have not entered 

Q^ a into 
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into cxpreft Compads for rooting out every 
one who cannot embrace their Sylteiii of Spe- 
culation, yet the great l^eaders and Zealots 
of mod Parties have feldom been wanting to 
ihew their good Will to be at it, as loon as a 
convenient Opportimity fhould ofier. This 
Circamftance of human Affairs is what cannot 
but be extremely mortifying to an honefl: and 
gentle Mind in the exercife of its Virtue. 
And to make it the more fp, there pafTes not 
an Age wherein darts not up once or twice 
fome great In^erial Deftroyer, who, to gratify 
a brutal Pride, and infatiable Lufl: of Domi- 
nion, lays wafte whole Provinces, Countries, 
and Nations; invades Nature herfelf; and 
the more effedually to drown the Cries of 
the Univerfe, aboliflics perhaps a whole Lan- 
guage in the Deftrudion of thofe who fjx>ke 
it. Can Companion behold all this without 
bleeding? Or can the Happinefe of Virtue be 
perfed and intire amidd a Scene fo filled 
with difagreeable and (hocking Events? No; 
tho Humanity and Companion have a natural 
Tendency to the general Welfare, yet the 
Workings of them always produce Pain and 
Uneafinefs in the Peribn who kt\s them. It 
is true, the Heart is made better by Suflcr- 
ings of this kind ; yet dill it muft fink under 
a too frequent repetition of them. So that 
it is evident the higheft d^ree of fbcial Af- 
icdion can never ifTue in fulnefs of Joy, in 
a World fo fubjec^ as this is to endlefs 
Changes and Viciflitudes, where Virtue meets 

with 
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with fo many crofs Accidents, and labours 
under Inch great Preflures and Difbourage- 
ments. The true and proper Felicity of a 
good Man confifts in the Pleafurc of behold- 
ing all Men happy as well as himfelf ; but it 
were foolifh, if not impious, to expe<a that 
Sight on this fide the Grave. 

The fame Caufes which diftradt Society, 
and intercept the Joys of it, equally difturb 
the Tranquillity arinng in a virtuous Mind 
from the confideration of its own Integrity. 
The Vices of Mankind are infedious to luch 
a degree, that they fometimcs catch the 
mod benevolent Tempers, under the fair fem- 
blance of abhorring Wickedne(s and Corrup- 
tion. Hence the bed and moft generoufiy 
conftituted Souls are frequently hurried into 
great Refentments,' and Precipitances of 
Zeal, which in the difficulty of determining 
all the Cafes of Right and Wrong that may 
happen in the courYe of Life, cannot but 
make the Mind extremely jealous of it felf, 
and fill it with many uueafy Doubts concern- 
ing its own Worth and Sufficiency. This is 
a Cale very common, where a Man's Friends, 
or thofc in great Reputation for Wifdom and 
Goodneft, happen, in any critical Conjunc- 
ture, to entertain oppofite Sentiments, and 
ihape their Courfe different from his ; than 
which there is nothing more ordinary among 
all the adive Part of Mankind, even while 
there is on all Sides the fame honefty of Fn- 
tention. Self-apptobation, which is the only 

Ct3 true 
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true Source of Tranquillity, muft needs be 
hereby very much weakened and impaired. 
Imprudence may be very confident with 
Goodnefs ; yet (till it is an ImperfeiSton, and 
as fuch muft give a good Man grief, when 
he finds he has been guilty of it, which in 
any great and important Crifis the bed of 
Men may be, and very frequently are. Be- 
iides, the flrongeft and pureft Virtue that can 
po/Tibly warm a human Bread, is (enfible of 
too many Languors and Intermidions, to in- 
dulge its Owner a lading and uninterrupted 
Repofe. 

And thus I apprehend, that perfei^ and 
onmingled Happinefs can never be our Por* 
tion in the prefent Life. The wealcnefs and 
decay of our Faculties, and the ncccflary 
Cares of Life, hinder our condant Enjoy^ 
ment of the Pleafiires of Contemplatioo. 
The Wickedncfs of the World wherein we 
live, is perpetually throwing OUlacles in the 
way of ibcial Joy. And dnce all Men are 
confcious of ibme defers in their own Vvc^ 
tue, none of them can pre£brve a condant 
Tranquillity. 

What then is to be done? Shall we 
ihake hands with Virtue, and quit the Chafe 
of Happinefs altogether ? By no means ; fuck 
a Conclufion were as fboliih and uoreafonaUc 
as it is impious. All the Good we can enjoy 
liere below^ is derived to us thro' cbofe Chan* 
nels I have been defcribing. And it WMiId 
|)e Madocfs ro fhiow oar preftojE Portiooi 

away, 
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away, becaufe we caD&oc make it fb great as 
we could wifli. To purfiie as far as we are 
able, the Paths of Truth, Goodneis and 
Honour, is the only , way to make us the 
bappkft we can be, in whatever fituation we 
are placed. Our Virtue cannot prevent the 
common Calamities and Accidents of Life, 
but it is the only thing that can bed fupporc 
us under them ; and, if we efcape them, what 
gives the traeft and fweeteit Relilh to all our 
other Enjoyments : whereas a vitious Mind 
has nothing wherewith either to feafbn the 
Bledings, or foften the AlSlidiions it may 
meet with. Riches cannot prevent the lofs of 
Friends, relax the Agonies of a violent Cho* 
lick, or diflblve a Stone in the Bladder ; yet 
that does not hinder them from being very 
defirable Advantages, which we ought not to 
flight or contemn ; and it muft be the height 
of Stupidity in any one to do fo. And in the 
fame manner, tho the higbeft Virtue cannot 
guard againft external Evils, yet the Pradice 
of it being the bed Cotirfe we can take what- 
ever befsJs us, and in any Circumftances, we 
muft, if we reafon juftly , reckon the Pilduit 
of it the fureft and moft dircA Way to b« 
haf^y. The famous Complaint of Brutur^ 
O Virtue, I have worjhifped thee as a real 
Good^ but found thee nothing but an empty 
Name I however fcemingly it carries another 
aipedt, is indeed a Confirmation of this 
AiTertion; fince, if nicely examined, what 
does this Complaint import, but that he 

Q^ 4 could 
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could DOW no longer exert that incompara- 
ble Virtue he was mafter of, and in the 
Exercife of which he placed his highefl and 
grcateft Happinefs ? 

But allowing a Heathen to ddpond in 
his Virtue, and (ink his Philofophy in the 
Waters of AfHicaion, yet fliould that have 
no influence upon us, who are encouraged to 
look up for a future Place of Reft, wherein 
the good Affedlions will be the only Quali- 
ties to recommend us, and the Ads which 
flow from them our eternal Delight and Em- 
ployment. And tho we have no reafon to 
think, that the Divine Difpofer of all Things 
will alter the Nature of Beings, yet he may 
(o adapt our Faculties and their Objeds to 
one another, that thofe very things which 
now create in us (bme degree of Pain and 
Uneafinefs, ihall, by the change of Circum* 
(lances, contribute to the Strength and En- 
tireneis of our Felicity. If therefore we 
honedly de(ign to be happy, let us begin to 
be fb now, fubmitting patiently to the Plea- 
Aire of the Almighty in proportioning out 
to us our prefent ifaiare of Benefits, and re- 
joicing in the blefTed hope, that Wifdom will 
one Day be undoubtedly jujlified of her 
Children. 

I am^ Sir, 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

.. HiBERNICUS. 

L.V . N^ 29. 
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N^ 29. Saturday, OSfober i5, 1725. 

To HiBERNICUS. 

Ingenuas didicijfe fideliter Aries 

Emollit mores y nee finit ejfe feres. Ovid. 

SIR. 

[HE proper Education of Children 
is of fo great concern to the Pre- 
fervation and Hononr of Families, 
and to the Prolperity and jufl Go- 
vernment of the whole Common* 
wealth, that I think there is nothing deferves 
to be more ierioufly or nicely confider'd, 
either by Parents or the Government. Pa- 
rents are obligM to it by their being fuch, as 
the moft probable means of the Happinefs 
of their whole Pofterity; for when the 
Spring is corrupt, the Stream can never be 
untainted : So that really the Negled: of 
one Child, may be the Deftrudlion of a 
long fucceflion of Families, Diftempers and 
ill Conftitutions generally are the confe- 
quence of the Father's Intemperance : and 
moral Difbrders are but too frequently 
the fatal Entail of a Family. They who 
have been io happy as to have thofe Seeds 

of 
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of Virtue and Reafbn, which iodulgenc Na- 
tmt has planted ia c?ery BrealV^ cultivated 
by a noble aod generous Education, feem to 
be as much raiied above their own Species, 
as that is above Irrationals. Some Philoib* 
phers imagine theSoul^ after its didblution 
from the Body, will have new Senfes added 
to it. ' A fine Edncation almoft does it here : 
It opens and enlarges its Theatre of A<^on, 
and refines and multiplies its Pleafures. What 
Scenes of inexhaufted Wonders does natural 
Philolbphy open to our View ?- By that we 
(ee each Spire of Grafs, or contemptible In- 
kGt^ pregnant with Arguments of an Al- 
mighty Being. How' does Hiftory make the 
pat! grow prefent, and fummon thofe mighty 
Rulers 6( the World to teach us Wifdom» and 
by their Errors to corred our own ? As the 
Knowledse of the firft People of the Earth 
could only arifc from their own Experience 
and OUcrvation, (b, ^tis remarkable, their 
Lives were longer ; and pofliblv one Reafbn 
of the Shortneis of ours, may be the Power 
we have by Books to make ufe of theirs, 
and as it were to add them to our own : and 
if (b, bow wretchedly do they abufc this 
indulgence of Providence, who never endea- 
vour to tafte of tbofe Fountains of Wifdom, 
which poffibly were given us in lieu of a 
greater number of Years ? A nice obfervatiofl 
on MoraKty, will fill our Minds with the 
moft grateful Senfe of the Wifitem of our 
great Creator, who has ib admirably con- 

trive4 
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trived his Laws, that they are as much to be 
obfcrv'd on Principles of Policy as Duty ; 
for every KOl of Conformity to them will 
be found, when (lrid:lv and clofely confi* 
der*d, the moft probable Means even to a 
temporal Felicity, as the receding from them 
will occafion tfane greateft Confuuon and Dif^ 
order in the Government of the World. 
This has given fome ill Men occafion to faniy 
thofe Laws merely of human Invention ; 
but while they thus endeavour to rob the 
Divinity, how loudly do they praife him, 
by declaring the Scheme io nicely calculated, 
as to be moft conducive to prefent Happi* 
nefi abftraded from Futurity? Morality 
fixes the Mind on certain Principles of Ac- 
tion ; it lays up for it an invaluable Treafury 
of Prioctples, which will fully ^oTwer thro^ 
all the various Occurrences of Life; it 
teaches us to look on ill Adions, with a 
commiferating Deteftafion; it makes Man 
fbdal to Man, and works us into a kind of 
Sympathy with our Fellow-Creacures ; it ib 
tunes the Soul, that, as is obfervable in mu« 
fical Infhuments woimd up to the fame Ten-* 
fion, it feels and anfwers what anotbe/ feels. 
For a good Man is in ibme degree l^ppy by 
feeing another fb ; this. Providence has \o 
wonderfully contrivec^ to make his Virtue 
bring a Reward to icfel^ by making hhn 
fliare in tbe Pleafiure of otfiers : as on the 
contrary, the Uneafinefi he receives from 
their Misfortunes^ Ibices bim to a Relief of 

their 
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their Miicry. — Reverence, and Rcfpedl, and 
Love are the willing Subfidies Mankind pay 
to Men of this Form ; they live almoft fc- 
cure from Violence among the worft of Men. 
Agreeable to this, Hiitory informs ns, that 
a certain People among the Gau/s had ac- 
quired fo great a Reputation for their Probity, 
that they lived iecure and unmolefled among 
the mod barbarous and warlike Nations that 
liirrounded them, unarmed of every thing but 
their Virtue ; and by that they became the 
common Arbitrators of all the Differences 
of their Neighbours. And as this Behaviour 
naturally creates Efteem and Regard ; fo the 
contrary as naturally produces Refcntmeiit, 
and a return of ill Ufage received. Murders 
and Rapines, and the mod unrefl:rained Ads 
of Violence, are the neceffary confequences 
of Vice. So that on mere Principles of In- 
tereft, Virtue Ihould be purfued. Mankind 
take the greateft pains imaginable ^o amals 
Fortunes for their Pofterity, and at the fame 
time are mod unaccountably regardlelsof the 
Education of their Children, which is the 
only Means whereby that can be prefcrved 
to them. Wealth is like Food to the natural 
Body ; if the Conditution be in good order, 
it preicrves and continues it fo ; but if didem- 
pePd, it only feeds the Diieale, and hadens 
Dedrudion. Suppofe we one of thofe Fathers, 
heedlels of his Family's Education, taken up 
like yiJam in Milton^ and looking into Fu- 
turity : Here he would ice one Child wan- 
toning 
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toning away his Fortane in Vice and Extra- 
vagance ; another tortured With the Difeaies 
his Debaucheries had begot, and agonizing 
Life away ; a third he fees weltring in his 
Blood, and dying for fbme abandoned Prodi- 
tute ; and his whole Family reduced to the 
laft degree of Indigence and Want How 
miferable a Profped is here ? But could he 
look farther, and fee them condemned to 
endleis Perdition, which he himfelf had con- 
tributed to by his Negligence, then podibly 
one part of his own Milery may be the (elf- 
upbraidings of his Conicience. But the 
Thought is too (hocking, I piuft clofe the 

Scene. 

Thus far I have coniider'd Education as 
it r^ards private Perfons ; as it relates to the 
Publick, and the Manner of it in general, 
I ihall confider it farther, if you think this 
worth inferring. I am 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

A.M. 

To HlB£KNICU& 

SIR. 

H E R E is a Friend of mine has lately 
read Tacitus and Macchiavel^ and he 
is grown fo perfedt a Statelman by 
them, that there is not one of his Acquain- 
tance can do the moft indifferent Adion, but 
he immediately interprets it intoDeHgn, and 

as 
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as the eflcd of fome Plot or Scheme. Every 
Story he bears gives him an opportunity of 
diooiog our Ears with Le^ures of Politicks ; 
from a gay good-natur'd Companioo, he's 
growo a uieDt Obfervaton He really is a 
Man of good Senfe, but fmce he has got 
this Whim io his head, there is no beaxii^ 
him. His Remarks are very good, drawn 
from diligent Reading, and a juft Obfervation 
on Mankind ; but hell let nothing pais him. 
He mud ihew his great Penetration in every 
thing, and apply his Maxims on every 
uifle. We lai^h at him for it ; but hegrave* 
ly fays, ' Well, Gentlemen, I am fati9fy^d 

* there is as much Artifice and Deftgn in 

* low Life as at Court ; 'tis true, *tis not of 
' equal Importance to the World, but that is 
' no matter, it equally concerns me ; they 
' are to take care of a Kingdom, I of my 

* Fortune ; this is my Pod, that theirs ; and 
' as fuch I mud be equally vigilant in the 

* Care of it ; beHdes, 'tis good to reafbn 
' on every thing ; it hinders a Man from 

* being fiirpriz'd : thus did Aratus the Sicyo- 
^ nian ; he never rode out with his Friends, 
' but be was examining the Situation of 

* Places, and confidering how to form an 
' Army; fuppoie the Enemy were on this 
' Hill, or in that Vallev, bow ihou'd we 
' advance or retire : And thus he nude him« 
' felf the bed General of his Time. This 
^ teaches us to be ever obferyaitt ; no Man 
' cancellwbatmaybecoUededfiroiHLtheOb* 

* fcrvation 
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* lervatioQ of the metneft Triiles ; for ia 

* them the Miod is Ids goarded, and ad;s 

* more open and free from the di^uiie Pru^^ 

* dence uTcs in things of Conlcquence ; 
•' weak Men are beft interpreted by their Na«> 

^ tures, wife Men by their Ends.' Thus is 
be a Politician on every Occafion. T'other 
day I had a Letter firom Hamffte4d^ which 
told me that**^ Bat to fave room Til give 
you the Paragraph : ^ Sure Suky is the beft 

* Aunt in the worlds Betty and ihe had like 

* to have been robb'd Jaft Night; Suky would 
' n<K let her ftir out of the Room, but veo- 
' turM her ielf into all the Danger, You 

* know they are both good Fortunes ; which 
' makes the Town faniy the Attempt was 
' to run away with them \ but Sul^ is m^hty 
' apery at it^ ihe can't bear it with Patience ; 
' Wnat, iays ihe, run away with me? I 
' wifli I could fee any Rogue of them all 

* run away with Suly! — ^— I was juft putting 
up my Letter, when my Friend ftretch'd out 
his Hand for it, with an Air of Importance ; 
Tom^ fays he, ' This fhould be confider^d, 

* This Behaviour of Suky% will bear 

* another Interpretation ; iJ^^J'S^'^ve thirty, 

* ihe's not handfbm ; Women are all made 
' of the fame fhiil Materials : That Care of 

* the Niece may deferve another Name : Her 
' running her Ielf into Danger, may be the 
' Efled: of Defign and not Imprudence. 

* All this confider'd, it ieems to have a dif* 

* ferent A(pe<^t —What I won* t be pofici ve. 

• —But 
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* — But this I muft obfervc, Spies in the 

* Army purpofely run into Danger to be ' 

* taken. Sinon in Virgil is an Inflance. 

* Her faying, / wijh I could fie any 

* Rogue of them all run away with Suky,' 
^ may be the Refult of Defire, and not of 

* Anger : The Expreflion will bear two In* 
^ terpretations ; and therefore the Conftita* 

* tion and Inclination muft give the true one ; 
^ you remember M ademoiielle in the Play.^ 

Thus, Sir, are we tormented from Morn* 
ing till Night, and I believe the only way 
to cure my Friend would be your publifliing 
this ; for he is a Man of good Senfe, and 
will eafily fee the Ridicule of his Charader, 
and remembers the Story. It would be of 
«eat fervice to all his Acquaintance to whom 
be is grown extremely difagreeable, particu* 
larly to, 

SIR, 

Tour humble Servant y 

BR. 





N^ 30. 
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N^ 30. Saturday^ October 23,. 1725. 

7i? HiBERNICUS. 

Cm figini nos in re omnium pretiojifj^ma fumere la- 
bor is aliquidy cujus fruEius nos in alter cuft quoque 
liitam comitAtur ? Augustin. 

SIR, 

H E T H E R the Ambition of thole 
who in the corrupt Ages of Chriftia- 
nity were indaftrious to propagate 
Ignorance, as the fiireft Means to 
reconcile Men to Slavery ; and by depriving 
them of the Light of the Gofpei| and dim* 
ming the Eyes of their Reafon, the eafier 
impofe their Tricks upon the credulous Mul- 
titude : or the fuperftitious Veneration which 
the better-meaning paid to Divine Matters, 
were the firft Reafbn why religious Subjeds 
were fb wholly excluded from the Knowledge 
and Converiation of Mankind ; it is plain 
that the Ignorance of our Age proceeds from 
another more lamentable Caufe, the Vitiouf^ 
ne(s of our Taftes, which hinders us from 
ufing the Liberty our Church allows us, and 
fearching into thofe ioeftimable Stores of 
Truth and Wifdom, for the free ufe and 
Vol.!. R know- 
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knowledge of which, our wiier Ancedors 
were concent to lay down their Lives. 

It has been ever matter of the greateft 
wonder to me, that fo many men who make 
a ferioQS profefiion of Chriftianity, fhould 
be fatisfy'd to live in Ignorance of thofe 
Laws, by their Obedience or Repugnancy 
to which they expect to be for ever happy 
or miierable« But (ince (however firat^e it 
may (eem) Experience fhows us it is fo ; 
anci it is to this we may attribute many of 
the Miftakes People make in the conduct 
of their Lives, and fearches after Happinefs ; 
1 think nothing could be more wprtny your 
endeavour, than earnedly to recommend the 
Ufe of the Sacred Writings to your Country- 
men, and to remove the Prejudices they con- 
ceive againtt them, as abridging their Plea- 
fures and crolTing theif Interefts. However 
this may feem out of your Province, the 
End will juftify the Means, fince it will be 
an efletflual way to make Men wife and vir- 
tuous, to let them know the iecret Plea- 
iiire, and certain Reward of being fb ; and 
it feems ablblutely neceflary to fieal thole 
convincing Truths upon them, whofe open 
Force they induftrioufly avoid. Nor will it. 
be any ObJe(9:ion to this Defign, that your 
Readers are generally of the bed Diftindion 
and Knowledge : for however Men, to con- 
ceal a (hamefiil Ignorance, or avoid exami« 
ning their Accounts, and feeing the Bank- 
rupt Condition of their £ftates» have got a 

knack 
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knack of filenciDg whatever may offer at 
their loflrudion, by laying they have heard 
it all a thoufand times.. — they know it all as 
well as any body can tell them, ^c. their 
A<Sions are to me a plain Inftance of the 
contrary : for whatever Truth that unmanly 
Confembn fo much in their months^ 

Video meliora froboquei 



^eieriora Jequor- 

may have in lefler matters, where the Grati- 
fication of the preient Defire may flop them 
in the puriuit of fome future inconfiderable 
Good; the Condition of our immortal Souls, 
and the certainty of eternal Happinels and 
Mifery depending upon our own prefent Con- 
duit, are things which once duly confidered, 
can never after ceafe to influence our Actons ; 
the weight of the Matter fets the IjrnprefTion 
upon our Minds too deeply to be ever eraz'd. 
Tis true, there is a Knowledge in Reli- 
gion^ which every one born in a civilized 
Country mud have, and which, fuperficial 
as it is, is (ufficient to eain it (bme Reverence, 
even from thofe who have abandoned inch a 
Knowledge as fome ignorant People have of 
the Sun, who perceiving that it enlivens them, 
tSc^tm it upon that only account worthy 
their Admiration, without knowing that they 
owe Life, Health, and Suftenance to it, or 
being able to direct their Labours fo as to 
reap the innumerable Benefits they might re- 
ceive from its Influence. But this is not (uffi- 
R a "^ cient; 
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cicnt ; fach involving Views of Religion ari- 
fmg in the crowd of our Thoughts, are not 
enough to make us know and adoiire her; 'tis 
by often viewing her Beautys, and fecretly 
contempiatipg her Perfedlions, that we be- 
come enamout'd of her * and I am perfuaded 
whoever docs ib, will gladly yield himielf 
Captive to her refiftlefs Charms. Nor can it 
be otherw^fe, fmce the Soul of Man, con« 
icious of its own Eternity, can be content 
with nothing lels than eternal Felicity, which 
Religion alone propofes as the Reward of its 
virtuous Endeavours. Nor (on the other 
hand) can a rational Creature who confiders 
and believes everlafting Miiery the Confe- 
quence of Sin, be fuppos'd ever to incur the . 
Danger of it for any momentary Pleafure, 
iuch as are all tbbfe which mud have an End, 
tho they ihould endure as long as]Time itielf. 
If this be fo, it is plain from what fburces 
our Vices and Irregularities flow, and that 
the weaknefs of our Nature, the ftrength of 
our Paflions, the delufivenefs of Sin, &c. 
are Words which we ufe to palliate our Er« 
rors, and fcreen the true Caufes, Ignorance, 
and Inconfideration. It is a common laying, 
that Men by Sin degenerate into Brutes; but 
I think they firft d^enerate into Brutes, by 
neglecting to ufe tbofe Faculties which fee 
the difference between them, and lb earneftly 
foUicit them, that whoever looks into him- 
felf, will find that reftlefs Principle perpetu- 
ally prompting him to remote fotrches, and 
thiruing after diftant Knowledge. Thefe 

workings 
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workings of the Soal, ftraggling to get loofb 
from her earthly Incumbrance, and ibar to 
her divine Original, are in mod Men in this 
degenerate ftate fo deprelsM by earthly De- 
fires, and overborn by fcnfual Pleafures, that 
they are icarce perceived, in others fo milap- 
plied, that the mighty Produift is fome uftlels 
difcovery of the Qualities of thole Irtrle Par- 
cels o^ Matter about us. Thus do Men for- 
get thb very Pofturc they were created in> 
and {loop to Earth for Matter of Contempla- 
tion ana Employment! How much more 
exalted were the Uondderation of our Maker, 
infinite Power difpofin^ and ordering all 
Things with infinite Wildom, and diibenfing 
to the whole Creation with infinite Juftice ! 
This were indeed a Field for the Soul of Man 
to expand herfelf in ; here (he may (land a- 
mazed amidft variety of endlefs Wonders i 
fiat when (he turns her Thoughts, and con- 
ftdcrs herfclf the Darling of this Almighty 
Power, the Objed: of infinite Mercy, infi- 
nite Love, how lovely ! how fweet and in- 
expreflible is her Rapture! Who could find 
Plcaiure in any other Enjoyment? Who 
could reliih the (atiating Pleafures of Senfe a« 
midft the Joys of (iich a Contemplation, or 
think any Condition hard for the Attain- 
ment of (iich a Bleffing ? Yet this may be 
the Happineis of every Man, who pfeaies 
to make it fo by an impartial obedience 
to the Laws of God. Now fince the 
Knowledge of thefe Laws is only to be had 
i« the Bible, and that facred Book not only 

R 3 fhews 
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ihews us the ConditiODS of our Happioefs, 
but likcwife enables us to perform them, by 
propouoding the mod perfed Example of 
Holinefs that ever was, for our imitation, 
and furnilhing us with the beft Aj^uments 
againft Sin and the Temptations thereto, and 
afluring us of the adiftance of Heaven in all 
our Endeavours ; I think I cannot recommend 
it from more folid ConAderations. But (ince 
Men are more apt to be moved with nearer 
Objects, and feldom extend their Views far- 
ther than the narrow limits of this Life, I 
would have them confider that the Gofpel 
contains the bed Rules for their temporal as 
well as eternal Happinels, that it is calculated 
to make Men obedient to Government, and 
uleful to Society in general, as well as juft, 
merciful and loving to every Member thereof; 
that it requires Temperanpe, Prudence and 
Chariry with regard to our felves, and eur 
dears to us the pradtice of thofe Virtues which 
make Life eafy and comfbrcable ; that it 
abridges us of no reaibnable Pleafure, and 
only refbrains thoie irregular Paflions whicb 
are below the Dignity of our Nature, and 
draw fuch pernicious Confequences after 
them ; making that very Re(baint more plea- 
fjng than the mod libertine Enjoyment. 

Such is that Book (and fuch would be 
irs Effeds) which I would have you recom- 
mend to the more (erious coufideration and 
(ludy of your Countrymen ; and if you add 
inch Pcrfuafions to th^fe Arguments as may 
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make them efledaal to the reformation of 
Mens Lives and Manners, 'cwill be thQ 
greatcft Pleafure to. SIR, 

Tour very humble Servant, 

Theophilhs. 



N^ 31. Saturday, October 30, 172 j. 

To the AnTHoa of the Dublin Journal. 



'Hie fupernis 




Deteftanda Diisfavorum arcana Mitgorum 
ALverat^ ^ trijles facris Jeralibus aras, 
Vmbrarum^ ditifque fidem. Luc. 

SIR, 

jANKIND are not more apt to 
entertain falfe and dangerous No- 
tions of Happinefs, and delude 
themfelves with vain and imagi- 
nary Hopes, than ready to oe 
alarmed with grounaieis Terrors and Appre- 
henfions; and both thefe WeaknefTes are 
owing to the fame Caufe« want of confider- 
ing Things with due Care and Attention, 
and thereby taking up with the firft fpecious 
Appearance, or a fooli(h Prejudice we have 
cither fidleo into our felves, or received in 

R 4 com* 
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compiiaiKe with the Tyraony of Cufiom, 
tnd the Opinions of , the Multitude* 

As it is a fure Sign» in the conuBoa 
Affairs of Life, of a Man's Weaknefs and 
Incapacity, that he is fiibjcd: to be iiirprized, 
and put to a nonplus at any little unexpeifted 
Turns or Accidents in Bufinefs ; fb with re- 
fpe(% to all Science, whether Pra^^i^ or 
Speculative^ Wonder is the ufual way by which 
Men betray their Ignorance. Novelty is the 
onfy thing which raifes what we call Wonder ; 
and therefore they who know much, are very 
little fubjcd to it, becaufe they meet with 
few things which to them are either new or 
llrange. On the other hand, moft things be- 
ing new to the Ignorant, they are apt to be 
ieized with Surprize upon the finaliefl: and 
mod trifling Occaiions, and in confequence 
hereof may be eafily worked up into the Be* 
lief of things being prodigious and fuper* 
natural, which are not only the regular but 
ufual and conftant EfTeds of natural Caufes. 

Agreeable hereunto, we find the Vul- 
gar in all Ages extremely addided to Super- 
ftition, and terrifying themfelves with very 
common and ordinary Occurrences^ as the 
immediate Effedks of a Divine InterpoHdon, 
or the Operations of certain inferior Spirits, 
who, either out of Good^will or Malice, 
but for the moft part the latter, were iuppo- 
fed • to intereft themfelves, and have a great 
hand in all human Affairs. Among the An- 
rients, not only the Eclipfes of the Sun and 

Moon, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



H I B E R N 1 c u s'5 Letters, 245) 

Mioon, bat eren Thunder andTempcfts were 
thought to be the Work of fbme invifible 
Agents, and. to have & conftant and unavoid* 
tUe inflaence on the Adions and Fortunes of 
Mankind. Rules were framed, and Collies 
of Men eftabliihed, to examine thefe Thano- 
mena^ and determine the particular Events be* 
lieved to be progoofticated by them. Thus 
Delufion and fmpofture were brought into a 
regular Syftem ; and it beciame a part of 
Mens Religion to believe the Deity either a • 
wicked or a weak Being ; one that either de» 
lighted in tormenting his Creatures himielf, 
or eUe wanted iumdent Power to hinder 
others from doing it. 

Encouraged by this fuccels, another 
(et of Jugglers darted up, and impoled a new 
Cheat upon the World, endeavouring to per* 
fiiade Men, that not only their Temper and 
Genius, but all the Actions and Occurrences 
of their Lives, and even the Time and Man* 
ner of their Death, depended intireiy upon 
the Revohitions and Afpeds of the heavenly 
Bodies. Nothing was done here below whidi 
was not the efied: of (bmethii^ that had been 
doing above* But as it would fignify little 
or nothing to know, that the Stars were a 
very underftanding fort of People, and knew 
a great many Secrets, unlefs we had (bme 
Way of fiihiog out their Meaning, and dif- 
covering what they would be at, it became 
neceiTary to invent ibme Scheme for that 
porpofe. This the judicial Aftrologers 

have 
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have very generoufly (upplied us with. And 
as far as hard Words and uncouth Terms 
of Art go towards making up a Science, they 
may conteft the Palm with the moft profound 
and abftraded among the Schoolmen. Nor 
are they wanting in Impudence to give us 
their Opinion of what is to come, with as 
great certainty and pofitivenefe as our News- 
writers do of what is paft. To this day the 
World is pcfterM with whole Swarms of thefe 
^orant and bold Impoftors. There is not 
a Prince in Europe but what has his Nativity 
calculated by ibme one or other of them ; 
and the Planets roll in their Orbits for no 
other purpofe than to diftribute Plagues and 
Famine, and produce Confufion and Bloodihed 
among the Innabitants of this Earth. 

But the moft popular and prevailing Spirit 
of Superftition amoi^ us is the wife and pious 
Dodrine of Witches and Apparitions, which 
has been fo induftrioufly propagated for many 
Ages among the a>mmon People. Many a 
poor old Woman has (ufiered under the for- 
mer Charader, whofe only Crime was Old* 
Age and Uglinefs, accompanied perhaps with 
a mtle 111- Nature. In a neighbouring Nation 
the whole Country was for ibme Years in 
a (late of Hoftility with their old Woneien on 
this (core, and made Bonfires of them with 
the &me eagernefs that the Royaltfts roafted 
Rumps upon the Reftoration. If any People 
of Sen(e and Reflexion happened to doubt 
rhe Trath of any Feats fiiid to be performe4 
• by 
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hf thofe ttafomiQace Creatures, they were 
immediately run down as AtheiRs and Infi- 
deU^ and forced to fit filent at the barbarous 
treatment of their Fellbw-Mortals, under the 
penalty of having their Chriftianity called in 
queftion. This gave encouragement to idle 
and malicious People to profecute great num- 
bers of poor Wretches to Death. If a young 
Girl happened to turn iplenetick for want of 
a Husband, inflantly ihe was bewitched, and 
never left vomiting Hay, Buttons, and 
crooked Pins, till all the old Women in the 
neighbourhood were either cruelly butcher* 
ed, or their Lives made miferable thro^ the 
Odium of thofe wicked Arts imputed to them. 
And every perverfe Boy, who had a mind 
to play the Truant, had no more to do than 
throw himfelf into Fits, and by that means 
get abundance of Play at the expence of the 
PooroftheParifli. 

Many a melancholy inftance might be 
given of Deceits and Rogueries of this kind, 
which have been fatal to the Lives and Repu- 
tation of Multitudes of ignorant People, and 
ientailed lading Di&race upon their families 
and Pofterity. And thefe Deceits have been 
carried on with iuoh Art and Contrivance, 
that Men of great Senfe and Prudence have 
been frequently impoied upon by them, till 
feme lucky Accident has difcovered the Cheat ; 
which ihould make all others exceedingly 
cautious and reierved in their Belief of fuck 
)Matters. And for this end I capnot forbear 

TCcon^« 
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recommcndihg to the more curious of my 
Readers ao excellcDt Treatife on this Sub- 
jc(3:, written by a worthy Prelate, the pre* 
feot Bifliop of "Down and Connor ; wherein 
they will fee, from a great number of un- 
qudtionable Fads, how cafy it may be for 
cunning and mahcious People to play a vaft 
Number of extraordinary Pranks, witbont 
the alTiftance of the Devil, or any other evil 
Spirit but their own. 

It is reneiented in Scripture as one of 
the greatefl Woes of the wicked, to fbar 
where no Fear is j that is, where there is no 
real Danger, and confequently no juft Caoie 
of Fear* Yet there are a great many People^ 
whom it would be the height of Uncharita* 
bleneis to rank in that Clus, who are oftea 
thrown into the utmofl Horror and Confler- 
nation with the imaginary Fears of Ghofts 
and Goblins. Mr. Locke has more than once 
oblerved, that this is in great meafure owing 
to thoie early Prejudices inftilled into the 
tender Minds of Children by Norfes and 
other idle Perlbns, who can find no other 
Device for diverting a Child's Frowardncii, 
than threatning it with \i Raw-head and 
Bloody-bones. By this means we are firft 
rendered weak and timorous ; and there is 
afterwards due care taken that we fhould 
continue fo, by thofe many edifying Stories 
of Spedres, Wafts, and Midnight Noifes, 
whicti are the uiiial Fire-fide Entertainments 
among the Servants and Children in a Win- 

tet's 
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tcr's Evening. Many who have lived to fee 
the Folly of their Fears on this Head, have 
yet never been able to free themfelves from 
the mechanical Effect of them ; bat are 
every day liibjed to the misfortune of being 
feized with Terrors they know to be vain 
and ridiculous, and plagued with fuch a rich 
Wildneis of Invention, as can transform the 
moft cooimoo Objeds, if feen in an imper- 
fed: and glimmering Light, into the moft 
dreadful and aflonifl^ing Appearances. On 
the other hand, there are not wanting fbme» 
who have engrafted thefc Errors into their 
Belief, and made it an Article of their Creed, 
that the principal Bufinefs of the Devil and 
other wicked Spirits, is to frighten Mankind, 
and to walk about in the Night-time, in hou 
rible Shapes, that they may have the Of^r* 
tunity of attacking us alone and in the dark« . 
As the Happinefs of Mankind is as often 
interrupted by whimfical Diftreffes as real 
Afflidions, a kinder Office could not be done 
to many of our Fellow-Creatures, than to 
beat theie troublefbme Notions out of their 
Heads* People of Senfe, with whom they 
converfe, ihould endeavour not only to rea* 
fon, but rally them into a little Courage, and 
draw them by degrees into fiich Places as 
ieem moft apt to excite diimal Images, and 
cloudy Apprehenfions. They might then be 
brought to believe that the Air is nothing fo 
full of Devils as js commonly imagined ; and 
that we have as few Enemies abroad in the 

ftill 
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ftiU Seafbns of the Night as in any Hour of' 
the Day« And indeed if we righcly^ examine 
things, we fhall fee much more Realba to 
dread the DeviPs over-reaching us in a Mar- 
ket, then terrifying us in our Retirements ; 
and ht of opinion, that he oftner appears in 
a HooP-Tetticoat^ than a Beards Hkin^ and 
has ^ne a great deal more Execution by 
fliewing a Laced^Shoey than his Cloven-Foot, 
Not CO mention, that more Evil Sprits have 
frequently ifliied out of a Bottle of Claret, 
than are to be met with in any Church- Yard 
in his Majefty's Dominions. 

Bb thefe impure Spirits as ill*di(po(ed to 
the Human Species as they can, we may 
however depend upon it, that they would 
rather approach us with Blandiihment and 
Gaiety than Horror and Ghaftlineis, were 
they permitted to make their Appearance. 
If they aded any otherwife, they would evi* 
dently betray the Interefts of that Kingdom 
of ^arknefs with which they are in Alliance^ 
and contradid: all Rules of good Policy, a 
Crime we feldom ufe to lay to their charge. 
Upon this account I have always^ looked on 
the antient Hypothefis of Superftition, (by 
which earthly Damfels were fph-ited away, to 
Verdant Bowers and Cryftal Palaces, to be 
made Concubines to Fairy Kings) to be much 
better imagined than thofe pale Ghofts, and 
monftrous Alpe^fls, which are Wroi^ht into 
the Syftem of T>£monology now in Vogue, as 
it renders the CoodudI ot the Infernal Beings 

.jnoro 
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more confiftent and of a^piece with the com* 
mon Notions we have conceived of their 
Cunning and Falfhood. 

But the mod: abfurd thing in this whole 
Scheme of Delufion is the (iimmonii^ up 
the Apparitions of deceafed Perfbns upon 
the mod trfling, or no Occafions at all. A 
poor Girl dying of the Green Sicknefs^ to be 
iiire, has her Ghoft (een walking in white by 
lialf the unmarried Women in the Pariih> 
who certainly conclude it to be a juft Jadg* 
ment on her crael Parents for not letting her 
marry the Footman. And a clofc Hunks, 
who has (larved himielf out of the World, 
mud diflurb a whole Ne^bbourhood, in order 
to dilcover to his Friends where he has hid 
his Money. But the misfortune of it is, that 
the Man having been very referved in his 
Life-time, cannot be prevailed upon to ipeak 
after his Death. So that the People for whom 
he intended a good Turn^ merely for not un- 
derftanding the Intimations he gives theni, 
are deprived of the Frait of all the Pains he 
took both living and dead. And thus every 
fanciful Body who takes it in his head, can 
poflels a weak Multitude with an Opinion, 
that the departed Spirits of their- Friends and 
Acquaintance are wandring about in Church- 
Yards and other folitary Places, with no o- 
ther View that can be conjedured, than to 
frighten Women and Children out of their 
Wits. 
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I GRANT indeed, that upon fbme Emer^ 
gences, a Spedre may make its Appearance 
with a great deal of Difcretioo, and be em* 
ployed upon very important Buiinefs. In the 
Days of Popery, the Priefts, who always 
had a Competency of them under coomiand^ 
made them turn to very good account, by 
cdnverting all the Mtfchief they did to the 
Service of the Church. Nor was it an un- 
friendly Ghoft to Sem/rouioy which, the o- 
ther night, in the ihape of a he^iidlefs Man, 
gave her an Opportunity to mifcany of a fiill- 
grown Child, in the fifth Month after her 
Marriage with Comutus. In (uch uraenc 
Caies we may make allowances for fbmethii^ 
marvellous and extraordinary, agreeable to 
the old Rule in Horace ; 

Nee T)eus Inter fit ^ ntfi dignus vindice nodus 
Inciderit. 

That there are both good and bad Spi^ 
rits, is, I think, very plain both from Reafoa 
and Revelatk)n ; nor will I diipute the poffi« 
bility of their aKTuming airy Vehicles, and 
being employed by the Simreme Being i^n 
fbme extraordinary Occauons : that beii^ 
what we have frequent Inftances of in the Sa^ 
cred Writings- . But as we have now a fiill 
and pcrfed Revehrtion of the Divine WiU, 
and are to exped: no other, there can be no 
longer any room for this kind of IntercouHe 
betwixt God and his Creatures ; but all fiich 
Stories mull pais amongft thoie Ureams and 

Lying 
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Lying Wimders^ which are fa often and plain* 
ly foretold in the Scriptures, And on the 
other hand, that the Almighty fhould fuffer 
the Emiflaries of Hell to have mote Power 
than the Heavenly Beings, feems utterly in- 
confiftent with thofe Attributes of Wiidom 
and Goodnefs, which are neceffarily connei^- 
ed with our Idea of Omnipotence. The 
Spirits of the Damned, according to the In« 
formations we have, enjoy no liich Reipite 
from their Torments as will allow them lei- 
fare for (iich viflonary Exploits ; and it caa 
hardly be imagined, that the Souls of the 
Blefl: ihodld have their Felicity fuipended for 
fuch trivial Realbns as are commonly adigned. 
I am not for denying the thing in general, 
where good Cau(e can be fhewn why the God 
of Nature (bould make ufe of Methods out of 
the ordinary Courfe of his Providence. But 
I think every particular Inftance is to be 
fufpedled, which does not* carry with it evi- 
dent Reaibns for the Divine luterpofKion, aa 
Well as a bare Probability of the Fa(fl. And 
on this account it is juft as weak and fooliih 
for us to be uneafy about Apparitions^ as ic 
would be to live in the perpetual Terror of 
Earthquakes, Deluges, and Irruptions, which 
have been fometimes the Inftruments of the 
Wrath of Heaven upon guilty Nations. 

A Man of Religion and Virtue Ihould, 
methinks, rather conceive Pleafure and Sarif- 
fa<9:ion, than Defpair and Confudon, from the 
Notion of his being furrounded with fpiritual 

V0I..I. S Agents. 
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Agents. For upon chat Snppoficioa he is al- 
ways attended in his greatcft Privacy, with 
fo many Witnefles of that conicious Worth 
and Integrity 9 the Sen(e of which is fo charm- 
ing to an honeft Mind in the Hours of Si* 
Icnee and Solitude. If we believe God to be 
a good Being, we may fafely conjecture, that 
the attendant Spirits of the Virtuous, if any 
fuch there be, will be rather our Guardians 
and Protedlors, than the Means of terrifying 
and amazing us. We are not to think that 
the Father of Spirits^ who is always prefent 
with us, and governs the Intelledual as well 
as the Material Univerfe, will fufier wicked 
and malicious Beings to violate the Laws of 
Nature, purely to vex and torment others of 
his Creatures, who arc endeavouring to fervc 
him in Spirit andTruth. Such Thoughts arc 
extremely irreh'gious, as well as irrational } 
they not only affront and deprefs Human 
Nature, but are the highefl Indignity that 
can be ofiered to the Deity, by the natural 
tendency they have to lefTen our Opinion of 
his Goodnefs and CompafOon, and to make 
us withhold much of that filial Love and 
Reverence we always ought to pay to the 
Beft, the moft Gracious and Bountiful of aU 
Beings« 

/ atn^ Sir^ 

Tour very humhk Servant^ 

HiBEaNicas* 
N^ 32. 
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N* 32. Saturday, November 6, 1745' 

1*0 the Author of thc^ulflin JoumaL 
r- — ^id rides ? mutato ntmine H o lu 

SIR. 

O ht born iii IRELAND is 
nfually looked upon as a Misfor* 
tune, to that d^ee that People 
ufe the Phrafe with as little heuta*- 
tion as they do any other prover-. 
bial Expreilioui Yet I once knew a Gentle^ 
man, who faid. He had the Honour to be 
born in Ireland \ a Saying I have always re-* 
fledied on with a great deal of Pleafure. I 
think it no ways amifs that we Ihould reckon 
it an Honour to be bom in any Country 
where it is a Happinefs to live. And for that 
Reafon the Natives of a Land of Liberty 
nt^y juftly put a Value on themfelves on ac- 
count of the Place of their Birth. The great 
Apoftle of the Gentiles, however mortified 
to the Ways of the World, and the Oftenta- 
tion of Names and Titles, yet thoi^ht it in 
no wife unbecoming his Charader to boaft 
of his being Free-born. And tho we in this 
Kingdopi lie under m^ny Inconveniences, to 

S 2 which 
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which all Colonics are neceflarily (iibjcd, yet 
fo long as we enjoy our prcfent legal Con- 
ftitution, our Country is a Lan/i of Liberty 
and Happinefs* and we may reafonably exulc 
in a Privilege, which fo few of our neigh* 
bouring Nacions.have any Shadow of le&. 

For thcfe Realbns, I perfuade my fclf, 
the ingenious Gentleman, whb honours mc 
with the following Letter, Will nor think, 
upon fecond conlideracion, the Name HI* 
B E R N I C U S too low a Title for any Au- 
thor of this Nation, much left when affixed 
to Performances of fo perifhable a kind as 
thofc which have hitherto conw from that 
Hand. As much as I am obliged to him for 
fe extraordinary a Compliment, I cannot help 
thinking, that it Would be um>ardonable weak- 
nds and vanity in me to adume any of diofe 
iMgifterial Charadbrs he has recommended, 
and become the aukward Imitator of great 
Originals, which we humble Folks moft be 
content to contemplate and adAire at a 
djftaoce. 

But tho I am not diipoled to renotmce a 
Titte I was born to, I am dill hopeful, that 
need not be any Argument with the Gentle- 
fiian for difoontinuing a Correfpondence, 
which has already given me fo many agreea- 
bfc Opportunities of entertaining the PuUick 
a great deal better than I was capable of doing 
my felf. His Letters will always be wel- 
come, opon whatever Subjed: he thinks fit. 
Nor wiU it be any ofience to my imi^aied 

Gravity, 
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Gravity, for him to laugh out a whole Paper 
whenever he will; fmcc I am iiire, Mirth, 
uiuier fuch managemenr, cannot be judly 
offeaHve to the moft rigid Virtue alive, and 
may produce the fame good Efieds with DiA 
courfes of the mod grave and ferious Turn* 
Aoy Papers the Gentleman, or thoie Friends 
he mentions, ffaail deAre to comomnicate to 
che Publick thro' my Hands, if left with 
Meflieurs Smith and Bruce on tht Blind- 
Key, however tbey are direded, will always 
£ad their way to 

His very humble Servant^ 

HiBERNICUI. 

To H1BERNICU& 

SIR, 

T is the general Cuftom of thofe 
who write daily or weekly Papers 
for the improvement of Mankind, 
to aiTume fome Tide fignificative of 
their Defign, when they make their firft pub- 
lick Entry inta the World. The great Man, 
whofe imniorcal Lucubrations have been tran* ' 
Hated into mod of the European Ltnguagcf , 
appeared under the denomination of C E N- 
S O R of Great Britain : And moft Authors 
of that nature ever iince^ have imitated him 
in tUs refpeift, both in Engla$id 2dA Ireland. 
For inftance, not long fince, we had one who 
fct up with the pompous Title of D I C T A- 

S3 TOR; 
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T O R : But I fuppofe be was feofible fiich 
an Employment was of too great importance 
to he continued long in the fame Hands ; 
and he laid down his Commifiion with great 
Modefly, even in a Ihorter time than moft of 
his Roman Predecedbrs. 

You are now. Sir, the only Magiftrate 
of that kind among us \ but you want a very 
material Part of your Patent, that is^ a 
Magillerial Title : For to tell you the truth 
on't, HIBERNICUS, after all, is only 
Latin for TE AGUE. I therefore makt 
bold, as a Well-wifher of yours, to defire 
you would afTume fome founding Name of 
Power, applicable to your Employment, out 
of regard to Fools, or (which is the fame 
thing) to the generality of the World, who 
pay the utmoft deference to Emptioefs, if fet 
oft with Titles, but defpifc Wifdom in a pri- 
vate Station, and under a plebeian Name<t 
Befides, both my Friends and I, who would 
be glad to correfpond with you, are at a lofs 
how to do it, till you give us publicK Notice 
of the Nature of your Office. 

Werb the Tranfmigration of Souls ao 
Article of my Creed, I fhould be apt tp 
addrefs you under the Name of CENSOR 
REDIVIVUS: But, as I am no 2^*%(7. 
rean^ and befides have a good dieal of Na* 
tional Spirit about me, it gives me more fecrec 
Pleafure to look upon you as a natiye Aur 
thor of Ireland. 

Youi^ 
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Your Anfwer to thele Doubts will high- 
ly oblige us ; and if wc find by your future 
Title, that you are a Magiftrate of a mixt 
ancl cxtenfivc Capacity, wc Ihall then venture 
to communicate to you our Obfervations, and 
all our Complaints, on various Subjedis, which 
we have hitherto been deterred from doing, 
becaufe we did not know, whether you would 
vouchfafe to take under your confideration 
any other befides Moral Speculations. And 
we have always obfervcd fo much Gravity in 
your Writings, that (unlefe you give us fome 
encouragement) we Ihould blufh as much at 
lending you a merry Letter, as the Romans 
. did at ading their Frolicks before the aufterc 
Cato. 

This leads me to another piece of Ad- 
vice, which I have been ruminating on, ever 
fince your firft appearance abroad, and which 
I find was hinted to you before, by the Perfon 
who obliged the Publick with his agreeable 
Remarks on the Franchifes. 

You know. Sir, that Heraclitus whined 
^nd cried in^ Corner at the Vices and Follies 
of Mankind, without having an opportunity 
to wafli away the Icafl of them with all his 
Tears ; becaule no body was fond of coming 
CO fee his penitential Face. But T>emocritus's 
fncering merry Looks brought Crouds to gaze 
at him, as they would have done at a divert- 
Uig Mountebank: And when he had once 
gain'd that Point, by virtue of Satirical Ho- 
^us Tofusy he very often made them infen- 
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fibly fwallow his Philoibphical Pills^ at the 
fame time that they thought he was ramming 
them down their Neighbours Throats. 

I FANCY if you would imitate his ex- 
ample^ and run a little into the falhionable 
Humopr oi Harlequin^ it would procure your 
Papers attention from a great many Peribns, 
efpecially your "Pulvillo and Ejfence Men^ 
whom 1 obferve taking them up, and laying 
them down again immediately on the Coffee- 
Houje-Table, as foon as they have (melt what 
they call mufty Morality in the firft Line, 
which perhaps they are afraid would give 
them the Vapours, or at lead would difagrea 
with the gentler Scents which they cawy 
about them. 

Winter is begun, at which Seafon it is 
very u(ual to pafs away a tedious Evening 10 
ading Proverbs. What I have done in giving 
you thefe Advices, is no more than adtiog 
Shs Minervam ; and in t:hat Senfc I hope 
you will cxcufe, 

SIR, 

Tour humble Servant ^ 

N.N. 



N^33- 
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N^ 53. Saturday, November i^y 172 j. 

To HlBERNJCa& 

Xhfunt Divorum, Mars, Bacchus, ApdlOj Virorump 

Li 1 1. Gram. 

SIR. 






:H E N I read your Letter in the 
lad Saturdays Journal, I was not 
a little furprized to find Wonder^ 
and its mod extraordinary Ob* 
jeds, treated in fb ludicrous a 
manner. Not that I think it improper to 
apply Ridicule to the graved: Subjed, that 
beu^ the bed Ted to didinguifh Trtith from 
Impodure : But Wonder and Amazement 
probably fird gave ri(e to Devotion, and is 
near allied to Curiofity^ whidi b^at Know- 
lecke, and is therefore ii^ititled to Refped* 

The Appearance of Spirits and fiich 
'AiryBeings^ feems to be an Opinion which 
a Man thorowly Orthodox cannot fafely re- 
jed. This I ihall endeavour to prove from 
the Fathers, and other nnquedionable Autho- 
rities. 

If the Argument from univerfal Confcnt 
}^s ^ny weight, it i^ certain potbing deferves 
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more to be ranked in the Clafi of iunate Prin* 
ciples than this Opinion does : For none has 
beep more univenally received in all Ages 
and Countries, than that of the Exijlence of 
Sprits^ and their frequent Appearance, and 
Oonverfation with Mankind : Efpecially ib 
thofe Countries where Men have oeen long- 
eft guided by the Light of natural Reafbn, 
where their Underftandings have been le^ 
debauched by human Learning or vain Phi- 
lofbphy ; ere defigning Men found Profit, or 
obtained Power from the prevalency of their 
Dodrines ; whilft the World w^s blefTed with 
Simplicity of Manners, and People xhoughc 
and aded according to the Di<liates of pur^ 
Nature. 

That impure Sprits fliould in policy 
approach us with Blandijhment and Gaiety, I 
intircly agree with you \ and that thev adxi- 
aJiy do io, is manifeft from the following 
Authofs, who were undoubtedly great Lights 
in thofe dark Ages^ and fbme of them had 
their Knowledge at the fecond or third hand 
from the Fountain-Head. As for Hobgoblins 
and all frightful Apparitions^ I fireely give 
them up. -^ . . y 

St. Ambrofe writes, that the Ante4ilu* 
vian Giants were begot by the Angels upon 
Women, and that their Fall was owing to 
that filthy Copulation. St. Chryfoftom^ that 
Women not only pulled Men but Angels 
down from Heaven. LaEiantius lays, that 
(he Devil had Power given him upon Earth 

fionx 
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from the Beginning; for which Reafbn, wheo 
Mankind multiplied. Providence fent Guarr 
dian Angels to proted: them, but that (ubtle 
Deceiver made vfc of Women to defile thofe 
Angels. Jujim Martyr, Clemens Alexan* 
drinus^ and Tertullian impute the Angels Fall 
to their Terreftrial Amours. St. Auguftin 
thinks it cannot be doubted but that the 
^ Fauni and Sylvaniy vulgarly termed Incubi^ 
lufted after Women, and gratified thofe Luds 
in Bodies put on for that Occafion ; that there 
were certain T^amons among the Gauls^ by 
them called Dufli^ (from whence, according 
to Vojfius, and other eminent Criticks, wc 
have the familiar Name of T)uce) who daily 
attempted and committed that Uncleanneb, 
Pope Innocent VIII. in a "Decretal Epiftle^ 
commands his Inquifitors to execute their 
Office on certain Heretical Women, who 
fiiflered themfelves to be defiled by T>amons^ 
both Succubi and Incubi. A grave and learn- 
ed Author anfwers the Objedion, which 
fbme make, of the impoffibility that ipiritual 
Beings ihould converfe with Women atter the 
manner of corporeal Beings, in the ordinary 
way of Generation, thus, (I beg leave to 
give it in his owa words, as well for fear of 
Ipoiling his excellent Senfe by a bad Tranfla- 
tion, as to give my ingenious Friends in 
Dublin College an opportunity of Ihewing 
their Parts to their inquifitive Female Ac- 
quaintance) T>£mones non folum cum mulie^ 
ribus foire fajfe^ fid if ion jilios ver$ homi^ 

nes 
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ues frocreare^ n$n virtute froprii fim'mis^ 
quod nullum ex feipjis habent^ fed ipe alicu^ 
JUS hominis^ quod ipfi maribus turpiter Juc* , 
cubantes exceperunt^ exceptumque faminis 
incubantes infundunt ; ita {ut Auguft. de 
Trinitate ait) difponente^eo, ne fit ilk qui 
nafcitur filius "Damonis^ fed filius illius ho* 
minis a quo femen exceptum eft. He goes 
on and uys, tbac evil Angels delighc io 
Carnal Ob/cenities^ only out of cayy to tbc 
Happinefe and Good of Mankind, and not 
one of any fcnfe of Plcafure they have io 
icnfual Enjoyments. 

I wouiLD noc have your Fair Readers 
imagine, chat I have mentioned thele Paldages 
wijth a view of being fevere upon the Sex. as 
if all the Mifery of Men and Angels were 
owing to their Delufions. No, I always en- 
deavour to lean as light on them as podi^ 
ble. The principal and moft obvious Infe* 
xence which can fairly be drawn from thole 
Quotations, is, the irrefiftibk Power of 
Beauty, which conquers Men and Angels. 

W E are told that formerly Tagan Ladies 
often proved pregnant by Mars^ Jupiter^ 
Tan^ and fomje other amorous Deities : the 
Nymph to be fure was furprized by the God, 
in fome remote Shade or Fountain, and forced 
dfrcr much vain Refinance to an unwilltog 
Embrace. Nor could this be a contrivance 
to cxcufe the Effect of a guilty Paflicm for 
fome mortal Lover ; for Demigods and Htr- 
roes abovp the rank of Men, were the coop 
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ftant IflTue of thofe Rapes. How much more 
then may we foppofe that ^amofis (envious 
and malicious Beings) take pleafore in the 
Spoils of Innocence and Beauty 1 For my 
P^rt, I don^t queftion, but many a poot 
Lady, whq has loft her Reputation by a: 
dirty Footman^ has been deluded by one of 
theic airy Raviftiers dilguifed in a Livery. 

I A M of the reverend Prelate's Opinion, 
That Damons (unlefs they be very unnatu- 
ral ones indeed) do not much converle with 
the Old add Vgly. By what I can obferve. 
Women in fucn circumftaoces are generally 
as vktuous as any of the Sex. Nature has 
too well fecured their Reputation from the 
Malice of thofe invijibk Gallants ; as a learn- 
ed Judge declared upon the Bench, There are 
none but young Women Witches now-a-days. 
I could produce numberlefi Quotations out 
of facred and profane Authors, where Charms 
Fafcinations, and Inchantments, are charged 
upon the Toung and Handfom ; Terms never 
applied with any Elegance or Propriety to 
Matrons above forty five. I appeal to every 
unprejudiced Perfon, whether ever he per- 
ceived any Magick in the Tongue or Eyes 
of a Great Grandmother. One thing \i 
remarkable as to married Women, that few 
Births or Mifcarriages of theirs, either in 
Vagan Or Chriftian times, have been imputed 
XX} thefe foperadtwal Operations, unlels the 
Husband had been abfent in Wat, or on fomc 
other Occafion, for nine Months fucccfliveiy, 

as 
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2S it happened in the cafe of Amphitryon : 
however I think Jupiter aded a little oddly 
in that matter, to adume a Shape which 
nothing but his Omnipotence could make 
him agreeable in. Whether Matrimony fe- 
cures Women from the Attacks of thofc 
malicious Incubi, as Old Age does, by faviog 
. their Reputation ; or whether the Guardian* 
(hip of thofe TOamons ceafes, when the Rites 
of Marriage arc performed, I ihall not take 
upon me to determine. But this I muft lay, 
that if the above Hypothefis be true^ it is 
the higheft Prudence and Virtue in every 
young Lady, when (he comes to the Age of 
Maturity^ to change her Guardian, I mean 
her ^amon^ for a Husband. I could never 
blame one who has been kept waiting, by the 
Cruelty or Negled of Parents, till fixteen j 
if to avoid the Danger of fuch unnatural Em-^ 
braces, (he threw herfelf into the Arms of the 
iirft mortal Man that asked her. Confider 
how perilious mud the Condition of a Maid 
be, who carries her Enemy along with hec 
wherever flie goes ; he waits upon her in her 
i&ofi private Returement, * whether at her 
Toilette or Devotion ; nor Locks nor Masks 
can hide her from him ; he hovers over het 
Bed, fees every Motion, and knows every 
Thought that heaves her fwelling Bolbm ; he 
in the mean time always watchine a lucky 
Moment to undo her. I tremfcde when I 
think of the £ital Con(equeaces. 

u 
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I T were to be wifhed indeed, that to pre* 
vtnt any future unneceflary Conliimption of 
Old IVotnen^ the Interpreters of our Lav^r 
would reftore the Ad ^ainft Witchcraft to 
its true and genuine Signification : That here- 
after the Punifhment may be inlfided on fiich, 
M by Tattbingy Ogling. Smiling, Glancing, 
and fiich like mifchievous and diabolical Arti- 
fices^ endeavour to torment and deftroy his 
M^efty's Male People. This is a growing 
Evil, and ought to be timely prevented. The 
Town is every day filling witn Toung fFitcA- 
es. Unlefs fome are made Examples foon, it 
will not be (afe to go to Church or Play- 
Houfe, without a Wife, or fome fuch SpeU 
or Antidote about one. But becaufe Com^' 
pa/Hon often prevents the execution of Laws 
which are very Penal ; I humbly propofe a 
milder Puniihment for this Offence. As in 
fome Countries a Man who debauches a Vir-^ 

gin, is obliged to marry her himielf, or give 
er ftich a Portion as may provide her a kiit* 
able and convenient Husband ; fo in the othec 
Cafe, where any Woman has been found guil- 
ty of fuch wicked Pradices, fhe might be 
obliged to marry the Man, or to ufe other 
proper Means to reftore hini to his former 
Health and Tranquillity, at the eledion of the 
injured Perfon ; provided always, fhe be noe 
ai^ially under Cover at the time of the Of* 
fence committed. 

/ am^ Sir, yours. Sec. 

ACAD£MICU& 

N° 34: 
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J:^<^^ 



A'r 



N^ 34. Saturday. November 20, 1725. 
To the Author of the T)ublin Journal. 

Humanius efl Jeridere vitam, quam deplorare ; adjia^ 
quod dt humaao quoque genere melius meretur qui 
ridet illudj quam qui luget* Sen* 

SIR, 

IJHAVE fccn in fome of your 

! former Papers a large EfTay upon 
Laughter^ which gave me very 
« good hopes of your favourable 
^ attention to a^ very heavy Com- 

{>laint I have to make of fome Grievances I 
abour under, arifing from a Caufe of a very 
oppofite Nature, and produdive of widely 
different EfTeds. 

There is an unaccountable Humour 
which prevails among fome Peribns profeffing 
an extraordinary degree of Devotion and 
Piety, of not only baniftiing out of tbei* 
own Converfttion every thing of Mkth and 
Gaiety, but impofing a difinal Countenance, 
and a referved, if not fiillen Behaviour, upon 
all their Acquaintance,* as the fole Condition 
of enjoying any ihore in their good Opinion. 
A chearful Temper is with them a Mark of 

2 want 
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wane of <2race ; and let a Mao ihun all man- 
Ber of Wickedoeis as much as he can, he 
ihall never be thought fufficiently ibrrowliil 
for his Sins, nnlels he puts his Companions 
CO the trouble of repenting for them as well 
as himfelf 

I T has been my misfortune to refide for 
ibme time, in the quality of Chaplain, with 
a very Honourable and Religious Tamily, 
but unhappily far gone in this Diftemper; 
which has given me the more uneafinefs, as 
I have always been my felf of a contrary 
Difeofition. Nature has beftowed upon me 
a florid Look, and a chearful Afped:; and 
neither the Pleafures nor Studies of my Youth 
hav$ been violent enough to make me pais 
for a more elderly grave Perfon than I really 
am. For this redbn, all my Endeavours to 
gather the Mufcles of my Face ifito a Form 
which may render me acceptable to the Fami- 
ly, have hitherto proved unfucceftful. Not 
tnit that the melancholy Circumdances I am 
in, have had already a very remarkable ESh£t 
CO my Countenance, and thrown a good 
deal more of this outfide Sandity into my 
Vifage, than ever I expeded to have been 
Maf&r of. However, all this is not fuffi- 
cient ; a Man muft look like one of the Fafis 
of the Church, before his Fiery can be ap- 
proved by thole I am concerned with. If 
the cuftomary Gloom which my Brow has 
contraifled fince I came among them, happens 
ac any time to be a little diflipaced, 1 am 
Vol. I. T imme- 
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immediately thought not to behave my fclf 
iuitably to the Sacred Charader with which 
I am invefted. A harmlefs Jell is fure to be 
retorted, by remindiDg me of the Accom^t 
J am one day to give of every idle Word. 
And a free Laugh would go near, in their 
Opinion, to entitle me to Degradation. 

In all other refpe<2s I have no manner of 
reafon to be diffatisfied with my Condition. 
I am not treated, as I know feveral Gentle- 
men of my Coat are in Ibme other Families. 
There are no Injunctions laid upon me in 
relation to Cujiard and Tart. AJl the Ser- 
vants are tauglit to look upon me as one 
they have no right to be familiar with ; by 
which means I am enabled to preferve an 
exaiSl Neutrality among them, and fiipporc 
my Charader, without incurring the Neglect 
or Ill-will pf any of them. I am not under 
any neceffity of currying Favour even with 
the Butler. On all thefe accounts, I think 
it my duty to try all the ways I poffibly can 
to pleafe lo kind a Patron. I have failed my 
ielf to a Skeleton, and am always provided 
with a fuiiicient quantity of four Small Beer, 
to give me the greater Air of Mortification. 
Yet notwithdanding all the Pains I am at, 
there dill remain fo many unrelenting Fea- 
tures in my Face, that I almoft begin to de- 
(pair of ever acquiring the Charader of one 
grave and ferious enough for a Clergyman^ 
unlefs I (hould make love to my Lady's Gen- 
tlewoman, whofe Vzxhtx and Temper arc 

both 
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both admirably well calculated, not only for 
patting a Man in mind of hi^ latter End, but 
making him wifli for it too. But as I have 
known feveral Gentlemen in my Station fall 
under fbme Inconveniences by this Method, 
I do not think it would be altogether fo pru^^ 
dent in me to follow the Example. 

Unfortunate as I am, in being thus 
efteemed a Pcrfon.of too much Levity and 
Supplenefs of Temper, there are none who 
know me can reproach me with any thing 
immoral or profane. And if I know my 
own Heart, I am fo far from having the 
lead Averfion to Piety and Devotion, that 
there is nothing iff the World afibrds me 
greater Joy, than rhat God has permitted 
luch an Intercourfe betwixt him and his Crea- 
tures, and given them iuch great Encourage- 
ment to carry it on/ It gives me unlpeakable 
Pieafure, at the proper Seafbns, to retire 
from the World, and offer to my Creator 
the iilent Sacrifices becoming a Man and a 
Chriflian. Nor am I lefs pleafed, when I 
obfervc my Fellow-Creatures joining toge- 
ther with me in the fame Ads, in the pub- 
lick Worihip and Offices of the Church. In 
all this I can be fufficiently ferious, with- 
out carrying foul Weather in my Counte- 
nance ; and Jknow no reafbn for putting on 
a four Look, when I anl employed in one 
of the beft Adions a rational Creature is 
capable o£ 

T i Want 
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Want of Charity, I am very fsnCMe^ 
is highly criminal io every Cafe; and wc 
ought to be exceeding wary of acculing any 
Perfbn of Hypocrify or Infincerity in their 
reh'gtous Profeifions. Yet, I think, all extra- 
ordinary Appearances of Devotion are juftly 
liable to the $uipicion of proceeding as much 
from Hnmovir, and the Mechanimi of the 
Body, as from a reafonablc and jdl S«Die 
of Religion. And (ho I have the m^ con- 
vincing Evidrace, that the Perfena whoie 
Pra<flice I am now complaining of are People 
of true Religion and Virtue^ yet fevertl Ok^ 
fervations I have made to our Family have 
fcrved to confirm ipe in* the Opinion* that 
our Devotion may frequently fpring from 
Caufes very remote from them, and coofe- 
quently produce Efied^ which ought not to 
be afcribed to thenL I have often known 
our Houie grow more than ordinary tcM^ 
gious during the long Continuance of an 
£aflerly Wind A cloudy Day is cooftantly 
lure to increafe the Labours of my Funiftion. 
And I once remember^ upon the Deadi of 
my Lady's Lap-dog, there was a great Re-^ 
trenchment of Luxury it the Table fi>r iq>- 
wards of a Week, during which whole time 
we had almoft no other Topick of Difconrfe, 
than the Vanity of all lubluoary Enjoy* 
ments. 

Among other Ai^;uments nrged ia de« 
fence of this melancholy and auftere v«y of 
Living, I think one of the principal is, that 

the 
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the Confideraticii of our Mortality is rcry 
oeceflary to wean our Hearts ftom the Fol- 
lies of this World, and to induce us to the 
Pradice of Religion and Virtue ; and that 
liieh a Coniideration cannot but give a great 
Alarm to Human Nature, and oujsht to im- 
prefi us with the deepeft and molt bumbling 
Senle of our frail and tranfitory Condition. 
I ihali allow this Ailment its foil Force. 
He muft be fomething more or lefe than 
Man, who does not frequently and very 
ferioufty too, confider himfelf as a mortal 
Being, and who has not long to continue in 
this World. But prav, where is the Connec* 
tion betwixt ferioufhy regarding our latter 
End, and living a^ if we had our Grave- 
Stone always before our eyes ? Our buiitaefs 
here \s to do all the Good we can, fo long 
as it pleafes God to lengthen out the Thread 
of our Being ; and this is not to be done, if 
we muft lie down and languiih away in the 
perpetual Contemplation of what it is not in 
<rar power either to haften, or prevent. The 
beft, indeed the only Preparation for Deatb^ 
id a virtuous Life ; and there can be no Vir- 
tue without A(Sion, nor any Adion truly 
virtuous, which does not flow from a ready 
«nd chearfol Mind As for that Preparation 
for Death, which confifts in the conftant 
frightful Meditation and Apprehenfion of it, 
I cannot help thinkins; it fully as abfurd, as 
it would be to fpend any Portion of our 
Time in tombering the Sands of an Hour^ 

T 3 Glafs, 
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Glafs, or cafting up the Moments , betwixc 
one Point of Puration and another. How 
ridiculous would it look ip a Man to debar 
hii^ifelf of thj? Comforts and Decencies of 
Life, in a Houfe which he. only held by 
a Leafe ? And is nqt this z Cic exai^ly 
parallel with theirs, who make the fhort- 
iieis of ]Life an Argument for spending it 
either in a dull fpiritlels Indifference, or in 
frontinu^l Heart-breakings and Bittprnefs of 
Soul? . 

One of my Profeflion can hardly forbear 
remarking how feveral Paflages of Holy 
Scripture are perverted, to juftify this dif* 
coniolate forrowful Teniper of Mind. Be- 
caufe the PfalmiA, and (ome other Infpired 
Writers, when labouring under great Afljic- 
tioos both of Mind and 6ody, have diicharg- 
ed their Grief in very pathetick and mourn* 
ful Expreflions, this is no Reafon at all for 
making fuch ^ kind of Behaviour a Ted of 
religious Serioulhefs in thoie who are not in 
the like uncomfortable Circumftances^ And 
yet how often do we hear thole Accounts 
of T>ayid^s going about mourning all the 
^ay4ong^ Watering his Couch with bis 
Tears, and fuch like Expreflions of Grief, 
given as Inftances proper to influence the 
Fradice of People now-^-days ? This is a 
very unworthy way of dealing with the 
Scriptures ; fince there is nothing more evi- 
iJent, from the whole Tenor of them, than 
that the contrary Difpontion is rather re- 

' commende4 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



H I B E R N I c u s'5 Letters. 279 

commanded as a Chriftian Daty. Praife is 
one of the moft efTcntial parts of divine Wor- 
ihip ; and how chat can be rightly performed 
without Joy and Gladnefs of Heart, I am 
utterly at a loft to difcover, and no lefs to 
conceive how fuch a Frame of Mind can 
accompany our Devotions, and yet produce 
nothing but a profound Sadnefs ancl fettled 
Gloom in every other Adlion of Life. 

Many excellent Things have I read, and 
heard upon the Subje<ft of refigning ourlelves 
to the difpofal of Providence, and being con- 
tent with that (late of Life in which it had 
placed us, as the Character both of a Chrif- 
tian and Heroick Spirit. Now, I am fure, 
there can be no better proof given of foch a 
Spirit, than what a free unclouded Behaviour, 
and pleafant Converiation afford us. For 
how is it poflible for a Mind to find it felf 
at Eafe ana Tranquillity, without difcharg- 
ing Ibme part of that Joy with which it is 
filled ? And can there be a furer Sign, that 
Men truly and perfcdly acquielce in their 
own Condition, than when by their agree- 
able Humour they endeavour to divert the 
Cares of others, and contribute to the Eafe 
and Delight of thofe with whom they con- 
verfe? 

If all this ihould not be able to prevail 
with feme ferious People to be pleafant 
themfelves, it fhould at lead influence them 
to make feme charitable allowances for thofe 
of Si more blithe and jocund Confliitution ; 
T 4 who, 
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who, confideriog the many Sorrows we are 
all expofed to in this World, may be very 
fafely indulge the liberty of a little Relax- 
ation from the Labour of thinking cooftant* 
ly on the more folemn and important Coo* 
cerns of Life. To encour^e and chear Men 
under their Difficulties, is certainly a much 
better Method, than to ruffle their Minds by 
an over-frequent ftlrhng up the Remembrance 
of them. That we are all fubjcift to Mifcry, 
is but too fure ; yet fince a great part of 
our Mifery riies from our own Refiediont 
it is more agreeable to Humanity to endea* 
Your to divert the Thoughts, and heal the 
Wotmds of Mankind, than by a perpetual 
dolorous Aiped:, and melancholy Speeches, 
make their Diieafes more vifihle and afie<%* 
ing. 

I SUBMIT all tbis^ withdueDeference^ to 
your ConfKkration ; and am. 

Sin 
Tour very humble Servant^ 

Timothy Scarf. 
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''4^' 



N^ 35. Saturday^ N&vefnber ay, 1725. 




Tb.HlBERNICUS. 
Quodcunque cfiendis mihific^ iticredulus odu H H, 

SIR, 

HAVE always had the utmoft 
r^ard Sot the Stage in general^ 
and for juft Adors ia paiticular : 
I conflder a good Trageay« fouod-^ 
ed upon Truth, as a fine Htftort* 
cal Ptece, beautifully reprefeuted in a movii^ 
Pidure, which I ttunk infinitely liiperior to 
the' Still-life of mere Hiftory, not only as 
it has the advantage of Motion, but becaufe 
a good Poet can make ufe of feveral lively 
ColoorSt which the Hiftorian^ by the Cha- 
tader of his Profeflion, is forbid to ufe : And 
when I fee a good number of feled Come- 
dies a<Sed fuccefiively^ I frame them in my 
Mind, ib as to make out of them all one 
Grotefque Miniature of the Humour of the 
World In this contemplation of the Stage^ 
I have often reflicaed on Fontenelle's Wifli, 
To ftand fiifpended in Air, and fee the Globe 
turn round under him, that he m^t have 
a varying ProlpeiSfc of Crops and Crefients^ 
I rocky 
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rocky Delarts apd fruitful Valleys, Turbants 
and full bottomed Wigs, Ncgroe Women and 
European Beauties. This Pleafure, which 
be only enjoyed in Imagination, we pofTeis 
in Reality, by a conftant Attendance on a 
Series of Comedies : For there we are en- 
tertaitfd with a circular Reprefentation of 
Men of Bravery, and of Bullies, Pedants and 
Beaux, Prudes and Coquets, Superannuated 
Toafls, and blooming Beauties* 

As for juft AdorS) I have a great e^e^^m 
for them, and cannot but highly blame the 
tinreafbnable treatment given to that Pro- 
icflion in Ibme Countries abroad, where (hey 
excommunicate the Tlayer^ and fave the 
^oet. I dare lay, none of them are defirous 
of raifing uneafy Blufhcs in the Cheeks of 
their fair Spectators, if the Author did not 
oblige them to it : And I will venture to 
affirm in their names, that if thefe Nations 
abounded with STEELES, every Man of 
Senfe among them would cbufc to be a 
BEVIL rather than a DON JOHN. I 
acknowledge my felf highly indebted to 
fbme of them f6r the little Advantages which 
my Friends tell me I have in point of Gefture 
at the Bar, above other Men of Underftand* 
ing and X^earning, at leaft equal to mine ;' 
and I fhall ever remember with a publick- 
fpirited Gratitude, that Rome ^y^t^ Qicero in 
a great meafure to Rofcttis, and England ^ 
one of its njoft famous jPulpit-Orators to Mr. 
Better ton. 

Afte^ 
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After the great Regard which I have 
exprefTed for the Stage^ I believe no body 
will be fiirprized, if I tell them that my 
Concern for the Decency and Dignity of the 
Theatre (when I iee any thing miunanaged 
there) dtfcompofes me all the reft of the 
Evenii^ and fbmetimes even difturbs my 
Sleep. Laft night in particular, at my return 
from the Play-houfe, there came into my 
mind a croud of Refledions on (everal things 
I had obferved to be faulty (at leaft to my 
Tafte) at different times ; and they blended 
themfelves in &ch a manner in my head, 
that when I went to bed, they wrought} 
themfelves into the following Dream. 

I THOUGHT I was in tPA^/^'s Dominions, 
and (landing near his Tribunal, when, on 
a fudden, I faw a great Croud approaching 
in a very tumultuous manner : I enquired of 
Ibme of them what the matter was, and 
they told me they were bringing ibme Com- 
plaints, occafioned by an Account which 
Mercury had lately given them, of Indigni- 
ties offered them upon the Stage in the Upper- 
World. This having raifed my Curiofity, I 
prefTed in among them to hear ; and the firft 
Perfon who fpeke ^zs. Alexander^ >vho for 
bimfelf, and in the names of feveral other 
Heroes, complained that they were fbme- 
times perfbnated by Adors of a Size and 
Shape entirely different from theurs ; and 
that he^ in p^uticular, had often been repre- 
feated by Quq who was big enough to bold 

him 
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bim in bis Belly; fa cbtt they wbo vfttc 
unacquaioted with Hiftory^ mighc miftako 
bim for a Corpalenc ^utch Bnrgomafter^ 
ioftead of ad adire Hero t To which he 
addedy that they made binii and other Wor« 
tbies of Antiquity^ wear a certain kind of 
an Hair-buih upon their Head% which bong 
down in a very nneafy manner befew ibeir 
ftoulders, and entirely fpoiled cbetc martial 
Air. Upon this, Tlut0 told bim^ that be 
was a Very improper Perfbn to bead tbd 
Matecontents in relation to Nem Fajhkns^ 
confidering that be in bis Life-time bad t%^ 
changed the Macedonian Dre(3 for % Ter^ 
Jian ; but that boweyer^ out of regard to bid 
Merit in otiiAr refpeiS^^ be Wooid not fejed 
his Compbdilt. 

Next came d Troop of ^eens and 
Heroines^ led by the atdlere IPorciaf who 
Ipokc with great VdheoieDce agalnft a fan^ 
taftical part of I^efs, wbich (as the waggilb 
Mercury bad informed thern^ made tbeia 
every one look bke a Witch in a Circle. 
When Queen Eltzaheth, who (tood at a 
diftanCe from the PlaintiiTs, beaid this, ft< 
(iame up to the Tribunal ; and as ibe is very 
£tmiliar with ^luto upon account of ber iw* 
common good Senfe and Wit^ file wbi(ber^ 
^ lometbing in his Ear, which made mm 
faiie in fpite of his Gravity ; upon Which 
be turned ai>out to Tercia^ and told btfr. 
That if Jhe had Itved m this Age^ jhi 
Unght ^erh^s have fimd tbt^ MdChiHe 

very 
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very convenient^ and ((aid he) // it hdf any 
Faukj it is on/y the "want of a larger Cir^ 
cumference at the Top, fitch as the QOOD 
Q^U E E N teUs me was worn in her 
GOLDEN DAYS. As far the Ckculaf 
Figure of ir^ be defired them to be mdef 
no concern about that ; for he was credibly 
informed that it gave them fuch a Magical 
Air, as he could aflure them did them no 
diilervice. 

This Raillery (confidering whom ic 
came from) railed inch a Laughter^ that the 
whole Afiair had k*ke to have dropt, if Imoin^ 
ela bad not advanc'd» who repreiented to 
fPJnto, that this was no Subjed of Merriment 
U} any of thofe who were daily killed at the 
Theatre ; and that for her part, the aforelaid 
Machine had liich an ill Efl^ed: once, when 
ber Reprefentative fell dead on a certain 
8taae» that if ber Oroonoko bad not had the 
proence of Mind to tread on the Circle of 
Ber Petticoat, Ihe fhould have been in fuch 
confufion, that ten to one ihe would never 
have been able to get up again. In fhort 
(added Ihe) with Mr agreeable fimplicity, 
and tears in her eyes. If you have any te^ 
gard to our Honour and Reputation, corred; 
this Abufe, that no younc Fop in the Pit may 
any more have realon to ooaft thut he i|;Lnow9 
the colour of Jmoinddt Garters. 

TLVTO bit his Lips heartiry, to pre- 
vent debafing his judicial Gravity, by a loud 
Lai^hter : And for fear of hearing any more 

Complaints 
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Complaiats which might fdrce one at laft horn 
him, he immediately called Mercury^ and 
ordered him to carry up the foIlowingRegu- 
latioQS to the Players, upon pain of being 
torn by the Chinuera whenever they camti 
down to his Dominions* 

I. THAT noHerOyeJpecialiy Altiwi^tty 
Jhall have a big Belly. 

II. THAT the Play.Houfe Taylor Jhall 
apply for Information of the Fajhims of the 
fever al Ages^ to the Antiquaries. 

III. THAT the Stage-Barber, whom the 
frefent Age calls Wig-maker, jhall fupply 
thofe who have no Hair of their own^ with 
fomething injiead of ity which jhall look like 
Hair. 

IV. And Laftly. THAT if the Mock- 
Queens ^;^^ Heroines are unwilling to part 
with their Circle-Petticoats, at leajl they 
jhall take due care^ out of regard to the 
Memory of thofe whom they reprefent^ to 
fall with their Heads towards the Tit. 

As foon as Mercury had received thefe 
Emulations, he damped fb loud with his 
Foot againft the Ground, in order to bound 
upward with greater Adiyity, that I awaked, 
and found the Noife was really occafioned 
by a litigious Widow thumping early ac 
my Door, to confulc me about a much gra- 
ver Affiiir. 

If 
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If you are noc fallen afleep over this tedi«* 
ous Dream, give me leave to alTure you, 
that I am with fincerity, 

S I R, Tours, 8cc. N. N. 

jP. 5. As I am a free Batchelor, owe no 
Debts, and eat no Suppers, my Dreams may 
challenge Ibme Title to Veracity : If they 
have the good fortune to pleafe you, you 
fhall, whenever you pleaie, command my 
fleeping Thoughts, as (bme fmall return for 
the agreeable Inftrudions which your Papers 
afford me when I am awake. 



N^ 35. Saturday, December/^, ly^y* 
To the AuTHoa of the Dublin JonmaL 



^Eheuy 



Quam temere in no/met legem fancimus iniquam ! Hor. 

S f R. 

INSENSIBILITY of the Opi- 
nions the World about us may 
have concerning our Behaviour and 
Condud, is certainly a very dan- 
geroQS Thing, as it deprives us of 
one of the mod powerful Motives to virtuops 
A(%on» difcovers an infolent Contempt of 

Mankind, 
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Mankind, and lays us open and aoguarded 
^gainft every tumuit of Paflion, or extrava- 
gance of Defire, The beft therefore, and 
mod inoffeoflve Difpofitions are dbally the 
moft fubje<a to the Paflton of Shame, and feel 
the greateft uneafinefs at fallinc; under Re* 
proadi and Calumny. And wife Men, how- 
ever fenfible that Fame is but an imaginary 
BlcflTmgi will yet endeavour to get into pot 
feflion of it, on account of the greater Op- 
portunities it aflbrds then) of exerting their 
Wildom and Virtue. For let the morafor in- 
telledual Qualities of Men be as good and as 
great as they will, unlefs the World knows^ 
or believes them to be io, they can be of but 
very little^ if any fervice at aU to Mankind ; 
and the PoflefTors of them, tho ptherwife ca- 
pable of the nobleft and moft generous Under^* 
takings, muft pais thro' Life, without leaving 
any vifible footfteps of their Goodnels behind 
them. 

This Circumftance of human A&irsihould 
be a very ftrong Amoment with thofc who 
pretend to the fmalleft portion of Publick 
Spirit, to be exceeding tender and careful of 
the Charader and Reputation of their Ne^h- 
hours, and to put the beft Conftradtioo on all 
their Adions they poftibly will bear ; fince 
by doing lb thev give to Mdtitodes what at 
once animates tneir Virtue, and puts them in 
capacity for exercifing it. And fordy to ge- 
nerous Minds^ there cannot be a more power^ 
^1 Motive to any Adiod, than the confide- 

ration. 
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tatioiv tfaafi our doiiig ic has a dired: teadency 
at once to make Men in love with Virtae) and 
enable them to pnrfae ir. 

And' as, on the other hand, nothing is 
more uibal than for Men who happeq to fall 
under Detradion, and a general Difrepate^ 
to grow weary of Virtue, and take up ReicK 
lutions of committing in reality the Criines 
which are felfly laid to their charge ; there 
does not feem a more efiedual Method . fbt 
Perfbns of a malevolent Difpoficion to compafs 
their Ends, than the Pradice of thofe little 
underhand Arts which lefTen the Charaders of 
Men, and render them fafpeded by their 
Nei^ibours. Man is bpth a proud and a re- 
vei^diil. Creature. The Seeds of Wrath and 
Refentmentjare plentifully fown in our natural 
Temper. And there are no Injuries which 
touch us fo fenfibly as thofe that affed our 
Reputation, and the Figure we im^ine our 
felves capable of making among Mankind. 
Any attempts therefore to diminilh that^muft 
neceiTatily raife ill Blood ; and unlefs our Vir- 
tue be very great indeed^ and well fecured by 
good Senfe and Refledion^ it is a great ha- 
zard, but to be revenged on the World that 
has thus injured us, we pay it back in its 
own Coin, and barter away our Innocence^ 
out of pure Spite at the Injuflice which has 
been done us. And in Cafes where Men 
have been really culpable, I believe the Ob- 
fervatipQ will generally hold, that Ccofure. 

VoLL U inftead 
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ipftead of reforiBing thcin, ooly changes mat* 
ters ^om bad to worfe. 

Notwithstanding t)ie& obvious ill 

Ef{e<Ss which flow from fiich a Pfadlice, it is 

certaioi there are verv many P^^^ in the 

World, who, tho ia the ix\atn fldaly virtu* 

ous and Lovers of Maukiod, yet are too apt 

to jad^e uncharitably qf the ConduA of tbeor 

Neighbours, take great pleaTuie in rippu^ i^ 

their Fauks, and DoUim in a very indifcreec 

manner not only tneir Vices, but even tbeii 

Blind-fides and Imperfediohs. Tea-TalUes are 

Bot the only Places where Scandal is uttered 

with licence. There are few Compaaies cao 

away an Evening together, withooc ta- 

to pieces iMoit CbaraAw or other, and 

each others Spleen againft aa ableot, 

and very o|ren an lanocent Psiibn. The 

Zealots of diflfeient Sed% in Rehgioa, and 

Parties in the State, Competitors in TV^e, 

Rivals for a Milfa[e6, or Peilbaf any o- 

therwife di%ufledt are uftiaUv the Kople 

who b^in this edifying^ kind of Conver- 

fation; and by dtopping ungeoffr^ns Hintt 

»id hi^ Stories of their Antagonifls, endea* 

vouc to prejudice the Ccmtpooy againft them* 

This is what geueraUy (lasts the Came} ^md 

there are to be jfound People ilUaasuredeaovgk 

to pur&e it for ap other Snd ithan their Di« 

verfion. 

A VBRV &Mllde«ee of R<#6diofr might 
ferve Men upoa fiich occafiQjps t« cNcovep, 

that 
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fhac visty little Credit is due to any Fads de- 
livered by Pef foos in Ibch circumdanccs, and 
in that tnanner ; and that no M^n's Chara- 
^ef otigbt to hffcx upon fcich flender and un- 
certain Infbtmation. And therefore to re- 
pe^ and prop^ate private Scandal, (hews grear 
w eaknds, as WeU as teuch lU-natdre. If Mat- 
ters are rightly examined, \^e ftall frequently 
find, thit Men talk ill of their Neighbours, 
not ty much f^om any knowledge of their bad 
QMtlfitf^, as pure igtiotance of their good 
6ttes» For true Vittue is always accompanied 
With gfcatModefty, and loves to conceal it fclf. 
Abd faedce Men may entertain very bad Opi« 
AlOnsof ehofe wh* are very far from deferving 
thctn^ Many Men have been flighted and de* 
^^d, eten hated, and run down in all Com- 
mies, by People who have afterwards turn- 
ed thetf great Admirers. The prefent Ape 
6aS pifodiiced more than one or two great Mi- 
diftert, \*Ko iA thehr Life-tiihe were treated 
tirith* no* better Titles than Plunderers of the 
Poblick, Betrayers of their Country, and the 
like, who yet have been univerfally regretted 
at their Death. It happens not feldom, that 
Pei4bnS who have induftrioufly fliunn'd the 
C<}Aipatiy of each other fbr a long time, which 
certainly Aiuft have proceeded from a very 
ftrong mutual Averfion and Difefleem, have 
at fejm been mollified, and become very en- 
tire and ititimate Friends. And I have known 
fhote than oiice a young Lady for years to- 
gt^t i«il in all places againft a Gentleman, 

V a with 
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with whom flie has afterwards lived very 
comfortably in the quality of a Wife, and has 
found her greateft Happinefs in the (ble pof- 
feffion of a Heart, wherein ihe would once 
have had it believ'd, there did not lodge fo 
much as any one Virtue ; and all this to make 
amends for the horrid things (he was every 
moment laying to his charge. 

From thek Coniiderations we may not 
only perceive the ill tendency of unjuft Cen- 
fure in general, but alio arm our (elves ^ainft 
an over Credulity of all thofe little Tattles 
and Whifpers, which make up the Converia- 
tion of envious or idle People. If there be 
evident Signs of Spite and Ill-Nature either 
in the Authors or the Carriers of any unhand* 
(bme Report, I am iure that is a jufl Rea- 
fbn to fulped: the Truth of it. And in fome 
of the Inftances given it is plain, that Jealoufy 
may give birth to Scandal, and that People 
Ibmetimes talk ilightingly of a Man not out 
of Ill-will, but over-great Fondnefs, and a 
Defire to monopolize him themlelves. So 
that iince both Love and Hatred are capable 
of producing mifreprefentations of Mens Ani- 
ons and Cbara<3ers, we ought to have much 
better Proofs than Table-Talk, and general 
Difcouries, before we entertain an ill Opinion 
of any of our Fellow- Creatures. 

Common Fame, like all other Babblers, 
is very notorious for lying ; and the beft and 
worthieft Part of Mankind are generally the 
greateft SufTercrs by hen The lazy and indo- 

lent 
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lent Part of the Species, efpecially if they be 
People of Fortune, come ott well enough, and 
pafs thro' Life with what is called a lair and 
unblemifti'd Charader, purely on account of 
their being worthlefe ; for an unadive Vir- 
tue, which does neither good nor hurt, de- 
(erves no bfetter Epithet. But Men of Vigour 
and Spirit, who are adive in the Affairs of 
Mankind, and endeavour to fignalize them- 
felyes by Enterprizes of Difficulty and Ha- 
zard, having many Competitors, and being 
expofed to the full View of the World, are 
the People who the fooneft fall under the La(h 
of wicked and licentious Tongues. Little 
Minds love to be Spies upon thofe of a fupe- 
rior Genius, and peep into their private Con* 
dud, for the Leachery of finding out fomc 
Fault there, which may reduce them to a Le- 
vel with themfelves ; and if a Blemifli is not 
to be found. Envy and Malice will fbon make 
one. Agreeable hereunto we find, that Peo- 
ple of the lowed Size both of Virtue and Un- 
derftanding are moft addided to Detrad^ioa 
and Scandal. And as the general Charad:crs 
of Men depend upon the Vulgar, a general 
Charadcr, efpecially if a vitious one, has the 
fame degree of Improbability for being true, 
as there is that an expofed Infant ihould not 
be a Baftard ; both being the Produd of un- 
known Fathers, and taken up from the Street* 
But over and above the Injuftice that may, 
and frequently is done to Men by an over- 
hafty Ceafure of their Aiftions, or liflcning to 

U 3 • tho 
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the Reports of Whifecrcrs and Talc;-bcaref$ 
againft them, we really do ao Injury to oof 
felves by giving into fo Hotle 9nd low a Prance, 
For the wuc Liberties we tak^ with others^ 
we necefTarily give to <;hem« This holds trc^ 
in all Crimes, bt^tefpeciaUy inthia ATi^icf, 
or a Murderer may hs^pcn to fecort? himfclf 
againft Reprizals, but a Slanderer cs^nnot; 
and the belt of Men have ^ g^eat many Frail* 
ties, and have conjmitted niany Errors and 
Slips, which they would be very unwilling 
the World ihould be acquainted witL To be 
. tender of the Reputation of othets. is there^ 
fore one of the Mft Methods we q^ take to 
go thro^ the World with ^ faijr one pqr felv^ 
1 have read in Sir Jobn Char din ^ a laying of 
a Terfian Philo&pher, whfch I have alwavs 
been exceedingly plcafcd with. The W^^ld^ 
l^ys the Eaftern S^e, is an Echo^ v^'tcb rcy 
turns us our own krords ; for which teafon^ 
if we would be well ^joken of in the Worlds 
we muftjpeak well of others. This wife Qb« 
fervation daily Experience confirms ; and nq 
ibrt of People have their Faults fb greedily 
picked up, or (b unrelentingly pujblilned, 49 
thofe who have been remarka^e for tbeir Se<r 
verity upon the Reputation of oth^er Meo^ 
They are looked upon ^ conunon En^emies; 
^ Revenge fefsms meritortoos i^ (a publicly 
a Quarrel It muft be owned* that tins is 
lbxpetin)es profeciutcd with tpo n^u?^ Ra^icour^ 
aod indecent Triumph ; yet wheii Mei| ^r^ 
f vjdently tljc 9«lfc§ pf i\m owfl ^isfoi- 
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tuiit^, it is flbt polfible to forbear chinking 
they dderV4 them. 

I F Wc look ijict) Odf owo Hearts, and re> 
£e<% on the Coorfe of our pad Li? es« moft of 
tis will fifid ffiore to dt> in corroding the £r. 
rftrs of otit own WaVs< than in beihs Spiei 
and OhUbttiMtS on tboie of odr Neighbouts: 
We fitty aUb obferv«, that amy of onr A^i- 
ons bate betid blatned by others, xi'hich defers 
^tfd no foeb Uiage. itad (pmng Brom Terx-" 
h<Midl: aid wotthy Motttes ; aild again, that 
we hdve beta ibmetittei very much to blame 
for A&itttSi trbidi loftead erf Ceohid have 
betti followed with ilpfn-obation and Applaofc^, 
The Knowledge of tbid, ^ the RefIe<%on 
on the IittjKyfl^ity tfetere is ^ oor knowing 
the IXe(^ aAd Tbod^ts of other Men, 
ftould incline us to put the beft Senie we poii 
fibly cantipoii t%ei» A^ons, and Behayiottr ; 
fififee fbr otight wekciow, many Adions, which 
M firfl fight bear no tery godd A^ed. may 
Ixtve tiieif the EShdi of virtuons and manly 
l£f(enti«fid. Add a«all htunaii Virtue has fbme 
m«tt«tt» of Allay, and good Men may, thro* 
the tloletf06i of ibme fudden Goft of P^^on, 
tm^Mte'gyeilEiGapie^atfd^tMdveriences, we 
ought to make mt^fe allowaoces on that 
icore. For Men are not to be denominated 
virtuous or virions, on the account of one or 
two A<%ons, but the general Courie and Te- 
nor of their Condud, If every deviation 
from VircuCy or defledion towards Tice, were 
to afted t£e whole of a Man's Charader, we 

U 4 mnft 
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mud ail look oo one another as Moniters ; 
and there will be an end of all Efl:eem, and 
conlequently Conmierce and Confidence a- 
mong Mankind. 

I T is not to be expeded, that any thing 
here faid ihould prevail on thole who are aT 
bandoned to a malevolent and envious Dilpo- 
fition, to change their Natures, and become 
generous, humape and charitable. But good 
Men, in their Zeal for Virtue, 4te (pmetimes 
apt to ofiend in this Point ; and it is of ufe 
CO precaution againft it. As for thofe who 
would have their whole Fund of Difeourie 
taken from them, if they were kept up frem 
retailing icandalous Stories, and n^i^ mar- 
ket of their Neighbours Infirmities, I could 
wiih there were fome Method found out for 
gratifying their Spleen^ without injuring the 
Living. I have Ibmetimes thought, that for 
this purpole, it might not be improper to give 
them their fi|ll fwing among the De^d ; and 
recommend to them th<: Snkfy of Hiflory, 
efpecially Ecdefiaftical, wherein they would 
meet with all the Materials for thek Ufe they 
.could poflibly defire. But this being a Point 
pf great Importance, I ihall leave it to tb^ 
Confideration of t(]ie Le^r ncdt 

I am^ ' 

Sir^ XourSf ^c. 

HiBBRNICUS. 
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N<» 37. Saturday, 'December ii, 1725. 




To the AaTHOR of the Dublin Journal. 

Per/arum te vffiis ^ difcifUpa deleSlat ; fatrios im- 
rtsexofuses, (^Cvrtius. 

S I H. . 

\ O Man who truly loves his Coun- 
try, can poflibly be indifierent m 
any thing relating to its Trade 
and Commerce) which, in the 
prefent Circumftances of human 
Afiairs, are fb abfolutelv neceflary to render 
anv Country great and flourilhing, and en- 
able its Inhabitants to live in Eafe and Com* 
fort. 

^V^HOBVEn looks into the State of Ire^ 
land^ muft conHder it in two Refpeds ; both 
as it \% the Habitation of a numerous and 
free People, . obliged to coniult the Preferva- 
tion and Happinefs of themfelves, and like* 
wife as a Colony of another great and power- 
fed Nation, upon whom they depend for 
Protedion, and conlequ^ntly whofe Intereft 
pught to be confidered, and taken due care 
of, in all Undertakings for its particular Be« 
hoof aod Adyaptfige. 3o th^t ^very publick 

Defign 
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Defign in this Kingdom, before any honeft 
Man can tmbork in it» nnift carry wkb k 
not only the Evidence of Advantage td otiir 
felves. but aUb th«t the Execuition of it will 
not be incondQent with the Pro^rity and 
Happinefs of Great Britain, in the (afety 
whereof our own is (b plainly and immediate- 
ly involved 

T H o I have not Vanity enoi^h to think 
my felf cj^ble of finding oat the pfOpereft 
Methods to promote both thefe Ends, yet 
I cannot help imagining, that it would be 
one of the moft effe<daal Ways we cddld 
take for tbat Ptarpoie; to poc cM a general 
Kdbkitioo to enetntige tftit own Mloufiw* 
tores, by makii^ them otir ctmcaoa Wear, 
wefenbly to thofe which ttre bvoi^k at great 
kvpence from iSBtaaa CoooCfies, and are 
BcHber befttt not fber thaa our own, itef 
futha tbas the high Pike tbey felt at ferve» 
to> ifaew^ a lwtittioa& a<id pnirfye cottie eff 
Living; the Reputation of which is wh^ 
riir vain and nothiakiDg Part of Matalfind 
place thetr bighdl fdkAty in. 

If Auttravities could be of any weight in 
the Cafe, (md if they he ji» any, they ought 
fanely in this, the Rules laid down by wife 
expn*j<ne'd Men being «f gKat ofe id- all 
iRatfevsf o# Oecicmofi)y> it were nor hdrd t» 
prove, that all wife Na«ioos^, boHfr aStftebt 
and) moderny him efiweaed the RefretfcSilitfne 
of Lwmry m Appai>ek. as well a» kt LfViog; 
one of the fitreft Methodic. Ibv «d*^ati^fng't^ 

Publick 
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Publicfc Good. Iq aocieot Greece, and Hornet 
FiiKality and Moderation were among the 
moft repotahle Qpalitiea, and what princU 
pally denominated a Man a good Citizen. 
A fumptnons Habit was always looked upon 
as a Mark of criminal Stfeminacv j and oo> 
thing rendered a Man more <»noxions to 
p^lick CenfufC, dian following the Modes 
of other Nations, even when ^ Materials 
of their Clothii^ were of a home Growth 
and Manufadiwe. A plain Evidence, that 
(he wir<; Men and Law-givers of thoie Na- 
tions apprehended the finconragement of Me- 
i^nick Arts among thcn^lves to be of the 
laft importance to the State, when they were 
ib carenil to in^cfe their PeMk with diflike 
and abhorrence of thofe W^ of Livii^» 
which had the nemotdft tendency to the con- 
trary. It is tme, thofe Slates did at lei^h 
abate of their ifari^eis in this Point j but it 
is no 1^. true, ^tf they no fooner did fo, 
than they gvadoally itmk from that fae^t 
of Glory ai^ Entire to whtcfa the Vhtue of 
their Anceftors had railed them, tili at laft 
they b«(»me a Prey to thole bari)arous Na-' 
tjons, wh<Mle ^fonufJuSbires they wore, and 
whole l<axnry they imitated. Before tb« 
Pay^of Akatamier the Great, the wcarii^ 
of Ibreign Silks was a thing onbeard of in 
Greece ; and it is recorded to his DAonow, 
th«t he was the firft Innovator himfelf, ha- 
vji^ alw^ before ,he becamfe debauched 
witb th? Terfim B^q|inacv, babfr^d himfelf 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



300 H I B E R N I QUs J Letters. 

in Stuffs wroi^ht with his Mother's own 
Hands. For in thofc unponte Ages, 21?^- 
Tables not yet having been creaed, it was 
cuftomary for the greatcft Ladies to employ 
themfelves in Spinning and inch like Occu- 
pations : and in the Laws of our own Coun* 
try, the Memory of this Cuftom feems ftiil 
to be retained, by calling eVery Woman un- 
der the degree of Nobility by no higher 
Title than Spinfter ; whereas in Fad there 
will not be found one Woman in a hundred 
in thefe Nations, that ever once defcended to 
fo low an Employment. 

Among all the modern Nations which 
have a^randized themfelves by Navigation 
and Commerce, it is a conftant Maxim to 
confiime as few foreign Commodities among 
themfelves as poflibly they can, and to be- 
come only Carriers of fuch things, to fupply 
the Luxury of other Nations. Of this our 
Neighbours the ^utch are a great and illuC- 
trious Inftance, who, by a ftcddy purfuit of 
that Maxim, have made a barren Strand, 
fcarce equal in Extent, and vaftly inferior in 
native Value to a fourth part of this King- 
dom, the richeft, the mod populous, and 
flouriihing Spot of Grouqd in the Univerfe ; 
and this too qnder the Inconvenience of (iich 
a Soil and Climate, and even Conftitution of 
Government, as affords not many Invitations 
to People who love their Eafe, or have any 
thing of Delicacy in their Tafte of Life and 
its Enjoyments- 

•♦* Ano 
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And the Reafba of this great Inaeafe of 
Power and Wealth in Holland, is certainly 
their Frugality of Management, in felling to 
a much greater Value than what they buy ; 
confuming no more foreign Commodities 
themfelves than what are abfolutely ne- 
cedarv for their Subfifience, or elie what 
very little exceeds that Quantity ; and fending 
the Surplus to their Neighbours, who muft 
either make them Returns in Specie, or what 
will turn to it in the long Run. For as the 
true way for a private Man to grow rich is 
to make his Expences fall fliorc of his In- 
come ; fb Nations that would thrive by 
Trade, muft order it fo that their Exports 
fhali be greater than their Imports for their 
home Coniumption, otherwiie they nevec 
will be Gainers upon the Ballance. But this 
Argument being (et in a very ^ood Light, by 
that great Statoman Sir fVilltam Temple^ ia 
his Obfervations on the ^United Trovinces^ 
I fhall give it in his own words. 

IT is no conftant RuUy that Trade makes 
Riches ; for there may be a Trade that m^ 
foverijhes a Nation : As it is not going often 
to Market^ that enriches the Countryman ^ 
but, on the ctmtrary, if every time he comes 
there, he buys to a greater Value than he 
fells, he grows the poorer^ the oftner he goes : 
But • the only and certain Scale of Riches, 
^ifi^g from Trade in a Nation, is the pro- 
portion of what is Exported for the Con- 
Jumption of other s^ to what is Imported for 
their own. I f 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^02 HiBERMicus'i Leftert* 

IP thia b« fo, then it is tvidenc cbere 
cannot be a iorer, not at the (atne time a 
more eafy Metbod of makiag Trade adraiH 
cagcous to a Nation, than iiMporting and 
cnoooragii^ its own Mannfaaores ; finoe 
Inreby it not only faves the neat Expeoos 
wbich wooid arife from tbePorcbaie df foieigo 
Mann£i<Anses to be madir afe of is the lieir 
of tkeu, but is enabled to aake Profit of its 
owti Exports. 

No Poople in tbe World have greater 
Reaftm than we ift diis CoH&oy to fall into 
this Mediod Some Brandies of one own 
MannfiiAtire we are not eaabkd to carrr t<» 
fineignNfnkctsv (tit yet m^bt make ttRm 
tuf n to cood aeConnt at borne, tf we couM 
beprevamd ott to &re the Expesace of piav 
chning them abroad at a aMdi dcartr Haocr^ 
and no better than our own. Tbe Lineft 
Manofiiduf e bas bees bronght xa gran Fey« 
Ibdioo among us ; and as we export txsoH 
iiderable Qaattci8ie» of it yearly, it wonkf 
be csceeding beneficial ro ther Fobiick^ did 
set our Lurary in weari^ fbrdgn Ltnekis 
briiM| a great Drawback os the Ppofits ; and 
theie Mreigo' linens, being bought cbi)efly 
with rea<fy Money, and not ConaAioditjes, 
and £m tlut Reafoa diafged by the W^ionl 
of the LegiflatoK wieb h^h Duties, *ct 
^acacMSiy nw into the Couaoy by Smwgters^ 
and io proYe ^ *Deai Lo/s to the hwlofl. 
Without any manna of Adfaatage to Ms 
Majefty's Rcyenue. Th& ttM^kig of Silks 

bas 
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kas alio of late Years been let up here witli 
good Succeis ; and I have (een feTeral Pieces 
of thorn, which, to my Bye, appeared lUU 
a» rich and gloflfy as Indum Silks of a miicii 
gfcater PfiM„ and, I have been iofonaed^ 
wear Mi as well. Every Poond o{ Raw* 
Silk, tbusnaimradiufd, will, upon an Ave* 
i^e^ eii^)k>y a Labour not CO be parcliaft<| 
«^r one Pound Sterlk^ \ and the Raw*Silk 
being boughc with our own Produce and 
A^iaulaaurev fuch as Hides, Tana'd-Leather, 
and the like, as the Indiam Wroi^-Sift» 
are with ready Money, and run in upon «9 
too ftom Frame ov tk^Mtdy it wtM be fbin4 
bjy a very faur and moderate CakukMiion, thar 
the Difibeace betwixt wcar^ a Suit ^Irijh 
othkUatt Silk is> not kfe than i;hrec times the 
ffAot, whatever that be. in iht Accovnt eS 
the F^ofit or Lois acowng to the Nbuwrn 

The only true Way therefore to cncov- 
sage out Maou£k<Siire9, wtfl' be to wear then» 
our felices. By this means we fere Money in 
Articles, of thk^ net exportable, and gatO' 
by- thofe wAich arei AH other Methods, 
llowever ptrafible in ^e Theory^ are apt to* 
fa& when they come to Pr a<%ce. Sumptuary 
LaM^ haTefefctora been- found fuccei^d, th* 
Execution of theme being fe extreoMly barlb. 
and nngraeioos. Prohibirions, ei* high Duties 
aOK>«nciog taProhibitions, we diuly^ (ee hav* 
no el&d. For Pridig and Vanity odiy be- 
oome more- viofont by being reftr»ned, an^ 
are btft plcafed when gcactfied-witl^Difficuiiy 

and 
i 
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and at great fixpeoce, the whole Pleafure oi 
Extravagance confUling in the Thoi^ht that 
few People can come up to the like« Be-^ 
fides, the exorbitant Gains to be made in 
fuch Cafes work too powerfully upon mean 
and difhonefl; Minds, to hinder them fiDom 
fupplyingjour Luxury, at any hazard to them^ 
felves, and to the ruin of the Publidu Eyea 
all the Rewards our Legiflators have offered 
to Induftry, and the Difbouragements given 
to Idlenefs and Extravagance^ nave not fully 
anfwered the Ends propofed by themi And 
the Wifdom of the Nation has been (b (enii* 
ble of this, that the Additional Duties on 
Coffee^ Tedy and Chocolate^ have been very 
prudently appropriated to raife a Fuiid for 
the better Support of the Hempen and Linen 
ManufadureSi as a farther Difcouragement 
to N^ligence and Prod^ality, and to make 
them who will not work themfelves, contri^ 
bute to the Maintenance of thole that mult 
A Law, which has abundance of Legiflative 
Satire in it, and has been exceedingly ufeful 
to the Publick; fince tho it has not put 
down many Tea-Tables^ it has let up a vail: 
number of Looms, which it mult be out 
own fault, if they are not employed with 
great Profit and Advantage to the Nation* 

But be our Laws ever lb good, unlels 
care be taken to have them obey'd, they 
will be to very little purpofe. A Senator 
may vote for the Encouragement of our 
Manu£t(^es as long as he pleafes in tbei 

Parliament- 
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Parliament* Houfe ; but if he has npt Autho- 
rity enough in his own to make the Reib*' 
lation pais there without Oppofition, he has 
done but a finall part of his Duty. And for 
that Reafon the peculiar Zeal of our Repre-* 
fentatives in this Matter can never be fuifi- 
dently commended, nor too much endeat 
them to. all true and fincere Lovers of their 
Country. 

Our Bufinefs is to purine their Example^ 
And if we have any degree of Tendernefe 
for odr Fellow-Subjeds and Countrymen, or 
Regard for the general Welfare, we muft 
think our felves highly concerned to do lb. 
Ill-Nature is what few Men care for being 
thought guilty of, or would not reckdn it a 
Reproach, if they were chained with it; 
yet many People, who in the ordinary Com-* 
merce of Life difcover the mod kind and 
benevolent Difpofition, for want of Confide- 
ration, are every day doing Things which in 
their coalequences are equal to Cruelty and 
Barbarity. We Ihould think that Man very 
inhumanet who Ihould refiile to relieve a de- 
ferving Perfon, at a fmall expense^ from great 
Mifery; and yet without remorfe we can 
fquander away ten, twenty, or thirty Pounds 
for a Suit of Clothes, the very buying of 
which has a tendency to fill our Streets with 
^ilerable Obje<As. It is a^ very odd Ibrt of 
Charity, which relieves a few Beggars with 
Farthii^s, and lays out Pounds to reduce 
whole Multitudes of honed laborious People 

Vol. L X to 
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to the fame Conditton : yet that is truly the 
Cafe with thofe who deprive their own 
Country of the Beaefit arifing from the Qait- 
iutuptioo of its ManufaiSturet^ wluch erery 
ocie does, who without any neceffity fiir^ 
nUhes himfelf fix>m a^ibreign Marktr. In 
vain do we eredl Charity-Scfaools, and give 
very generous Annnai Contributions for the 
Education of poor Children, and potting 
thbm out to Trades, if after we hiive done 
fo much for them, we negted: encouraging 
thofe Callings from wl^nce we intend uiey 
fliould derive thdr Maintenance. Thiis is to 
give them a Stone infiesd of Bread, omJ -m 
oerpent if^ad of a Fijh ; and it werfc a 
much greater piece of Humanity to leave 
them in their primitive hopdefs State, than 
raife them up into a friiitiefs Expedaticm^ and 
fofler them to perifk m' it : the oietet R^eo- 
tion on which is what, I doubt not,, hasifai* 
ven many fine but unquiet Spirits into de- 
iperate Courfes, and brought then to an ua*- 
timely juid unfortooate End. 

I am^ Sir^ 

Tntr bumiie Servtmt^ 

HiBiRjiicns. 
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N*^ 3S. Saturday^ December i8. 1725- 

71? HiBERNICUS. 

# 
Dolmdit ndhuc retuiimus t vemendum ad erubefcenda eft: 

V EIL. P ATBR. 

ITH a good deal of PIcafare I 
have oWervcd the Zeal you ex- 
prefs in one of your late Papers 
againft the unmanly but too pre- 
vailfog Coftom of dctrat^iDg from 
Metis Merit, and branding them with vitious 
Charadlcts, either on groundlefe Sufpicions of 
ouf own, or the as groundlels Soggeftions of 
ill-natured fFhi/perers and Tatlers^ who,, 
like Vermin, breed in all Corners, and Ipread 
Filth and Corruption as fed as they feed upon 
it. There is no doubt but that giving a ioole 
to k vile a Practice is pernicious to Society, 
and occaiions infinite Difbrders among all 
Ranks of People. If there could be found a 
pf'oper Method of diverting fo much Weaknefs 
and Perverfenefs, I agree with you, that it 
woak) be much for the Peace and Happinels 
of Mankind : But you muft excufe me fi-om 
thinking, that that which you propofc, or 
X 2 indeed 
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jodeed any other^ is capable of aofvi^eriDgthe 
End An envious Dimoiicion is in it felf fo 
hurtfuK that nothing lefs than the total Ex- 
tinction of it can hinder the innumerable Mif* 
chiefs it occadons. The more you humour 
it» the more outrageous it grows. Liften to 
a Tale-bearer in one Infl:ance» and you en- 
courage him to impofe on you io a hundred. 
And where Malice has once got root in the 
Hearty be the Objeds of its lil-will ever fo 
mean or contemptible at firft, and confequent* 
ly the Mifchief occadoned by it ever io in- 
confiderable, yet unlels it receives a timely 
Check, it will grow up to a prodigious Great- 
utk^ and gather (Irength in its growing. For 
poiibnous Weeds, being fpontanepus Produc- 
tions, are obferved to make very quick pro* 
grefs both in Growth and Propagation ; wnile 
ufeful Plants, which Jerve either for Food or 
Phydck, being of a more tender and delicate 
Conflitution, require great Care and Induftry 
both lor their Prefervation and Increafe. 

For thefc Reafons it feems a very ill Ex- 
pedient, to recommend the reading of Hiftory 
to fuch as love Scandal^ and ill Repons of 
xhcir Neighbours. What is this but to allow 
Spite and lU -Nature to prey upon the Memo- 
ry of the Dead, inftcad of the Reputation of 
the Living ? For that I fiippofe, is what you 
mean by telling your Readers of that Tafte, 
that they will there find room enough to exer- 
cife their Envy and Ill*Nature: A faying, which 
I cannot help thinking very injurious to that 

ufeful 
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ufeftil and excellent Study, and proceeding ra- 
ther from what fome Hiftpries are, than what 
Hiftory might, and ought to be. For tho I be- 
lieve, that were it not for the Vices and Cor- 
ruptions of Mankind, our reading on that 
Subjed might be brought within a much nar- 
rower Compafs than ^hat it is, yet I am per- 
fiiaded, that the pleafanteft and ulefullcft Part 
of Hiflory either antient or modern^ is what 
relates to their Virtues, It is true, that Ava- 
rice and Ambition have been the Occafion of 
brave and good Mens Signalizing themfelves 
by great and virtuous Adious ; but it is as 
true, that thefe lad are what make up the Ufe,' 
the Beauty and Excellency of Hiftory, and 
are the fole Reafon why the Knowledge of it 
is (b worthy an Accomplifhment. In my O- 
pinion, thofe Events which the generality of 
Readers will not reckon the moll Great and 
Shining, where the peaceable Virtues are only 
exerted, fuch as the Inftitutions of wife Law- 
givers, the regular and free Debates of Pub- 
lick Aflemblies met together to confult the 
Common Good, the Acminiftrations of Nati- 
onal Jiiftice, and the Progrefs of ufeful Arts 
and Sciences, do make up the mod entertain- 
ing, as well as the mod valuable Parts of Hi- 
ftory. So that it is not that Study it felf, 
which will afford fb much Matter to Minds 
which find a Plealbre in viewing the Imperfec- 
tions and WeaknefTes of Human Nature, but 
the Methods taken by ibme Hiftoriaus of 
blackening Mens Charaders^ fuppreffing aU 
X 3 together. 
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together, or putting ill Colours on the vircti* 
ous A<Stions of thole whole Opinions or Prin* 
ciples they difliked, and giving partial and an* 
juft Reprefentatipns both of Perfbns and 
Things, in order to (erye {ovm particular Par- 
ty or Turn which the Authors have in their 
Eye at the time they are writing* 

Now this I account no lefe criminal than 
the Abufe you haVe endeavoured to corred. 
For tho perhaps it may be more immediately 
hurtful to Society to calumniate and backbite 
the Living, yet I think it more ihameful and 
unmanly to vilify and throw dirt on the Dead, 
as well in regard of our having lefs Provocati- 
on for lb doing, as their being out of a capa* 
city of either relenting the Injury, or juftify* 
ing thcmfclves. To kill a Man defignedly is 
Cruelty and Murder \ but to miluie or mangle 
a dead Body^ for the bare pleafure of doii^ 
io, is fomething dill more lavage, and brat^, 
as it fhews the fame wicked Dimolition, only 
reftrained by a farther Principle of Baienefe, 
the fear of Oppotition or Puniinment. In the 
fame manner it betrays a moft abjcd: and da* 
ftardly Spirit, when a great Man is gone out 
of the World, whole Principles^ or Manage- 
ment in publick Affairs we happened to diue- 
Ii(h, to trample on his Aihes, milreprefent his 
Condud, throw a Veil upon his Virtues, and 
torture his Cbarader io^ as to make his Vices 
the moft confpicuous Part of it. If the Per* 
ion thus treated was really a good Man, there 
is a plain Injuftice committed on our pait» 

" however 
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however infenfible the PerfoQ bimfejf be of 
the iDjury ; and we befides tmpofe on the 
World in a matter, wherein it is of fame con* 
fequence to have true information^ and there^ 
fbre wrong to give a faUe one. And in caie 
a Man's private Charader was really vitionSt 
yet I think it Prelumption in a Htftorian to 
make too free with it, unlefi his Vices had 
a vifible Influence on his poblick CondQ<^, 
which can only be proved by clear and un* 
conteflable Faas. 

Some Writers are Co foil of Su^icion and 
lU^Nature, that they take a pleafiire in making 
the beft and nobl^ Adions proceed from 
vile and diflionoarable Motives. They have a 
Lafcivioufiiers in finding out Fauks and B)e* 
miihes in a great and ilhttlrious Charader. It 
carries with it an Air of much Penetration, 
and Knowlec^e of Mankind, to unveil Mens 
Pretences, and make that appear to be all 
Artifice and Difiimuktioni which was the 
pure EffeA of Nature and Princif^e. And 
thus out of mere Vanity, they deal with 
Mankind in the fame way which Horace con- 
demns in the Condud of a Friend : 

f-^'-^Virtutes iffas invertimus^ atque 
Sincnum cupimus vas infrufiare.-^ 

The EflTcA which this Way of writing 
HHlory, and {etting Men in the worft Li^t, 
may have upon the Readers, is very obvious. 
It tends to make them entertain ill Notions of 
Mankind ; to give them a Jealouiy of the 
X 4 Sincerity 
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Sincerity and Honeftyof cbofe they have any 
Dealings with; and confeqaently to banim 
Simplicity and Candor from their Breads, 
and make them artful, and always on the 
catch in their Commerce with other Men. 
For the fureft way to make a Man difhoneft, 
himfelf, is to prepoflefs hini with the Belief, 
that all other Men are fb. But there is an-* 
other Effe<ll, turning upon fuch Hiftorians 
themfelves^ which I think their Condudl 
ihould have upon Men of Senfe and Virtue. It 
is an Axiom with Mr. Hobbes^ that the befl: 
and trued way to know from what Motives 
other Men a(^ in any given Circumdances, is 
to examine our own Breads, and frame a 
Judgment by what we ihould a(^ and think 
ourlelves iq the like Cafes. Whether this be a 
jud Rule or no, is not totheprefentpurpofe to 
inquire. But let thofe Hidorians, who. with- 
out any other ground than what a fruitful 
Imagination affords them, afcribe all good and 
great Anions to Trick and Defign, confider, 
whether they do not g\ve their Readers a fair 
handle to turn the Malmesbury Philofopher's 
Rule againd themfelves, aiid charge them 
with being capable of all the Hypocrify and 
Diflimulation they fo liberally bedow upon 
others ; cfpecially fince a Confcioufnefs of 
Difhonedy and Infincerity at home, is gene- 
rally the caulc why Men exped to meet with 
nothing better abroad. 

The antient Writers have with great Ju* 
dice been celebrated for their Mockdy ^nd 

Temperance 
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Temperance in thi$ (>articiilar. For tho fome 
Greek Hiftorians have fallen under the Cri* 
cicifm of a coo luxurious Invention, yet their 
Excels was of a different kind. Their Parti- 
ality for their Country did not influence them 
to Q>eak ill of its Enemies, or detrad: from 
any of their good Qualities ; but on the con* 
trary, gave them occafion to magnify thole 
Qualities, that ihe Virtue of their Country- 
men who fubdued them might appear with 
the more Advantage and Luftre. The Roman 
Authors, amidft all the Panegyricks they be- 
llow on their own Heroes, do always do 
Juilice to the Virtues of their Antagonifls ; 
and Tyrrhus and Hannibal make as noble a 
Figure in the Records of thofe by whom they 
were conquered* as the one adXially does in 
the Writings of his own Countrymen, or the 
other would have done in thole of the Car^ 
thaginianSj had any of them been tranfmit- 
ted down to us. Even the ieveral Leaders of 
Parties in their own State have impartial Ju- 
(lice done to their Merit by the Authors of all 
fides. The Scipo% and the Gracchi^ were 
at the Head of as fierce contending Fadions, 
and of as oppofite Interefls, as ever appeared 
in any Nation ; and yet how great, how ami- 
able afe they all reprelented by thofe who 
have given us the Accounts of their Struggles 
in benalf of their re&edive Parties, wherein 
both Sides are owned to have had the Good 
of the Commonwealth in view, tho purfuing 
it by different Methods ? And to the Days of 
« Augujius. 
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Aufuftusy nooe of the Hiftorians were in the 
leaft ihy of the higheft Encomiums on the 
Goodnei&» the Magnanimity , and Generoiky 
of Brutus^ who had been the greateft and 
mod: inveterate Enemy to that Prince and his 
Family. 

SuEfoNius, and Tacitus, who lived m 
Times of great Degeneracy and Corraption, it 
muft be conferred, do very mnch abound in 
vitious and profligate Charaders ; and tho I 
will not deny, but that both of them may 
have been too faulty in the Reprefentation of 
Mens Leudnefe and Villanies, yet, condder- 
ing what monftrous Men and monftrous Adi-> 
ons they had to defcribe, they feem very ex- 
cufable ; at lead they are mnch more fo, than 
moft of the Hiftorians we meet with now-a* 
days. Maim^urg and VsriUas among the 
French^ and Strada in his Hiftory of the 
^Belgick Wars, are Inftances how much we 
exceed the Antients in partial and unjuft Ac- 
counts both of Perfons and Things. The 
Bufineis of thefe Authors feems to be nor fb 
much the writing of Hiftory, as the making 
of it. Being very deep Politicians, they give 
you a Detail of the mc/^ fecret Refblutions 
and Confultations % and difcover Ambition, 
Avaric^ or a Miftrefs, at the bottom of every 
Adion or Enterprtze which fiiits not tbehr 
Humour, or happens to thwart the IntereA 
they have e^ufed. The Struggles of a 
brave and virtuous People to firee themfelves 
from Tyraatfy andOppreffion, are no iQore 

than 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



H I B E R N I c u s J Letters, 315 

than the Efieds of caofelefs Snrmifes and 
Jealoolics, artfoUy (own among them by 
their iadioos and intriguiog Leaders. And 
becaufe the Church, or which is the (ame 
thing, the Cbmt:h*mei), have generally been 
lo(ers wherever Liberty has been alTened, to 
be fiire^ the Patrons of Liberty mnft be run 
down as the profeffed Enemies of God and 
Rel^on ; and if any Accident, or Calamity 
befals them. Providence is inmiediately called 
in, and feveral wife Hints given us, how 
from thence we may judge oif the Wicked- 
ness of the Men, and the lojuflice of their 
Caufa 

I COULD wifh, for the Honour of our 
own Language, that none of this Spirit ap- 
peared in ibme Hiftories which have been 
writ in it. As the Brifijh Nations have fre- 
quently frillen into high Contefts and Divt- 
uons, the Ef&ds of them appear but tocr 
much in tbofe who have given tne Htftory ot 
them to the World. Writers of all Parties 
have been guilty of great Excefies this way. 
But Mr. Echardy in nis Hiftory of England^ 
has, I think, gone beyond any thing I ever 
read, in cafting the moft cruel and unjuft 
Aiperfions on the Memory of thole whofe 
Party or Principles he does not -approve. 
AU his Characters are either of Saints or 
Devils, and thofe carefully kept in their fe- 
parate Parties, like the Sheep and the GoatSi 
at the laft great Day of Accounts. Is is not 
enough to ihew his DiiKkc of a Man's Prin- 
ciples, 
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ciplcs» or Behaviour in poblick Matters, bat 
bis private Life is raked into for little fcaoda- 
lous Stories to ioflanie the Reckoning. One 
would think that the plain Accounts we have 
of the Uiiirper Oliver Cromwel's treacherous 
Dealings with his Prince^ his Ingratitude to 
thofe who raifed him, and his overturning 
the Laws and ponftitucion of his Country, 
told in a naki^d manner, were fufiicient to 
ihew him a wicked Man, without calling his 
Courage in. queftion» or making him enter 
into a Treaty with the Devil. A Story fo 
very ridiculous* that it had been much for 
the Author's Credit, it had flill remained 
concealed in the Boy's Conmion-place Book, 
from whence he had it. How confident his 
placing the Devil in the ftead of him who is 
laid in Scripture to be the fole Giver of Vic* 
tory, may be with his Notions of Ortho- 
doxy, is none of my Province to determine ; 
but this I am iure, that his conftant inter- 
preting the Misfortunes of Men as Inftances 
of the Divine Dilpiea(ure againfl: them ' for 
their Condud in political Matters, is utterly 
inconfiftent both with Morality and Chrifti* 
anity. 

But this Gentleman having been fuffi- 
ciently corre^ed already by other Hands, 1 
defift from enlarging on a Subjed, which was 
only brought in, to ihew how improper and 
injurious it is for Men to vent their Paffioos 
and Refentments in Writings of luch Gravity 
and Dignity as Hiftory ; and ho\i7 unjt^y 

you 
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you have recommended that Study to the 
Envious and the Cenibrious, as a Storehouie 
of Suftenance for Ill-Nature, which it is 
not in it idf^ but only by Accident, and 
the Mi(condu<Sl of partial and bigotted 
Writers. 

1 am^ Sir^ yours ^ &c, 

Crito. 



N^ 39. Friday^ December 24. 1725. 

- — - — ' - -^ - _ 

To the Author of the Dublin JoumaL 
Membranis intus fojitis H o r. 

SIR, 

INGRATITUDE \% a Crime 
we Authors are frequently, and 
ibmetimes not unjuflly taxed with. 
We receive afliftance from feveral 
Perfbns, and yet make no con* 
icience of owning the Obli2ation. But did 
the World confider after what manner, for 
the moft part we come under thofe Obhga* 
tions, they would be a little more charita* 
ble in their Cenfiires imon us. For the Help 
we receive are very ieldom given us in the 

way 
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way of a Gift ; but wc make, bold to take 
them omfelves, which bdog none of the 
moft creditable ways of doing Bufinefi, it is 
ibmcwhat hard to accufe us of being ingrate- 
fill, for only endeavouring to cover oor own 
Nakednefs. If it can be proved that we pur* 
loin any thing from the Writings of other 
Men, let us (ufler what the Law in that cafe 
direds ; but let not the odious Imputation 
of Ingratitude lie upon our Memory, when 
we have only merited the Puniihment due 
to Felony. 

This is truly our Cafe, whenever we 
take the liberty of apnropriating to our own 
Ufe what already has been publiihed by other 
Authors ; which abundantly clears us from 
the Charge of Ingratitude, as being under no 
Obligations but what are common to the 
reft of Mankind* So tfaat.it is chiefly that 
Clais of Writers I have enlifted my felf with, 
againft whom this Charge can lie with any 
tolerable Juftice ; iince much of the Afllftance 
they receive is of pure Grace, and conveye4 
to them in fiich a nunnor^ ais leaves it entire- 
ly in their own power to acknowledge the 
Favour or not. Their AuxtliaTies, like a 
Man's good Genius, ad invifibly, and there- 
by make the not returning them Thanks die 
more criminal,. as chev fi^ lefs concerned 
about what is doe to cneir good Offices. For 
we' are then moft guilty of Ingratitude, wlieb 
ads of Kindne^ are <k>ne us in iiich a man* 

net 
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ner as will allow oar being io, wich (be leaft 
dftcffier of baviog it difcovered. 

That I mi^ avoid this Impatatioa as 
flEMch as poflibki I have endeavouitd from 
dtte to time to do my Cone^ndents all 
liie Jdftice which lay in my powa*. Tho I 
mtghc wkh Impunity have aded otherwife^ 
I iKiVe always cbofen to communicate their 
Mtters in the fame manner they were tranf^ 
ikiitced to me. And as 1 intend very foon 
to &^ho the Town my Acknowlec^ments 
fot their favourable Acceptance of thefe Pa- 
por8» it will be my Corrd^ndents own 
Fanit; if the Pabhd^ is not made acquainted 
, to whom they owe the beft part of their £n^ 
tertainmenc. 

Bur befides iiich Letters as have come 10 
the publick View, I have received many 
ufem Hints from other Perfons, whole good 
latentionfi ought not to pal& altogether unre* 
gaidcd; and therefore as I have formerly 
Qooe on the like occafion, I have let apart 
this Plaper to dear my Accounts with thenu 
and firOe them from the Une^^efs moll Peo- 
ple aie apt to be tioder» when they appre- 
liend either the Mifcam^e or N^llcift of 
their Advices. 

The Author of a long Leti^, with a 
Cof)y of Vofe anoexed, fublcribed ul. E. 
gives me a very particular Account of a cer« 
CMB young Lady^s extravi^ant A&dtion and 
Raving for the lols of a fivourite Sparrow, 
aid ha no lels ridicdious Traniport of Joy 

upon 
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upon fiodiog it again ; and hereupon he is 
very prelTing with me to write a Satire upon 
thole pohte People who take their Friends 
and Companions ftom the brute Part of the 
Creation. If I did not apprehend this Hu- 
mour to be fufiiciently expofed already, I* 
ihould with much chearfulnefs contribute my 
Endeavours to the bringing down of Lap- 
Dogs, and all other mere Animals either of 
the mute or loquacious Kind^ which ufiirp 
the Favour and engrofs the A^dions of the 
Fain I amfenfible^ there cannot be a more 
plain Proof of a corrapted Tafte^ and down* 
right falling away from Humanity, than what 
iiich prepofterous Fancies afford us ; and there- 
fore it would be a good Office done to Man« 
kind, to ridicule it, if there be any hopes of 
a Reformation. But as that Dileafe is com- 
monly incurable in Minds once feized with 
it, and as it is better to have good Afio^ons 
even for Brutes, than none at ail, it wo'e 
more eligible to indulge, than to drive to 
banifli it. So that whue the Ladies of this 
Species throw afide all Care of their Children, 
I think it not much amifs^ that rather than 
let them (it idle, they Ihould be allowed to 
employ tbemielves in the Education of Squir- 
rels^ and compenlate their want of Tender* 
nefs to a Husband^ by beftowing Endearmmts 
and CareHes on a Monkey. 

Another Correfpondent, who calls 
himfelf Thilotheusy exprefTes a very honeft 
and becoming Zeal againft the wicked and 

idle 
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idle Praifticc of profane Curfing and Swear- 
ing. I would fain hope, this is rather lodng, 
than gaining Ground among us ; at lead this 
I am pofitive of» that it is univerfally defpifed 
by Men of Senfe and Breeding, which is one 
of the iikelieft Methods of exploding it, unlefs 
it be among tbofe who want both Senfe and 
Breeding ; and them I can think of no other 
way of reclaiming, but by a vigorous ex- 
ecution of the Laws, againft a Cuflom moft 
prevalent among that Size of People, who 
are more to be influenced by the fear of 
Punilhment than the force of Reafon. 

The gentle Strephon^ it feems, is very 
angry with me for inferring in a late Paper 4 
a Letter from one Academicus^ and requefts ^ 
me, as I value my Credit with my Female 
Readers, and the modeft Swains their Ad- 
mirers, that I will receive no more Papers 
from that Hand. As Academlcus is the Per- 
ion chiefly concerned in this matter, I will 
not take upon me 10 make his Apology. 
But for my own part, I had not inferred his 
Letter, had I apprehended any thing immo- 
deft or indecent in it. I look upon it as a 
handfome piece of Raillery on thofe credulous 
People who endeavour to fupport the Vifions 
of Fools and Mad-men by Reafbns drawn 
from falle Philofophy, or the Authority of 
weak and cnthufiadick Writers. And had my 
Correipondent duly confidered upon whom 
the Ridicule turned, I perfuade my felf he 
would have been lefs fevere in his Cenfures. 

Vol. L Y Among 
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Among others who have fent me theit 
Remarks on the Thirty Firji Paper concern* 
ing fVitches and Apparitions^ I muft not 
omit my Friend Hezekiah ^Thubtful^ one of 
the Brethren whom the profane World in De- 
rifion commonly calls fakers. He rebukes 
me in the Spirit of Meeknefs* for holding 
(everai Opinions, which, according to the 
Light beitowed on him, feem not ^reeable 
to the Truth. I would have taken particular 
notice of all his Objedions, but that he 
feems to be a Wanton^ and not to have the 
Truth in him. For after having taken abun- 
dance of pains to prove the Exiftence of 
Witches and Apparitions, he gives ail up 
again by explaining the former of young 
Maidens, fair to look upon, and the latter 
of leud Apprentices, with Tongues full of 
' Smoothnels and Deceit. Why elfe doth he 
defile my Ears with the wicked Story of his 
Daughter Judith, and his unfaithful Servant 
Amtnadabl How would the Daughters of 
the Land take it, to infert fuch Slanders on 
their Sex in my Papers ? And feeing I have 
been already admonilhed againft fudi things 
even by profane People, who take unto them* 
(elves the Abomination of Heathen Names, 
verily it appeareth not likely, that one of 
the Remnant fhould be for Ipreading fuch Ru* 
mours to the Ends of the Earth, and the Ifles 
afar ofE Alas ! Hezekiah, I fhreudly fiilped 
thee for a Deceiver ^ and one that has more- 
of the Serpent, than the Dovei and there- 
fore 
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fere till 1 have fome farther Teftimony con- 
cerning thee, 1 mnft intreat thee not to be 
offended, that I decline having Communica- 
cioo v^tth thee. 

Thb oijly Debt I have now to dtfcbarge 
is to the witty and facetious Chiron, who 
thinks I fiiould negied a very fair Oppor tu- 
nicy of diverting the Town, if I overlooked 
the great Controverjy ^t prefent agitated a- 
mong the Sons of J^fiulafius, and their Re- 
tainers. According to him, this Subje<5t 
would afibrd a Fund of (mart Reafbning, as 
well as the greateft Amufement, of any I 
have yet handled. I return my Gentleman 
hearty thanks for his good Advice ^ but am 
too diffident of my own Abilities, to embark 
in a Debate which would require lb great a 
Fund of Learning, and has befides been 
thought of Importance enough to employ 
the n^ifdom of the Nation* Nor am I fure, 
that I flioald not be thought too much a Party 
in the Cafe, to be heard without prejudice. 
For as the Didempers of the Body very fre- 
quently proceed from the Diforders of the 
Mind^ and the corre^ing of thefe has been 
the principal Defign of my weekly Addrefles 
to the Publick, I do not know, but I might 
have cotoe under the Category of a Pxadi- 
tioner, and been obliged to undergo an Ex- 
amination, and take out a Licence from that 
Learned JBody. But be this as it will, 1 think 
Chiron might have reftcd fatisfied with the 
Narcotick, which, he fays, has been given 

Y 2 to 
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CO chat Affair in Parliament, without defirin^ 
from me the farther Application of a Carmi- 
native ; a Form of Medicament, which, if . 
I underfland him right, is only a pertain 
Compofition of Words and Syllables; vulgar* 
\y known by the Name of a Lampoon. ' 

These, as I believe they were all in- 
tended for Favours, 1 very chearfully ac- 
knowledge as fuch. But fbme other Gen- 
tlemen have thought fit to honour me with 
Letters of a different fort, which from pure 
Charity and Compaflion to the Authors, I 
have carefully fupprefTed. For it would ill 
become one who profefles himfelf a Friend to 
the Caufe of Virtue and Humanity, to pub- 
lilh the Weaknefs and Ill-Nature of his Fellow- 
Creatures, even under ^ the fiditious Names 
they have afTumed. Thefe Gentlemen there* 
fore may reft afTured, that no Provocations 
ihall divert me from purfuing the honeft Ends 
I have always had in view as a Writer, or 
make me forget how foreign to thoie Ends 
it would be to revenge any private Abufes 
done me, by publifliing the contemptible 
Scribble of thofe that do them. No ; if Peo- 
ple will be Coxcombs upon Record, it ihall be 
done their own Hands, not mine. That 
is too low an Employment for one who has 
the Publick Good for the chief Motive of 
his Writing. To imprefs my Readers with 
a juft Senfe of Life and its Enjoyments ; to 
make Virtue appear in its native Beauty and 
Luftie ; to ihew the Weaknefs and Folly of 

vicious 
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vicious Courfes ; to prevent the ill Effedls of 
fuperfiitious Imaginations, and popular De- 
lufions ; to recommend univerlal Benevolence, 
publick Spirit » and the Love of our Coun- 
try ; to correiJl a falfe Tafte of Writing, apd 
banifli Nonfenie, Indecency and Impertinence 
from the publick Diverfions : Tnefe have 
been hitherto the conftant Purpofe carried on 
in thefe Papers ; and from this Tracks I hope^ 
neither Threatnings nor Abufes ihall ever pre* 
vail on me to deviate. 

/ am^ Sir, yours^ &c. 

HlBERNICUS. 



N*^ 40. Saturday y "January i, i-ji^ 

I I I I I ■■ 1 1 I 11 

To HiBERNICUS. 

Ai8>J^ HO/x^fA N^oiTfi Tp^x*^* ^P"** '^•"^** 

SIR, 

|S I have a great Efieem for your 
Writings, I go every Saturday 
early in the Afternoon to the 
Coffee-Houfe, to read the Jour* 
nal, before the Company begibs 
to grow numerous, that I may have leifure to 
perofe i^ without being difturbed: But as 

Y J foon 
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focn as the Tabic where I fit begios to fill, 
I lay it down before my R^bt*Hand Man ; 
and, if I can, I prevail on him to read it 
with an audible Voice, that I may feel the 
Pulies of all thofe that are within bearing. 

My Cwtofky in this Point cofl me 6> 
much Uneafineis fbme time ago^ that I cai^ 
not forbear communicating to yotr the Canfe 
of my Concern. ■ 

The firft Perfon who took up your Pa- 
per, gave me very good Hopes : He was a 
lI>anctng^MaJler ; and being one of your con- 
ftant Readers, he remarked with great Ju(^- 
ment, that your Correipondents were Perlbns 
of more Politenefe than thofe whom the 
Spetiator dealt with; for (laid he) they ufed 
him with too much familiarity, fonie of 
them calling him Dear Spec ; others. Short* 
Face ; others. Dear Tiumb^ .&c. but the Let- 
ters addrefled to Hibemkus^ always begin 
with a decent SIR^ and end with a Well- 
bred Humble Servant. 

The Words were no fooner out of his 
Mouth, when an old tefty Ald^rtmn^ who 

fat by him, anfwered in great Wrath 1 

wonder to lee you guilty of fo grofe a Mit 
t^ r Be affured the Author bimfelf writes 
all thole Letters which he preteods to be di* 
reded to him ; and be only fijbferibes tm^i- 
nary Names to them^ that be may the more 
fafely publiih his fcandalous Libels ; witnefs 
a certain Letter cwiccf ning the wofthy Lord 
C~/, which he thoi^M to m^oik on \»^ 

Readers, 
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Readers, as comii^ firom an ignorant Tradei^ 
man : Bnc I immodiarely fmelc the Trick ; 
and if 1 knew who that fame Hiberntcus is, 
he ihoiild pay for his pretended Correipon- 
dent's Treajbn ; or if it doth not come up to 
Trenfouy at leafl I would have him Twinged 
for Scandalum Magnatum. 

Upon this a Quaker ^ who (at facing me, 
oppofed the Aldemumy and told him, He 
was credibly informed, that all the Letters in 
the "Journal were not your own; but that 
you had better have kept only to an imagi- 
nary Correfpondence, tnan to publiih fome 
Papers which are ient you : Can any thing 
(added he) be more ofienfive to the Ears of 
the Righteous, than to hear that gormandi- 
zing Chaplain, who calls himfelf SCARF, 
mention it as a happinefs, that he is allowed 
to partake of Chee/e^cake and Cuftard't And 
who but a proud Pried would exprefs a plea- 
fure in receiving worldly Honours from the 
Servants of the Family 'if 

During all this time I fat filent, waiting 
to fall freih on them, by the time they had 
tired themfelves with their ingenious Obfer- 
vations : But on a fiidden came t^ to us a 
School- Majier^ for whom they all feemed to 
have a great Re(pe<3:, which made me con- 
chide very ji^ly (as it appeared afterwards) 
that he was Chairtmm of that Club, and 
that they paid an implicit deference to his 
Juc^ment. An Acqcudntance in thofe Places, 
vooknow, isfbonmade; and therefore after 
naving put in my Word with him about the 
Y 4 Weather 
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Weather and the News, and accommodated 
him out of my Box with a Pipe of good Vir^ 
ginia, I took an opportunity to let him know 
what had been the Subjeca of th? Difcourfe 
before he came. And having with great ex* 
adnefs given him the feveral Opinions of his 
Friends, I appealed to his fuperior Underftaad- 
ing for the Vindication of yoar Honour. 

This made them aH look with an uneafy 
Surprize ; for as I had fat mute among them, 
they thought I had not underftood, or at lead 
not liftned to what had pafled : Beddes, they 
were uneafy at the apprehenflons of coming 
under the lafh of bis judicious Cenfure ; an^ 
by this time, I could eafily difcero they had 
laid afide the dectfive Air, which each of them 
in his turn had afTumed before their Trejident 
came in. 

Their Oracle having tofled back his Wig, 
flroked his Forehead, knit his Brows, and 
performed the thoughtful and critical bite of 
the Lip, he pronounced a general Sentence, 
telling them with a magifterial Air and Voice, 
That they were every one wrong in their O- 
pinions, and that none of them had hit upon 
the trueDefed of your Paper : Next he pro- 
ceeded to a particular Cenfure ; and firft he fell 
unmercifully upon the poor Alderman^ tell- 
ing him with a Smile of Contempt, that the 

Letter relating to the Lord C- r, was 

written according to the Rule of a certain 
beautiful Figure of Rhetorick called Ironia ; 
aud that if he had been converiaot with 

;he 
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the Works of the beft Orators, he would have 
fcen the Defign in a better Light, and not 
have miftaken an Elogium for a oarcafm. 

Next, he took the ^aker to task, and 
told him with an air of Raillery, that if his 
fandified Profeflion had permitted him to 
read profane Authors, he would have known 
that the P L A C E N T -ffi, which many learn- 
ed Linguifis have tranilated Cheefe-Cakes^ 
were formerly a part of the Prieft^s Income 
from the Sacrifices ; (b that S C A R F's ac- 
knowledgment of being allowed the Benefit 
of them by his Lord, did not ihew any Glut- 
tony in him, hut probably was only introdu- 
ced to let the World know that his Patron has 
a juft regard for the Sacerdotal Fun6fion, and 
is willing to pay the Clergy I N K I N D. The 
fame (continued he) may be faid of the regard 
paid him from the Servants by their Mailer's 
Order ; and it gives us to underftand in an 
oblique manner, that his Lord is no ftranger 
to Hatner^ Virgil, and other great Writers 
of Antiquity, who all aflign to Priefts the 
next Honour to Kings. 

The laft who underwent his Corredion, 
was the l^ancing-Majler^ whom he afliir'd 
that the dificrent manner of addrefling the 
Authors us*d by the Correfpondents of the 
Spdlator and thofc of Hibemicus, was no 
way eflential in any Country but in France : 
And he added with a loud Laughter, that he 
would undertake to perform a ^jirr hie Dmct 
£ot him on the publfck Stage^ if there were 

any 
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any (ucb Cricicifm to be met with in any one 
Page of Longinus. 

Having chus correded them every one 
in his turn, he compoied hi5 Looks to a pro* 
fband Gravity, ana told them that^ in his 
Opinion, (which he mud: fay was not the 
mod defpicable in the World) your Paper 
(accordiitt; to MartiaPs account of his own 
Works) contained fome good, fome bad. and 
(bme indifferent Things ; which he Hid not 
think ought to make toe Journal be unckr* 
valued^ becaufe you had kept it up for a con* 
fiderabie time ; and that the judicious Fkccus 
hitnfelf in his Art of Toetry aliow'd the Au- 
thor a Nap in the Courfe of a tedious Work* 
So much being premised in your favour^ he 
put up his fore-finger to his ^k>fe) and ac* 
quainted us all that he was coming to the 
main Point : I am certain (faid he) that net* 
ther Hibemicnj nor any of his Correipon* 
dents are good Grecians \ for as th^ Greek 
aboudds with valuable Afophthegms^ I dare 
affirm, had they underload the Language^ 
they would have made u(e of it in the 
Mottos prefixed to the Paper. This let me 
tell you. Gentlemen, is the only true and 
important Objedlion againft the Journal: 
But I beg yon may not make it publick, for 
I have a great.regard for Induftry^ and ihould 
be unwilUng to <^courage any weU*meaning 
Authoc 

I WAS extremely pkafed to find all your 
Crimes reducM to one by the learned Ju!^ : 

It 
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It gave me ib mnch Courage, that I was re- 
ibly'd to pnih the matter fiirtber, and bring 
you off mtirdy clear, by reprefenting to him 
(very unluckily^ as it happened) in the Sj^c^ 
fater^s PhrsS^ that the rndt m^ht be owing 
to the Printers, moft^tf whom in this King- 
dom arc of the TROJAN PARTY, and 
haveno other than TROJAN INSTRU- 
MENTS. Bot, to my great furprize, he 
tutnM fhort iq^on me ; telling me that he nei- 
ther underftood nor deiired to know, what I 
meant by the TROJAN PARTY or 
their INSTRUMENTS, fbr that he had 
laid it down as a Maxim in Life to preferve 
bimfelf ignorant of ail Politicks ancl Party- 
Bnfinefs. 

As ibon as he had iaid this, he gave 4 
wink to the Company^ to fignify to them (as 
I imagine) that I was a dangerous Man, and 
roje op : All the reft fbllowed him with great 
ObfeqnioiilhefS) looking back at me over their 
flioulders with a frown^ and wbifpering to one 
another in inch a manner, as convinced me 
that their Leader's Looks had prepoiTels'd 
them very much to my Difadvantage. 

I T amazed me terribly at firft to find that 
yon and I were both fb ul uled ; the one con* 
demned, and the other tacitly accufed, after 
fb abrupt a manner, and without a fair hear- 
ing : but being left alone and at leifure fbr 
renedion, it came into my thoughts after 
ibme fludy, that the moft efledual method 
ftr clcarii^ the Chara<%er of your Journal 

would 
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would be CO fend you the above Greek Motto, 
which all good Judges will allow to contain, 
tho in the fpace of four Words, the lubftan- 
cial Part of all the Learnings in the Frontif^ 
pieces of daily or weekly Papers, put toge- 
ther. I affirm, to fuch of your Readers as 
do not underfland the Greeks that without 
tlie help of this unparalleled Motto, Homer 
would nave made no very lading figure in 
the World in Poetry, Ariftotle in Tbilofofhy, 
^emofthenes in Oratory, or Thucydides in 
Hiftory : Nay, were I not afraid of the im» 
putati6n of Libertinilm, I would even in- 
clude the Evangelifts, except St. Matthew. 
Such is the incomparable Cabbaliftick Virtue 
of this Motto ! for the truth of which I ap- 
peal to the Learned. 

If this be of any advantage to the Repti- 
ration of your Paper, I fhall, if I live, fend 
you fbme other of the fame fort about the 
beginnine of next jlpriL In the mean time 
give me leave to aflure you that, 

J am^ Sity 

Tour fincere Friend^ 

And humble Servant^ 

N.N. 

N^4J- 
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N^ 41. Saturday, January 8, 1724. 




7i? H IBERNIGUS. 

Quis tarn ejfet ferreus^ aui earn vitam jerre fojfet^ 
cuiqiie' mn auferret fruHum voluptatum omnium 
folitudoi Toll. 

SIR, 

I E N of a philofophical Temper are 
exceeding apt, from having taken 
too near a View of human Life^ 
to grow tired with the Profped, 
and to reprefent all its Enjoyments 
as undeferving that Care and Eagerael^ with 
which they are commonly purfued. Others 
^in, who have been diiappointed in the 
Chale of Wealth or Power ; who have been 
unluccefsful in their Applications to the Rich» 
the Great, or the Fair, unhappy in their 
Friend/hips, or difconcerted in Bufinefs, im- 
mediately commence a Quarrel with the 
World, cry out at the Ridiculoufnefs of Life, 
and laugh at all Mankind for Fools and Cox- 
combs, who trouble their Heads about any 
thing farther in human Aflairs, than what 
mav contribute to their own Bale in a private 
and una(^ive Station. 

As 

2 
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As nothiog ismoreufiial among unthinking 
Perfons^ than to over-rate the Secondary Goods 
of Life, it is a generous and manly Pare in 
Men of Senfe and Reflexion, to fliew where^ 
in the true Ufe and Worth of them confifts, 
and by that means prevent the numerous Dill 
orders occafioned by an immoderate Fondnels 
of them. With this honeft and laudable In* 
tention many grave Authors have compo(ed 
Volumes, filled with ^ge Counfeb and In- 
llrudions againft our being entangled in thofe 
gilded Snares, and fufTering our Minds to be 
enflaved with the Charms of fuch empty and 
unfubftantial Bleflings. But fuch is the Infir- 
mity of human Nature, that when Men exert 
their greateft Force to accomplifh any End» 
there is then the greateft Danger of overihoot* 
ing the Mark, and, if one may ufe a very 
common Simile, of falling on Scylla^ in feek- 
ing to avoid Charybdis. 

T H us has it fared oftentimes with Writers 
on Philofophy. Intent to fhcw the Folly 
and Vanity of placing Happinefs on things 
without us, they have treated thofe things in 
fuch a manner, as if the Poffeflion of them 
were of no Ufe or Significance in Life at all. 
And becaufe the World, in the ordinary Situa- 
tion of Things, is a Scene where far the 
greateft Part oftheReprefentation confiftsinan 
odd heterogeneous Mixture of trifling Bufinefs» 
and ferious Farce ; becaufe Fools or Knaves 
are generally the Perfons who make the prin- 
cipal Figure in the Drama ; and becaufe the 

Noife 
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Noife and Show made in it have (b little Con- 
nedion with mental Pleafure, and inward Sa* 
tisfadion: For thefe cogent Reaibns, the 
wife Man is prudently admoniihed to with* 
draw himlelf from (b fenfelefs and tumultuous 
a Theatre, and wrapping himfelf up m his 
Virtue, retire to fome lonely Place, where 
he may enjoy uninterrupted Quiet and Ob* 
fcurity. Thus the good Man is taught to 
make the mod of his own Goodnefs, and to 
prevent a bafc degenerate World from having 
any ihare in it : Thus are we to follow Na- 
ture, by breaking ofTallCorrefpondence with 
our Species : And fo ought we to regard out 
End, as to do nothing eife but contem* 
plate it. 

In this Light, I own it, I muft always look 
on thofe pompous and florid Harangues in 
praife of Solitude and Retirement, which a* 
dom the Writings of many of our moral Phi- 
lofbphers. For what are Solitude and Retire- 
ment, when taken up only with a view of 
our own Eafe, and to enjoy the pleadng 
Languifhments of Melancholy and Specula- 
tion, but a mere running away from the World, 
and bidding it ihift for inelf the^beft way it can ? 
And what is this different from a full Renun- 
ciation of .Humanity, and bartering away our 
ibcial and rational Pleaiiires for a Felicity un- 
natural to us, fince we have not Capacities 
lufficient for the complete Enjoyment of it ? 

I CAN excufe the Raptures and Vifions of 

the Poets on this Subjed:. Let them employ 

I ail 
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all the Power of Wic and Fancy, laviih all the 
Graces of Defcriprioa, and dip their Pencils 
in the richeft Colours that Language can af- 
ford» to paint the Sylvan Scenes, the feque- 
ftered Groves, and delicious Retreats of the 
gentle Nymphs and Swains, whom they make 
the Inhabitants of thofe fair Abodes. Such 
Keprefentations are, no doubt, extremely plea« 
fing, and perhaps will have no very bad Influ« 
ence upon the youthful land gay part of Maji« 
kind, whole Heads are filled with rambling 
Notions, and their Minds perpetually roving 
from Pleafure to Pleafiire, thro^ a tedious Cir* 
cle of Noife, Show, and Impertinence. To 
reduce (ucb volatile Spirits, and dired them to 
fome one regular Purfuit of Beauty and Pleafure, 
it may be necefTary to fboth them with agree- 
able Landskips of Retirement, and the rural 
Life, the Ideas of which have in all Ages, I 
know not how, been afTociated with thofe of 
Love and Innocence. This is only bending 
the Mind a contrary way, that it may reco* 
verits dueTenfion and Straitnefs. A wild 
Youth foftened into Love, is as good as half 
reformed. And tho the purling Stream, and 
the fblitary Walk feem to be his chief Enjoy- 
ments, there is no great danger of his com- 
mencing Savage, and becoming folely ena- 
moured of the Lifelefs Beauties of Nature, 
while a Living Form keeps its room in his 
Heart and Wilhes ; or that an unfbcial Tem- 
per ihould grow out of a Padion, which termi* 
nates in the propagation of the Species. 

But 
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BnT when Pbilofbphers talk in the fame 
Key, and in the oftencation of cloie Thinking 
and invincible Argument, endeavour to per^* 
iiiade Men, that true Virtue and Happinels 
are only to be found in a Shade or a Cloifler^ 
methinks the Jed is carried a little too far^ As 
vain a thing as the World may be, however 
empty its Pleafures and impertinent its Bufmeis, 
yet am I not for having all the Men of Senfe 
run away into the Woods, and exchange the 
iniignificant Converfation of unthinking Mor- 
tals for a Commerce with the Skies. And 
whatever Deformity or Difcord may appear 
in the prefent Frame and Conftitution of the 
moral World, I apprehend it would at leaf): 
be as virtuous to forego a little of our own 
Eafe and Quiet, in attempting to fmooth the 
ru^ed Features, and compofe the jarring 
Notes of Mankind, as to indulge the lolitary 
Satis&^ion of contemplating inanimate Beau-^ 
ty^ or liftning to the intellcdual MuHck of 
the Spheres. 

I AM far from thinking, that upon (bme occa-^ 
fions it may not be both the Intereft and the Du<» 
ty of a wil^ and good Man to retire from the 
Horry of Affairs, and enjoy the Pleafures of a 
private and inoff^nfive L^fe. A Man who has 
worn himfelf out in the Service of his Country 
or Mankind, has a right to difpofe of the Re^ 
mainder of his Days in whatever Purfuits tend 
moft to Self-enjoyment. And indeed they 
are only fuch great Souls, that have Talentsi 
fufficient to fupport a retired Life with Com- 
. yoLl. Z fort 
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fore and Dignity. Nor can the iame Privi* 
J^c be denied the virtuous Man in a time of 
univerfal Corraption and Violencey when to 
ftem the Tonent of publick Mifchief| wocdd 
be an attempt not only vain, but dangerous. 
In liich Cafes, 

HHien Vice prevails^ and imfhus Men bear fvjayj 
The Pofi of Honour is a frivate Station. 

A noble Author, whofe Writings breathe 
the mod extenfive Love of Mankind, and the 
mod generous Notions of pubUck Viitue, has 
ventured to (ay yet more in favour of Retire^ 
ment : ^ That not only the bed Authors^ but 
^ the bed Company require this Seaibning» 

* Society it feif cannot be rightly enjoy- 
^ ed without feme Abdtnence and feparate 

* Thought. All grows infipid, doll, ami tire* 
<fom, without the heipoffbme Intenralsof 
^Retirement. Do thde Lovers undeiftaod 

* the Intered of their Loves, who by their 
^ good-will would never be parted for a Mo* 

* ment ? Or would they be difcreer Friends, 
' who would chufe to live together on foth 
' Terms? What Rdifii then oiuft the World 
^ have (that common Wprld of mixVI and u&« 
' diftinguiihM Company) without a tittle So- 
^litudr; witfaoutflepping now and then aiidci 
^ out of the RMd end ^aten Track of life* 
< that tedious Cfrde of Noile and Show, which 
^ forces wearied Mankind CO feek Rtlief from 

* ey«y poor Di v^on ?* 
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Et no means, however, are we to under- 
ftand thcfe Concediods as Arguments for that 
oonftant and iotire Efltangement from the 
World# which feems to be the Drift of chofe 
Gentlemen who are fb profufety eloquent in 
the praifes of Solitude and Obfcurity. We 
might with equal propriety infer the Uiefulnefs 
of Starving on account of the Benefits of 
Temperofffi^ Some degree of Solitude, and 
Ibme intervals of Leifure ate doubtiefs necef^ 
fiiry* tint why are they fo ? Only on this ac- 
coant, t|iatby a little relaxation oar flagging 
Spirits may recover their Force, and we return 
to the Bafioeis of Life with the more Vigor 
and Cheaf fulnefs* Solitude affords us Oppor* 
tunities of enlai^og and improving our Minds. 
But why are we to improve our Minds at all? 
Is it not to render us ufeful in Society, and 
capable of enjoying it wtfh the greater ele- 
gance and latisfadion ( and not merely to 
? ratify an indolence of Temper, delicacy of 
ancy, or enthuffafin of Speailation P 
Oua being obliged to have recourfe to 
poor Diveritona for relief from the noife and 
nurry of the World* is no good reafon for an 
intirc deferring of it, and renouncing all Cor* 
re&ondence with it. The fame Argument 
urill rake place jagainft Retiremeot it ieif. Our 
Hflppinela ilepends upon our Di/pofition in 
every Ciraamfiance and Condition of Life. A 
Mindover-fun with Difconrent and Sullen* 
nefs, will be the lame in Solitude as in Socie- 
ty. Nor is there any great likelihoofU that a 

Z a Man 
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. Man infcnfible to the Charms of rational Con* 
verfation, ihould ever make an agreeable, or 
even a (atisfedory Companion to himfelf. 
Will the fair F^ce of Nature aflbrd a perpetual 
Enjoyment to one who has taken a di^ufl: at 
the Human Countenance divine? Have the 
Fields and Flowers a greater variety of beau- 
tiful Appearances, than are to be met with in a 
Courfe of honed and virtuous Adions? Is the 
Bu^ Hum of Men a lefs agreeable Sound than 
that of a murmuringBrook r Or can we promife 
ourfelves.a purer or more lading Delight from 
the Contemplation of azure Skies, a gilded 
Horizon, or an enamelled Mead, than in the 
profped of that infinite Variety of intelledual 
Forms arifmg out of the feveral Relations, Dn* 
ties, Friendfhips, Alliances, and Communities 
of Mankind? 

SoLiTUDs then bids no fairer for procu* 
ring us lafting Eafe and Content^ than Com* 

t)any and Bufmeis. They are mutually Re- 
iefs to each other ; and the mod felf-feeking 
Perfon in the World will find it his intereft to 
cultivate Society for his own fake. So that 
the Quedion comes at laft to this* Whether 
the Good of Society will be mod efle<^ally 
promoted by a virtuous Man, when he con- 
tents himfelf with ading in a private Sphere^ 
or when he prefTes forward into the Croud and 
Bufmefs of the World : And this every Man 
mud decide for himfelf, according to the Abi- 
lities and Opportunities which l»ve been gi- 
ven him by Providence 

Certain 
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Certain ic is, that without fbme degree 
of (octal Enjoyment, Ibme kind of Friendftip, 
and Communication of Sentiments, Pieafures, 
and Affedions, the moral World muft fall to 
pieces, aud human Life become a very com- 
fortlels and ondeiirable State. For this reafon 
we find, that however various aud inconftant 
the Humours of Mankind may be, yet the 
fbcial Principle dill remains in fome degree in 
the mod depraved and corrupted part of the 
Species; and a perfect Mifanthropiji is as 
mere a Chimera as any we meet with in the 
Fidions of the Poets. Every Man has his 
Knot of Friends and Acquaintance, his little 
Commonwealth^ whofe Affairs (it near his 
Heart, and to whofe Intereft he can (bmetimes 
with great chearfulnefsfacrifice his own. Peo- 
ple of this Stamp are much o(tner found in Pairs 
in the Fields, or a Garden, than at the croud- 
ed Levee, or in the debating Senate. And 
perhaps it were happy for Mankind, if they 
were allof the fame quiet and unafpiring Dil^ 
pofition ; and that the World carried a Face 
of le(s Intrigue and Policy, than what it wears 
at prefent. But (ince (b it is, that Ambition 
and Luft of Power, under the difguife of ge- 
nerous publick Spirit, and extenfive Benefi- 
cence to Mankind, have and do thrufl them- 
(elves into the Bufinefs and Management of 
the greater and more numeroqs Communities ; 
it is the duty of the peaceable and well inclin- 
ed few, who make not a mere pretence of 
Love to their Fellow-Creatures, to roulc 

Z 3 them^ 
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thcmfelves up in behalf of Virciie^ aodprcveac 
the licde^ the ioterefted, and ddligbittg JVIei^ 
dlersin Affairs from ufiirping the folo Dire^ioD 
of them, and employing their PoWet in th^ 
de(tru<Aion of what it was intended to prdcrve. 
And they who are ib etiamoured of Retire^ 
menti as to decline a Service of this nature^ 
have no claim to the BncoftiiiuDS attending the 
Retreat of the Wile and Oood^ who having 
uSted their part on the publick Theatre, aK 
defirous to defcend from that Charader« and 
enjoy in private thii Pleafure of reflecftii^oa 
their pall Labours^ when they are no longer 
in capacity to continue them. ' 

I p thele Thoughts Ihould happen to prove 
agreeable to yoUrS» as from fome things I havt 
met with in youf Papers* I am apt to tinnl^ 
they may, your fending them into the Worl^ 
Will be eftceraed a Favour to their Author^ 
who is with much fuKsrity^ 

SIR, 

'Jfour humble Servant^ 

PuBLICOtA, 



N?4i, 
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N^ 42. Saturday^ January ly, 172^. 
To the Author of the DubUn JoumaL 

' Incerta hac fi tu peftules 
Ratione certafacerey nihih plus agas, 
Quamji des oferam^ ut cum ratione infantas. T e &• 

SIR. 

m be what diftiogaifhes 

in iuch a manner, as to 

he Definition of the Spe- 

he very Peculiar, which 

over all the other Ranks 

of Animals ; yet I am fometimes apt to thinks 

that either the Definition is not altogether fb 

univerfal as we flatter onrfelves, or elie, that 

this fame boafted Faculty, thro' fbme flrange 

Misfortune or other, is in many Cafes rather 

a Lofs and Detriment to us, than an Advan* 

tage and Privilege. 

I NTELLiGENCB and Reafbn are fi-oquent« 
ly taken in one and the fameSenfe. But with- 
out pretending to a very k^cal exadnefs, I 
apprehend it may be eafily fhewn, that therc^ 
is a wide difference between them. The one 
fuppofes acftiui Knowledge, the other only a 
Faculty of attaining in Every intelligent 
Z 4 Pcrfon 
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Pcrlbn may juftly be faid to have Reafbn ; 
but it will not follow that every one who has 
Reafon is a Pcrfon of Knowledge and Intelli- 
gence. It requires no very large Acquaint- 
ance among Mankind, to diicover great num- 
bers of People who know much, without ever 
having realoced much ; and others again, who 
have reafoned all their Life lopg, and yet ne^* 
ver acquired the fmallefl: Pittance of ulefiil or 
valuable Knowledge. 

I BELIEVE, the Panegyricks Men h^ve 
bellowed on themfelves on account of this 
admired Faculty, have been one great caufe 
why the Generality of them have made fo 
little good ufe of it. We have as much Rea- 
fon as will ferve to make us proud and poiiti ve* 
but not enough to (hew us the Limits of our 
own UndeVftanding, or dired us to employ 
it in (uch Inquiries as tend to make us wiier 
and better, and enable us to pafs thro' Life 
profitably to others, and agreeably to our- 
ielves. 

If this were not fo, a great partof what the 
World now a-days calls Learning, would abate 
much[of the Priceit bears, either in the Clofets 
or Converfation of thole Gentlemen, who fet 
up for mighty Adepts in refined Literature, 
and abflrufe Eradition. It is imagined, that 
our greateft Worth and Excellency confifls in 
the Uireudneis pf our Notions, and the Eale 
with which we are able to folve Points of 
great Darknefs and Difficulty. Andconfe- 
quently we rate ourfclves, or other Men, no^ 

accor4* 
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according to the incafare of ideful Knowledge 
we have acqoired, but according to the Abi- 
lities and Labour requifite to the attaining onr 
Knowlec^e, whether it be nfefiil or not. 

T H u s let a Man have ever fo ftrong natu- 
ral Senie ; let him be well verfed in the Cha* 
raiders and Tempers of all thofe he has any 
kiod of fiuiinefs with, perfedly acquainted 
with the common Affairs of Life, and even no 
ftranger to the moft important and general 
Concerns of the Society in which he lives ; 
yet with all theie neceffary and valuable Qua* 
liiications, he (hall never acquire, I will not 
fay the Tide of a Man of Learning, but a- 
mong the Gentlemen fb called, the Reputa- 
tion of a Man worth converfing with. Know- 
ledge, it mud be own'd he has, and that fort of 
Knowledge too which renders a Man moft capa- 
ble of doing (ervice to his Country , or Mankind. 
But becaule this Knowledge has coft him little 
ftudy, and given him few Avocations from 
the Bufineis and Offices of Life, both\he and 
it have the Misfortune to be reckoned con- 
temptible. While the only valuable Men, 
the Lights of the World, and the Ornaments 
of their Age, are thofe worthy Vegetables^ 
that have fpent their whole Lives in amaffing 
together 

The learned Lumher of an idle Brain. 

How deferving (uch Perfbns are of the 
iplendid and honourable Titles they fo libe* 
rally beftow on each other, may be beft col- 

leded 
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kded from the Worth of the Difcovcrics their 
Labours have prodaced, and the Emolument 
Mankind has received from them. What t 
mighty curious and valuable Work would k 
be efteemed» if ibme profound Antiquary- 
ihould give the World a perfed Account of 
the Extint) and feveral Stages and Turnings 
of the antient AfpUn Caule^way ? And yet 
he who knows the Road from Dublin to 
Limerick^ knows a Particular of the lame 
kind, and of much more importance in the 
prefent circumflances of things. Is a Man 
to be eftecmed a Perlbn of great Wifdom 
and Knowledge, who in his Clofet can with 

?eat exadnels compute the Value of At tick 
alentSy and Reman Sefterces, and yet« is 
not able to cafr up his Club in a Tavern- 
Reckoning ? Or where is the great difference 
betwixt knowing the Size, F^e, and 
Height of an antient Greek m Roman Obe- 
lisk, and that of the old Tower of Swards^ 
which at preient makes fo grand an Appear- 
?nce in the lately publiflied Natural tliftery 
of Ireland 'i And what Preeminence has 
the Giants Cau/eway beyond all others in 
the Nation, that the Knowledge of it friould 
be accounted a Matter of Science and Lite- 
rature, while we efleem it a trifle to be able to 
travel thro' the whole Country without % 
Guide ? 

All thefe Infrances, and many more 
which might be given, ferve abundantly to 
ihew, that human Reafbn is capable of being 

^ very 
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very groOy mt&pplicd, which it coald not be, 
were it not for the Weaknefs of the Principle 
it (elf. For as it is this by which Mankind 
pnght to be condaded in their Adions, it is 
evident, that whenever it leads ns into wrong 
or trifling PorfnitS) it mnft be from fome De* 
fed or Error in the Judgment io mi%Qided ; 
it being cqiuily a Miuakei and indeed of 
worie confequence^ becanfe not fo eafily re^ 
calkd, to chafe a wrong Road at firft, as it 
is afterwards to go out of the right one. And 
therefore our Reaibn fails us as much, when 
it is employed in infignificant or ufelefs In« 
quiries, however iiicceisfol, as when it leads 
us to eipoufe the wrong fide of a Quefiion of 
real ufe and importance. On any other 
, Scheme, the Rcalon of Children will (land 
as high as that of Peribns grown up to foil 
maturity of Judgment and Experience ; fince 
in their little Amdements ana Diverfions we 
ihall frequently find them carrying on what 
they think tKeir bufinefs, by as proper me** 
thods and ways as any one elfe could con< 
trive for that purpofe. The only Enor lies 
in the End they propofe to themfelves, 
which having nothing valuable in it, juftly 
comes under the denomination of child! Jh and 
jrrationaL 

In che fiunemanner^ tho perhaps it may 
require as much Forefight» cleamels of 
Thoi^ht, and as ftvere an Exercife of the 
reafoning Faculty, to become a confiderable 
Proficicoc ifl 0|C Q^ie of Cbefs, 99 to ar- 
rive 
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rive at a good d^ee of Skill in ufeful Mathe- 
matical Learniog; yet I think it will be 
leadilv granted, that for a Man to emplov 
his whole time and pains in making himfeif 
Mafter of that (peculative Amulement, would 
be highly unreafonable and unmanly. So 
that it is not the Exercife of Reafbn, confi* . 
dered merely as fuch, which renders Men ufe* 
fal or valuable^ but exercifing it in fuch a 
way, and in fuch purfuits, as will n)oft effec« 
tuaily enable us to promote our own true 
Happineis, and the Intereft of Mankind. . 

Th£S£ Conflderatiqns may be of ule* if 
carried along with us, in our view of fome 
other ways of employing human Reafon, 
whicri have a more plaufible appearance, 
And ^ generally reckoned among the 
higheft ah^ mod refined Occupations of the 
Underftandhig* . Such are the curious and 
nice Inquiries into abftrad: Truths, and ge- 
neral Theorems, which are io enchanting to 
fine and fpeculative Genius's, and have in all 
Ages been puriiied with (uch eagernef^ and 
induftry, partly on account of the exquifitc 
Pleafure they afford the ftudious Mind^ ^^ 
partly on a (iippofition of their opening a way 
to noble and important Diicoveries. 

But whoever has been acquainted with 
the Hiftory of Learning, and the Nature of 
abflirad): Knowledge, cannot be ignorant, that 
this iafl End, which is indeed the only true 
End of Reafon, and ought to be the chief 
defigQ of all learned Inquiries, has feldom 
I been 
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been much advanced, nor bids very fair for 
being fo^ by the more iubcle and mecaphyfi- 
cal kind of Studies. All the Objeds of our 
Knowledge (as Mr. Locke^ one of the bed 
aiid mod rational of the whole Train of Phi- 
lofbphers, has largely demonftrated) are par- 
ticular Beings, dom the Properties and Rela- 
tions of which all our abftracft Ideas, and ge- 
neral Maxims are drawn, by the Mind re- 
fleiSing on itfelf» and what palTes within it* 
From whence it is evident, that our Know* 
lec^e is lefs or greater, the fewer or more par- 
ticular things we are acquainted with, and 
that the Uie of general Truths is only to fup- 
ply the Dcfedsofour Knowledge in Particu- 
lars. And therefore they who make an E- 
lopement from the World, that great Store- 
houfe of Materials of true and uleful Know- 
ledge, and to fhuu the Converfatibn of Man- 
kind, hide themielves in their Clofets, to 
hunt after Effences and IdeaSy Subftances and 
Accidents^ Concretes and Abfira6is^ and fuch 
like, feem to me to begin at the wrong end, and 
to ad full as abiurdly as they who fhould at« 
tempt to teach one the four and twenty Let- 
ters, by giving a Grammatical Definition of 
the Alphabet. At leaft it is much like learn^ 
ing to Ready and then making no other Ufe 
of it than to ftady Orthography and Syntax. 

The uncertainty of thefe Studies is an« 
other convincing Proof of the mifapplicatioa 
of Reafon in purfuing them. All Men have 
never yet^ and probably never will co<ne to 

an 
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AD agreenieoc what Signs Aidl ^ooftandy mi 
{Mreciiely ftaod for the Ideas ib their MiodSi 
Aod this muft necdlarily occaHoo infiDfttf 
wranglii^ and cbnfqfion in fpeaking about 
them. The real Eileaces, and a great fnaoy 
Qualities of all Beiogs» are, by the confeffioti 
of the whole philoibphical World, utterly un« 
known, and ever will be To to all finite Un« 
derftandings. To what purpofe therefore do 
Men inquire \fito the Nature of Beings, where* 
to all they can gain by their inquiries is the 
Knowledge of their being iocomprebeofible ? 
What have I got when I have learned the 
whole Syftem of Do^rioes relating to Ideai^ 
and the various ways we coi^e by them, the 
di^erent Compreheofion and Extent of them. 
bow they are diflinznUhed aod compared in 
the Mind, aod the NeceflTity of bavii^ them 
dear and determinate in order to the ducovery 
of the Truth? Where, I lay, is the Advau* 
ti^e I have gained by all this ? Will this help 
me to underftand myfelf, or Human Nature 
the better? Will it in^rove soy AWt&ions, 
or make me Q)ore prudent io the management 
ofmy Aflairs ? Does it enlarge my Knowledge 
to be told, that my Ideas are the immediate 
Obje^s of it? Or will my being made reofi<* 
ble, that I cannot discover Truth without 
having clear Ideas, free me 6om my preieot 
Darknefe and Coofiifion? I iaoly, whoever 
fiiall ferioofly ask dieie C^eftioos of bis owo 
Heart, will fee lictJe realbn £ir TaHniig biio* 
Mi upoo fncb AecomplUbaiefiOi What tbeo 

mud 
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mod: ic be to devote t whole Life to fiich 
empcy and barren Speculations? Is not this 
living CO ftudy, infiead of ifaidying to live ? 
Is it Dot cxercifing Reaibn» merdy for the 
iafce of exercifing it ; and a perpetual airing 
of the Underflanding, inftead of etnpkying it 
in fiofineft ? And what does this come to at 
kft, but €um Rat tone infsmire i 

How many Men have made tfaemfehres 
vSSAtSk CO this Tlanet they lived npoo^ i^ 
computing the Diftanccs and Magnitudes of 
thQ/e that roll about ic? And yet we are 
not at a much greater certainty about the 
true Syftem of tte Untverie than formerly^ 
And too we could arrive at it^ I would lain 
know, what Mankind would be the better 
for it ; (ince it is impoffiUe to contrive any 
means of Communication between them and 
OS. i know, it has bnn faic^ that this kind 
of Knowledge tends to give us more auguft 
and exalted Notions of the Divine Power and 
Wifdom. This however is an ESk& con- 
fined DO a very few Perfbns, who by apply^- 
ing their Genius fbme other way, might have 
glorified God much more e&dually, by pro* 
mocing the Happinels of his Creatures. Be- 
fides, he muft be a fbpid Wretch indeed, who 
does not with his naked Eye find room e- 
noQgh to admire infinite Power and Wifdom 
in the Formation of the Univerfe, without the 
affiftance of Telefcopes, or the Knowledge of 
the Newtonian Philofbphy. For my part, I 
cannot conceive, how the Knowledge of the 

vaft 
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vaft Diftance and Greatnefs of the Son, fhould 
more influence our Love and Admiracion» 
than that genial Warmth, and chearfui Light* 
which he communicates to the wliole human 
Race. Nor am I afhamM to own my ielf 
one of thofe dull Souls, who think the Stars, 
^ they a[^ar in the glorious Canopy of Hea* 
ven in a ferene Evening, full as beautiful a 
Pidure, as when I conceive them ib many 
Suns, furroonded with their attendant Th<^ 
nets^ and Satellites. 

I DESIRE not to be mifimderftood, as if 
by what I have laid in this, and a former Pa- 
per on the fame St^jed, I entirely difapprove 
of the more curious Parts of Learning. No ; 
1 think them proper Amufements for the lei« 
fnre hours of a wife and good Man. But 
there is a great difFerence Mtwixt making a 
Recreation and a Bufinefs of them ; which 
laft is only what I condemn, wherein tho I 
ihould happen to think a little amifs, yet I 
perfuade |ny felf, the Lovers of Mankind wiH 
not juc^e my Miftake utterly unpardonable. 

I am^ Sir, 

Tour humble Siervant, 

HlBERMICUS. 



N%3* 
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N^43. Saturday, Jdnuary i^^ 172I. 

■ ■' ' ■ ' - ■■■"■ - *• 

To HlBERNICUS. 

N^n Hafwadiffimili argrnnento^ fedtamen 
Dijjimili oratiom funt foEla ac ftylo. Ter. 

s I k. 

E kind Reception given to a 
Parapbrafe of a DiviDt Poem which 
I formerly fent you, cannot but 
be very'j^eeaUc to me on a don- 
ble account, both as it feems an 
Approbation of a Performance I was under 
fome concera about, and a Proof of an Ai^ 
fertion I then advanced, that the general 
T^e is nothing fb corrupt and vitious, as 
fome Authors have endeavoured to perfuade 
us it is, in order to excufe the indecent Liber- 
ties taken by themfelves. 

The Spaniards have a Proverb among 
them. That he is a Fool who cannot write 
two Verfisi and none but a Madman will 
write fbiir. This diminutive Idea of Poetry 
was certainly taken up from the ill or imper* 
tinent Ufes to which that Art has, in all 
Ages, been too much applied. But as it is 
the height of Injuftice to condemn any Art or 
Vol. L A a Science, 
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Science, becaufe of the Folly or Blunders of 
ics ProfcfTors ; fo it is a great pity, that Poe- 
try fhould be reckoned only a trifling Amufe* 
ment, a mere "Jcu d'EJprit^ becaufe fomc 
People have made nothing of it but a Vehicle 
for extravagant Conceits, or the more perni- 
cious Conceptions of a polluted Imagination. 
They who have been converfarit in the Wri- 
tings of Antiquity mud be fcnfible, that a juft 
and regular Poem is one of the greateft and 
mod di/ficult Schemes the Wit of Man is ca- 
pable of forming. 

It is not the pointing of an Efigram, or 
the delicate turning of a Sonnet^ in which 
the Dignity and Excellency of Poetry con- 
fifts. The Knowledge of Nature ancf Man- 
kind is required in Compofitions, which de- 
rive all their Power of pleafing from the juft 
and beautiful l^eprefentation of Things, or 
Perfbns, as they either are or may be. Agree- 
able hereunto we find Horace eftablifhing this 
as a fundamental Rule for all kinds of Wri- 
ting, 

Scrilendi reSJe SAPEREejl Prlncipium & Pons. 

And the fame Author, than whom perhaps no 
Man ever better underflood Human Nature, 
when he defcribes the Qualifications of one 
fit to entertain and inflrud the Publick by 
Poetical Performances, gives him all the Ac- 
compliihments requifite for difcharging the 
bighcfl and moll important Duties of Life. 
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Quididicitpatria quid detent y & quid amiciSy 
Qj^iofii amore parens y quo f rater amanduSy & hofpes^ 
QuodfitConfcriptiyquodJudicis oftciuniy qua , 
Partes in bcllum mijji ducis ; ilk profeBo 
Redder^ perfona fcit convenient i a cuique. 

If thcfe ought to be the Qualities of'a Poet, 
it is evident, that a Poem mud have (bme- 
thing elle to render it truly fiich, befides Beau- 
ty of Phrafe and Harnlony of Numbers ; and 
confequently that all the Cenfures which lie 
agatnu Poetry, are not owing to the Art it* 
Iclf, but to thofe who have putofTTrifling or 
Profanenefs under that Name, and thereby 
made the Art fuffer in the fame manner that 
fomc others have done, thro* the Unskilful- 
nefs of impudent Pretenders. 

What I now fend you is on a Subjed the 
fitteft for Poetry of all others, and which, if 
more frequently purfued by thofe who excel 
in the Art, would very quickly remove the 
Objections which many wife and learned 
Men have raifed againfl it. Like what you 
have already done me the favour to publifh^ 
it is a Hymn to the Creator and Governor of 
the World, which celebrates his Praifes from 
different Topicks, and in a different manner. 
The one defcribes the Divine Power and Ma- 
jcfty in the wonderful Structure and Contri- 
vance of the great Univerfe ; while the other 
is confined to his OmnifcienCe, and his Wit 
domand Goodnefs in the Formation of Man. 
This therefore is writ with more Simplicity^ 

A a 2 tho 
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tho not Ie(s Beauty ; and does not confift fb 
much of exalted Dcfcriptioos, and bold Me- 
taphors, as of a certain Delicacy of Thought 
andtoncealed Antithefis^ which runs quite 
thro* it : To prefcrvc which, without lofmg 
the Gravity of the Poem/ and giving it too 
much of the Epgrammatick Turn« &s been 
the chief Care and Difficulty of the Author of 
the following Tranflation» But confideriiie 
how har^ it is to hit the true Meaning aim 
Genius of the Eaftern Writers, he has a great 
deal of reafbn to be diffident of his Pcrlbr* 
mance. 

I X has been thought proper to put this Piece 
into a difierent M^afore^ and Turn of Langiu^e 
from the Ibrmer, and even to throw k into 
the Reftraint of Rhyme and Stanza, in com- 
pliance with a Cuflom to which all die modern 
Languages have (b long (iibmitted. However, 
as every one knows that Rhyme was the In- 
vention of a barbarous Age, lb the Tranfla- 
tor is of opinion, that inftead of being an 
Advant^e, it is a Blemifli and a Fault in ow 
Verfification, and has nothing truly gracefiil, 
but rather oflfenfive to a well-taned Ear. It 
were therefore much to be wifhed, that in ati 
the nobler kinds of Poetry at leaft. it cootd 
be intirely laid afide. Our Tragic Writers 
haveie en the Advantage of baniihing it from 
their Compofitions. And furely it mod bo 
only Timoroufnefs which hinders them front 
alTerting their Liberty in all others. Bat this 
would be too bpld ao Attempt §» any but 

fome 
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fome great Genius, Inheriter of Mi/ton's Sjm- 
ric, as well as Choice, whofe high CoaMnand 
in the Realms of Tamajffus might give him 
fufficient Authority to juftify an Innovation^ 
which has been already more than once en- 
deavoured in vain. 

I amy Sir, ' 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

MUSOPHILUS. 



PSALM CXXXIX. Paraphrafcd. 

Mr Heart and all my Wtys, O God, 
By thee arefearch^d, and Itnown ; 
My ev^ry AB thine Eye perceives 

As quickly as my own. ^ 

Attendant on my Ste/>s all 'Day 

Thy 'Providence I fie. 
And in the Solitude of Night, 

Am frefint Jiill with thee. 

My Words thou know% ere from my Lifs 

The vocal Accents part. 
Or yet my brooding Thoughts have fbrm'^d 

Their ptr^fi in my Heart. 

Fruitlefi are all th^ attempts I make 

To hide from thee my Faces 
Tly mighty Tower ptrrounds mefiill^ 
' Andfiill thy Arms embrace. 

Aaj Oht 
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Oh ! how is Thought within me lojf^ 
When I this T>efth explore^ " 

Where all that Thought it felf can do 
Is, tremble ana adore ? 

Theboundlefs Realms of Space no Room 
Where thou art ahfent know ; 

In Heaven thou reign^Ji a glorious King^ 
An awful Judge below. 

The Morn's fwift Wings could I a fume. 

And travel with the Sun^ 
Thyjwifter Hand would check my Courje, 

Ere half my Courfe were run. 

Orjhould I court the Midnight Gloom 
To Jhade me from thy Sight, 

The Midnight Gloom at thy Aj^f roach 
Would kindle into Light. 

"Darknefs it felf affords no Veil. 

Nor Screen can inter pofe 
AgainJIthatTow'ry at whofe Qommand 

The Morning fir ft arofe. 

Goodnefs, andMajefty, andTow^r 
Thro^ all thy Works are Jhown ; 

Brightly di/plafd in Nature's Frame y 
Nor faintly in my own. 

When in the dark andfilent Womb 

A doubtful Form I lay^ 
let then thine Eye did find me out. 

And carefully furvej. 
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By thee their various Tlace and Vfe 

Were all my Tarts ajji^n'd. 
Ere yet thofe Tarts a Being had 

But in thy forming Mind. 

Thy Tow'r unfeen, with curious Art 
Th' unfightly Speck did frame. 

Till from thy HandafiniflfdTiece 
The wond*rous Fabrick came. 

Ten thoufand thoufand times my Life 

I to thy Goodnefs owe ; 
Thy daily Care preferves the Gift 

Thy Bounty did beftow. . 

Thy Mercies to my raviflfd Soul 

Apfear in Number more^ 
A Heap more difficult to fum 

Than all the fanded Shore. 

With conftant Joy my waking Thoughts 
To thee ^ my Gody Jhallflow, 

Who with impartial Juftice lafji 
ThefroudOppreffbr low. 

Far from me keep tV unholy Croud, 

That impioujly profane 
God's righteous Laws, and takehis Na me^ 

His awful Name, in vain. 

No more regard I private Wrongs, 

When Men dijhonour thee ; 
Thy Foes, whoever are thy Foes, 

I count the fame to me. ■' 



Aa4 
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Tet if within my treacherous Heart 
Inhere ought amip jhould prove. 

Oh ! fearch the lurking Mifchief ouf^ 
And by thy Grace remove. 

And if my Ways have been^erverfe^ 

Or foolijh in thy fights 
Recall them J Lord^ and in thy own 

Conduit, and fet me right. 



N^ 44. Saturday^ January 29, 1724.. 

To the Author of the Dublin Journal. 
Nos ^ mutamur in illis. Ovip. 

SIR, 

iMONQ the iqany Eatertain* 
meDts to be met >vith in our Ob- 
fervatioDs on Mankind, there is 
none, in my Opinion, more amo- 
(ing, than what ariies from their 
diflerent Habits, and the furprizing Revolu- 
tions io frequently brousht about by invea^ 
tive Fancies in the bufinds of Drefs. 

Time was, when the People of every 
Nation were as well known by their Habit 
as their Language. To put on a foreign Drefi 
was reckoned a renouncing of one's native 
' Country ; 
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Country $ and a Man was alwoR, as ill look^ 
ed upon for turning his Coat as his Religion, 
lonovacioos in Drefs were always reckoned 
as Prognoftications of ill Defigns on the 
State. And for that reafon it is not much to 
be wondered at, that a Fafliioo has in feme 
Countries been known to laft almoft as long 
as a Form of Government. 

The antient Romans are recorded to have 
been remarkably renacioos in this Point* 
They held the Violation of their Coftoms to 
be the next Step to an Attempt on their Liber- 
ty. And among the glorious Titles they 
turned) there is none they ieemed more 
paffionately fond of than the Nation of 
Gawnmen ; an Appellation given them by 
Virgil, in the fame breath wherein he com- 
pliments them as the Rulers of Mankind, and 
Lords of the Univerfe. 

By means of this their inviolable Attach* 
menc to their Clothing, the Learned World 
has received unlpeakable Satis&dicm and Im* 
provement. The Antiquaries and Criticks 
have been enabled to carry on their Diico-> 
veries with great Clearnels and Certainty, 
and to fettle the mod difficult Points de Ke 
Vejiiaria with demonftrative and fcientific 
£xa<dnefs» ibitable to the Dignity and Imjpor* 
tance of the Subject. Whereas had the Famton 
been as fluduatii^ with them as it is among 
us, it would have been impoflible, humanly 
ipeakittt, to have ever reduced matters to a 
jail anoregokur Syftem« Authors would have 

caught 
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caught cold id vain in adjufting the Figure 
and Dimenfions of a Roman Night«Cap. 
Many a (ore Throat would have been coo- 
tradled to no manner of purpofe in difputing 
the Queftion, whether or no Caius Marius 
ever wore a Cravat. And the learned Grif' 
vius would have found his Head ache much 
more after an inquiry into the Form of the 
Hat worn by the Dictator Sylla, when he 
fainted Tompey by the Title of the Create 
than ever it did after a Debauch of Old-Hock 
with the King of Toland. Not to mention 
the innumerable Inconveniences which might 
have followed from many profound Scholars 
being obliged to fit up all Night, and leave 
their Wives to lie alone^ before ever we 
ihould have had a juft, or even any tole* 
rable account of the Cut, Number and Quan- 
tity of Semfronids Petticoats ; or after what 
manner the adventurous Clelia, and the bold 
Companions of her Flight were tuck'd up, 
when they forded the Tiber in the prefencc 
of Torfena^ and his Army. 

Our Britijh Anceftors are alfo no left 
celebrated for their fteddy adherence to one 
kind of decent and (bldierly Garb. In thole 
times it was cfteemed no light matter t6 
ihake a bold Briton out of his Doublet. An 
Englijhman would have thought it an eternal 
dilgrace to have parted with his Coat, not- 
withftanding what any three of the beft Men 
ever France produced could lo to him ; the 
now one Taylor from that country, has the 

vanity 
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vanity to think himlelf able to make the 
whole Nation cad their Clothes, and to cue 
the Conquerors of his Grand Monarque at 
Hochjiet and Rammellies^ into whatever 
Shape he pleafes. 

It muft be owned however, that our 
Ancedors were a rude and unpoliihed kind 
of People, who underftood little of any thing 
genteel or elegant in Life. Nothing was 
more ufuial, than for Perfons of the higheft 
Quality and Diftindion to feed upon Beef 
and Bag- pudding, and that too at conftant 
and regular hours. Being extremely vain and 
infblent on account of their Liberty and 
Property, they imagined it below them to 
imitate the Manners or Cuftoms of any of 
their Neighbours, as being a Mark if not of 
Servitude at lead of Inferiority. Jealous to 
the lad degree of the Honour of their Coun- 
try, they held it for a Maxim, never to re- 
cede from the lead Tittle of their Privileges, 
an eflential part of which, they thought con- 
fided in the Right of wearing their Clothes in 
the precife Cut and Fafhion tranfmitted to 
them by their Ancedors. 

This unaccountable Humour continued 
for many Ages. And it is no le(s pleafanc 
than furprizing to obferve in Speed^s Chroni- 
cle, and other old Hidories, the Pidiures of 
our antient Monarchs. They cannot be (b 
properly (aid to be drefled, as to be clothed. 
Every thing about them feems rather defigned 
to keep out the Cold, or keep off an Enemy, 

than 
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than to make a courtly Appearance, or Ol^ 
tra<3; the Eyes of a Miftrcf$, Befides, there 
can be nothing imagined more ofTendve, to 
the Ladies elpecially, than the huge grifly 
Beards, which generally cover'd more thad 
one half of their Faces. Whether it was 
ufual with them to pare their Nails, Hiftory 
does not inform us. 'But this is certain, that 
fliould one of our antient Heroes make his 
entrance into a modern AHembly in his own 
proper Garb and Accoutrements, he would 
£o near to frighten all the Ladies out of the 
Room, who were not expofienced Widows, 
and turned of five and forty. 

At length, but at a mighty Diftaoce of 
Time, we abated of our Fiercenefs, and fub^ 
mitted, tho imwiUingly, and by (bw degrees^ 
to receive fome Information and Refinementa. 
We agreed to let our Bodies get a little more 
of the frefli Air, than bad been formerly ad* 
mitted. And the Ladies, notwithdindiQg 
their more tender and delicate Conftitutioau 
came with fo much readinefs into the De(^ 
of civilizing us, that it was obfervabk^ they 
made a much quicker progrds in ftrippiog 
than the Men. Troufers and Trunk- Breeches 
were new modelled after fuch a manner, at 
to give the Fair a better View of their Gal- 
lants Limbs; and this wasfoon after rewarded 
with the abrogation of the Rujf^ and the pub« 
Kck appearance of fiiowy Bolbms thro' the 
Nation. It is tn^, ibme time before the 
Civil Wari a Spindle^flianked Generatiosi of 
1 wild 
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wild young Sparks found meaas to bring Boots 
inco the Mode, and ferved all the welklimb^d 
Fellows the fenie Trick, which was endet* 
voored to have been put upon the Foxes^ 
by him who in the Fable is taid to have loft 
his Tail. But the Defign of this Fafbton wa» 
fo very evident, that it could only keep its 
ground during the Times of the publick Con- 
fbfion, and was laid aiide as foon as the Af* 
fairs of the Nation were fettled ; After which 
both Sexes united their Endeavours, and kept 
iuch good Intelligence with each other, that 
in a very few years there fiicceeded a great 
Reformation ; and the Reiblution of difen- 
cumbering themfelves of that Load of Gar- 
ment under which their Anceftors had groan* 
cd, was profecuted with all imaginable Sue-* 
ce(s. 

Op all the Parts of the antiedt Rufticity, 
the Beard was what made the longeft re* 
ffftance, and required the greateft Labour to 
extirpate. It difputed its Ground inch by 
inch, and liiftained innumerable Attacks be* 
fore it could be retrenched into a Whisker ; 
under which Denomination it continued to 
fupport its Charader and Figure for feveral 
years. OUver Cromwell is the firft upon 
Record, who had the boldnels intirely to 
fiipplant In And fo prejudiced were People 
ev^n then in favour of their antient Cuftoms, 
that it was reckoned a ^r^j^r^^/ Innovation, 
and as grievoufly refented as the Ads of Par- 
liameDt difchar^ng the old Irijh from plow* 

ing 
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iog with Horfe-Taite. But whether this 
might not be partly owing to the Hatred 
People bore to that Ufurper, will j^emain a 
Doubt ; efpecially fince upon the Reftoration 
we do not hear of any attempts made to give 
the Beard the lead fatisfadion for any former 
Defalcations. 

Peoples Eyes were beginning now to 
be opened, and ail Arts and Sciences receiv- 
ing daily Improvement : the Beau Monde^ 
not to M behind-hand with the reft of Man- 
kind, (et themfelves with the utmoft apph- 
cation to ftudy the important Bufmeis of 
Drefs in ail its Branches. And as new Difco- 
veries ^e the natural Refiiit of induftrious 
Refearches, it is incredible in how (faort a 
time new Theories of Apparel were invented 
among us, and how much the Outfides of all 
Ranks of Men thro^ thefe Nations were al- 
tered for the better. Neither the Royal 
Academy^ nor their Brethren of Grejham 
College, can boaft a greater number of Inven- 
tions than our Leaders of the Falhton. Their 
bold Strokes would juftly entitle them to Im- 
mortality, could we but recover the Names 
of the Inveptors. For to mention no more» 
what greater Fragrance can mortal Duft re- 
ceive, than from a fiill-bottomed Wig ? Or 
is there any Invention, either antient or 
modern, more likely to perpetuate a Man's 
Memory, than that of a Hoop-Petticoat ? 

Some Peribns have been of opinion^ 
that of late, years there has been a Stagnatioa 

of 
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of Fancy in the matter of Drefs, and that 
we have not been fb prolific of new Modes 
as our' immediate Predeccflors. They fay, 
we have made no confiderable Alterations or 
Improvements in the more important parts of 
our Habit, but have contented ourfelves with 
a few trifling minute Amendments in the Ap- 
purtenances, the Cut ofthcS/eevey the Num- 
ber and Size of the Buttons, and fuch like. 
The Fad, as I take it, is not fairly reprefent- 
ed. But allowing it to be fo, I mufl beg par- 
don of thefe Gentlemen for faying, that their 
Argument appears to me very inconclufive. 
For tho indeed Buttons are no integrating 
part of the Coat, yet they muft be granted 
to be of the highefl moment and utility as 
to the Drefe. And for the Sleeve, I appre* 
hend, it would be impertinent to offer at a 
Proof of its being eflcntial to the Coat. Our 
Anceftors were To firmly perfuaded of this, 
that they founded a Maxim upon it, to fir etch 
our Arm no farther than the Sleeve will 
reach \ which certainly could never have come 
into their thoughts, nad they not been con- 
vinced of its clofe and infeparable Connexion 
with the Garment itfelf. It is therefore evi- 
dent, from the furprizing Mutations we every 
day behold in thefe particulars of Drefs, that 
the Genius of the prefent Age i$ not in the 
lead upon the decline ; but that we may flill 
exped greater and more wonderful Metamor- 
phofes than ever. Would it not be an extra- 
ordinary Sight to fee our Buttons^ which lafl: 

Seafon 
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Seaibn dwindled awaj fo rcoMrkably, recniic 
again of the fudden, and grow up into the 
Magnicude of Turnips ? And yet feyerai wife 
Men have looked on fbch a Revolodoa as no 
very redioce ProTped. For my own parc^ 
when I confider the firuicfbl Inaginadons and 
great Induftry of the prefent Dif edors of the 
human Saperficies» I ihould not be amaz'd ae 
ir, tbo we fliould carry on oor Refbrmattoo 
jx> far as to tarn the Fore*part of oor Coats 
backward And I the rather think this Pro- 
jed pradicabk, becaufe it has been tried aJ« 
ready by fcveral very pretty Fellows on theit 
Shirts, and never failed being attended wkh 
good Succels. 

Thb chief Inconvenience I can forefee 
from the quick Succeffions of our FafhionI is^ 
what I have already hinted at, the di&caity 
future Antiquaries will he under in infttudtng 
Poftericy how their Forefathers were dotho£ 
If a kind of Arfenai were ereded» and one 
Suit of Clothes of every Faihion, condoled 
of Brais, or any other durable Matter, tmng 
up in it, it would certainly be ofprod^tous 
Emolument to the Commonwealth of Leara* 
ing. But as this is a very great Undertaking, 
and would probably require a National Ex- 
pence, I fball be tender of advancing any Pro* 
poial of that nature at prefent, andieaveit to 
DC confidered by Pofterity, when Affairs ifaall 
be in a more favourable pofture for the execa- 
tion of (b ufeful a Defign. 

I RNOW 
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I KNOW fome of my more ferieus Rea- 
ders will be ready to ask, what I mean by 
all this, and what can be the ufe of a DiflTer- 
tattoQ on fuch a Subjed ? The only Anfwer 
I ihall make them, is what Mr. T)ryden iaid 
in a parallel Cafe ; Let them read it over. 
4nd think again. Hard were the Lot of us 
mortal Authors, if upon every Occafion our 
Readers thought fit, we were obliged to 
come to an Explanation. At this rate, there 
would be no end of our Labour. Befides, 
where is the Confequence, that we have no 
Meaning, when they do not fee it ? They 
ihould rather conclode, we have ^ Meaning 
in endeavouring to conceal it. I hope there* 
fore, they wiu not take it amils, if they do 
not fuUy underftand every thing in this Difl 
courfe, but patiently wait for fbme more 
convenient Seafon, wherein I may perhaps 

five them a Mafter-Key to all the ob^re 
aflages in it, and explain the feveral im- 
portant Points of Morality and Speculation 
contained in them. 

I am^ Siry 

Tour very hwi^le Servant. 

HlBERNICUS. 



Vol I. Bb N^4y. 
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N^ 45. Saturday^ February 4, 172^. 

7(7 HiBERNICUS. 

Nunquam aliud natwra aliudfapiemia dicit. J o v. 

SIR, ' ^ 

jGREAT pare of your Readers 
mcifl: have heard of a Book eocided^ 

^ "Private Vices tnMkk Benefits. 

g I do DOC iotead aay Aiifwer to 
that Book ; but rather tereaftec 
CO fliew tc to be anaBfwcrabkt ootwithftaiid^ 
log the zealous Attempts id ibme of cbe 
Clergy. Yet it is to be hoped that that Ati- 
thor's PerformaQce will not fiiperlede the 
Labours of otbers on the fame SubjeA, witih 
out defign of anfwering what he has wiote. 

It is not the Intero): of every Writer to 
free his Words from Ambigatty. Private 
Vices publick Benefits, may iignify any one 
of thc^ five diihnd: Proportions : viz. S^r/- 
vate Vices are them/elves fublick Benefits : 
Or, Trivate Vices naturally tend^ as the 
direct and necejfary Means^ to produce fub^ 
lick Happinefs : Or, Trtvate Vices by dex- 
trous Management of Governors may be 
made to tend to publick Happinefs : Or, 

Trivate . 
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private Vices native^ and neceffarily Jiaw 
frem publick Haffineft : Orlaftly, Tr^vate 
Vices will frobabfy flow from fublick 
^rojperity thro' the frefent Corrupien of 
Men. Wcf c it proper to croud your Mai^n 
with Citations, you fiodd have feveral rzi- 
(ages of that Book for each of thcfe five Sen- 
tences, as if it were the Meaoiog of the Title. 
Far be it therefore from a candid Writer to 
charge upon him any one of thefe Opinions 
more than another ; for if we treat him faii^ 
ly, and compare the feveral Parts of his Work 
tt^her, we fliall find no ground for fiieh 
a Charge. 

What )m awn frinuite Haf fine fs is, any 
one may know by receding upon the federal 
forts of pleafant "Percepkns he is capable oC 
We imagine our Fellows capable of the fame, 
and can in like manner conceive publick 
Hafpinefs. They are happy who have what 
they defire, and are free from what occaiions 
Pain. He is in a fure State of Happinefs, 
who has a fure Prolped that in all parts of 
his Exiftence he fball have all things .which 
be defires, or at leaft thofe which he moft 
eameftly defires, without any condderable 
pams. He is mifirable who is under grievous 
Pain, or who wants what he mofl violently 
defires. 

There is one old DifHndion of our Defircs, 
•ccording as fome of them are preceded na- 
turally by a Senfc of Pain, previoufly to any 
Opinion of Good to be firond in the Obje<9r ; 
. . Bb a which 
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which is defired chiefly in order to remove 
the Pain; whereas other Deiires arife only 
upoa a previous Opinion of Good in the 
Objcd, either to ourfelves, or to thofc we 
lovt. Thcfe Defires, tho they do not/r^* 
Jupfofe any fenfe of Pain previous to the 
Opinion, yet may be attended with Pain, 
wnen theObjed: imagined to be good is un- 
certain. The former fort of Defires are called 
Appetites ; the latter AffeElums^ or Taffians. 
The Pains of the Appetites when they are 
not gratified are unavoidable. Bnt the Pains 
of many difappointed Taffions might have 
been prevented, by correding the falfe Oft- 
nionjs^ or by breaking foolifh Affociations of 
Ideas^ by which we imagine the mod mo- 
mentous Good or Evil to be in theie Objeds 
or Events, which really are of little or no 
confequence in themfelves. 

No Reafon or Inftrudion will prevent 
fenjible Tain, or ftop a craving Appetite. 
Men mud firft be free from violent oodily 
Pain, and have what will remove Hunger and 
Third, before they can be made happy* 
Thus much is abfolutely neceflary. If tnerc 
be but fmall Plealure attending the Enjoyment 
of the bare Necejfaries of Life, yet there is 
violent Pain in their abfence Whatever fiir- 
ther Plealures Men enjoy, we may cotmt ib 
mxxdi fofipive Happinefs above Necejpty. 

The World is fo well provided for the 

fupport of Mankind, that (carce any Perfbn 

in good health need be ftnitned in bare 

at Necejfaries. 
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Necejfaries. Bat iince Men are capable of a 
great diverfity df PJeafures, they muft be 
uippored to have a great variety of Defires, 
even beyond the I>^ceflaries of Life. The 
commoneft Gratifications of the Appetites 
do not iatisfy them fully : They defire thofc 
Objeds, which give (bme more grateful Sen- 
fatitms^ as well as allay their Pain ; they have 
Perceptions of Beauty in external Obje<as, 
and defire Jbmething more in Drefs, Houfes» 
Farniture, than mere IVarmth or neccfTary 
^fe. There is no Mortal without fbme Love 
towards others^ and defire of the Happinefs 
of fome other Perfbns as well as his own. 
Men naturally perceive fbmething amiable in 
obferving the CharaSters^ AffeSiions and 
Tempers of others, and are uruck with a 
Harmony In Manners^ fbme Species oiMora^ 
lity^ as well as with a Harmony of Notes. 
They are fond of the Approbation of each 
other, and defirous of whatever either di* 
redly procures Approbation and Efleem, or, 
by a confufed Aiibciation of Ideas, is made 
an Evidence of any valuable Ability or kind 
Difpofition. Wealth and Power are in like 
manner defired, as foon as we obferve their 
Ufefiilnefs to procure any kind of Pleafiires. 

Since then our Dejires are fo various, 
and all Defire of an Objed, while it is un- 
certain, is accompanied with fome Vneafine/s ; 
to make a Society happy, it muft be ne- 
cefTary, either to gratiry all Defires, or to 
iupprefSi or at lealt to regulate them. The 
Bb 3 univerfal 
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univerfai Gratificacton is pkioly impoifibIe» 
and tbe univeifal fuppreifioa or rooting them 
out as vain ao attempt, w hat then reffiaios* 
in order to publick Happtnefs after the ne* 
ceflary liipply of all Appetites^ muft be to 
fludy, as much as poffible, to regulate oar 
Defires of every kina, by forming juft Opi- 
nions of the real Value of their feTeral Ob* 
jcds, fo as ^o have the (Irength of our De- 
fires proportioned to the real Value of them, 
and their real Moment to our Happinefk 
Now all Men of Refle<^ion. from the Age of 
Socrates to that of Addifin^ have fuffictendy 
proved that the trued, moft conftant, and 
lively Tkafure^ the happieft enjoyment of 
Life coniifls in kind AffeEiions to our Fellow* 
creatures. Gratitude and Love to the Deity, 
Submijfion to his Will, and Truft in his Pro- 
vidence, with a Courfe of (iiitable Anions. 
This \^ the true Good in our power, which 
we can never too ftrongly ikfire. The Plea* 
iures of this kind are fo great and durable, 
and (b much above the power of Fortune, fo 
much (Ireagthened by the probable Hope of 
evcary other valuable Plealure of Life, elpe- 
datty the Efteem and Ltyve of our Fellows, 
or at lead of the better part of them, that 
other Pieaiiires ieem almoft to vanifli when 
ieparated from them ; and even the greeted 
Pains feem iupportable if tbey do not ex^ 
dude them. By this means we may be ftire, 
if not of all the Pleafures we can <kfire, yet 
pf thofe wbicb we mod deiire, and wmch 

may 
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may make cor Exiftcnoe ^^reo^le to onrielvcs 
fai the abfeoce of ocfaer& 

This tborow CotK^on of ourOpmioiis 
will not indeed extingiaifh our Aj^petttes^ oi 
prevent all Pain ; bot it will keep onr Appe- 
tites unmixed with fireipi Ideas ^ ib as to be 
latisfied with the j^aindt noonflitng Food, 
without being diftnrbed by Imaginations of 
fVorth^ T^ignity^ and Merits in a manner 
of Living which is not in onr power. We 
may in like manner break the fooliih Con* 
jun^ion of Moral Ideas with the finer {ott 
oi Habitation^ T^fs^ Eejutfage^ Furniture. 
fo as not to be dejededupon the unavoidable 
want of liich things ; we may learn to look 
upon them as they really are, without imagin* 
ma them neceiTary to a happy and honour* 
able Life, however they may be fomc ad^ 
ditiona/ Advantage to it. 

T H B N we may obierve, that tho this cor* 
re<Sing our Opinions and Imaginations will 
make the Abfence of the Pleafures above 
Neceffity very tolerable to us, and cut off" 
many vain Anxieties, yet no Peribn is there* 
by rendered inlen/ible of any real Tleajisre 
which thefe Objeds do give. Tho we ihall 
not look upon them as the Chief Good in 
Life, or preferable to the Puhlick Interefl; 
to our Virtue, or our Honour ; yet, when 
they can be enjoyed confidently with fiipe* 
rior Pleafiires, our Scnie of them may be as 
acute as that of others. An afiedionate 
Tenqper never ftupified the Talate \ Love of 

Bb 4 a 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



j7^ HiBERNicus'j Letters. 

a Country, a Family, or Friends, ncvcr^il- 
cd a Taite for ArchkeSiurej Tainting^ or 
Sculpture ; the Knowledge of the true Mea^ 
Jiires and Harmony of JLife^ never vitiated 
an Ear^ or Genius for the Harmony of Mu^ 
(kk or Toctry. This certainly is the only 
way in our power of preferving the full Relim 
for all the Pieafures of Life, and yet iecuring 
our felve^ againd its Pains. 

But if tne fulled prefent Enjoyment can- 
not make the human Mind eafy and fully 
facisfied ; if we be didurbed by the Uncer- 
tainty cither of external ObjeSis^ or of our 
own Exijience in this World ; if any are fub- 
jedcd to luch acute Pains, that nothing can 
make them amends for them in this Life ; if 
DO Man can be fure but this may be his Con- 
dition in the future part of his Exiftence in 
this Life ; if the prelent feeming ^tfirders 
and Calamities^ (bmetimes befalUn^ the bed 
of Men, and the in/blent Tro/perity of the 
word, didurb an honed companionate Heart: 
The Hope of a Puturi State is the only 
univerfal Support to all Conditions of good 
Men, which can make them fully (atisfied 
with their Exidcnce at all adventures ; efpe- 
cially if the Means of obtaining this fiiture 
Happinefs are no way oppofite to their great* 
ed prefent Happinefs. 

'Tis too improbable, I own, that all 
Men will ever thus corred their vain Opi- 
nions and Imaginations : But whoever do fo 
in any meafure, ari: fo ionich the haf^'er : 

And 
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And if all did fo, all would be as near Happi- 
iie& as our prefeuc State will allow. No 
Trade, 00 Manufadure^ pr ingenious Art 
would be iiink by it, which produces any 
new Tlea/ures to the Senfes, laugination, or 
IJnderftanding, without bringing along with 
it frepollent Evil. 

I T is obvious to all, that in a Nation or 
any tolerable Extent of Ground, three fourths 
employed in Jgrieulture wilt furnifh Food 
to the whole. Were this Land divided to 
all, except a few Artificers to prepare Inftru* 
ments of Husbandry, the whole Nation muft 
want all the Pleafure arifing from other Arts^ 
foch as fine convenient habitations^ beauti* 
faX^refs, Furniture^ and handy Vtenjils. 
There would be no Knowledge of jirts^ no 
agreeable Amufements or Diver/ions -^ and 
they muft all be idle one half of their Time, 
fince much of the Husbandman's Time is 
now fpeut in providii^ Materials for more 
curious Arts. Would it , be advifable to any 
impartial Mind, who regarded the good of 
the whole, to keep them io this State, and 
to prohibit all Arts but Husbandry, with 
what was aUTolutely neceflary to it, confining 
chem to their Huts, and* Caves, and Beafts 
Skins, to fecure them from Cold ; allowing 
them no £irther Compenfation for the Con<> 
veniences they might procure by loduftry, 
than the pleamre of idknefs for half their 
Lives? What other Aofwer do we need to 
this QueftioQ, than wh?it every one will give 
forhimfclf? What 
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What Mao, who bad only the ^AJbhte 
Necejfaries of Meat and Drink, and a Cave 
or a ficaft*s Skin to coyer him, would oot^ 
when be bad leifiire, labour for fiutbcr Com- 
ventences^ or more grateful Foodl Woakt 
sot every Mortal do {o^ except fome few/r^- 
tended Gentlemen ioored to Sloth from thek 
lofaocy, of weak Bodies and weaker Mmds, 
who imagine the lower Imployments below 
their Dignity ? Does not the univerfid choice 
of Mankind, in preferring to bear Labour for 
the Conveniences and Elegancies of Life, 
ftew that their Pleafiires are greater than thofe 
of Sloths and that Indnfiry, notwithftanding 
its Toils, does really increafe the Happine^ 
of Mankind ? Hence it is that in every Na- 
tion great Numbers iiipport themfelves by 
Mechanick Arts not abibiutely ncce(7ary; 
iince the Husbandman is always ready to 

Enrchaie their Manufa£fures by the Fruits of 
is Labours, without any Conftraint ; which 
they would not do if the Pleafures or Happi- 
ntk of Idlenefs were greater. This may 
ihew us how htcle Juftice there is in im^nii^ 
an Arcadia^ or unaftive Golden Age^ would 
ever iiiit with the prefent date of the Work), 
or produce more Happineis to Men than % 
vigorous improvement of Arts. 

The comparative Wealth of any Country 
is plainly proportioned to the Quantity of 
the whole Troduce of Husbandry, and other 
Mechanick Arts which it can export. Upon 
the Wealth of any Country, when other dr- 

coooftwces 
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coeiftanccs are equal, does its Strength de- 
peiui, or itsTowtr in compartfen with others. 
Now if any ailedge that the improTement of 
Arts by fc^eign Trade, is at lead pernicious 
to the Publick Good, by its occa(ioningmany 
Calamities to Families, and Deaths in Ship* 
wrecks ; that therefore the whole would have 
been happier without it ; let us only confider^ 
that in compatine the good or evil Confe- 
quences of any Adions, we arc not only to 
confider the bare Quantities of Good or Evil, 
but the Probabilities on both fidea Now had 
a Country once as many Inhabitants as would 
coQlume its natural wild TroduB in their 
Caves or Thickets^ 'tis plain that according 
to the ufual increafe of Mankind in Peace, 
the next Generation could not fubfift without 
Labour^ and v^rous Apiculture. *Tis cer* 
tain aUb that many Diie^^ and Deaths are oc- 
cafioned by the Labours of Husbandry ; Is it 
therefore for the publick Good that a thouiand 
fhould barely (ubnft as Hottentots without 
Labour, rather than the double Number by 
Agriculture, thoafinallNumberfhoulddieby 
that means ? When our Minds are dejeded 
with old Age, or (udden apprehenfions of 
Death or its confequences, we may prefer a 
few Days or Hours to all things elfe ; But what 
Mm of good Underftanding, in found Health, 
would not prefor a Life of fixty or (evenly 
Years with good Accommodation, and a nu< 
merons Offering, to e^hty or ninety Years 
as a Hottentot or worfe ? What Man of com- 

^ mon 
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men Senfe would reflife to aois the Channel 
for a .confiderable Advantage to his Family » 
tho they had the bare NeceiTaries ? And yet 
even this Voyage hazards Life more than 
Haying at home. If the Agriculture of three 
fourths can fupport the whole, the other 
fourth, by applying themfelves wholly to me* 
chanick Arts, will produce more Conveni* 
eoces or Pleafiires than could be hoped from 
a fourth of the Labours of each Man ; fince 
by confiniog their Thoughts to a particn- 
lar Subje(3^ the Artificers acquire greater 
Knowledge and Dexterity in their \l^ork. 
Again, if Navigation and foreign Trade will 
fupport more Men than domeftick Induftry 
and Barter, it may really tend tio the good 
of the whole, tho it endangers many Lives. 
Five Millions fubfiftinc in any Country by 
help of foreign Trade, is a greater .Ad* 
vaotage in the whole than four Millions with- 
out Trade, tho in each Age twenty Thou- 
fand fhould perifli by Shipwrecks. The 
Rates of Injuramce will teach us that the 
Lodes at Sea are not even in this proportion 
to the Number (upported by Trade, many 
of whom go not abroad at all, and others 
eicape when the Goods are lo(t Either then 
the Propagation of Mankind muft be dimi- 
nifhed, or Men muft endure even the hazar- 
dous Labours of the Sea, But how few are 
there in the World who would not, even 
without any confiraint^ hazard a Voyage ra« 

tbcr 
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ther than die childlefs : nay, rather than 
want any conveniences and pleafores of 
Life above Neceflfity for themfelves or Fami- 
lies ? The increafc therefore of Trade does 
plainly tend to the good of the whole, not- 
withuanding all its hazards, \yhich we fee 
Men voluntarily fubmit to every day. 

Now if any own that the Increafe of 
Trade promotes the prefent Happinefs of hu- 
man Life in the whole, and yet maintain that 
it is vitious \ the Debate will turn upon the 
Idea of Vice. It is certain that ;ilmoft all 
the Heathen Moralids agreed with him who 
Jbake as never Man Jpake^ that Virtue con- 
ufts in Love^ Gratitude^ and Submiffion to 
the Deity, and in kind Affedtions towards 
our Fellows, and (lady of their greateft 
Good. All Seds, excent the Eftcureans^ 
owaed that kind Afleaions were natural 
to Men ; and that confulting the greateft 
publick Good of the whole, as it was the 
rareft way for each Individual to be happy, 
fo it was vita Jecundum naturam. ox fecun^ 
dum relfam rationem. The Epicureans of 
the better fort, however they denied. any 
Affedion diftind from Self- Love j yet taught 
the fame way to private Happinefs, by E.ea* 
fons like to thole ufcd by ^ufendorf only 
without confidcration of the Providence of 
the Deity, or a future State. If Vice be the 
Of^fite to Virtue, vijc. Thofe Affedions 
or Adtons which tend to the publick Detri- 
ment 
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incQt, or evideacc Ii^ratimde or Cootumac; 
towards the Deity, we tmy c^ity conclude 
that the utmoft ImproveoiCDt of Arts, Manu^ 
fadures, or Trade, is fo far from beiog nccd^ 
farily vicious, that k mud rather argue good 
and virtuous Difpofitions ; fince 'tis certaio 
that Meo of the ocft and moft geiiert>us T^Qi* 
pers would defire it for the publick Good« 

But this Subjed; will require farther Con- 
fideratioQ. 

/ am^ Sir, yours^ Sec. 

P-M, 



N"" ^. Saturday, February i j, 1724* 

' ^ ' ^— " 'IL 

To HiBERNICUS. 

Of/ non cpnvmetfua res, ut c/dceus ohm, 

& fede maJQT erit^ fubvertet ; fi minor, met. Hon* 

SIR, 

|H£ only Argomeots brought to 

Eove that Vice tends to the pub- 
k Happinefs of Society in this 
g Wodd, are thefe, * That the 
^ • Power and Grandure of any Na- 
« tion depends much upon the Numbers of 
^ People and their Indalby, which cannot be 
^procured unlefs there be Confiimption of 
I • Mann* 
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^Maau&u9:curM: N^W rfie IntemPerame^ 

* Luxury^ and Tr'tde of Men coniumc Man 
^ nufadiues, and promote lodufbry/ In like 
manner it is aiTerted, ^ Tliat in Fadl all weal-* 

* thy and powerfiil States abound with theie 
' Vices^ and that dietr Indoftry is owing tq 
y than; 

But if it can be made appear that there may 
be an eqaal Conjutaftkm of Manufadures 
without thefe Vices, imd the Evils which flow 
from them ; that Wealth and Power do not 
naturally tend to Vice, or neceflarily pro- 
duce it ; then, tho we allow that thefe Vices 
do confume Manufaidiires and incourage In* 
di^ry in the prefent Corruption of Manners^ 
and that thefe Vices often attend Wealth and 
Power, yet it will be unjuft to conclude, 
either tfaac Vices natmraUy tend to fublkk 
Trover ity^ or. are neceffary u^ it \ or that 
fmbitck Ht^ntfs dees neceffarily occafion 
them. 

Intempsrakck js diat Uk of Meat 
ttd Drink which is pernicious to the Health 
and V^our of luiy Perfon in the dilcharge of 
the Omcesof Life. Luxury is the ufing more 
curious and expenHye Habitation, Drefs^ 
Table, Equipi^, than the Perfon's Wealth 
will bear, fo as Co ditcharge his Duty to his 
Family, his Friends, bis Country, or the In* 
digeht. Tride is h^iag an Opinion of our 
own Vtrnies, Abilities, or Perfedion of any 
kind, in compariibn of others, as greater than 
what "diey .really are ; anrqgatjog to ourfdves 

either 
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either Obedience, Service, or exteroai Marks 
of HoDOur, CO which we have no Right; 
and with this View defiriog to equal thole of 
higher Stations in our whole manner of Liy* 
ing. . There is no fort of Food, Architecture, 
Dreis, or Furniture, the U(c of which can be 
called evil of itfelf. Intemperance and Luxury 
are plainly Terms relative to the Bodify Con- 
Jiitutionj and Wealth of thePeribn* Trtde^ 
as it afleds our Expences, is alfo relative to 
the Station and Fortune of the Peribn ; io 
that it is impofHble to fix one invariable ^uan^ 
tity of Food, out fixed Sum in Expences, the 
iurpafling of which ihould be called Intern- 
ferancey Luxury^ or Tride. Every one's 
own Knowledge, and Experience of his Con- 
ftitutton and Fortune^ will (uggeft to hJm 
what is fuitable to his own Ckcomftances. 
It is ridiculous to lay, * That ufing any thing 

* above the bare NeceiTaries of Life is Intern- 

* perance, Tride^ or Luxury ; and that no 
^ other untverlal Boundaries can be fixed ; 

* becaule what in one Station or Fortune is 

* bare Study of ^ecency^ or Conveniency^ 
' would be Extravagance in another.' As if 
Temperance, Frugality^ or Moderat'tan^ de- 
notol fixed W*eights or Mealures or Sums, 
which all were to obferve, and not a Tropor- 
tion to MtnsCircumftancei. Great and Ijit^ 
tie are relative to a Species or Kind. Thofe 
Dimenfions are great in a Deer which are 
fmall in a Horfe : What is great in a Houfe 
would be fmall in a Mountain. Will ai^ one' ' 

toence. 
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thence argue, that there can be no iidapting 
6ne Form to another, (b that it fhall neither 
be too big nor little ? Cannot a Coat fnit a 
middle Stature, becaufe the (ame Dimenfions 
would be too great for a Dwarf, and too lit- 
tle for a Giant .? If then in each Conjiitution^ 
Stat ion J or T>egree of Wealth, a Man of good 
Senfe may know how far he may go in Eat- 
ing and Drinking, or any other Expences, 
without impairing his Health ot Fortune, 6t 
hindering any Offices of Religion or Huma- 
nity, he nds found the Bounds of Temperance, 
Frugality, and Moderation for himfelf ; and 
any other who keeps the fame Proportion, is 
equally temperate, tho he eats and drinks, ot 
{pends more thab the other. 

That thefe are the Ideas oi Temperance ^ 
Frugality^ and Moderation^ given by all 
Moralifts antient and modern, except a feW^ 
Cynicks of old, and fomc Popifli Hermits^ 
is plain to all who tead them. All Se<^s, as 
well as Stoicks, recommended the Correiiion 
of ddr Opinions and Imaginations about 
the Pleafures above Neceflity ; and yet the 
Ufe of them they all allow, when it h not 
inconfiftent with the Offices of Life : In 
ftich Circumftanccs they were always looked 
upon as preferable to their Contraries. The 
Chriftian Law (iiggefls nothing contrary to 
this ; it has (et before us, befide the prefent 
Pleafures of Virtue, which it reprefents as fu- 
perior to all others, the Hopes of eternal 
H^ppineis ; yet it frequently recommends 

Vol. L C c Dili* 
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Diligence and Indnftry in providing for our- 
ielves and Families, and for a Fund of good 
p/Sces toward others : It no where condemns 
the Rich or Powerful for being fo, or for de- 
iking high Stations, unlefs when thefe De- 
fires are ib violent asjtocounterad: our Duty. 
The requiring fomc to part with their Poflcl^ 
fions, was only a candid forewarning of the 
firft Difciples, what their Profcflion Of Chri- 
ilianity w^uld probably cpft them in tboic 
D^ys of Perfecution. A Conununity of Goods 
is no where commanded; tho Men who 
knew the approaching Perlccucion did wifeJy 
Ml their Poueflions, to rarn them to the on^ 
ly valuable Purpofc then in their power, and 
conveyed them to Perfons who could poiTefs 
them. 

Since then Intemperance^ or Tride^ were 

fcarce ever underftood to denote all Ufe of 

any thing above bare Neceflaries. all Convc- 

niency of Life above Hottentots ; why apy 

one ihould affect to change their Meanii^ 

is not eaiiiy gueffed, unlets it be with this 

View. Luxury^ Intemperance^ and T^ride^ 

in their common meaning, are Vices ; but 

in this new Meaning arc often innocent, nay 

virtuous ; and without them, in this new 

Senfe, there can be no Confumption of Manu- 

failures. Common Readers however will (UU 

imagine that thefe Sounds denote Vices ; and 

finding that what they confufedly inu^c as 

vitious is necejfary to publick Good^ they will 

lofe their Averfion to moral Evil in general, 

aod 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



H I B E R K I c V s'i Letters. i%^ 

and imagine it well compeofaced by (bme of 
its Advantages. 

But let us retain the common Meaning of 
tbefc Words. 'Tis certain, Luxury^ Intern- 
ferance^ and Tride^ tend to confume Manu- 
iadures; but the Luxurious, Intemperate, 
or Proud, are not; awhit the lefs odious, or 
ftee from Inhumanity and Barbarity^ in the 
oegled: of Families, Friends, the Indigent, or 
their Country, fince their whole Intention is 
a poor felfifh Plealiire. The Good arifmg to 
the Publick is no way owing to them, but to 
the Induftrious, who muft fupply all Cufto- 
m^rs. and cannot examine whether their Ex- 
pences are proportioocd to their Fortunes or 
not. Tfo iUuftrate this by an Inftance in the 
iojanner of that notable Writer : • Suppofe his 
' ^ecioy or Alcander^ or ^ack, forfeited with 

• Beef, falls into fome light Diftemper, and in 
^ hopes of attendance at low Rates, fends for 
^ a neighbouring Quack : The Quack imagines 
^. no Danger, but makes the Patient believe it ; 
^ he talks much in the ufoal Cant oi Bilious 
\ Temperaments and Sanguine Complexions, of 

• the Sinking of Spirits^ and the Hearts 
y feeling cold and condenfid, and heavy as 
y Lead, of Mifts and Confufion about his 

• Eyes\ hcpromiics, after fome previous Pre- 
parations, ' which the Quack 6nds neceflary 

• to prolong the Difprder, by fome powerful 

• Medicines, to fwell his Spirits^ rejlore 

• them to their Strength, Elajlicity, and due 

• Qonte)iture^ that they may fan the arterial 

C c 2 ' Blood 
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* Blood again ^ and make him Jo light that hi 

* may tread upon Air. The Patient grows 

* worfc, fears Death, thinks on his pau Life, 

* and fends for an hdneft Parlbn, who inftriids 
' him in true Principles of Virtue, and fhews 
^ him wherein he has been deficient : The 

* flrength of his Conftitution overcomes both 

* the Drugs and the Difeafe, the Patient rc- 

* covers, becomes a Man of Integrity and 
^ Religion, and ever after honours the honejl 
^Clergy as the moftufeful Men in any State.* 
Now are thefe Effeds to be afcribed to the 
Quacks? Are fuch Pretenders the lefs odious ? 
Is Quackety the Caufe of Religion or Virtue, 
6r neccfTary to it? Does the Honour of the 
Clergy depend upon the Pradice of Quacks? 
Tis bed in fuch Affairs to go no &rther than 
confufed Apothegms : Private ^ackery^ 
Tublick Virtue : Medicinal Nonfenfe, "Pa- 
tients Repentance .\ ^^uacks Tre/triptioHs^ 
Honours to the Clergy. 

B u T let us in the next place examine i£ da 
equal Confumftion of Manufadiures^ add In- 
couragement of Trade ^ may be without thefe 
Vices. Any given Number in a fmall time, 
will certainly confiime more Wine by being 
Drunkards, than by being fober Men ; wiU 
confume more Manufadhires by beinjg luxu- 
rious oi proud (if their Pride tutn upon Ex- 
pences) than by being frugal and moderate. 
But it may be Juflly queflioned, whether that 
fame Number would not have confumed more 
in their whole Lives, by being temperate and 

frt^al: 
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fii^gal : iince all allow that they would proba- 
bly live longer, and with better Health and 
Digeftion ; and Temperance makes a Country 
fopilousj were it only by prolonging Life. 

Again, would there not be the fame 
Confumption of the fame Produ<^$, if infcrioi? 
People CQUCraded their Drinking and Drefs 
within the Bounds of Temperance and Fruga- 
lity, and allow'd poor Wives and Children 
what might be oeceffary to exhilarate and 
ftrengthen them for Labour, and to defend 
them from the Cold, or make their Lives 
eafier ? Would there be a left Confumption, 
if thofe of greater Wealth kept themfelves 
within the bounds of Temperance ; and re<* 
ferved the Money thus fav'd to fupply the In- 
tereft of Money Ictit grafts to a Friend^ who 
may be thereby enabled, confiftently with 
Temperance, to drink as much Wine, as, had 
it been added to the Quantity drunk by the 
Lender, would have taken away his Senfes ? 
Or. if all Men drink too much, and Families 
too ; what if they retrenched ? The Money 
fav'd might improve their E>rcfs, Habitation, 
or Studies ; or might enable a poorer Friend 
tQ confume the fame, or Qther ]V|annfa($|ure$, 
with equal advantage to the Publfck; or 
might preferve the fame Perfbns longer in 
^.ife, and Health and good CircumSances, 
fo as in their whole Lives to. confume more. 

I N general, if the fmglc Luxury of the 

Mafler of a Tamily confiimes Mani^a(3ures, 

^ight not an equal Quantity be confumed, by 

C c 3 retrench* 
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retrenching his own Ekpences, and alfowing 
Conveniences to his Family ? If a whole Fa* 
mily be luxurious in Dreft, Furniture, Equi- 
page ; (uppofe this retrenched, the increafc 
of Wealth to the Family may foon enable 
younger Children in their Families to con- 
iume among them frugally, as much as Would 
have been confumed luxurioufly by the An- 
ccftor; or the frugal Confumption of fifty 
Years, in the condition of a wile Genrleman, 
m^y be as great, as the luxurious Confump^ 
tion of twenty Years, fucceeded by thirty 
Years of Pinching, Remorfe or Beggary. If 
a Man of Wealth has no Children, his own 
moderate enjoyment, with what he may en- 
able worthy Friends to confume in their own 
Houlcs, or what he may Ipend temperately 
at a hofpitable Table, and eenteel Equipage, 
may amount to as much as the fquandering of 
a luxurious Epcure^ or vain Fool, upon his 
own Perfbn, in the Ihort time his Life or For- 
tune will laft. 

Unless therefore all Mankind are fully 
provided not only with all NecefTarics, but all 
innocent Conveniences and Pleafures of Life^ 
it is flill poffible, without any Vice, by an 
honeft care of Families, Relations, ot tome 
worthy Perfons in Diftrefs, to make the 
greateft Confumption. Two or three plain 
Suits becoming Gentlemen, worn by younger 
Brothers or Friends, will employ as miny 
Hands as a foppilh one worn by a vain 
Heir. The fame may be fiud of Furniture of 

Houfes, 
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Houfes, Equipage, or Table. If there be 
fuflicieoc Wealth to furnifh the moft iumptu- 
oosDrefe, Habitation, Equipage, and Tabfc 
to the Proprietor, and difcharge all Offices of 
Humanity, after a proportionable rate, why 
Ihould this be called Vice ? It plainly tends 
to publick Good, and injures no Man. 'Tis 
indeed the bufmefs of a wife Man to look 
before him, and to be armed againft thole Ha- 
zards or Accidents which may reduce the 
higheft Fortunes : All Men fhould 'corre<3: 
their Imaginations, and avoid any Habit of 
Body or Mind, which might be pernicious 
upon a change of Fortune, or unfit them for 
any Duty of Life : But this may be done 
without reducing Men to a Cynical Tub, or 
trize Coats. Wherein then the Virtue of this 
Retrenchment fliould confift, or the VTce of 
a n[K>re pleafant chcarful Way of Life, is hot 
cafy to tell ; unlets it lies in the confufed ule 
of ambiguous Word^, Temperance, and Fru- 
gality^ and Humlip. 

Who needs be (urprized that Luxury or 
Trtde are made flecedary to publick Good, 
when even Theft and Robbery are fuppofed 
by the lame Author to be fubfervient to it, 
by employing Lockfiniths ? Not to repeat a- 
gain, that all the good EfTecS: is plainly owing 
to the Indufirious^ and not to the Robber \ 
were there no occafion for Locks, had all 
Children and Servants difcretion enough ne- 
ver to go into chambers unleafonably, this 
would make no Diminution of Manufadlures ; 
the Moaey faved to the Houfe-keeper would 
C c 4 afford 
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aflbrd cither better Dreft, or other Conveni- 
ences to a Family, which would equally fup- 
port Artificers : Even Smiths themielves 
might have equal Employment. Unleis all 
Men be already fo well pi;ovided wi^h alllprts 
of convenient UtenfilSt or Furniture, that 
nothing can be added, a necejfity or conftanc 
ujefulnefs of Robbers can never be pretended, 
any more than thepublick Advantages oi Ship- 
wrecks and Fires t which are not a little ad- 
mired by the Author of the Fable. 

'T I s probable indeed we fhall never fee a 
V^eakhy State without Vice. Bu^ what; then ? 
'Tis not in^ofTible : A^d the lefs any Natioa 
lias of it, fb much the happier it is. Wife 
Qovernors wiliy^r^^ fome publick Good out 
of Vices if they Qzunot prevent them: A^d 
yet much greater publick Good would have 
flowed from opposite Virtues. The Excifi 
is now increafeaby theDrunkenne^offQmQ 
poorMafters of Families: But fharing their 
Drink with their poor Families might make 
^qual Confumption of the fame kind ; or if 
they retrenched this Article, they might con* 
fume othei; Kinds of, Qoods, paying equal 
Duty to the Publick. The Perfons theip- 
felves would ayoid njany T^ifeafis^ be njore 
capable oi Labour^ liye longer, is^ all proba* 
biiity, in Contentment and good Temper, 
withovit foolifh Contention^, parrels, and 
^iJHatisfaifion both in their Families and a- 
mong their Neighbours. The like would be 
the EfTed of a fobet.and teoiper^te Dppp^* 
n^cnoa bcctei; StatiqpSt ' A$ 
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As CO the Queftion of Fad in this Matter : 
Perhaps whoever looks into all the Ranks of 
Men, will find it is but a (inall part of onr 
Confumptions which is owii^ to oor Vices. 
If we find too iplendid Drefs at Court, or 
at * Lucas\ or zx pub lick Meetings for Di- 
verfion ; we fhall find plain Drefles at the 
Exchange^ at the Cujiam-Houje^ at Churches. 
The expenfive Gaiety continues but a few 
Years of moft Peoples Lives,' during their 
Amours, or expe<ftation of Preferment : Nor 
would a good-natur'd Man call this Gaiety 
always vitious. Our Gentlemen in the Coun- 
try feldom fiiffcr in their Fortunes by their 
Drefs. The Confumption in Tables would 
not b^e much din^iqifhed, tho Men would ne- 
ver run into Surfeiting and DrunkennefS: 
'Xis not one in a hundred who is frequently 
guilty of thefe Vices, and yiet all are every 
day confuming. The extraordinary Confump- 
tion oi Revels occafions generally Abftinence 
for fbme time following ; fo jt|iat in a fbber 
Week as much may be confiimed as in the 
Week one has had a debauch. Did we ex- 
amine our own Manufactures, either Linen 
^r Woollen, we ihould find that coarfe Cloths 
and Stuff, the wearing of which none count 
extravagant, employ ten times as many Hands 
as the fine. And of the fine Cloths which 
are bought, not one of the Buyers in ten can 
be called extravagant. Were even this £x« 



* The gaycft Cofiec-Houfe in DMn. 
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travagince removed, the Confbmption of the 
fyxti^ PerTons during their Lives might be as 
great, as by the Vanity of a few Years with 
the Poverty of the Remainder. 

Thus we may fee with ]iow little reafbn 
Vices are cither counted necefTary, or ac^aily 
iiiblervient to the publick Happinefs, even in 
cur prefent Corruption. 

I am^ Sir, Tours ^ &c. 

P.M. 
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N*^ 4-7. Saturday, February 19, 172^ 



To HiBERNICUS. 



I 



Cujus velut agri fomniaj vana 

Ftnguntur fpeciesj ut nee pes nee eafu$ uni 
Reddatur firma—^ H O R. 

SIR. 

R. Addifon in his fourth fFhig 
Examiner has given an excellent 
Defcription of a certain way of 
Writing which is abfolutely Vff^ 
anfuDerable ; and he has pointed 
out the fecret Strength by which it is made 
fo. That the Fable of the Bees is a Perfor- 
mance of this kind, may be eafily ihewn, 

not 
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not by general Encomiums, but Jyy pointing 
out its particular Excellencies. 

Therb is one Outwork of this fort of 
Authors, which, tho it be not their main 
Strength, yet is often of great confequencQ 
to terrify the timorous Reaoer, or Adverfary ; 
I mean o^en Vanity^ and Pretences to the 
deepefl: Knowledge. — Hie murus aheneus 
ejio. 

How formidable muft that Writer be, 
who lets us know * * he has obferved fq 

• much above the ftort-fighted Vulgar, anc} 

• has given himfelf Lcifure to gaze upon the 

• Prolped of concatenated Events, and feea 
' Good fpring and pullulate from Evil as na- 

• turally* (fo condefcending is he to the 
meaneft of )iis Readers) ' as Chickens dp 

• from Eggs ?' How does he raife Admiration 
in the firft Paragraph of his Preface, letting 
us know that he has feen the ' Chief Organs 

• and niceft Springs of our Machine/ whicn 
arc yet but * trifling Films, and little Pipes, 

• not fuch grofs urong things as Nerves,- 

• Bone, or Skin ?* Nay, he has no doubt feei; 
t * the very Strength, lElafticity, and due 

• Contexture of Spirits which conftitute th? 

• Fear of Shame, and Anger, or Courage \ 
and alio aU the other Qualities of Spirits 
which conftitute the other Paflions : Thefe 

^ Pa/Iions ' along with Skin, Fleih, and Bon^ 
' make the Compound Man.' But this is Jiot 

1 ^f ^9« t P- 254. 

all 
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all his Knowledge; be has * ^ Anatoipfed 
^ the invifible part, has feen the gentle 

* Strokes, and flight Touches of the Pafficns/ 
This Author can f • fwagger about Fortir 

^ tude and Poverty as well as Seneca^ and 

* ihew the way to Summum Bonum as eafily 

* as his way home. % He has fearched thro* 

* every degree of Life ; and forefees Oppo- 

* fition only from thofe who have loft Pub- 

* lick Spirit, and are narrow-fouled, incapa- 
^ ble of thinking of things of uacon^non 

* Extent, which are noble and fublime. He 

* cries ** ^fage Vulgus to every Oppofcr, 

* and It writes only for the few who think 
^ abftra^ly, and are elevated above the VuU 

* gar.* 

H E tells us ' he has pleaied Men of un* 
« qucftionable Senfe; will always live, and 

* be cfteemed while fiich read him.' 

Who will not (land in awe of that Au- 
thor, < who \X defcribes the Nature and Symp- 
toms of Human Padiona; deteds theit 

* Force and Dilguifes ; and tr^^ces Self-Love 

* in its darkeft Recefs beyond any other 
\ Syftem of Ethicks?* Who, after all this, 
and much more, and E^otijms^ and Afiedia- 
tions in every Page, needs be told by thq Au- 
thor that his Vanity he could never conquer I 

* p. M3. and P. 77. f p. \6i. 

% P. 163. and P. 366, 3^7. ** P. 232. 

tt See the Jonmal fubjolned to the FabU^ 

t't P.4<57,47i. 

Ako* 
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Another ufefiil Secret of Invincible Au- 
ihors is to interfoerfc a contempt of Tedan-^ 
try and of the Clergy. Thefe damned Pe- 
dants have got a trick of reading many Au- 
thors, obferving the Sentiments of the greated 
Men in ail Ages ; and acquire an impertinent 
Facility of difcerning Nonfenfe in the Wri- 
tings of your eajy genteel Authors^ who arc 
dbove perplexing themfelves with the Sour^ 
nefs and Intricacies of Thought. Without 
fome Defiances and Contempt of Pedants and 
Clergy, Readers would never have fb much 
as c&eamcd that fome of our Authors were 
witty and eaJy Writers. When this Point 
is obtained, then we may fall upon our Rea* 
ders like Thunder, with all the little Learning 
we are Mailers of, in Seafbn and out of Sea- 
(on : About Greek and Roman Religions^ 
Egyptian Worjhip of Onions (tho long ago 
laughed at by a pedantick Clergyman in a 
Brother-Eafy- Writer on Freethinking) Tro* 
phys^ Monuments^ Arches^ Military Crowns^ 
Alexander^ LoreHzo Gratian^ Hydajpes^ 
OJiraciJms ; The Laconkk Spirit of our Na- 
tion appearing in the Word Gin : That fiery 
Lake^ the Lethe^ the Stygian and Ctrcean 
Cup J from whence pullulate Leucophkgma- 
cies : We may talk of Stoicks, Epicureans^ 
Seneca^s EJiate ; nay, even cite Ovid, and 
tranfpofe a PalTage in Juvenal: Si licet 
Exemplis ; make double Entcndres upon the 
word Enervate ; Trahat fua quemque Vd- 
luptas : a Latin Joke from EfafmUs i Nay, 

may 
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may make mod Philofbpbico-Philologjical 
Digreflioos about the Ejjences of Hfi^e^ In- 
kerns ^ Ice^ and Oak 5 we may lauQcb out 
into thofe profound Depths in Opficks, that 
Air is not the ObJe£f of Si^ht ; that Bulk di^ 
tninijhes by %>ijiance^ is owing to our Im^er- 
fefiion \ That the Sky might affear thrfi^ a 
hole in a Wall as near as the Stones ; talk ot 
Tythagoras^s abfiaining from Flejh^ ^Jbj>^s 
making Beafts to Jpeak ; Ira furor brpvis eft ; 
Lucretia killed her /elf for fear of Shame. 
We may improve our Language by that ca/y 
Phrafe, Meliorating our Condition. We may 
ufe that mod grammatical Epithet Su^erla^ 
five ; talk of Vanniniy Bruno and Effendi 
as Martyrs (tho fome of the FaiSls have 
been difproved long ago) That IJomer\ He^ 
roes talk . as Torters ; Ly cur gush Laws ; 
Bpaminondasy Leotychidas^ ^gis^ the ^ole^ 
marchi\ Saturnine Tempers, Adoration of 
the Manes of the Britijh JEfiulafius ; Cice- 
ro's Vanity y he wrote O I^ortunatam^ &c lAy 
Friend Horace : With many other moft pert 
Evidences of immenfe tritical Erudition \ 
which no Mortal could have known, without 
haying (pent feveral Years at a Latin School, 
and reading Tlutarchh Lives Englifloed by 
feveral Hands. 

When thus the Charader of Erudition 
is fecured, next comes Knowledge of the 
Worlds another eflential Quality of an cafy 
Writer. This may be diiplayed by a word 
or two of French^ tho we have Englijb 

words 
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words exadtly of the fame ipeaniog; by 
tafkiog. in the drain of Porters and Bauds, 
al?out their Affairs. Then the polite Gentlc- 
mzvi of fine Genius will fbon appear by a 
gr^at deal of Toetical Language, mixed with 
Profe. What pity it had not; all been in 
Rbyme, like the Fal^U it felf ? Th,e Authoi;'^ 
Slaughter-Houfe and Gin-Shop would have 
b^en as renowned as the Cave of the Cyclops^ 
or the Dwelling of Circe : Ingenium far 
Materia ! 

Thbse are bujC additional Helps. The 
main Strength of the Impregnable Writer 
conflfts in intricate Contradictions, and In^ 
conjlftencies ; with fome tnanifeji Abjhrdi^ 
ties boldly- ajferted, againft which oo Man 
c^ produce an Argument, any more than to 

EfUve that twice Three are not Ten. Thus 
is firft Sentence is, that ' AU untaught Ani- 
' mals defire only to pleafe themfelves, and 

< follow the bent of their Inclination, with- 

• out r^ard to the good or harm of others •/ 
But a ^ few Pages af(er we fliall 6nd that 
Gratitude' is nacutal, or that Men ^ mufli 

* wifti well to Benefoi^ors : That Pity or A- 
' verfion Co the Miiery of others is a natural 
' PafSon ; that Afie<^on to Offspring, and 

< defire of their Happinels, is natural : That 
^ Men may wiih well to any other in what 
' they them&lves cannot obtain.' 

* p. 34* and p. 68. and 14a 

His 
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His very Definition of Vice is * f Gratifjr-J 

• ing Appetite without regard to the Publick:' 
By {wtthout regard} we may charitably un- 
derftand him to liave intended /5'r«/ri^«j to the 
^ublick\ unlefs he can ftiew that all Men 
have ^eed to call eating when one is hungry, 
or going to ileep when one is weary^ vitious, 
whenever he does not think of a Communitv. 
Vice then here is ^ doing detriment to tne 

• Publick by gratifying Appetite? But go 
on, and you will find the whole drain of the 
Book to be, that ^ Vices are ufeful to the Pub- 

• lick, and neceflary to its Happinels : The 

• folid Comforts and Happinefs of Life arc 

• the Gratifications of Appetite.* 

His Definition of Virtue is * * Endeavour- 

• ing the Benefit of others contrary to the 

• Impulfe of Nature/ Yet thro' the whole 
Book Vniverfal Virtue would be dHrimental 
to Society ; that is, all Mens endeavouring 
to benefit others would be detrimental to all : 

• ^ The Moral Virmcs are the Offspring of 

• Flattery begot upon Pride ;' yet in the very 
iame ^age^ and many other places^ 'No 
^ Pafifion more natural or univerlal than Pride/ 
Virtue then, which was before contrary to 
the Impulfe of Nature, now is become fol- 
lowing the ftrongeft Impulfe of Nature; 

Again, ff * Virtue is the Conqueft of 
^ Pafifion out of the rational Ambition of be* 
' ing good ;' but a few Pages after this^ 

tP.34- •Ibid. tP.37. ft P. 34. 

♦ Doing 
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» Doiog worthy A<aions from Love of Good- 
'* oefs fira$ c^ftaki Sign^ of Pride, (which is 

• ihcJlrMgeft Taffle^ •* And yet, fays th^ 
^nbor, * This \^ a fobfimer NotioD of Vir- 

• tue than his own/ 

^ ' H B A T H B N Religion cotild not mildencc 

• Men to Viftiie,* fays he: The direiS con- 
trary ia ajfJIorted hy z\\ the Heathen Phitofo- 
^rs, Hiftorians, Orators, Tragedians and 
C^medfeaftSi The wrfcr Men few the Folly 
€»f their Theological Fables, bot niever denied 
i governing Mrnd : The Viilgat might bdiev^ 
theFabks of 7^///ifr and his Brothers ; but 
fanagimng in the Gods a Right fiiprior to 
that of M«n, they m'teht ftar the Judgment 
of the Gods for like Fa(^s to thole done by 
JupteTj and expeA Rewards for ObeAencd 
to Laws given to Men, which yet did not 
bind Superior Natures. This Notion may make 
it probable that even vety corrupt Hetigion^ 
inay have in the whole much more good Ef« 
h€ts than eviE But who Wilt r^ard the 
Teftimofaies of poor Heathens^ againfl: this 
Obfervet of concatendted Invents ? 

Presently we fiod t • The Seeds of 

* all Virtue in the t>^o Paffions pf Pride and 

* Shame, which are mofl; nbmral/ In another 
place, * Virtue Was contrary to the Impulfc 

* of Nature, aud the Conqueft of the Paflfi- 
« ons ;' and foon after it will beCOme what 
it wias again, % • No Virtue ih what is de- 

* p. 36. t ^- 5<^- X P' ^8. and P. ^^C. 
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* iigned to gratify Pride ; the only recom- 

* pence of Virtue is the pleaiure of doing* 

* good}' but even this pleafure of doing 

* good, or adding from Love of Gooda ds, 

* was Pride*. 

P. 59. He begins his jinatamis^ing of 
^affions ; • The Paffions concealed from 

* Modefty or good Manners^ are Pride^ Luft, 
' and Selfiihnefs.' Either then Pride and Luft 
is not /elfijl?y but difinterejled\ or chis divi- 
iion amounts to thefe three Members, to wit, 

* one fort of Selfifhnefs, another fort of 

* Selfifhneis, and Selfifhnefs ingeneral/ 

He aflTerts, that f ' Ambadadors Debates 

* about Precedency flow from Pride con- 
^ cealed under fhew of Virtue,' that is, of 
conquering the Tajjions from the Ambition 
of being good. It feems they all naturally 
dedre to be hindmofl, but afle<% Precedency^ 
that they may feem to conquer this Paflion. 

% * Gratitude is a natural Motive of 

* Inclination^ and not Virtue: Returns of 
' good Offices are not from Gratitude but 

* from Virtue, that is, oppofitibn to the im- 

* pulfe of Nature; or Manners, that is» 

* concealment of Pride, Luft, and Selfifhnefs, 

* in order to gratify them/ 

** • Luxury is the ufc of any thing 

* above Neceflity ; nor can any other bounds 

* be fixed :* and yet a few Pages after, ^ All 

* Men ought to ckefs fuitably to Condition.' 

7* p. io8. and I3«. . 

♦ • Envt 
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♦ • Enty is a mixture of Sorrow and 

* Anger. Sorrow arifes from our want of 

* what wc defire, and Anger is raifcd by us 

* for our Eafe.' (A pleafing Paflion furcly !) 

* Anger is the Paflion arinng when our De- 

* fire is aoflcd.' Thus Envy amounts to Sor^ 
row for want of what we aefire, compound* 
ed with the Taffitm arijing when l^efire is 
croffed. This Compofition is as artfiil as that 
of a merry Fellows Tunch^ who liked to 
have it made of two Quarts of Brandy, and 
one Quart of Brandy ; Si licet Exemplis. 

f • Self-Lovb bids us look on every 
^ fatisfied Being as a Rival :' And j^ n0thing 
can excite any Being ta o^fofe another but 
bis being unfatisfied. 

X ' Laughing at another's Fall, is either 
^ from Bnvy or Malice/ 

** • LovB fignifics AfTedion, that is, 

* likinc or wilhing well.' The Objed's In- 
tereft becomes our own in this : wonderful 
matmen ' Self Love makes us believe that 
^ the Sufferings we feel mud leflen tbofe of 

* our Friend ; and then a fecret Pleafure ariies 
^ from our grieving, becade we imagine we 
^ are relieving him/ How ftrangely does 
onx SeJf'Love govern us! It firft forms an 
Opinion fb procugioufly fecret, that neyer any 
Mortal believed it ; and then makes us feel 
Pleaiure, not in relieving pur/elves^ but ano- 
ther. Nay, what is it that Self Love cannot 

* P 140. and 221. . t ^- U5- t P- 14^- 

** P. 14J. 
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pepfbrm? * ' When a Mao ftands in the 
' Scfcet, and flirieks at anathcf ^ Fall ^om a 
^ high Window or Scaffold^ he believes diat 
« he himfelf is flying thm^ the Air : When 
^ a Man blufhes^ upoo feeing another da « 
^ bafe AdiOD^ he bekeves he is doing it hiki- 
- felf; 

I H A V E got yet no £ii«faer than the 1 50th 
Page^ but with many Oiqiflions : You may 
have when you pleate twioe as mapy, rather 
m-eater Beauties of (he fame nature; bur 
theie may fuffice at preiepr. Only I Qan&ot 
pafs over two PaiT&ges more ; the one \$ a 
wonddrfol CofHfcJitSm^ ibdeai;]^ dees he love 
making a very ^ij^e^fatory of ^affians^ 
that rather than want Compofitipn, he witt 
tckt two pieces of the (ame thing lor want of 
difH:rent Materials : f * Laztned is an Aver- 
* iion to Bufinels, generally attended with a 
^ Defire of being unadive.' The other Pa^^ 
i^ a mod important Maxim; * That Maa 
' never exerts himfelf bat when he is tonfed 
^ by Defire;*' or never exerts hiiaielf bur 
when he defires fometbing or other. And he 
iubjoias this fubMme Simile, of a Huge 
WindmiU without a Breath of jMr^ 

Before any one pretend!! to anfwer this 
Bpok, he rnnft know whae the Aqthoc means 
by good Ofinion^ high Value, Worthy ^m^ 
worthinefs^ Merits noble ABknsj Over^ 
valuing^ Thinking weU^ or havmg a Right 

1 P- 55? 1 1^' »^A 
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to do any thing. Bat iqion chefe Terms, all 
Mortals iliay defpair of it. 

Wfi may make one general Obfervation 
on the Dexterity of this Author in confuting 
oppodte Schemes. Suppofe the Scheme of 
dunoft all Mofalift% except Eftcnnans^ to 
be tiiie ; ' That we have in our Nature kind 
^ AjjpeRioHs in different degrees, that we have 
^ a Mwal Senfi determining us to approve 

* them whenever they are obfervcdt and all 

* A^ltons which flow from them; tfadt we 

• are naturally bound together by defir9 of 

• Eftiem from each other^ and by Compaffion^ 
^ and thit withal we hwtSelf-Lnvk or defire 
' df private Gdod' What would be the Cdn- 
iequence of this Conftitution, or the Appear- 
0nces in humati Nature ? All Men would call 
thofe Adlons virtuous, which they imagine 
do tend' to the Pubiick Good : Where Men 
difTet in Opinions of the natural Tendencies 
of ABions^ they mu(l differ in Approbation 
0r ^ondemtiation : They will find Pleafure 
in contemplating or refleding on their own 
kind Affedions and Adions : They will de- 
iigte: in the Society of the kind, good-na- 
tured^ and beneficent : They will be uneafy 
xxgoti feeing or even hearing of the Miiery of 
others, and be delighted with the Happineis 
of any Pcrlbns beloved : Men will have re^ 
gard to Private Good as well as pubiick; and 
when other Clrcoih^ances are equal, will pre- 
fer what tends mod to private Advantage. 
Now thtfe are the dtred ^nd necelTary Con^ 

Dd 3 lequences 
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iequenccs of this Soppofition : And yet this 
penetrating Swaj^erer, who Jwfaffes mU 
ff^r iters of Et kicks ^ makes thofe very Ap- 
pearances prooft againft the Hypotheik 
No prooft will pleaie him but the contrary 
Appearances : If he (aw ' Men approvii^ 

* what is pernicious to the Publick; or Mm 
^ agreeing to approve the fame Adion, tho 

* one thought it ufefiil to the Publick, and 
' another thought it pernicious ; or if Men 

* had no manner of pleafure in good Aiftion^ 
' or in receding upon them, nor would value 

* themfelves more for Heioiim than VUlany ; 
^ then indeed he Would acknowledge a moral 
' Senfe independent of Intereft and true Vir- 

* tue/ 

So alio, ' Men mud delight in the Com* 
' pany of the proud, morofe, revenge/bland 

* quarrelfbm; they mufl be indifferent in be- 

* holding the moft cruel Tortures, or the 
^ grcatcft Joy and Happinefs of our Fellows, 
' or even of our Offspring. Men mull do 
' mifchief to theniTelves, or negled their moft 
^ innocent Pleafiires, and Incereft, by a tho- 

* row Self-denial^ without any Inclination to 
' the good of others; and muu have no more 

* pleamre in Gratitude, Generofity, or Ha- 
^ manity, than in Malice and Revenge; 

* otherwife this Author will never believe 

* any other AfTedion than Self Love: At 
^ prefent he fees all to be but Diiguiies of iT^ 

* from his deep Refledions about Frejh Her^ 
^ ^^^S^^ ^d ^hc Cotrtfany he would choofc^ 

• Hb 
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H B has probably been ftrack with Ibme 
old Panattck Sermon upon Self-Denial ia 
his Youch, and can never get it out of bis 
head (ince. ^is abfblutely impoflible upon 
bis Scheme, that God himfelf can make a 
Being naturally difpofed to Virtue : For Vir- 
tue is Self-Denial^ and acting againft the 
Impulfe of Nature. What elfe then can we 
imagine concerning all the Works of God in . 
their bed State, but 

% 
That they were intended^ 

For nothing elfe but to be mended 1 Hui 

Might we poor Vu^ar make conjedures con-^ 
ceraing the Spirits of Nations^ we would be 
apt to conclude, that thro' incapacity for 
jibJiraB Thinkings the Baotick Spirit of the 
Britijh is much better difcovered by a fourth 
Edition of this Book, than the LMonick by 
the Word Gin. 

Thus may thine Enemies triumph, O 
Virtue and Chrijiianity ! 

I am J Sir^ 

Tour humble Servant r 

RM. 
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To (he A u T H o i^ of the T^ukJin J$umal. 

Profrium hoc fiatuo ejfe vhrttttis^ cpnciliare m'mos ho* 
minum* • ' T v l l. 

STR. 

HIHOEVERhas been converfaat 

tin the Worlds «»d (akea the lead 
notice of wb^t daily p^s in iCt 
^ canhoc but have oblWvcd that aU 
fbrt3 of Men arc extremdj pi«|a* 
diced ip favour of the Qommiioity of which 
they are Members, and e(|uaUy jealous of its 
Honour as of their own. And this PriocipW 
is feen to prevail, not only where Men baivc 
made choice of their own Society or Profcf- 
fion, and confequently thro'a fort of Pride art 
engaged to fupporc their own Bied^ion* bat 
exerts itielf where the Agreement of Circum- 
fiances with any Part of Mankind, is altoge- 
ther cafoal and mvofuntary. 

Fop. this reafbn all general ilei]e<^ions andi 
Alperfions thrown upon any Body of Men, 
have always been efteemed by People of 
Senfe as both unmannerly and inoiprudenr. A 
^reat part of the Milunderftandings and Coo- 
3 teniioua 
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tcotioflS among tbe Bulk of Mankitod are otir* 
ittg to indficraiions of this fert. All your 
dry Snarlers^ and great Jokers, are mighty 
^ficieots in this Species of Wit ; and are 
never fo imarty as when they have got a Mnl-- 
^mde under the La0i: like great Conquerors, 
eftimating their Glory by the Nnmbers of 
Perfons they have injored. 
Nor has this petulant Hntnoiir beenlel^ 

gododive of very pemicions Effefts in the 
ore important Concerns of Lift. Scanda- 
Ions Jeftsi and ill Opinions of whole Socie- 
^eSy and fiteat Bodies of Men, indoftrioufly 
propagttra* have been frequently the Occa- 
fi(m of involving a State in verv great Diffi-^ 
dslties and Cbnibfion. Add taerefbre wile 
Men» however fiind of having their Anta* 
gonifts and Competitors run down, feldom 
care to appear in lucfa dirty Bnfinefs thenW 
felves, but leave it to their Sycophants and 
Underlings ; well knowing that inch Abufes 
not only provoke the Relentments of thofe 
immediac^y oflended, but at the long ran 
are ill looked upon by the moderate Men of 
every Party. 

* Th¥ true End of Satire and Raillery is, 
or ought to be, the Amendment of thofe who 
are the Qhjcdls of it. But this End cau never 
beanfwer'd, when we employ this Weapon ini 
theattack ofa Comnmnity. A fingle Man 
qiay beeafily laughed out of a Folly in his own 
PenoOi which he would fortify himfelf in, 
as Idon as it were made th^ Chara^eriftick of 

his 
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bis Party. For nothing is fo apt to harden 
Men in a criminal, or a fboiifli Pnu^cc, as 
the Notion of its being favonrcd by that Set 
of Men whofe Intereft they have efpoufecL 
And it happens not unfrequently, that when 
a whole Party are arraigned of tuul Principles, 
or mifchievQUS Defigns, they who are at- 
tached to it, make good the Accniation ia 
{mre revenge to tl^ir Advcrfaries^ in the 
very Inftant they would have it believed to 
be all Calumny and Malice. 

A Man of a fincere and candid I^ 
pofition* is very apt to think the bed of 
all he converfes with. And if this Difpofi* 
tion be any way remarkable, the Perfons 
with whom he has the moft intimate Cor-^ 
relpondence muft be very weak and impoli* 
tick, if they do not ihew themlelves in the 
mod advantageous Light they can in all their 
dealings with him. So that every Man pre* 
fuming himfelf beft acquainted with the Tern-* 

Eer and Defigns of his own Party, we may 
eoce eafily account for that Warmth with 
which Men efpoufe the Caufe of any partial* 
lar Sed, Community, or Profcllion, without ^ 
afcribing it^ as (bme do, intirely to a Princi* 
pie of Intereft, becaufe fometimes it is found 
' to flow from that Source. 

B£ this as it will, every Day, andalmoft 
every Occurrence of Lifc^ furnUhes firelh In- 
ilances of the tender regard Men have for the 
Charader and Reputation of whatever Bodies 
tiiey happen to be ipcorporated with. Sed$ 

of 
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^ of R^ligtoQ, difierent Profeflions of Learn* 
ing, aoQ Communities of Trade, are all e- 

il qually zealous for the Honour of what they 
call their Common Caufe. Injuries offered to, 
the Society afledl every Man in it, and are 
often more heinouily relented than the high* 
eft perfbnal Indignity. Clergy and Laity ; 
Lawyers, and Phyficians ; Men of Letters, 
and Mechanicks; the Citizen and the Far- 
mer ; are all equally firm in maintaining the 
Dignity, the Ulefulnefs, and the Honeuy of 
their refpedive Funcflions, Profeffions, and 
Employments. 

Will any Clergyman bear to hear the 
whole Order accufed, as has been done by a 
&w bold and impious Writers, of fpiritual 
Pride, Luft of Dominion, and lording it over 
God's Inheritance ; even tho himielf were 
complimented in the fame breath as a Man of 
the moft Apoftplick Simplicity, Self*denial, 
and Mortification ? On the other hand, does 
it not move the Indignation of every hondd 
Layman, when the Laity are ran down as 
the Bcafts of the People, the pro^e Vulgar, 
and fuch like, by tne bigotted and vioknc 
Aderters of Ecclefiaftical Power and Autho- 
rity ? Would he be a wife Client, who ihould 
declaim to his Lawyer againft the whole Pro- 
fefiion, under the Notion of their being com* 
bined together to defraud Mankind ? Or will 
a Phyftnan be pleaied, whatever Confidence 
you repofe in his own Skill and Integrity^ to 
hear yon call bis Brethren 9 parcel pfignoraar 

Quacks^ 
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Qddcks, ortdentl^fi RoffianS, whookltlioe 
]iow many Patients they kill for cht iake of 
an Experiment ? Inihort, it wiUbte exceeding 
hard, if at all polTible, to find a fingie Man,^ 
who can patiently ibflfer Hefledions to be 
caft on the Bodv to which he belongs, the 
Ibribed to it with the higheft Marks of parti* 
folar Efleem and AfTedion. Political, aa 
"fveli as Naturil Bodies Ibavc; theif €$mmm 
Senfi ; which tenders it impoffibie to hure 
the Syftem^ without communicating feme de- 
gree of Diforder to every particular Member. 
This Senfi of Honour and Reputation in 
Communities prevails alfo in other Conditions 
«Ki Stations of Life, beftdes ftich as are vo- 
luntary; and difcovers itfelf in Relations 
where the agreeing Circumftanccs are not fo 
obvious, or at leS (b often refle^ed upoii^ 
bccaufe common to far greater Numbers. Peo- 
ple of the fame Country think themfeWes 
bound to each other by the ftrongeft Ties ; 
and whoever fhould tamely fit ftill, and Ittar 
be whole Nation to which he belonged aW 
icd, would be accounted a very odd kind of 
fellow. Even the two Sexes, who are cei;* 
tainly the mod equal and comprehenfive Divl- 
$on of Mankind, are found as tenacious m 
point of Honour as any other. He would 
piakc his Court but very ill to a Miftrefe, 
who, while he exalted her into the Rank of 
Seraphic Beings, was perpetually taMting of 
the Vanity, teconftancy, and IlKnatutc of 
Womankind. Domeftick Quarrels have fre- 
quently 
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qoentiy had their Original in ibmc pretty 
Dilpiec ftarced becwis^t Husband and WiAi 
coQcermng the Pi chemmence of the Sexesi 
And in the prafccution of inch fine Debates^ 
^is greai; odck if both Sides do not exempl^ 
ali the Vices^ ftom which they eqdeavoiif to 
vindicate thiafe lor whona they appear at 
Championa. ^Tis veiy true» that ooth it 
common Conver&cion^ and ^famatkk E»r 
tertaiBHients^ general Reflexions of this ibrt 
are frequently made in a hdicfons manner^ 
without giving any offence. Bui this does not 
proceed from any want of Senfihiliey. Jefb 
which have been much us*4 do often recoil 
npon the Authors, inftead of (hiking the 
Party againft whom they were teve^ed And 
People nb\i?«a-days ace grown cuMug enough 
to caft an iH-natnrd Jeft in the way of the 1^ 
tubnt, on purpofe ta lai^ at their being 
caught in io ; as Mr. St. Evremmd teUs «a 
was the Pi;a<9!ice among the Wits eSFr^me 
m his time, who^ when thev had exhauOed 
all the other Subjedis of Hidii::ule, were aa 
lad obliged to £dl on the Ridicule itietf, as 
the only weak Side they bad. left to attack. 
Whenever there appears theDeOgn of an A& 
front, let it be given either with a (erious ot 
hnmorons Aiiv tbefc; general Refiei^os ar<i 
fore to g^e Qf&nce, and fbmeeimes are ar« 
tended with very gceat and- lading Refent^ 
meats. 

W B may dtfcerni the fame Spirit exerci*^ 
fiag iifelf in AficKiactons which ate founded 

neither 
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neichar in Nature nor Intereft, but are pardy 
fantaftick and whimdcal. Beingof the (amc 
Name, having been edncated at the fame 
School, or lifing in the fame Place, may 
ferve fbr a Foomlation of Friendfiiip, and 
conciliate a common Efteem. I might men- 
tion in this place the antient and worfliipfiil 
Society of Free Mafons, where every pri- 
vate brother thinks bimfelf obliged to rap- 
port the Honour, and fight the Battles of the 
whole Order. But it is unneceflary to heap 
up Inftances in a Cafe, wherein every Man's 
own Experience will out-run the DetaiL 

As oKen as I reflet on this amiable Difpo- 
fition in Men to conlult the Honour of their 
refpedive Communities, and relent any In- 
d^ity done them, I cannot but be much 
furprized to find ib little of it in an untverfal 
Concern. With all the Zeal we exprefsfor any 
particular Party, for our Country, or any other 
Society to which we ftand related, we can pati- 
ently allow that great Society, our Relation to 
which is the moft honourable Diftindtion we 
can value ourielvesupon,to be railed at in a moft 
unmerciful manner, and reprelentedin the moft 
difagreeable Colours that Wit and Ill*nature 
can poffibiy invent. Whence this fhould pro- 
ceed I cannot determine ; yet fure it is, that 
no Man takes upon him to relent innumerable 
Aflronts which are every day ofiered to 
Mankind. Several grave Divines, out of an 
intemperate Zeal for the Honom* of Religion, 
from a mifapplication of (everal PafH^es in 

Scrip- 
Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HiBB r:nicu85 Letters. 415 

Scripture, have taken apOD them to reprefenc 
Human Nature in (uch a manner, that if we 
really believed what they lay, we fhould 
think ourieives but little obliged to our 
Creator for t^e Being he has beftowed upon 
OS. Licentious and profane Writers, tbo with 
a different View, have with great Induflry 
purfued the fame Track. And thus between 
thefe two, fiich a Pidure has been drawn of 
Mankind, as would tempt an honeft Man, if it 
were in bis power,to renounce the very Species. 

We have been reprefented as all naturally 
felfifh, and all the kind and benevolent Dil- 
pofitions which at any time appear among us, 
to be either Imbecillity, or Artifice. Every 
Man we fee, we are to look upon as an E- 
nemy, both to ourfclves and others. Pride 
and Afiedation, Hypocrify and Ill-nature are 
the befl Qualities we are to expe<£t in the 
Commerce of Life. All this we can hear 
and read without appearing in the lead fhockM ; 
at the fame time that we ihould reckon it the 
height of Infblence to treat any particular 
Body in the fame manner. 

I AM confident, that were there any Spe« 
cies of Brutes endued with the Faculty of 
Speech, they could not load the Human Na- 
ture with more opprobrious Epithets, than 
has been done by fbme who have had the 
Honour to wear it. And no lefs fiire I am, 
that there would be no need of Premiums 
CO encourage People to hunt them out of the 
World. Why then we ihould fufTer the fame 

thing 
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thing tobe done amoag oinielves, is, I cok 
fe(S| as great a Myftery as aoy I have b»ra 
t>f. Nor am I «>le to coaje^^uie what end 
Men can haye in drawiii^ fuch ftig|hcfol Re* 
prefentations of their Species. 0oe would hk 
Upt to thiok, the molt friendly Office tbat 
could be done the World w^e to reconcile 
Men with one another, and atby whateva 
Fends and Animofities may be dmbng^tbea: 
Bat if this is to be done by raifii^ a^eral 
Di(lrufi, which the Belief of ail hraun Vif- 
tucs beii^ mere Artifice and Dt%Qife at the 
bbttomneceflajaiymult, I know noAbfiitd»* 
ty wild enough to compare it witbw ^nd as 
(ufturbing the pcihUck Peace is-in dl S«cietic$ 
teckonea among the neatefl: ei Crimes, t 
fcannot help tbinkiog, that in looereft, as wdl 
as Honour, ail good Men ouf^t to look on 
them as cnmmon Enemies, ^ha by propa- 
gating Notions fi> detogatory to Mankind; dtf 
m th^ in th^n lies to mah« the World s 
Scene of Difbrder and Coiiiiifion, as it muft 
be when evecy one in it Ihould look an sdl 
about them as fb many coacealed and artfti 
Villains. ' 

To» very bimhie Servant » 

HlBBANICa>. 
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N^. 49. Saturday^ March 5, 172^. 

I i l ■ [f i l l I II ■ T 

72^ HiBERNICUS. 
Nottfatis efifukhra eJfiPoemata^ dukiafmto. .H OR- 

[HE Force and Power of this 
God. lays a French Author fpeak- 
log of Cupid^ are found more 
brisk and lively in the painting of 
Poetry^ than in their own Eflence. 

* Les Farces ^ Valeur de ce ^ieu fe trou- 

* vent flus vifves et plus antmies en la 

* Teinture de Toeji quon kur fropre Ef- 

* fenced It reprefents I know not what Air 
more lovely than Love it felf. Venus is not 
io alluring all naked, alive, and panting, as 
flie appears in that Epifbde of Virgily where 
ihe prevails upon her Husband Vulcan to 
forge Armour for her Son Mneas. 

Dixerat & mveis bine at qui hinc Diva lacertis 
Cun£fam$m ampUxu moUifovet : Ilk repente 
Accepit folitam fiammarHi notufque medullas 
Imravit calor^ dx lahfaBa per ojfa cucurrit. 
Nonfeau atque dim tonitru cum rupta corufco 
Igpea rima means percwrit hmitie nimbos. 

VoM. • Ec r— Thus 
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-Thus fpoke the X^een of Charms, 



And foftly clafp*d him in her Snow-i^Hirie Afm5> 
Irrefokite : Anon the God took fire^ 
And felt the fuddcn Tranfports of Define ; (gan 
Quick thro* his Bones the* well-known Warmth be- 
lts thrilling Cdurfe, and thro' his Marrow ran. 
Quick as the Flame from Clouds erumpent flies. 
And flioots a Flafli of Fire along the Skies. 

Of all our modern Poets, the Italians, 
as well by the Tendernels of their Nature, as 
the Sofcnefs of their Language, have the 
happieft turn for the Tathetick. Charks the 
Fifth (eems to have been of this Sentiment, 
when he faid, * He Would choofe to talk to 

* the Men in French^ to his God in Spmijh^ 
^ to the Ladies in Italian^ and to his Horfc 

♦ in High'T>utch: Guarini is the moft fa- 
thettck of all the Italians. He has but one 
Fault, and that in common with the Poets of 
his Country, too great an Affcdation of Wit. 
The Swains of his Taftor Fido^ who ought 
to fpeak the Language of Arcadia^ flourifli 
in the Language of the Court. Their Toints 
and Antithejes fliew more of the fine Gal- 
lant than faithful Shepherd. But the Italians 
are fiill of tbefe Puerilities, even in their moft 
ferious Compoiitions. A remarkable Inftance 
of which^ the Criticks never fail to draw 
from their great Heroick Poet, Tajfo^ who 
makes the unfortunate Lovor Tancred^ ap« 
proaching the Tomb of bis Miftrefs Clarinaa 
unhappily flain, bemoan her not with Words 
of Sincerity, but Tivns of Conceit : As if 

• Son6w 
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Sorrow ddigfated in a Play of Wit, a Jeu 
d*EJprity as the French call it ; and the Lan- 
guage of a ferious Pafijon was not a Language 
. of Simplicity. There is no fear, that Lover 
would oie for Grie^ who can be witty on his 
dead Miftrels. . Great are our Gains, fays the 
Archbifhop otCambray, in lofingall fiipcrfltt- 
ous Ornaments, to confine our lelves to fuch 
Beauties as are of a fimple, eafy, dear, and 
negligent Appearance. In Poetry, as in 
Architei^re, all the necefTary Materials 
ihould be turned to natural Ornaments : But 
all Ornaments, which are but Ornaments, are 
needlefs. Retrench them ; they are not 
wanted; they are things of Vanity, but not 
of Ufe. An Author who has too much Wit, 
and Wit upon all occafions, tires and eclipfes 
ours. We ask not (o much ; if he fhowed 
lefs, he would let us breathe, and pleafe us 
better. He keeps us too intent. To read 
him is to ftudy. So much Lightning dazzles 
US; our feeble Eyes look out for a fofter 
Light. He is the amiable Poet, who pro- 
portioned to the common Underflandings of 
Men, does all for them, and nothing for 
himfelf ; who gives us a Sublime (b familiar, 
h fweet, ft) Ample, as may tempt all Men 
to belie?e, but fuffer few to prove thcmfelves 
capable of k. So feemingly eafy, according 
to that of Horace. 

Vt Jibi quivis 
Speret idem^ fudet multum^ fruftraque laboretj 
Aufus idem. 

E e 3 As 
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■ ■ ■ As cv'ry little Bard 

May fondly hope to equal, but with Pain, 
Make the Attempt, and find th' Attempt in vain. 

The Natural is highly preferable to the Sur- 
prizing and Marvellous. The Author that 
would pleafe, fliould make us forget he is an 
Authort and enter, as it were, into common 
Converfation with us. He ihpuld place be- 
fore our Eyes, a Farmer who is fbllicitous for 
his Harveft, or Shepherd who knows nothing 
but his Flodi and Village ; and make us think, 
not of him, or his 6ne Genius, but of the 
Swains he introduces. 

DefpeShis titifum, nee qui Jim quarts, AUxi, 
Quam dives pecoris nivei, quAm laSiis ahindatu : 
Mitte mea Sicutis err am in ntontibus npue ; 
Lac mihi nm aftate mvuniy nonfrigore iefit^ &c. 

Mr, Shepherd, you defpife, nor feek to know. 
How rich in Herds^ and Flocks as white as Snow : 
Nor lack I Lambs, Sicilian Mountains rear, 
Nor Milk that fails not thro' the live-long Year. 

How mach more graceful is the Cdontry 
Plaionefs of this Swain in Virgil, than the 
iubde and refined turn of the moft brilliant 
Wit? 

But to return to Guar int. The fiunons 
Soliloquy of Amarillis in the fourth Scene 
of the third Ad of his Taftor Fido, tho it 
is not intirely exempt from this Afiedation, 
of which I mall fay no more (having expa* 
tiated already on this Subject in a former Pa* 

per. 
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per, wherein mencioQ Mras made of the Style 
of Anacreofi) I fey, tho this Soliloquy is 
not entirely exempt from this Vice, yet has 
it enough of that true Simplicity, we find in 

§ood Authors, to merit the higheft Commen- 
^tion. They who are judges of the Origi* 
nal will readily agree to what 1 fay ; tho they 
may have fbme Reafon to difpute it, who 
judge from the Tranflation. The firft of 
whom will, I hope, in feme meafure excufe 
the meannds of the EngUJh^ when I frankly 
confefs to the latter, that if they find any 
things tolerable in it, they only fanfy them 
io becaufe they have no knowledge of the 
Italian. I fhall only add a word or two 
by way of Argumentor Introdudion to it. 

By the l^z^soi Arcadia^ where the Scene 
lies, any Maid or Wife that broke Faith with 
her Lover or Husband, was, in puriuance to 
the Oracle's Decree, to be lacrificrd to l^iana. 
Amarillts ^nd Silvio had been fome time 
contraded together by their Parents, without 
any mutual Afiedion. The Time appointed 
for their Marriage was almoft come; when 
Mirtillo who was in love with Amarillis^ 
found means (in the Scene preceding this 
Soliloquy) to difclofe his Paflion to her. 
Amarilpisy tho fecretly in love with Mirtillo^ 
yet feeing fhe could not retrad her plighted 
Faith, rdblved to keep up to the rigor of 
Virtue, and receives his Profbflions with all 
the feeming difikin of a mercilefs Beauty* 
Mirtillo retires m Detain But Amarilns 
Ee 3 kft 
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left aloDe breaks out into the tender and 
paffionate Expollalation which follows. 

A M A R I L L I S. 

Soul of fny Soulj couIJJl thou but feel the Pains, 
For thee Mirtillo, thee this Heart fuftains ; 
'This Hearty nor tvoulJfi thou then of fcorn accufi^ 
Nor then, that Pity thine implores^ refufe. 
Ill Fate of Love ! thy Hearty xvhat hoots it me ? 
Ill Fate of Love ! What boots my Heart to thee ? 
- Ah Fate, that does but too malicious prove^ 
Hearts to disjoin already joind by Love! 
Or rather Love does prove but too tmkind% 
To join together Hearts by Fate disjoined ! 
Happy y ye Beafls^ who^ free by Nature^ own 
In Love no LawSy but thofe of Love alone ! 
While Slaves f' inhumane humane Laws we llve^ 
And Death, in Punijhmem ofLove^ receive^ 
Jff Love a Paffion be by Nature taught^ 
IVhy aga'tnfi Law is LQve a Pafjion thought f * 

* Nature too feeble, that wouldft Law oppcfe ! 
^ Law too feverey that Nature would depofe !* 

* But wbaty fond Maid? We^ are thy Lover*s Charms, 
' ^ If dread of Death can fright thee from bis Arms.* 

Ah! would to Heavn, that Deaths Mircillo, were 

Th? only Caufe of A mar ill /V Fear ! 

No ! facred Faiths who rules without Controul, 

Goddefs Inviolate ! the well-born Soul ; 

To thee, this Flamei worthy thy Pow'r Divine, 

J facrifice a ViSiim at thy Shrine. 

And you^ Mirtillo, Source of all our Woe^ 

F.rgive her Scorn, who Pity could mi Jhow : 

F-r^ive in Looks and Words thy Fbe confefi^ 

Jn Looks thy Fbe^ thy Lever in her Breafi* 

0> if your Soul to Vengeance is inclind^ 

Hirfe than your Griff what Vengeame CM you find. 

True 
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True Griifin Amarillis to impart ? 

Errif m) Ibartyman^ w/ very Hearty 

(And that yeu are^ alas ! too well I kmwy • 

lafpUe^ffGods above and Men below) 

My vital Blood fireams from your weefing Eyes^ 

My vital Spirits languijb in your Sighs j 

And all the Torment s^ all the Pangs you bear^ 

Mine^ not your Pangs ^ mine, not your Torments j are. 



■ " J ■ 



N*^ JO. Saturday^ March i2f lyzi* 

1*0 the Author of the ^ubUn JournaL 




' S i vis mefieriy ddendumeft 
Primum ipji tiki* — H o k. 

S I R.^ 

I H ERE is no ibrt of Writiog which 
has to powerfiil aod univerial an 
Inflaence on Maakiod, as Poeciy. 
The Number of thofe who are ca- 
pd>le of folio wing an Author thro' 
a long Dedndion of Reaibn, or of feeing the 
Connexion betwixt general Principles and 
their Confeqaences, has in, all Ages, bore a 
very fmall proportion with die ignorant and 
illiterate Mnkitude. Bat the PaHions of all 
Mea bdnp; alike, and for the moft part more 
Arong and lively in thole who refled: and 
know bat tittle, than in the Minds of ftudi- 
E e 4 008 
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ous and contemplacive Perfbns, whatever is 
bcfl calculated to work qpon them, as Poetry 
evidently is, cannot but have the greateft 
and mod difTufive Efieds. Philorobbical Wri- 
tings, like the Plans of regular Buildings, ftrike 
only fuch as are curious to know the Contri- 
vance and Origin of Things, abftraded from 
their external Appearance. In Poetry, which 
is the Pidure of Nature, file is drawn to us 
as in Perfpecftive, and makes an Appearance 
fo much more beautiful, and attractive of the 
Eyes of many, as the Elevation of a Boijd- 
ing is more pleafing to the Imagination, thm 
the naked Draught of the Diftributioa and 
Proportions of its feveral Apartments. The 
Human Face, when viewed in a Skeleton, 
will afTbrd neither Pleaiiire nor Inftrai^ion to 
any but the fludious in Anatmy. To make it 
flrike every Eye, it mud have both Mufiling 
and Colouring ; and be lighted up with aU 
thoie Smiles and Bhiflies it difeovers in the 
Life. For thefe being equally obvious to all 
Men, the juft Imitation of them will have the . 
preateft number of Suffrages in its favour, 
DOth as to Exadneis and Beauty. 

The Defign of Poetry therefore being to 
work on the Paffions, we may eafily con* 
jc^re what Species of Poetry it is that will 
mod: effedually conduce to that End ; to wit, 
chat which gives the truefl and livclicfl Re- 
(M-efentatioaof what pafles in the human Mind 
on any Incident t)r Occurrence in Life. The 
^cfcrjptive part pf Poetry, however agr^- 
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able to a well-fbnn'd ImagioacioQ, raifes none 
oftbofe wonderftil Emotions^ which are ftir- 
red up by a Recital of thofe Adions, which 
are attended with Dangers, DiftrefTes and E- 
icapes, and the various Sentiments which a* 
rofe in the Mind oq ibch Occafions. For one 
Man who is (buck with the Defcription of 
the Storm in Virgil. I am confident there are 
Multitudes who nave wept over the unfortu- 
nate Paflion of ^/^(^t or the generous Friend- 
ihip of Ni/ks and Euryalus. And I have 
known fbme ereat Admirers of MiUon, who 
have own'd tney felt very little Pleaiiire in 
reading his Account of the Creation, or the 
Battle of the Angels; tho thofe Epiibdes are 
juftiy reckoned among the mod ihining Parts 
of the Poem, and are adorned with the moft 
iublime and beautiful Images, which perhaps 
were ever laid together by any one Poet, 
either antient or modem. 

I THIN K I have met with it iomewhere as 
a Rule, that whoever endeavours to write 
well upon the Subjed of Love, ought to look 
into his own Breaft, and find that the Paflion 
beats free and eafy there, before he adventures 
on the Enterprize. I can fee no reafon why 
this Rule ihould not be extended to all the o- 
ther Paflions as well as Love* Horace, in the 
Motto of my Paper, applies it in the fkmc 
matmer to Grief. If you "mould have tne 
weef, lays he, you muji firft Jhew, that you 
your felf are afflicted. Not that there is any 
ueccffity, that 9 Man ihpqld be really in Af- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4t6 HiBERNJCUs'f Letters. 

flkftioa himfelf, before he cmi infpire aoorha 
with Pity ; but there muft be fiicfa a Tender^ 
nefs in his Frame, that be can with eafe imar 
gine himielf in the Circumftances of thofe 
wbofe Sorrows he relies, and make them 
exprefe them in the fatfie manner they are 
felt. And this indeed is a Faculty which can 
be acquired by no Rules of Art, and which 
whoever exceils in, has nothing to thank for 
but the Boimty of Nature. For whatever the 
Logicians may i>oaft of the Afliftance whicfa 
invention may receive from the Topics^ I 
fitniy he would make but dull work of if; 
who (hould have recourfe to the Efficient^ 
the Fwm^ or the FinafCzvdk of any Afflic* 
tion, in order to foarch for proper Expreffioos 
of Grief, or Motives of Compaffion. His 
Head, and his Heart both mull be too Mi 
of his Subject, to have the lad femembrance 
of that (choi^dftick Jai^n, who will attempt 
to (peak the Language of an affli&ed Breait«^ 
And if he be once ttorowly work'd up into a 
feeling of the Padion he endeavours to de^ 
icribe, neither Sentiments nor Exprcffions 
will be wanting, proper to make tfaeuune Im» 
predion on the Minos of his Readers. 

That celebr^ed Pa({age in Virgil^ in tlic 
Epifbde I juft now meotioned^ wherein Ni/ks 
calls on the Rutuli to ipare his Euryalus^ and 
turn their Revenge on himielf, is given us by 
the Logicians as an Inftance of an Argument 
drawn from the Efficient Caufi. Bur who- 
ever reads it, wilL I am perfiiaded, be knfu 

blc 
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ble, that fb tender, ib paffionate ao Excla- 
mation muft have been conceived amidft too 
much Raptoie^ to allow the Aothoi leidire 
to refled on himielf, far lefs on the abllra^ 
Ideas of C^fi and EffeR^ during the glow- 
ing Moment of its Prodndion* 

Afe, w^f aifum qui feci : in me convertite ferruntf 
Rutuli. Meajraus omnis : Nihil ifte nee aujus^ 
Nee fctuit. Cesium hoc, & confcia fydera tefior. 
Tamum infelicem nimiwn dilexit amicum.^ 

Me, me, he cry'd ,* turn all your Swords on me ; 
Who did the Fad, let him the Vidim be. 
This gentle Boy, as Heaven my Witnefsis^ 
And yon fair Stars, was by qo Fault of his 
Engaged thus far. Nor could, nor durft his Age 
Contrive this Fraud, or ad fuch deadly Rage. 
His only Crime, the naked Truth to tell. 
Is loving me, his wretched Friend> too well. 

The Poetical Parts of the facred Writings, 
as they are in many places ininutably (nblimc, 
fb they have more of the tmly Pathetick, 
thaq is to be met with eUewhere. I believe, 
there are few Peribns of a virtnous Education, 
who have not felt this in the very dawning 
of Realbn/ before it could be imputed to any 
Bials or Prejudice, befides pure Nature. The 
Book of Job is without Controveri^ one of 
the tend^eft Pieces that ever &w the Light. 
Several great Men have worthily eiQployed 
themfelves in endeavouring to make it (peak a 
better Language than mere Profe. Yet there 
is, ftill room left for others to fly at the fame 

Quarry 
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Quarnr without difhonour. The following 
Tranflation of a part of that Book, was given 
mc by an ingcnioos young Gentleman, whom 
I am proud to caU my Friend, and whofe Fa- 
vour I heartily acknowledge, in allowing mc 
to entertain my Readers with what o^not 
but.be fo much more plcafing to them, than 
any thing from theiir 

Humble Servmt, 



HiBERNlCUS. 



The Vllth Chapter of JO B Paraphrafed. 

HAS not kind Hem,\ regarding hitmoH Wot, 
Setapxd Period to our Race tehv) f 
Knovmhyth OmnifcientfurelyisourSt(^\ ' 
And we, likemrelings, toil but by the Day, 
Then when the bufy tedious Dream is • V, 
iVefinkinDeath's cold Arms, and are m more. 
And is then Death our dumber, our JRepofe ? 
Oh ! wbenjball Death J O BV weary' d Eye^lids dofk ? 
As with defiring^ Eyes the harafs'd Swain 
Expeiis theEv*nit^Jbade, to quit the Plain ; 
So with, impatience to the Grave I bend. 
And beg to fee my numerous Sorrows end. 
Not morefollicitous the laboring Hind 
h., that his Cares their Recompence may find; 
Nor waits more anxious the prolific Rainy 
Or promised Harvefts in the/welling Grain j 
Than I to fee my grim Deliverer rife. 
And Death's cold Hand in Mercy clofe thefe Eyes ! 
Forcruh'd, Lord, beneath thy mighty Arm, 
iVhat Balm can cure my Griejs, what Mujick charm ? 



TV 
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7%; Terrors in a tboufandJbaPes IbunVf 
And feel the whole Variety of Woe ! 

IV HE N will my lonf-frotraSed Suffinrings ceafe^ 
And the poor harafsd Sufferer be at Peace i 
Each lin^ring Night in Agmies Hie ; 
Attd eft I wifi^ hut wifi in vain^ to die. 
InfiUnt Grief I lengthen out the Nighty 
Tten curfe the Sha^^ and watch the dawning Light • 
l%e dawning Light returns — — but not to me ; 
And ally but If its kindly AffeBfee* 
7i J O B no friendly Seafons e*er return ; 
Nw gives the Evening Eafe% wr Joy the Mom : ^ 

Grief fills his Soul^ and Pain j and gloomy Care^ 
Amazement f wildAffright^ and black Deff air • 
Oh ! hold at length thy Himdf and leave me free ! . 
j%r what is Job, O G OD^ toftrive xvith thee ? 
Vile Matter is my Subftamej Duft^ andClay; 
All covered too with Sores mare vile than they. 
Swifter than Thoi^ht^ my fieetit^ h4ments fafs i 
Cenfum'd I wither as the fading Grafs. 
My tranfient Being Uke the paffi^lf^ndf 
' Blows offunfeen^ nor leaves a Trace behind. 
Short as it is^ why is it then of prefix 
Otrfd by the Hand^ that once had made it bUfi? 
Oh^ clofe the Scene ■ and let my Sorrows ceafe ; 
Dijfolve the Chain^ and frown me imo Peace. 

E ACH Evning yields the Sun to fable Night ; 
But e*ry Morn returns again as bright* 
Within Earth* s Lap the yearly Seed is thrown ; 
And Nature* s bounteous Hand repays the Loan : 
But Man within the Grave for Ages lies ; 
. Till Nature* s Death permitted not to rife ; 
Till then firbid the faimeftglimpfe ofDay^ 
Or reafcend the long- forgotten Way \ 
No mareindsd^d to fee the chearful Lights 
Or fweet Vicijjitudes of Day and Ntght. 
His Memory toojball die^ and in the Grave$ 
In length ofTsme^ iu thin Exiftence leave. 

Here 
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Here look, vain Mfn^ aadiuman Greatnefsfee; 
Dufi^mceje were, and Dufi agtin mufi te. 

OH! wbjfAoHldtmurU JOB his Sighs reftram? 
Or thus ofpreft, bowOMddhemt comflainf 
AUow himfrofirate then t$ ask his God, 
Why thus thou break* fi this animmed Clod f 
IVhj watcbeff thou wy Ste^s^ feverefyjuff i 
And xvhik Ihend me planing in the DuR, 
Brbid'ff me onejbm interval ofReff f 
AndempieRcMthy Quiver in my Bre^ ? 
In vain for Refi It^nn Couch repair, 
AndhopeinSkeftodiJifatemyCare. 
For there in aiiepilVifiins I behold 
My Terrors heighten% andmy Hafes controuTd. 
How can I then this wretched Lififu^ainj 
When Skep, Death's Image, but aagpums n^ Pain T 

O FT when akne, andin the Events^ Shade, 
I call on Deaths but call invain fir Aid. 
For thou mtmov% Itilllengthmfi out wy Pains ; 
And while thy Wrath tormems^ thy P^w V fitftsdnsl 
Oh ! fatijh Lordi the vaff uuetpid Strife^ 
And I to buy my Peace will quit nty L^e. 
What did I fay of Life ?— -Tib/ir gaUing Chain ! 
Bytheea0ii£ted, what is Life but Pain ? 
I would not live ^^-^^tar bear the dreadfid Load : 
I fink, Ifaim beneath thy chafi^ning Rod 
Oh! ceafetottrge what Nature cannot bear,; 
NorfiUme thus with Amuijh and Deffair. 
Withdraw thy cruel all-Juffortit^ P0w\ i 
And lo! I perrfh in that gracious Ikur* 

The N humbly in thy fight I lay me down y 
At once thy Jt^a^ and my Crimes I own. 
To thee for Mercy and Relief I come j 
Oht take this Rebel, fince repenting^ home. 
Oh ! let thy Pity btlf and Jet me free ; 
And givemeinDefiruBionReli to fee .• ^ 
SofiaB the Voice af my con^laining ce({/e, 
Andmy kR BrtatbJ^aB blefstbeeformy P^ace. 

No It. 

* 
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N^ 51. Saturday^ March 19^ 172 ^ 

To HlttBRNlCU& 

P^ mediam noSiim vifui% cumfimuia "vera* H o & a t» 

S I R. 

HE honour you did a Friend of 
mine, fome time dgo^ by publifh* . 
ii^ his Dream, has encouraged 
me to fen^ you the following one $ 
which, I hope, will not difoleafe. 
tho it is full of Irregularities and Incoiieren- 
ces ; becaufe yon cannot but be fenfible, that 
thofe Imptrfc^iOns are natural to fuch Pro- 
dudions. 

I TH OUGHT I was lu a little pleafant Ifland 
near the famous Vtopia^ which nearly refem- 
bled the latter in Beauty and Fertility, The 
Hills abounded with Flocks and Herds, the 
Valleys were watered by numberlefi Rivulets, 
and every Field would have afforded an agree- 
able Scene of Plenty, had it not been that a 
certain violent fort of Trade-fFind blew a- 
^^'ay the Fruits off the Trees, and the Ears 
Oh the Corn, to the ne^hbouring Ifland ; 
leavine little more behind than naked Branches 
md ufelefs 3tubble. I asked a Shepherd who 

flood 
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ftood near me, whether the Country was 
fiA^ed to that Horricane ; to which he an* 
fwered. That it generally blew the whok 
Year round from the (ame Point, fo that we 
could exped but few returns of that nature 
from our lucky Neighbours. 

A s (bon as I had parted with him, I walk- 
ed on» mufing on the odd Fate of the Ifland ; 
and in the middle of my Meditations, I found 
myfelf at the foot of an Eminence, on the 
top of which fat a Woman with an Afbed of 
Majefty, mixed with an Air of Diftrels, and 
a Crown on her Head, (tripped of moft of 
its Jewels ; which made me think that flie 
wore it more for its Antiquity, than for its 
intrinfick Value : In her Hands ^ ibe held an 
Harf^ ftrung in Bafe with Gold, and inTrc^ 
ble with Silver Wires, which made fhch a 
melodious Ibund, whenever ihe could tune it 
to a middle pitch, (which I found ihe did 
with great difficulty) that all the dgeded 
Swains, who were within hearii^, rdomcd 
an Air of Joy ; and with chearfol Looks fil- 
led their Arms with the Gleanings of the 
Hurricane* All the Trees by a kind of Ma« 
gick Virtue b^an to ihoot out new Fmits, 
almoft as faft as the Wind could blow them 
away ; and the whole Plain echo'd with the 
Flutes of the Rufticks, who kept time to the 
Ladv's (uperior Inftrument* 

W HiL B I was taken up with this agreeaUe 

Entertainment, a fiidden Accident happened 

which alarmed the whole Country, and 

a damped 
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ckmp'd all our Mirth. A Monfter in the 
ihape of ao Evil Genius^ rofe under the 
Lady's Feet, and vioIentJy fnatch'd at her 
Strings ; at the fame time offering with an 
Air of malicious Contempt and Merriment, a 
large Knot of Brazen fVire to exchange for 
hers.. 

At this the Lady fwooned away, and the 
whole Plain was failed with foch a general 
Confternation* that few had the Power to 
come to her Afliftance, except one Remark- 
able Swain^ more courageous than the reft» 
who with a Taper Cornet founded an Alarm 
with fb much Strength and Judgment, that 
it reached the gars of JUPITER, who 
(as we wej-e told) was at that time very lucki- 
ly come down to Vtofia ; and in an Inftant, 
we (aw Afollo^ followed by a Train of the 
Mules, flying towards us^ by*the. Order of 
his great Superior, to inquire into the Caufe 
of our Diftrefs. . 

A s foon as he had examined the KW2XTy he \ 
fpura'd the Monfter from him, flung away his 
trifling Wire with difdain, and kindly raifed 
the Lady's drooping Head ; who having 
ibon recovered from her fainting Fit, rofe up 
with joyful Refpedl to falute her Deliverer. 

W H ILB I was wholly employed in admi^ 
ration of his Beauty, Humanity, and Elo- 
auence, I obferved that, as he wa$ apprehen- 
five of the ill Effeds which might enfue from 
the late Hurry on her Spirits, with an Arc 
peculiar to that cogagiog God, he cook an 

Vol. !• F f pppor- 
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opportonity of feeliDg her PuUe in the midft 
of his Carefles ; and having diTcovered feve- 
ral ftckly Symptoms in her Con(litution» 
which flie had long negleded, he acquainted 
her with them, and applied his unerring Skill 
to cure her mod hidden Diftempers. 

When this was done, he walked thro' us 
with a familiar Air to take a view of the 
Plain, diipenfmg his Favours and Smiles a- 
xnong the Swains, and efpecially thofe who he 
was informed had the greateft Skill in his hr 
vouritc Art of Mufick.. , In Ihort, nhe whole 
Ifland was fb inipired by his Prefence, that 
it feemed inchanted: The moft ignorant 
Shepherds endeavoured to pleafe him with 
their ruftick Airs ; and, as I thought in my 
Dream, even I, who have no mufical Taicnr^ 
took up a fmall Flute, and attempted to join 
in the univerfal Concert. 

But alas ! Sleepii^ or waking, . how fleet* 
ing and tranfient are our Joys ! In the middle 
\ of all our Happinefs.a winged McfTenger arriv'd 
from Vtopia^ and declared that Apollo muft 
return. Jove impatient of his Abfence, could - 
not relifh the Pleafiires of that charming 
Place ; all the Gods (at around him in mourn- 
ful Silence, and intimated by their dejeded 
Looks, that Heaven itfelf would ceafe to be 
the feat of Bills, as long as they wanted the 
God of Wit. 

Unhappy Ifland ! doomM to certain Mi- 
ieries, but uncertain Pleafures. In one mo* 
ment all our Mufick turn'd into paffionate 

. Corn- 
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Complaints; and I expeded every moment 
to fee the Lady fwoon away a fecond time 
for concern of the God's Departure, when on 
a fiidden I faw him rife up in the Air, and 
exprefs himfeif in this tender manner to the 
whole Aflembly* 
• WfiBPnot, my beloved Swains, at my 

• Departure : Jove^s high Commands I muft, 
^ and always ihall obey with Pleafiire ; but in 

* my Abfence I will take care to make you 

* feel the Effects of my reaching Influence. 

• You (hall never want my good Offices in 
> the Court above ; and the cdeftial Monarchy 

* apprized by me of your Piety, will, I doubc 
/ not, fhower numberlefs Bleffings on my 

• favourite Iflc.* 

While I was intent on this mixt Scene 
of Joy and ^rrow, I found myfelf ftartled 
irom the Dream, by one of thofe vociferous 
Animals, commonly called News-Boys^ who 
in a very hoade and dilagreeable Voice was 

bawling LorJ CARTERETV 

S/^eech to both Houfes of Parliament. 

I am^ Sir, yours, &c. 

O. O. 



7(^HlB£RNICUS. 

SIR, 

IS with great concern I obferve that 

we of this Nation are ranniog much 

is/to Rhyme : I fear it portends more 

F f 2 Poverty 
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Poverty to our Iflc, and could heartily wifli 
there were a flop put to it. 

I N a Country where the mod foiid parts 
of Learning areof fo little ufe to the Natives, 
what can we hope from the Flowers and Or- 
naments of it ? 

I HAVE often refleded, whence it arifes, 
thatwhpn you (ay, Such a one is a Toety 
'tis ten to onebutfomebody in the Company 
iubjofns. Is he. foQr ? And I ada fometimes 
tempted to think that the Love of Toetry is 
bellowed by Heaven upon exalted Minds, as 
a Recompence for the want of that Fortune, 
which they would have been but too happy 
in the difpofal of to the Purpofes of Bounty 
and Beneficence ; that thfc Afflidion a geoe- 
tons Mind labours under at feeing fo many 
Objefts of Pity, which it is iiftapaUe of re* 
lieving, might be mitigated by the Pleafores 
ofToetry. 

B u T a Friend of mine, of excellent difcern* 
ment, often tells me my Notions in this Af- 
fair are fantaflical ; and the reafon why Toets 
are generally poor, is bccaufe it requires (uch 
exalted Sentiments to be capable of excelling 
In that way, as puts Men above the lower 
jtirts isf Life, which they are too apt to dc- 
Ipife as unworthy their Care ; tho 'tis but 
too notorious, that they are almoft ablblutely 
neceflary in every condition to the making a 
Fortune. 

An o T HER. Reafon he dfligns for it, is the 
little regard Men of this Cbara^i^ are ob- 

fcrved 
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fcrvcd to have for each other; that tho no 
PerfoQS iiviog are more heinouQy offended 
than they are, if their real or imaginary Me« 
rit does not meet with the Efteem they ex« 
pe<a, yet there is no Set of People lefs ioclin* 
ed to do joftice to each other^s Charadersthan . 
they are, or le(s follicitous for each other's 
Welfare ; and that the known Obfervation of 
Beauties generally holds good here alfo, they 
imagine every Excellence attributed to an* 
other, is fb much taken from themfelves. 

T H rs I confefs is a powerful Charge againft 
them« and if true, an over-ballance to the 
Merit of exalted Sentiments, by which they 
would juftly be placed above the Bulk of 
Mankind, were they not brought by this 
Principle to be upon a level with the mean* 
eft of them : and this Vice is doubtlefs more 
criminal in them than in any other Set of Men, 
becaufe Toetry naturally gives the Mind a 
llrong propcnfity to Benevolence and Genera^ 
fity ; and therefore, if their Souls are truly 
"Peetiealy they muft put a force upon their 
Nature, either to a<3: uageneroufly, or even 
. coldly, w;ith regard to the Interefts of each 
other. • 

But here methinks I am interrapted by 
(bme Critick, who cries. If it be really true, 
that Toetry has a jiaturai tendency to enlarge 
the Mind, why Ihould you wi(h there wefe a 
ftop put to the Growth of it? 

This Objedion I own is juft, fince every 

thing which tends to the encouragement of 

•F f 3 Tolite- 
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Tolitene/sj Benevoknce and Humanity in a 
NatioD^ ought to be cherifhM ; and therefore 
I beg leave to anfwer. That my inteption in 
this Paper, is not to root out thefe generoos 
Seeds from the Breafls of my Countrymen, 
but to tranfplant them into their proper Soil 
For this reafbn I would recommend the fhidy 
of Toetry to Perfons of Quality and Condi- 
tion, who have Fortunes to anfwer thofe 
Sentiments of Generofity it never fails to in* 
(pire : This would raife them a new and a no* 
bier Pleafure from their Affluence ; would in- 
Q)ire all thofe Sentiments of Humanity which 
make Men feel the Anguifh of the miferabie 
Part of their Spectes ; and of coniequence 
llrongly urge them to relieve their Diftrefs ; 
a Pleafure more exalted, more exquifite than 
all their Grandure can beftow« 
. Let thofe who have experience this refin'd 
Happinefs, refled how wretched they mud 
have been, if they had admitted thefe ^ene« 
rous Sentiments into their Breafls, without a 
Fortune anfwerable to them ; and they will 
foon be convince why "Poetry fhould be the 
Amufement of the Rich and Powerful ; fince . 
it only fervdis to make others miferabie (when 
they fee Objedls they are not capable of re- 
lieving) without being of the leafi fervicc to 
thofe they commifcrate. Twas doubtlefs a 
Diflrels of this kind, which occafioned tbc 
following Verfes. 

Eternal 
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Eternal King / Is there one If our 

To make me greatly blefs^d. 
When I Jhall have it in my fow*r 

To/kccour the dijirefs^d ? 

In vain alas! my Heart overflows 

With ufelefs Tendernefs ; 
Why muft I feel another^ s Woes^ 
, And cannot make themlefs ? 

Tet I this Torture muft endure^ 

'^Tis not referv'dfor me^ 
To eafe thefiojhing oftheToor^ 

And Jet the Tris^ner free. 

I amy Sir J yours^ &c. 



N^ 52. Saturday, March 25, 1725. 

To H1BERNICU& 

Bella geri placuit, nullos habitura Triumfhos? Lucak« 

SIR. 

IHENEVER we feck to kdow 
Mens real Charaders and Difpo* 




fitions, we moft obierve their 
Behaviour and Humoars in their 
Diverfions and Amidements, ra- 
ther than in the more iblemn and important 
Affairs of Life. For in BaHnefs we endea* 
F f 4 vour 
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vour to condiuft our (elves by Skill aod 
Art, put on a great maoy Di%uiies in order 
CO accornplifh our Ends, and luDmic our feives 
not only to the generally eftabliihed Cuftoms 
of the World, but even to the particolar 
Humoprs of thofe with whom Ave arc in 
Negotiation. Here our good Succefe depends 
upon wife Condud: and Management,, the 
principal Part whereof lies in accommodating 
our feives to the different Circumftances of 
Times, Places and Perfons ; and making our 
Plcafure and Inclinations (loop to fpme greater 
Advantage, or at leaft what we apprehend to 
bcfo. 

I N our Diverfions, having no other End 
in view but to indulge our Nature, we arc 
entirely governed by its Impulfes. Here it 
is we give obr Inclinations their full Jooic, 
and confult no other Advantage, than to 
croud all the Plealure we can into the prefent 
Moment. Thefe are our unguarded Seafons, 
in which we lay our feives open to the Ob- 
fervation of every one who has Curiofity 
enough to pry into oqr Conduct. And who- 
ever would draw a true Pi(5lure of us, muft 
take us when we are in a difengaged negli- 
gent Pofture, and not when we put on that 
ftudious Face, and regular Manner, with 
which every wife^M^n phoofes %o appear iq- 
publick. 

For t)xdc Reafbns I have always been 
very fond of mtt^ing my felf in the Diver* 
fipns of other People, pot (b i|iocb from any 

Plcafure 
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Plealbre I take my fclf in the greater part of 
what the Work) calls AmufementSy as from 
a iecret inexpreifible Dehght I have Id feeing 
every body about me look well plealed! 
This Delight is greater or left, as what creates 
the Pleafure of a Croud of People is inno- 
cent or hurtfuL Yet ftill in a great many 
DiverHons which I do not altogether approve, 
it is worth obferving how People are afieded 
by them ; and therefore; tho I like a good 
Tr^edy much better than a Bull-baiting, yet 
I as feldom decline going to the one as the 
other, dnd am always as ready to accompany 
the Rabble to a Show, as to make one at an 
Entertainment fitted for People of the moft 
nice and delicate Tafte. 

The Scene of vulgar Merriment which I 
have been longdt in becoming acquainted 
with» is the Cock-pit. I was fim introduced 
there by a Friend, a few weeks ago. Re« 
membring what kind of People they ufed to 
be who crouded to that Diverfion, when I 
was 9 School-boy, I expeded only to be re- 
galed with a few of the Humours of Low- 
Life^ and (0 reckoned up#n nothing more 
than to get the worth of my Shilling in good 
laughing;. But how agreeably did I find my 
ielf Iniftaken, when upon my Entrance into 
the Place, I met a good many Faces which I 
remembred to have ieen peeping firom under 
full-bottom*d Periwigs at Lucas% and found 
ibme of the beft Company in Town moft 
pl^antly mixed With the TIfihim Sons of 

Qlamouf 
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Clamour and Nonfenfe'i And how greatly 
was I edified to oblerVet that in a Contro- 
verfy to be managed by Brutes^ (eyeral 
grave Gentlemen^ learned in the Laws and 
Statutes of this Realm, were fitting by, and 
concurring in this nptable Way oi Joining 
Iffue? Nor was my Satisfadion a littk 
heightned by the Prefence of two or three 
Reverend Gowns and CaHbcks, which gave 
me encouragement to hope, that our Enter- 
tainment was agreeable to' the Canon as well 
as the Common Law. 

I WILL not trouble you with a De(cripr 
tion of the (everal Engagements between the 
little iprightly Combatants. The poor Crea- 
tures indeed difplayM a Courage ancf Dexterity 
very much to be admired, and gave me fre- 
quent occafions of wiihing, that thofe who 
took fo much delight in the Sport, might be* 
have themfelves with equal Fortitude, when 
called to it, in the Service of their Country^ 
or of Mankind. If they had come thither 
only with a View to raife fuch a Sphrit in 
themfelves, by the Example of Bnaes, I 
ihould have had /ome good hopes of them. 
But alas ! the great Gains which I found ibmo 
of the Gentlemen were to receive from the 
good Succefe of their Poultry, gave me ouite 
different thoughts of the Matter. To ict a 
Pair of innocent Animals a fighting, purely 
to determine whether their Mailers ihould be 
a hundred Guineas or two the richer, I muil 
own feenjed a (iga of as little Courage as Wifi 

. Idom; 
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dom ; fince if Fighciogbe a hit way of gaining 
Monc^, ic certainly is more connftenc with 
true Valour to do it in Perfbn, than by Proxy. 
Perhaps the Gentlemen who get Money by 
the Squabbles and Contentions of human Crea- 
turesi, think it reafonable to ufe the fame 
Liberty with fuch as are of an inferior kind. 
And herein I (b far agree with them, that I 
heartily wilh the Diffenfions among Mankind 
were few enough to allow them all the Op- 

Sortunities they can defire of enjoying tne 
ear and polite Entertainments of a Cock-pit. 
It would require the Skill of a good Pain- 
ter to expreis the alternate Emotions of Hope 
and Fejir, Joy and Diiappointment, which 
appeared in the Countenances of the Bettors 
at every Encounter of a Brace of their fea-^ 
thered Champions. In one minute the Life 
of a Cock ihould be given over for loft, who 
the next would have twenty Guineas ven* 
tured on his Head. And a good Fowl has in 
the b^inning been thought by his Owner 
as great a Trealure as a South-Sea Subicrip- 
tion, and turned in the latter end to pretty 
much the iame account. Never did Coffee- 
Houfe Politician watch more narrowly the 
Events of a Campaign in ¥ landers^ than you 
might behold theie Gentlen^en for the Fate 
of their relpcdive TJlueUiJls^ And the deci- 
five Blow was fiire to be accompanied with 
as many Applaules, as if the poor Creature 
who gave it were equally fenfible of the 

Honoiirs 
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Honours they did him, as of the Pain they 
put him to in acquiring them; 

But whoever would enjoy this Diverfioa 
in its utmofl: Perfedlion, muft have a (ight of 
it when there is what they call a Battk^ 
Royal. It fecms that the Gentleinen, Lovers 
of Cock-fightings have heard, or read, that a 
General battle among Men is a very terrible 
Piece of Work ; and (b they are refolved to 
have a Sight of fomething which may refem- 
bie it, with as little danger to themfelves as 
they can. For this purpofe nine, eleven, or 
any other odd Numoer of Cocks are turned 
out into the Pit all at once; and {o to ic 
they go Helter-Skelter^ till all but one of the 
Creatures, of greater Strength aiid Couragp 
than the reft, (whom for the fake of the 
Gentlemen in the Ring I (hall chuie to czXi 
the Empire) be cither driven out of the 
Field, or left dead upon it, to the unfpeakable 
Pleafiire and Satisfadion of the (urrounding 
Spedators. This, I can aflure you, Sir^ is 
looked upon by feveral Perlbns of great Judg- 
ment ana Tafte, to be the very Top of all 
the Recreations in Town. And for ought I 
know, there may be a deal of good Morality 
in it ; fince this fame Battle-Rcfyal appeared 
to me to be a very proper Emblem of a fac- 
tious State, where, you know, the Vulgar 
Vartizans muft hack and hew one another 
at an unmerciful rate, for the Benefit or l>u 
verfion of their Superiors, and get nothing 
themfelves but dry Blows by the bargain. 

It 
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It were almofi a Sin to talk gravely on 
this Subjed, were it fl^ot that indulging a 
trifling Humour of this fort is capable of pro* 
ducing very fcrious Evils. To be exceffiyely 
fond of any kind.of Diverfions, is certainly 
an Argument of a very weak, or very uneafy 
Mind. The Bufmefs of Life muft doubtle6 
appear very odious to a Man who makes the 
(Hirfuit of Pleafure his only bufinefs; and 
whoever does fb, forfeits all claim, to the 
Efteem or Good* will of Mankind^ being no 
more than an Incumbrance and Burden to 
the Species. But to gratify fti idle Difpofi- 
tion* and eafe our felves of fuperfluousTime, 
by Methods which tend to iupprels the work* 
ings of Humanity and CompaiTion in our 
breads* and to make us inienfible of the Pain^ 
of others, is ibmething* fo unmanly, that it 
ought to be branded with fomq publick Mark 
of Infamy. He who can take delight to fee 
a Couple of poor Animals deflroy one ano- 
ther, is in a fair way to carry on the Jeft a 
little farther ; and by the time he has feen his 
Poultry exterminated, may take it in his head 
to have the like Game play'd among his Ser* 
vants : At leafl there is nothing to hinder 
him^ but his Fear of incurring the Penalty of 
the Law. And if fiich Men are People of In- 
fluence and Station in Life, it is great odds, 
if over and above the Injury done the Pub- 
lick in fquanderiDg away fo much .Time, 
which jnight be ufefuUy enmloyed in fome 
publick Servic?^ they do not oring with them 

the 
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the fame waDtonnds^of Difpofition into the 
mod important Affairs, and become as fond 
of fpiriting up Animoflties in Courts and 
Senates, as in tne Bear-Garden, or a Cock-fit. 

This Refledion makes it no lefs fliock- 
ing than (Irange, to (ee Gentlemen of Di- 
(lindion and Fortune fb befotted with a (enie- 
leis and barbarous Amufement.. What then 
mud we think of thofe who can prefer feeing 
Bloodflied and Battery among Brutes^ to their 
Attendance, on a liberal acid nonourable Pro- 
feflion, calculated for preferving the Peace 
and good Ordir of Mankind? I muft own, 
there appears to me the fame Reaibn for dii^ 
miffing fuch Perfbns from the Bar, that there 
is for our Law excluding Butchers the Jury- 
Box. For the Reverend Clergy who can uk^ 
pleafure in fiich Sights, I wiU not take upoa 
me to cenfure them, but leave it to themfelves 
to confider, whether their Prefence at (uch 
Aflemblies can be a proper Means of pre- 
ferving the Reverence due to their Order. 

Against what I have faid, I know of 
but one Objei^on which delerves to be con- 
fidered. Why may we not, lay fome, as 
well be prefent at Spedacles of this kind, as 
at Tragical Reprefentations on the Stage, 
which are commonly allowed to be of great 
ufe to infpire Men with Sentiments of Gene« 
rofity. Pity, and Kindnefs? There is a very 
wide difference in the two Cafes. On tlie 
Stage the Diftrefs is not real, but fictitious. 
Whatever Pains we feel are icon alleviated 
* by 
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by refleding, that after all there is no barm 
done. Beiides, we do take no pleafure in 
beholding the Sufferings of the Perfons brought 
upon the Stage, as we mud do in order to 
enjoy the Diverfion of two Creatures fighting. 
For tho we may pretend, that it is only the 
fiirprizing Courage they exert which gives us 
the Delight, yet fince that Courage is moft 
Ihewn when they feel the greateft Pain, it 
will be hard for us to ftparate the Pleafure of 
the one from the other. Be this as it will, it 
is certain; that to accuftom ourielves much 
to behold Spedacles of Cruelty and Horror, 
will by d^rees weaken that tender Senfe of 
the Mileries of others, which is fo ne- 
cefTary ibr fpurring us on to good and 
generous Adions. And for this reafbn the 
French and fbme other Nations have been of 
opinion, that even in T>rainatick Terfor- 
mances there ought to be nothing bloody re* 
prefented, but fuch things ought to be done 
Dehind the Scenes, and left to the Imagination 
of the Audience to Ibppole. 

S o M fi of your critical Readers, who have 
been lying on the catch all this while, will, I 
imagine, begin to think tliey have got me at 
an . advantage, and be ready to ask me, 
How is all this confiftent with my own Cha- 
ra(3:er, who have repreiented my (elf as one 
fb very fond of joining in an Entertainment I 
fo much condemn ? My Anfwer is very fliort. 
If none were, to fpeak againft any Pradice 
but thofe who never had been guilty of it 

tbem- 
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themfclves, Mankind would have very few 
Inftniders. Befides, I do* not go to (bcb 
Sights, becaufe of any Delight I take in them, 
bat only to laugh at the Follies, and lament 
the Misfortune of fuch of my Fellow-Mortals 
as can find no other Method of diverting 
their unealy Thoughts than by fuch poor ana 
contemptible Deyices. If this wilL not (atisfy, 
they muft be contented with my telling them, 
that I do not care for entring the Lifts with 
People of their Stamp, or engaging in a Con* 
teft, which,, like thofe occafioned by this 
Paper, can be attended with none of the 
Honours of ViSiory. 

I am^ Sir^ yours ^ &c. 

Demophilus. 



N^ 53. Saturday^ jifrili^ 1726. 

To HiBBRNICUS. 

Neminem veremur, imitantur nemittetHj atque ipfi fibi 
exmflafunu Plin. 

SIR, 

|OU cannot bat have obPerved 
I10W mnch the Town has of lace 
been pefteted with bad Poetry. 
All our Garretteers fcem at prc- 
fent to be in motion. The Verfi- 
fyiog Humour has appeared in its ntmoft M*« 
% ' lignity. 
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^^^Pi?y* A94 t|ie Preis groans, in a. 
IffCfs^ (ei4^, ap4er (be Weight of NonfeniQ 
and Scurrility, which it h^s every day for 
^ fpiQe tifnc pai|[ been in travail o£ 

I ASsmiB yoo, it has beea 00 imall fur* 
prixe to me and others of your conftant Rea- 
ders, that you have never taken this Matter 
into cqnfideratiQn. While the Amanwnfes 
of the Mob behaved with humility^ and 
contepted theorfelves with producing their 
LucubraMon$ under the modefl: Tide of Gar^ 
Unds^ "f roper New Ballades, and the likej^ 
there was. qp fuch necefli^y of taking them 
to task. Their Compofiires were ufualiy 
printed on a Paper and Letter fuitable to their 
Qpality, ^nd never prefi|med at apy Typo^ 
graphical D9corztion$^ upleis upon the Death 
of foipe eminent Perfon, when they aipired 
to the Honour of being c^led ELEGIES; 
and then they only appeared in a plain Black 
Margin, fet off with a death's Head, Me- 
mento Morty and a few other Enfigns of 
Mortality. By this means the Beau Monde 
were fecure in their Ignorance, and could as 
Wfily dilftipguiih |)etwixt a Toem and a Bal- 
lady as any . other People. Bijt nbw all Di- 
Hindions are laid adde ; and the Operators 
of the Upper Regions tr^nfmit their Works 
to us, in the exad Form and Similitude of 
Verfes. and with the very Word POEM» id 
Capital Letters, in the Froirt of them ; under 
which Difgu^e they have obtained admittance 
to Tea-Takies^ and Coffee-Houjes^ and as 

Vol. h G g fucli 
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itich have been repeated to the Ladies in a 
Theatrical Tone, by fevcral of our politeil: 
young Gentlemen, who have given -us the 
moft unqnefttonable Proofs of their El^nce^ 
by wearing of Stays^ and plaiftering their 
Periwigs with Tomatum. 

Whether or no this new Generation 
of Verfificators have got a Mil/^ or any 
other proper Engine for the nK>re expeditious 
working of Jingle, I have not yet been able 
With any certainty to difcover ; but one 
Would be apt to imagine they had fome (bch 
Contrivance, from the prod^ious Quantities 
of Rhyme they have thrown out within 
thefe few months. Add to this, that their 
Compofitions appear io much of a-piece, and 
are fo exadly lilke each other, that we can 
(carce conceive them to be produced any 
other way than by mere bodily Labour, as 
other Manufadures are, and not by the ex- 
ercife of Invention, or any of the intelledual 
Faculties. 

This however is a Grievance I could be 
contented to fit peaceably under, if it refted 
here. Nonfenfe either in Vcrfc, or Profe, is 
of it felf an Evil which cannot be exceed- 
ingly detrimental either to Church or State. 
But I hate to lee even our Nonfenfe abufed^ 
or employed to any other than its original 
Purooie, the Amdement of the Mob. At 
preient nothing can be more perverted from 
its primitive Imlitution. Inftead of applying; 
it lelf to the Paffions of narrative Mrs. Aht- 

gatl. 
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jgail^ aD aiiK>roiis Mtlk-Maid, or a Country- 
Aumpkin, ic is now become an Engine of 
Envy and III Nature^ and fpedds its little 
Malice in befpattering feme of the bed and 
worthieft Chara<^ers amon^us. 

I T is but a few days unce we have (een 
a Reverend Prelate of the Church publickly 
abuled in this manner. Perhaps it may be 
below the Juftice of the Nation to punifh 
liich Enormities, a$ I am fure it is benedth 
^e injured Gentleman to reient them ; han 
I can hardly think this oi^ht to exempt them 
from your Obfervation, fmce the chief Uie 
I know of fuch a Publick Paper as you are 
qigaged in^ is to fet iucb Pradices in theit 
true light^ and render them, what to all Men 
of Senfe at^d Virtue they mud be, odious and 
contemptible. 

BueitxES this Gentleman, there is another, 
who, tho not placed in fuch an eminent Sta^ 
tion, holds too confiderable a Rank among 
Mankind for fuch Treatment, Who has re- 
ceived more Indignities among us than evet 
were offered a Perfon of his Wonh in any 
civilized Natipp. Every Week has given him 
a jrefh Specimen of our great Civility and, 
l||Ad|j^^ and our ielves wonderful 

4|S!on to applaud our own Wiidom and Dif- 

jjction in fufTcring a Stranger, .and fb good 

' idge of Mankind, to form sih Idea of the 
of our Nation from the Performances* ^ 
been eatertain^ with iince he came ^ 
^ • '• ■ 

Gg a One: 
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Onb wotdd expcA, that this dbntleman^ 
being t Poet himielf, in the genuine and 
honQurable Acoepiation of that Word, was 
entitled to kinder Ulage from thofe who pre. 
tend to the fame Charader. Bat as the true 
Spirit of Poetry is always accompanied with 
Sentiments of Honour and Virtue ; fb I hare 
commoDly found, that according to the Falfe* 
nels of any Man^s Pretences to that^ there 
wiU be a proportionable Deficiency in thefi ; 
and therefore I am not fniprized to find an ill 
Poet attacking a very good one. This is no 
more than what is uTual in all other Pro- 
ieffioQS and Arts as well as this. Let no 
body however imagine I defign the Parallel 
ihottld hold in the Ode of thofe who have 
had the hardine^ to iniiilt a Biihop. 

Above an Age ago, when the Inh^- 
tantfi of this Country were very rode and 
uncivilized, the immortal Spenfer lived 
peaceably among them, and found leifiire to 
invoke the Muje. By him our Fields were 
firft made Poetick Ground^ and our Rivers 
taught to gUde in harmonious Numbers, wh<^ 
Charms will not be forgotten while the Peo- 
ple of Britain retain their Language. We, , 
the Succeflbrs of that unpoliihed Race, pr^ 
toad to have refined our Tafte, and intro* 
duced the true El^ance of Life and M^mers. 
But we have italcfn to blufli, whoi we make 
the Comparifon, and refled: on the U%e wp 
have given to Spenjer^s only legitimate Sob 

and SuccefTor. Pofteritj> no doubt, wUlthif^ 

It 
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it an excellent Proof of our Polirends, that 
we bav« Jo many Saiblers in arms agafaift 
the Author bf ibe Dijireffed Mother. And to 
faeightcii our Qhatader^ and fliew bow xea- 
iou6 we have been m the Caofe of Liberty 
and Virtiie^ and bow hi^ly we raced Leant** 
ifig ^d jgQod 6en(e, there \% another Circom^ 
ftance exceedingly proper for that purpofe ^ 
^nd we ought not to omit,* that the i^tn^ 
Cekideman wrote the Free^Thinker. 
, I A M fenfibje, that fome People in^ al- 
ledge ftotai the Ufefolncis of Criticifm in Poe^ 
try, and of the Ridicule as a proper Inftramebt 
of it» that ibme of the Pieces i have been 
pointing oat are jufhfiable on that accoutit^ 
c>eing only innocent Raillery on (bfae Perlbr- 
mances which thofe Oenttemen apprehend Co 
be yery faulty and unpoedcaL Iti^ is hat 
a poor Excuie for downright Rftjldry and 
ill-nature. Where thefe take place, it is 
utterly impoffible we fliould meet with either 
juft Critidfin, or genteel Raillery. Whenevet 
there appears Prejudice againft the Man, the 
Juc^ment polled on hia^as a Writer is little to 
be depended. on. I could name the Man, 
who, when unbiafled, mud be allowed one 
of the moft autbenticlc Judges of good Wri- 
ting now livii^, who has yet been mifled b j 
a Prgudice againft the Author, to pa6 bis 
Cenfure on one of the imeft and tendereft 
Pieces of Poetry I have fcen in Englifi?, as 
no better than infipid Profe in Rhyme. And 
if ^cb Men are capable of forming unjuft 
G g 3 Opi- 
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OpioioDS of the Works of their C<>reinpora« 
ries, what Cririctim, what Jufticc are we to 
expied froQi thofe who cannot binder Spite 
and 111 manners front burfting out in every 
Line they write; who confine shemlelves 
within no bounds either of Decency or Dif* 
cretion. but arc their own Originals, and 
will* I hope* have us few to imitate them, as 
they have had to copy from? 

If it be true, what is faid, that (everal oi 
tfaefe wretched Libels are not of our own 
Cjrowrh, but have been fent to us from over 
the Water, it may ferve indeiaJ to fliew, 
that there are other People as bad asburleWes^ 
hat can never juftify oiir Crime in encoura^ 
ingt or even looking with Indifference on a 
IVii^ice not only ungenerous, but barbarousi 
I Aould be glad for t^ Honout of our Count- 
try, chat few of them were brought to light 
in it; but at the fame time think it equally 
)>lame- worthy to cherifli fuch monftrous Pro- 
dudions when brot^t forth, as it is to give 
?hem Birth ?t firft. 

Whatever ill Confequ^nces may reful( 
^ the Publfck ftdm the prodigious Swarms 
of Poets whQ have af prefent neftfed them- 
ielves in this City ; a cd'tain Friend of mine 
is in good hQpe$ the t^hingmay be of particu- 
lar Advantage to himfelf ; and receives great 
Pomfprt on fhis occafion from the old Pro- 
ycrb. ^Tis an ill Wind blows no h^ good. 
It feems he has a part of his Houfe which 
lus tteeq 4 iQUg time unferviceable . tp him ; 
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but lie is of Opii^iont that, as things now 
ftand, he may icadily find a Tenant for it. 
He has therefore drawn up the following ^^* 
vertifement for that end, zpA h^s yoq would 
inlejrt it in the Journal. 

I am^ Sir, 

Tour confiant Reader, 

and humble Servant^ 

T. a 

Advertlfement. 

\ T the ufper End of LazarV Hill there 
VTx ^ ^ ^^^ convenient Apartment to be 
Juet, very prober for a young POET. It 
is ready fumijhea with a ^alat Bed, two 
Chairs, a little Cuf board for Books^ a large 
Fragment of Looking Glafs^ and a Hanpng- 
Shelf, which may ferve injiead of a PTnting- 
^esk. The Way to it is by three Tair of 
Stairs^ and one Ladder of very eajy Afcent, 
and the Entrance well defended with a 
Trap-Door. It receives the Light almojl 
Horizontally by means of two very conve^ 
nient Sky-Lights^ which have the Benefit of 
Sliding-Shutters againji Rainy Weather, or 
the time of Full Moon \ the Roof being aljb 
low enou^ to prevent Mifchief to any Man 
who is full Five Foot in Height. There is 
alfo a Coal-hole near the Bed, very ufefiil 
to retire into in cafe of any fudden Surfrize 
Jrgm Bailifs^ &c. Whoever is dijpofed to 

G g 4 take 
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take the fatd Jpdrtmenty ikky httve it i^ 
On reafonable Conditions^ hiring it either 
ify the H^eek or the Seajbn. Inquire at akjf 
ef the Sculls k longing to Tilnicy Col/cge-, 
and you may know farther ^ ^reiHioHs 
having been given them for that ^urpofe^ 
N. B. Clean Straw will be duly provided 
pnce a Fortnight at leaft^ or oftner^ if there 
Jhouldbe any preffmgOccafion^ 



N^ 54. Saturday, Afril ^^ 1J26. 

To the A at HO R of the Dublin Journal^ 

Jam pridem equidem nos vera rerum vocabula anih 
fimus. Sallv$t- 

SIR. 

I T is an Amafement agreeable e*> 

nough to refled on the ftrai^e and 

Koaccountable Mutations wbicb 

happen m Languages in the com- 

pais of a few Years ; and hpw 

V^ords by long Uic may be worn away from 

f heir original Meaning, and brought to excite 

yery di^rent Ideas, and fbmetimes dirediy 

pppofite to thofe they were firft appointed tq 

^apdfor. 
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N o part of Difeoiirie prefents us with mort 
ireqaenc inflaDKes of this th^ all our Words 
pf Cercmopy aod ComplitDeiit, which have 
run thro" fqch a Variety of Si^ificatieii% 
^ac it 19 ao^ imfch to be ^peftiooed whether 
tliey h^ve apy predfe one left at alL Otit 
plviiity has heco ^ound up to fo hi^ a 
pitch, that it bascrack'd with the Strain gtr 
yea it. And th^ E^reifions of Reiped and 
Ai^edion have, like the Coin in Arbitrarv 
Goveraments, been fo extravag^uidy raife4 
that 00 w^ M^ will take them in pttyneAi: 
but at coafidoriiA>ie Difcoo^it* They bear in* 
deed the Stanip and Image of Kindneis, buc 
they want both in We^ht and Goodne(s» t» 
be depended on in the Commerce of Life ; 
and for that r^albn no body ieems covetous of 
iiKh Riches, but as faft as tbey come in, we 
|aviih them away on the firil Man we meet. 

I N the more early and unpoliihed A^ ^ 
the World Men were not fo apt to be cfeceiv* 
ed with Appearances as they are now. The 
Forms of Refped, and Titles of HonbOr 
were very few aiid very raodeft ; but theA 
they bore a determinate Meaning, and pafled 
for no more than their real Worth. No Man 
took it amiis to be (aluted by his own Name, 
or thought the worfe of his Neighbour for 
choofing rather to call himfelf ms Ffiehd^ 
than' his HumUe Servant. As the rei| 
"Wofth of aMi^ is nothing elfe» but his Price, 
or the Rate at which he is ellimared by others, 
fo the Evidence ^f that Price, which is called 
3 Honour J 
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HonouTy ought to be proportiooed to it, Ao4 
cherdbre we ihall always fiod, that among 
the AntiCDts tbcif higheft Titles of Honour 
were Names of Offices, and Relations in 
Life, and not mere fanctfol Sounds, which arc 
either incapable of Definition, orelfelofeall 
their Lulbe and Dignity as ibon as they are 
traced up to their original S^ifkation. 

The Title Baron^ which our SaM&n An- 
ceftors tranfentted to us, fignified no more at 
feft, as Mr. Selden informs us» than a great 
ilfiM, being derived from the Word Ber or 
Bir^ which flood for the (ame among them; 
chat Vir did among the Romans. With us it 
Is applied very differently ; and bating the 
Senle it has in Law, I very much doubt, if 
we affix any Idea to it at all when we uie it 
as a Diftibaion of Honour. The fame might 
be ihewn of thofe Titles which are worn 
.by all the other Ranks of Nobility amoi^ 
ps ; and ferves to inform us, that the SenJe 
which our Anceftors had of Honour w^ 
diftmguiihing every Man by the Relation he 
had to the Society, or the particular Employ- 
ment in which he officiated Whereas we, 
in common Speech at Icaft, making ufe of the 
fame Terms without any meaning, pay only a 
kind of imaginary Hom^e to great Men, 
which however is the greater and the more 
awful, as they are Xtfi knowing who pay it ; 
Ignorance being in more refpeds than one the 
Mother ofT^evqtion. 

Jaj4 
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I A M much of opinion, that our having 
thus loft the firft meaning of honourable 
Names and Appellations^ and making them 
the Signs of a blind and ignorant Reverence, 
has, over and above the aofurdity there is in 
it, been produdive of -very ill Effeds on 
Mens Minds and Manners, both in the higher 
and inferior Stations of Life. They who 
have Titles, and do not know, or refled oa 
the Foundation of fuch Diftiodlions, are ex- 
ceeding apt to 2row haughty, infdlent and 
Untraiftable ; to look upon all below them 
with Contempt and Averiion ; to regard them 
18 a lower and worthlefs Rank of Beings ; and 
to treat them as if there were no common 
Tye or Relation between them. On the o- 
ther hand, this Ignorance from whence Titles 
and Honours have their Rife, has a tendency 
to make the inferior part of Mankind over- 
rate thoie things, and think too bafely and 
ftrvilely of themfelves^, by which means 
they will be hindered from exerting whatever 
degree of Virtue they may poffefs, anddifcou- 
raged from many generous aud laudable Un- 
dertakings which they might otherwife be ca- 
pable o£ And hpw far a Concurrence of two 
fuch Humours might probably operate in the 
Ruin of a State or People, may be eaiily 
conceived. But thofe Efle<fts can very (eldom, 
if at all, happen, where Men have got juft 
Notions of great Names and Titles, and are 
made to know, that the Way to the Temple 
ofHmour has in all Ages b^eq underftood to 

^ be 
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he thro* the TvmPU ff Virtue. The S^Jk 
IbereofflKift greatly coptribotetomakeMai 
br«TC aod f elblute, and i&l^e aU Raakt of 
PeofUe with aa hcaneft SiBaNuation to nuil^ 
wd virtaous A<2tons. It is thierefoie «f de 
to awakea that Seafe \o> a$ pretty ^(}a«B|tly« 
ia order to |^ev<eQC tM Mtnl Coaleqaoiiaes 
which iiqght <Diue o^f^ total ^xtiA^llioa 
•f it. , ■ ^ . 

That thote flioald bi» Degrees of Hobott 
tmoBg Men, is, no douht, not ody oofciv^ 
aieat, bat tieice^ary. Without them hardly 
may Society could fobiHt; and the sooftci^ 
fedual Way co fuio a People would be to de* 
ftroy all Orders andDiftindtons aDtiong.Meii. 
The happy CopfticutioD we live ttader, gires 
conviiicifig Proofs of tlie Wlfdota abd Excei- 
leocy of iach lofticotiQiM. Otur N^ility iitaw 
aot only en ail oceafioasbeen thegretf Scm- 
iKMters of the Hanont and D^nity of the 
Crown, but fliewn thetafelves in numy re> 
mukskAt Inftances amohg the forVlrardeft aid 
Wave(t Defenders of the Liberties tf the Peo* 
fkc. To lefTeo therefore the d»e Re^tit 
which ought to be paid tfaem^ would be . aa 
Attempt unjt^ and criminal.. Bat ad fiddeft- 
vbur to point out the Original of tfaefe bd- 
inm^ie Titks they po^fi. aad lott&iSf 
mtftaken Notions of Honoor, cad never bt 
liable to chat Cedlure. It will not dinnnilh 
oar Reverence of Greacnefi, to fix the Mead* 
ing of thofe Forms made ofe of in addreflii^ 
it, and tbeteby prevent ad eaciceffive and ado- 

latory 
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Utory Way of approaching it. For as i^ 
Reaioqing, an Ar^ment which proves toa 
much, proves nothing ; (b it will be founc}^ 
that in addre0ing the Great, there is always 
the lead trae Refbed:, where M^o u(e the 
xpoft ceremonious Behaviour, and abjed: Spb- 
miflions ; and thefe for the mofl: part have 
their Rife in certain confMid Notions and 
awfiil Impreiiions, which the Sound of Words 
ill nnderftoodf makes on the Minds of Men 
who have more Imagination than Diicero- 
ment. 

How falfly Men are apt to judge of this 
Matter, will appear from this fmgle Obferva- 
tion, which we may make every day in our 
Lives ; That we have laid afide thofe Names 
of Reiped and Kindnefs, which expreis bur 
real Senie» and have fubfticured others in the 
place of them, whiclv we fondly imagine to 
be more Reviretuial^ but whidi in reality 
have no fettled Meaning at alL It is reckoned 
a great Indecency and Solecifm in good Breed- 
ing, to falute our Friends by thoie Names 
which expreis ^ny natural Relation or Alli« 
ance, as if we thought the Ties of Nature no 
(uflicrent Bond of Efteem and AfIe(2ion« Tha 
endearinjg Appellations 6f//i^/^^/5r^ and ff^ife^ 
of Brother and Sifter, are loft and fonk in the 
more polite and faihionable Titles of <$*/>> and 
Madam. We are fonder of appearing exceed- 
ing courteous and civiL than (incerely kind 
and tender-hearted The Converlation of a 
well-bred Family is Jull: in the fame Tune 
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with that of a mixed CompaQy wbic^ ncvet 
law one another. And by this means, when 
Kinsfolks are a D^ee or two removed, they 
grow perfedly indifferent fo each other, and 
come to foiget all mutual R^ards, as much as 
the merefl Strangers that pafs in the Streets. 

These Ceremonies and diftant Forms of 
foeaking appear (lill more ridiculous, wJien 
they are kept up betwixt Parents and Chil- 
dren. / hate the Cuftom (favs Montaigne^ in 
his ^ocizing way) to forbid Children the ufe 
of the Parental Name^ and to teach them an 
exotickTitkr as ^gnif cant of greater Reve- 
rence ; as if Nature had not Jkfficienily fr^ 
videdfor the fuf fort of our Authority. IVe 
call GO^ Almighty Father, and difdain 
that our Children Jhould calPus Jo. I have 
reformed this Abufe in my Family. And in- 
deed fb exquificely tender is the AfTedion of 
Parents towards their Offspring, and fo great 
the Obligations on that account lying upon 
Children to Ic^e and honour them, that one 
can hardly conceive a more expreffive Term 
of Refpea, than that which denotes the Re- 
lation itfelf, and calls up {q many amiable 
Ideas in the Mind at once. Henry IV. of 
France was (b fenfible hereof, that he did not - 
think it unbecoming his Greatnefs to follow 
Montaigne^s Examfue in this very Particular. 
It is true, th^ antiently the word SIR fig- 
nified the fame thing with Father ; but it is 
plain we u(e it in a quite different fenfe now, 
py the Preference we give it over the other i 
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bow joftly let thoie judge, who have ever felt 
the Foodheis of a Father txr a Son, or found* 
riieir Hearts glowing with filial Piety and 
Gratttode to a Father. 

W E may ridicule a Fondnef^ for Pedegrees 
and Genealogies, and the foolifh Vanity tome ; 
People have of reckoning up a vafl: number q|^ 
Relations, and tracing lunwed to the remo* 
teft D^ees, with a great deal of Juftice. This 
has been frequently carried to a very faptafti- 
cal Extravagance, and it requires i>nt a mo* 
derate portion of Senfe, to lee the folly of it. 
But this is no good Reafon for flving to the 
other Extreme, and falling in with a Method 
which in time may render us cold and negli- 
gent in thole Relations of Life, which require 
the exercife of our warmed Affections. When 
People treat their near Relations with Ceremo- 
ny and Diftance, they will be apt to decline 
cultivating Society with each other. And this 
may iflue in a total Eftrangement^ and make 
the next Geoieration forget, that ever any 
fiich Alliance fubfifted. 1 have often thought, 
that the numerous Aivertifements we meet 
with in our publick Papers, inquiring after 
Perfbns long abfent, and acquainting them 
with Poflemons being fallen to them, have 
been owing to Caufes of this Nature* . At 
lead it feemsa very probable way of account- 
ing for many of them. So that Interefl, as 
well as Nature, mayinftrudusnot to contemn 
the ufe of thoie friendly Denominations which 
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anie horn Proxiinity of 31ood, or ^htr Fa* 
tally DepeQdGocie& 

Humanity^ I g^i^Tt r^uires us not to 
confine our Benevolence within the Circle of 
OQT own Houfiiold, but to extend our Care 
and Concern to the whole Race of Mankind. 
This however is no Argument ficir treating 
all Men, alike. Nor is there any great dan- 
ger that our univer&l Benevolence fhould be 
impaired by the Love we bear onr neareft 
Friends. On the contrary^ there is a good 
deal of Reafon to {uipe<2» that whoever £tiJs 
in the one refoed;, wUl hardly be very emi- 
nent in the otnen And therefore iince there 
are certain Sounds s^^inted to iignify predfe- 
ly onr natural Duties and Relations, and to 
bdpeak a higher and more perfed: Eftecm Md 
Affedion, it ieems a pretty unconch way of 
Proceeding, to exchange them for a Form of 
Addrds which we ufe without diftindion to 
all we converle with, and at the (ame time to 
pretend, that we do fo in order to pay them 
the greater Compliment. At this rate the 
greateft Honour we can do Men, is to avoio^ 
as much as poflible, letting them know that 
we love them. 

Tour very bumble Servant. 

HtBERNICUS. 



The End of the Ftrfi Volume. 
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